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At St. Patrick’s Society’s Annual General 
Meeting on June 20th last, our guest 

speaker, Moira McCaffrey, Director of 
Exhibitions at the McCord Museum of 
Canadian History, made the following 
announcements, dramatically shifting 
our perception of McCord’s approach to 
the proposal we submitted in July 2007. 
Firstly, the exhibition will run from March 
2009 to January 2010, an extension of four 
months beyond our original schedule and, 
secondly, the chronology of the exhibit, 
rather than cover only 1800 to 1950, will 
now extend from 1800 to the present day. 
These important adjustments not only enable 
us to give a much broader picture of our 
community and its continuing contribution 
to Quebec life, they also serve as a mark of 
McCord’s commitment and enthusiasm for 
this project.

On August 17th, representatives of St. 
Patrick’s Society and the Irish Protestant 
Benevolent Society, co-sponsors of the 
exhibition, attended two meetings in Ottawa, 
firstly with the Honourable Anthony Carey, 
British High Commissioner, and then 
with His Excellency Declan Kelly, Irish 
Ambassador to Canada, both of whom 
confirmed their enthusiastic support for 
this project.  

The museum’s professional staff will act as 
curators in the preparation and presentation 
of the exhibition, while calling on Irish 
community organizations, local historical 
societies and members of the Irish community 
throughout Quebec, to help in the search 

for  h is tor ica l 
raw mater ials. 
These can take 
a great variety 
of forms: letters, 
legal documents, 
p h o t o g r a p h s , 
o b j e c t s  f r o m 
everyday home 
and working life 
can evoke and 
i l luminate the 
past.

In keeping with 
the  museum’s 
standards, the 
exhibition will 
m a k e  u s e  o f 

By Tom Brady

innovative ways of presenting the artifacts and documents 
selected, and combining them with the spoken word and images. 
The scope of the exhibition and the standards for its presentation 
mean that work on it will be ongoing in 2007, 2008 and early 
2009. Already, the McCord Museum is working with Dr. 
Lorraine O’Donnell, a historian and researcher based in Quebec 
City, on an initial inventory of potential historical sources.

The fact of an Irish presence in Quebec is widely, but usually 
vaguely, known. So too is the existence of Irish threads in the 
fabric of both the English and French speaking communities. The 
aim of the exhibition is to give more focus and depth to these 
understandings, while treating themes such as the development of 
an Irish community as a distinct element in the part of Quebec’s 
population originating from the British Isles; the interaction of 
the Irish community with Quebec society as a whole over time; 
the contribution of the Irish in Quebec; and the continuing effects 
of that contribution into more recent times.

Moira McCaffrey addressing members 
at our Annual General Meeting 

Raising our profile: celebrating the Irish 
thread in the fabric of Quebec at McCord
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A Word from the President

This edition of NUACHT is very much one of ‘transitions,’ 
marking the many changes we experienced recently. We 

welcomed Msgr. Sean Harty as our new Society Chaplain; 
we are bidding farewell to Geri Newell who has served us all 
so generously in this past year and we are welcoming Erin 
Matheson who took up her position as Office Manager on 
September 1st. We all celebrated with Fr. David Fitzpatrick 
on his 50th anniversary of ordination – and we all mourned 
over the shockingly sudden death of Ernie Butler, the first 
host of our “Irish Show” on CJAD.  At our AGM in June we 
welcomed two new directors: Paul Doyle, justifiably famous for 
his stellar organization of our successful golf tournaments, and 
Matthew Rooney, a more recent member of the Society but one 
who has already demonstrated his commitment to furthering 
its goals through service to the broader community. We also 
welcomed Marlene Demers as the new President of United Irish 
Societies, who brings to her task her long experience in Parade 
organization, and we wish her well in the mammoth task of 
leading yet another successful procession past the reviewing 
stand in March.

The Parade was on Moira McCaffrey’s mind as the Director of 
Exhibitions at McCord addressed our AGM on the progress of our 
“Irish in Quebec” exhibition, mentioning the St. Patrick’s Parade as 
one of the unifying events of Montreal life. Lorraine O’Donnell (see 
p.17)  has been making great progress in researching to determine 
the major themes of the exhibit, and Steven High, Director of 
Concordia’s Centre for Oral History, which opened its doors on 
September 10th, was clear and enthusiastic on the contribution the 
Centre will also make between now and our opening in March 2009. 
I returned from Ireland on August 16th and on the 17th I travelled 
to Ottawa with Tom Brady, Exhibition Chair, Brian Mitchell, 
President of IPBS and David Clendenning Council Member, IPBS, 
to meet with the British High Commissioner and then the Irish 
Ambassador – two most successful visits - to seek their support for 
this project (see lead story). As with our ‘transitions’ this summer, 
this Exhibition will also honour those experienced by the vast 
numbers of Irish emigrants from all walks of life who came to 
Quebec, changing, growing across the generations, leaving their 
mark on those who would celebrate them today.

As we go to press, we await the arrival of Ms. Darina Allen, the guest 
speaker at our second Annual Lecture at Concordia on September 14th. 
She is a renowned chef who has won international acclaim for her 
transformation of Irish cuisine – but this is only the appetizer; we look 
forward to bringing you the main course report in the next issue!

On behalf of the Executive and Board, I thank you all for your 
support and look forward to your good company at the many 
events of our 2007-2008 season.
Mary McDaid
September 2007

Although I have only been in the Office at St. Patrick’s for 
a little over a year, I’ve had the good luck to interact with 

nearly everyone on the Executive and Board of Directors, as well 
as many of the members. They saw me through the learning curve 
of my first year here and were supportive and helpful. And working 
with Mary McDaid has been such a pleasure. I don’t recall ever 
meeting a more considerate and compassionate person, whose 
heart is so focused and committed to the Community. 

It’s with mixed feelings that I give up this position. Working here 
actually felt like a privilege as well as a job. I was looking forward 
to being able to perform my second year flawlessly (hopefully), 
having learned from my mistakes in the first year. But, as most 
of you know, my husband will be having more of an opportunity 
to travel for his work, and I know if I’m not with him, he will end 
up sitting in his hotel room watching his DVDs of old Scottish 
football games every night. I can’t let that happen. 

I will, however, stay active in the Society. Over the past year, I’ve 
developed a real fondness for NUACHT and a great respect for the 
people who put it together every few months, and am planning to 
launch a campaign to attract advertisers. Hopefully, you will see 
my progress in the next few issues.  I’m happy to say that this isn’t 
really a goodbye. I will see you all at our next event!

… and a word from Geri Newell



N
U
A
C
H
T

September 2007 3

By Ned Eustace

Ernie Butler: Laughter is the shortest distance 
between friends

 

In a St. Monica’s Parish Church full to overflow celebrating the 
life of Ernie Butler on Labour Day, September 3, 2007, Fr. John 

Walsh, who was unable to be present, in a recorded homily, with 
background music and all, reminded us that family and laughter 
were central to Ernie’s very existence, with golf not far behind. 
His brothers told heartfelt anecdotes from a childhood spent on 
Benny Farm in NDG, not far from the church. His friends from 
Erin Sports and the UIS, wearing the traditional green sashes, 
formed an honour guard as the casket left the church.

I cannot claim to have known Ernie 
well, but in the course of setting up 
the Irish Radio Show on CJAD and 
subsequently serving with him for 
about a year as a participant in the 
group that put together ideas for the 
Show, I got to know and admire some 
small part of this complex and very 
funny man. There would not have been 
an Irish Radio Show without Ernie 
Butler. CJAD would not – quite rightly 
– air any show without a professional 
experienced host. He stepped into the 
breach as if from nowhere without even 
being asked. 

What I remember most from those very 
early days is an at times prickly, somewhat impatient personality 
who was wholly supportive of his cohosts, Redmond Shannon 
and Kimberly Sullivan, whose experience on live radio then 
ranged somewhere between none and some! He harnessed their 
enthusiasm, pushed them out there and would brook no attempts 
from any source (including themselves) to limit their exposure. He 
was from the “radio-on-a shoestring” school, like Neil McKenty 
(who also supported Ernie at every turn), and, while leaving much 
of the hard work of producing the show in their, at times nervous 
hands, he quietly nurtured, cajoled them from the wings like a 
master leading his best apprentices. Unlike many in the media, he 
had no star complex; he supported the idea of community radio, 
gave it his all – gratis, I might add. The Show is but one small 
but very important part of his legacy to the Irish community in 
Montreal. And the Show will continue, thanks to the audience he 
grew and the training and support he provided. “We learned so 
much from him,” said Redmond Shannon after the funeral. “The 
big regret is that his planned July trip to Ireland – he had never 
been there – which he was looking forward to like an excited child, 
never came off, his diagnosis came just a day or two before he was 
to leave.” Added Redmond, sadly,”What a pity, he’d have loved it 
there.” Ernie did not suffer fools gladly. He had a very clear idea 
of what his role was and those of others in getting the Show on 
the road. He always conveyed the sense that he was a busy man 
with enough energy for it all but none to waste - meetings were 
short, full of laughs, to the point; indeed a meeting with Ernie 
was in every sense a minimalist experience!

Martina Branigan, a regular NUACHT contributor, teacher 
of Irish at Concordia and a frequent participant on the Show 
said. “I had the opportunity to work with Ernie and to ask his 
support for events in the Irish Community. No e-mail was 
left unanswered! What a generous man, a professional who 
knew how to dress for an occasion and to prepare for public 
speaking!” She reflects on the first time he interviewed her: 
“From the moment he saw me, all he kept saying was ‘Just keep 
talking – I love to hear that Irish brogue.’ Well, the feeling 
was mutual – what a fabulous voice he had which I and my 

husband, Pádraig, loved to hear on the 
comedy show at 11 p.m. We Irish have a 
terrific sense of humour and know how to 
give someone who leaves us for a better 
place, a right good send-off. Ar dheis Dé 
go raibh a anam! May his soul be on the 
right-hand side of God!”

Scott Phelan, SPS Director and the 
person who now represents the Society 
on the community committee that guides 
the Radio Show, got to know Ernie as 
well: “He truly was the heart of not only 
the Irish Radio Show but of CJAD late 
night and the comedy scene in Montreal. 
In my dealings with Ernie, this last year 

or so, he was the consummate professional, 
while at the same time, remaining personable, positive, funny 
and creative. I hope that his legacy of the Irish Radio Show will 
continue well into the future. It would have been something 
I’m sure he would have wanted.”

We all extend our heartfelt condolences to his family. He was 
right, laughter is the shortest distance between friends. Ní bheidh 
a leithéid arís ann. We will not see his kind again.

Q: What do you call two straight days of rain in Ireland? 
A: A weekend.

It only rains twice a year in Ireland: 
  August through April; and 
 May through July.

Q: What’s the definition of an Irish optimist? 
A: A man with a sun visor on his rain hat.

“I can’t believe it,” said the tourist. “I’ve been here an 
entire week and it’s done nothing but rain. When do you 
have summer here?”
 
“Well, that’s hard to say,” replied the local. “Last year, it 
was on a Wednesday.”

Irish humour?
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By Martina McLean

The realization of a dream is a red-letter day. Seeing 
someone’s dream come true is a sight to behold. Knowing 

that it relates to the Irish language is the 9th wonder of the 
world – an éacht, a great deed. Welcome to “An Ghaeltacht,” 
Erinsville, Ontario, Canada which had its official opening on 
the 16th June 2007!

That Saturday, despite the sweltering day, many Montrealers 
braved the elements with a change of clothes to join our fellow 
speakers of Irish at the very aptly chosen location of the 
Erinsville area, Tamworth, Ontario, the site of the new and 
first permanent Gaeltacht outside Ireland.

Fired by the focused vision of Aralt MacGiolla Chainnigh, 
Cumann na Gaeltachta in Kingston, Ontario, purchased a 
60-acre parcel of land for $60,000 near Erinsville. This is an 
extremely lush piece of property which boasts more than 800 
metres of river frontage at the head of the Salmon River about 
a half-hour drive west of Kingston and near Lake Ontario.

Aralt, a teacher of physics and astronomy at the Royal Military 
College of Canada, whose roots are in Sligo and Derry, taught 
himself Irish and honed his skills in Glencolmcille, south 
Donegal with Oideas Gael, and when teachers from Oideas Gael 
travelled to Canada twice a year to teach Irish classes. 

Aralt explained that the word “Gaeltacht” is not used 
“frivolously” – “We want a place people can come to all 
year round and speak Irish.” Like Aralt who believes that a 
“Gaeltacht” is anywhere that people speak Irish, members of 
the Montreal Irish Language Study Circle, Comhrá, like many 
other groups in attendance, held the “Gaeltacht” sign without 
compunction and with much pride.   

Aralt put all attendees “faoi gheasa” (fwee heeah-sa = under a 
spell) only he never told us what the forfeit was, fortunately for 
those who did not rise to the challenge! All speakers answered 
his call by speaking whatever Irish they knew. 

Helen Gannon, Chairperson of Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann for 
North America probably voiced what many felt: “I didn’t expect 
the dream to be fulfilled so soon!”  It was also clear that the work 
was only beginning.

The speaker who stood out for me on the day was none other 
than Tomás MacGearailt, a close friend of Aralt’s who holds 
the title of “Cathaoirleach” (kah-ear-lah = Chairperson) of the 
“Gaelscoileanna” (gwale-skull-uhna = Immersion Irish schools), 
from Bantry, Co. Cork, Ireland. He explained how the Cumann’s 
project is an inspiration to the people of the Gaeltacht, teachers 
in gaelscoileanna and the youngsters who attend these schools 
in Ireland demonstrating that there is “anam” (ahn-uhm = soul/
life) in the Irish language abroad. He commended the team on 
being “laochra” (lay-oh-ra = warriors and one of many words 
for “heroes”), honouring those who fled from hunger in the 19th 
century, remembering the man from Connemara in 1974 in Alaska 
who claimed that Gaeilge was the language of poverty (teanga na 
mbochtaineacht = chah-nga nuh moh-tan-aht). Through laughter, 
he set another challenge for Aralt – being that there are 3.8 million 
Irish people in Canada, much the same population as in Ireland, 
that there would be a need for three Gaeltachts!

Declan Kelly, Irish Ambassador to Canada felt “enormously 
humbled to be present today” as he has learned from over 20 years 
around the world; the diaspora never cease to amaze and humble 
him as they are the ones who are reinvigorating the culture with 
their Herculean efforts. He quoted O’Cuív “Is le gach duine an 
Ghaeilge” – (Irish belongs to everyone), encouraging everyone 
to speak it regardless of whether they are eloquent speakers or 
have a “cúpla focal.”

Comhrá attendees from left to right: Gus O’Gormáin, 
Pádraig MacLochlainn, Anne Fortune (President), 

John Donohue, Yolanta Kruk, Mike Morin 
and Máirtíne Ní Bhrannagáin.

Tá an Ghaeilge beo in Ontario – Irish is alive in Ontario

The sign we were so happy to see!
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Anne McCormack, Vice Chair of Comhaltas was very astute 
in mentioning that “behind every leader, there are always the 
silent workers,” two of whom were particularly honoured by the 
Cumann with an award for their leadership and contribution: 
locating and procuring the land, clearing the property and making 
the walks which were later enjoyed.

The welcoming team impressed us all with their time-keeping 
for a very packed agenda:

 • Saturday, June 16th, 2007
  o  Opening Ceremony and Irish Cultural Display: 2:00 p.m.
  o  Tour of the Gaeltacht Site: 3:30 p.m.
  o  Visit to Beaver Lake: 5:00 PM
  o  Reception at Tamworth Legion: 6:00 p.m.
  o  Banquet at Tamworth Legion: 7:00 p.m.
  o  Céilí at Tamworth Legion: 8:00 - 11:00 p.m.

 •  Sunday, June 17th, 2007
  o  Irish Language Brunch, 
    Kingston Brewing Company: 11:00 a.m.
  o  Tour, Celtic Crosses of Kingston 1:00 p.m.

Aralt read the note received from the minister, Éamon Ó Cuív 
(Aire Gnóthaí Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta) with great 
pride. The minister, who is already sponsoring the Irish course at 
Concordia, congratulated the people of Canada on setting up an 
Irish Gaeltacht in Canada, wishing our work every success, growth 
and development, which brought cheers from the audience.

PJ MacGabhann from the National University of Ireland, St. 
Patrick’s College, Maynooth, reiterated what many speakers stated 
in other ways, “This is really big for Kingston and for Ireland… 
the dream cannot be underestimated… [and] it’s important to 
have the physical place.” He suggested that Aralt take Ráth 
Cairn, Co. Meath, Éire as his inspiration. In 1935, 27 families 

…alive in Ontario (cont.)

from Connemara were set up in Ráth Cairn with a house, a 
parcel of land, a horse, a sow and basic implements to farm 
the land. Knowing that Aralt will be thinking more along the 
lines of Internet and upskilling and upscaling the community, 
he reminded him that the still flourishing Ráth Cairn is a 
focal point for all people in Dublin and the surrounding areas, 
providing a place to celebrate all things Irish.

Future plans are to develop the site at “the rate of demand,” and 
build 16 cabins and a cultural centre eventually. Construction is 
aimed to begin within the next five years. In the meantime, the 
Cumann plans to continue to run Irish language and cultural 
weekends on the property by using large marquees. The idea is 
based on the Oideas Gael concept in Glencolmcille in County 
Donegal, which attracts hundreds to its language courses and 
cultural programs annually.

“Comhghairdeas” (co-hawer-dis = Congratulations) was the 
order of the day with the project receiving money orders from 
Údarás na Gaeltachta and Oideas Gael for US $1,000 each as 
well as promises of similar amounts locally, especially from 
the Town Council. 

Wonders will never cease and dreams do become reality 
when we work for them! Aralt and the team will need all the 
“fuinneamh” (fwi-niv – energy), determination and stamina 
available as well as more resources to further this dream and 
make it the beacon that Ráth Cairn is today. 

If you are interested in further information re the immersion 
courses at this Gaeltacht or how to assist with this project, 
please contact Aralt via e-mail, kenny-h@rmc.ca

*Words quoted in Irish were some of the key words used that 
day…

Fr. Harty
Er in Matheson is  closely 

c on ne c t e d  t o  t he  I r i sh 
community in Montreal.  Her 
grandfather, Thomas Duffin, born 
in Northern Ireland was a proud 
member of the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians, and her mother, the 
late Claire (Duffin) Matheson, was 
a member of the Saint Patrick’s 
Society for many years.  Her aunts, 
Sr. Kay Duffin and Lois (Duffin) 
Mumley are still involved.  

Erin keeps the Irish traditions alive.  At the early age of five, she 
began dancing with the Bernadette Short Irish Dancers, and over 
the years has taken part in many of the community’s annual events 
including the Luncheon and the Ball.  She is now 28, and reports 
that she has not yet missed a St. Patrick’s Day Parade!   

After completing her Bachelor’s degree at the University of 
Ottawa, Erin worked for several years as a Constituency / 
Administrative Assistant for Irwin Cotler, the M.P. for Mount 
Royal and former Minister of Justice.  More recently, she 
worked for a non-profit organization whose mission it was 
to implement Conflict Resolution programmes in elementary 
schools.  Erin is also a certified Wedding Planner. 

Married to Tod Lunt of Toronto, Erin is a mother to a 17 month-
old daughter, Molly Claire, who just a few weeks ago travelled 
with her parents to Ireland for the first time. She is very proud 
of her heritage and travels to Ireland regularly to visit her many 
cousins in Antrim; she even has Irish citizenship.

Erin is thrilled to be taking on such an active role in the Irish 
community.  She was looking for a way to get more involved, 
and this job seems just the ticket! 

Meet Erin Matheson, our new office manager
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St. Patrick Society’s summer photo gallery

May 31, Ambassador’s Lunch
hosted by ICCC at the University Club

Dr. Victoria Dickinson (Executive 
Director of McCord Museum of 

Canadian History) and Patrick Dunn

Farewell, but not goodbye  
to Geri Newell

A start to the McCord Project?

Margaret Healy and Paul Doyle

Mairead Lavery and Paul Dunne

Ambassador Declan Kelly, 
Anne Forrest and Commander 

Tom Touhy

L.O.V.E. representatives
 and Christie Brown

June 27, L.E.Eithne’s visit to Montreal

June 20, SPS AGM

Patrick Dunn, Mary McDaid
and Danny Zangwill

Photos: Anne Forrest

Crew and guests aboard the L.E.Eithne
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As we go to press with this issue of NUACHT, we don’t know 
if SPS Director and former Quebec Liberal Cabinet Minister, 

Tom Mulcair, will win or lose his bid to become the federal MP for 
Outremont, representing the New Democratic Party. The by-election 
will take place on Septembe 17th and the soothsayers and pundits on 
such matters are varied in their opinions on his prospects.

Tom Mulcair’s colleagues on the SPS Board know him as 
an energetic, articulate and thoughtful contributor to its 
deliberations. Always ready to use his not inconsiderable network 
for the benefit of our community, he has a clear view of his 
Irish heritage and an abundant knowledge and understanding 
of our culture. A lawyer with degrees in Civil Law (B.C.L.) and 
Common Law (LL.B.) from McGill University he has been a 
member of the Barreau du Québec since 1979. In addition to his 
other professional activities, he has worked as a lawyer for the 
Ministère de la Justice du Québec, Director of Legal Affairs for 
Alliance Québec, reviser for the translation of Manitoba Statutes, 
Professor at the Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières, and as 
President of the Office des professions du Québec. He has also 
been very active in community and political affairs.

Elected as MNA for Chomedey in the general election for the 
Québec Liberal Party on September 12, 1994, and re-elected in 
November 1998 and April 2003, he was the Official Opposition 
justice critic for four years, and the Official Opposition critic for 
trade and industry. He was the Deputy Opposition House Leader 
from 1998 to 2003. In April 2003, Premier Charest named him 
Minister of the Environment and Deputy Government House 
Leader. From February 18, 2005 to February 27, 2006, he served 
as Minister of Sustainable Development, Environment and Parks, 
Deputy Government House Leader, Minister responsible for the 
Laurentian and Lanaudière regions, Chairman of the Legislation 
Committee and member of the Priorities Committee of Cabinet. 
He resigned his Ministerial position on a point of principle when he 
opposed the proposed and subsequently abandoned Mont Orford 
development in the Eastern Townships. From February 27, 2006 
to March 25, 2007, he served as MNA for Chomedey. Now, he is 
the spokesman for the New Democratic Party in Québec. 

It is not for SPS to take a partisan position of supporting, or 
not supporting, the candidature for political office of any of its 
members. However, speaking purely personally, I must admit that 
should he succeed this time I will quietly sing a bar or two of the 
Internationale – or perhaps not so quietly. Then that’s just me.

Thomas J. Mulcair leads a long and proud 
SPS political procession

By Ned Eustace

It has been a while since a member of SPS has run for elected 
public office, but he joins a long list of members of the Society 
who have done so. Now city councillor and the holder of a number 
of senior cabinet posts in the Trudeau-led Liberal governments, 
Warren Allmand, comes to mind as the most recent but there are 
many others at all levels of government and across the full political 
spectrum. Among them, Montreal Mayor Sir William Hingston, 
who resigned his membership as a gesture against, what he termed 
“the uncalled-for division” of the Society in 1856 when its non-
sectarian principle was breached under the usually wiser influence 
of Fr. Patrick Dowd. Others include Charles Doherty, Minister of 
Justice, and no less than three Mayors: William Workman, Dr. 
James Guerin and Leo McKenna, each of whom was also President 
of SPS. Perhaps our most distinguished member who succeeded in 
elected public office was Thomas D’Arcy McGee, Irish patriot, a 
Father of Confederation and MP for Montreal West. He also had 
the distinction of expulsion from the Society; but that’s a story 
for another day.

Meeting the candidate at Julian Gray’s home

Cine Gael looks forward to another great season (number 16) 
and promises to bring you the best in Irish Cinema in 2008.

Among the films that are being considered is Small Engine 
Repair, written and directed by Niall Heery, which was given the 
Best First Film Award at last year’s Galway Film Fleadh and has 
received a number of other prestigious awards since then. It’s about 
a man who, feeling like he has hit rock bottom and with nothing 
left to lose, sets about making his dream a reality. 

Other possibilities include Garage directed by Lenny Abrahamson – 
“a hypnotic tragicomedy from the margins of contemporary Irish life,” 

Kings - a bilingual film, set in London, directed by Tom Collins, 
which tells the troubling story of five immigrant men from the west 
of Ireland (both of these films received rave reviews); Cré Na Cille 
(Graveyard Clay) based on an Irish language novel, and directed by 
Robert Quinn; Puffball (shown at this year’s Montreal World Film 
Festival and directed by Nicolas Roeg, and many others.

Make a note of the dates of screenings (p.20) and check the 
Cine Gael website at: www.cinegaelmontreal.com. 

Interesting line-up proposed by Cine Gael for upcoming season
By Dana Hearne
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Simon visits Ringsend, Dublin

June 4th, 2007. I can hardly believe it, but my trip to Ireland, 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland is over. On April 30th, 

I  embarked on a 35-day trip to Europe (London, Dublin and 
Belfast) to pursue my PhD archival work. 

My name is Simon Jolivet, I originally came from Grand-Mère 
(now Shawinigan) and since September 2004, have been doing 
a PhD in history at Concordia University under the supervision 
of Professor Ronald Rudin. What I actually intend to do for my 
PhD is pretty simple – I want to shed light on an overlooked 
but very important part of 20th century Quebec history: the 
impact of the Irish political question in the Province of Quebec 
between 1900 and 1925.

The effect of the Irish question and the rise of Irish nationalism 
in Canada remains a neglected historiographical subject in 
this country, particularly as it concerns Quebec, and I want 
to remedy this lacunae. The goal of my project is to study 
the various reactions emanating from many ethno-cultural 
communities in Quebec (Irish Protestant, Irish Catholic, French 
Canadian, Scottish, English) with regard to the Irish question, 
which affected the geopolitical situation of the British Isles, 
and even the organization of the British Empire. The innovative 
comparison will serve at the outset to better capture Quebec 
society, and better understand how it developed with regard 
to the Irish model.

As the aim is to deal with the Irish question in Canada, it rapidly 
became clear that it would be necessary to consult the archives 
available in Dublin, Belfast and  London, which show a wealth 
of certain deposits with regard to the Irish revolutionary period 
at the start of the century and its impact on Canada. To speak 
of Ireland and Canada and to only examine Canadian sources 
would be foolish and would not allow for a full view of the 
historical issues. And this is where the St. Patrick’s Society of 
Montreal became involved. 

Since 2004, I had the chance to get two scholarships from the 
Canadian Irish Studies Foundation and St. Patrick’s Society. 
These scholarships, and particularly the last one received in 
November 2006 for $2,500, were very worthwhile. Without 
this money, I simply would not have been able to spend such 
a long time in these three expensive cities. For example, in 
London, a weekly tube-pass costs £28 (about $60), a one-night 
stay in a simple but decent B&B costs at least £35 (about $74), 
and we are not even dealing here with the food issue. Without 
the help of  St. Patrick’s Society and of the Concordia History 
Department (I also received the Dagobert Broh Stipend), this 
journey would not have been possible.
 
Going to these cities was a great personal experience, and 
absolutely essential for my PhD research. I needed to go to the 
House of Lords Record Office in Westminster where personal 
papers of former English Prime Ministers Andrew Bonar Law 
and David Lloyd George, and those of Lord Beaverbrook (or 
Sir Max Aitken, a well-known businessman and politician 
who lived for many years in Montreal) are kept. I also needed 

to check the National Archives 
of the United Kingdom at Kew 
Gardens,  the National Library, 
Dublin, and the Public Record 
Office of Northern Ireland, 
Belfast.

Not going to these places 
would have been a mistake. For 
instance, I would not have found 
these very interesting quotes 
from the British Censorship 
Bureau, dealing with Quebec 

Simon is currently trying to find people and/or archives 
(newspapers of the time, magazines, parish weeklies, personal 
accounts, diaries, minutes of Irish-Montréal organizations 
etc) related to his reseach. From 1900 to 1925, there were 
Irish-Montrealers (and also Irish men and women in Québec 
City) involved in few Irish nationalist societies or Orange 
Lodges (United Irish League, Ancient Order of Hibernians, 
Self-Determination League for Ireland in Canada and 
Newfoundland, Loyal Orange Lodges etc.) and he would like to 
know more about them. If anyone has got archives at home or 
would simply like to meet him to talk about this, please contact 
him at: simonjolivet@yahoo.com, or 514-727-0526. 

Scholarship recipient writes letter of appreciation to SPS

and Ireland. In 1917, one officer of this Bureau stated: “Letters 
from Canada express much dissatisfaction with conditions in the 
Dominion ... Opposition to the National Registration scheme 
(preceding the 1917-1918 Conscription) – particularly in the 
province of Quebec– is alluded to ... Canadian correspondence 
contains a good deal of ‘pro-Irish’ sentiment.”

Nor could I have found this other jewel, also from 1917: “The 
Canadian mails are still interesting, partly owing to the fact that 
many writers have not yet realised that their letters may be opened. 
Some inward letters (no doubt from political opponents) comment 
unfavourably on the activities of Sir Sam Hughes (Canadian 
Minister of Militia until 1916) ... the arguments used with regard to 
conscription and the French-Canadians being curiously similar to 
those current here with respect to conscription and Ireland. There 
is much allusion to the energetic anti-recruiting activities of Henri 
Bourassa, the champion of ‘Christian civilization’ against the 
‘hellish ideas of English, Russian and Prussian militarism’ ...”

In summary, St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal has been a 
tremendous help in giving me the opportunity to accomplish and 
to mener à bien such a trip. It is perhaps sometimes hard to know 
what the real impact of such generous scholarships is, but I wanted 
to acknowledge the great support of such a benefactor. Let me 
finally thank also particularly your President, Mary McDaid, the 
President of the Canadian Irish Studies Foundation, Brian Gallery, 
and Prof. Michael Kenneally, Director of The Centre for Canadian 
Irish Studies at Concordia University for their help.

Merci beaucoup!!
Simon Jolivet
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Two SPS members were honoured at Concordia University 
convocations in June. Past President Donald W. McNaughton 

(1989-91) received an honourary doctorate for over 50 years of 
devotion to the University, and Brian Foran fulfilled a lifelong 
dream of obtaining a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in Voice 
and Music Studies. Both are self-made men who pursued 
their education while juggling career, family and community 
responsibilities. Each has shared his time, talents and voice for 
the benefit of others. Don, at 80, has an incredibly strong speaking 
voice while Brian at 70 has an ever-improving basso profundo 
singing voice.
 
In his acceptance speech, Don McNaughton told the graduates of 
the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science how he went to 
work after only one year at Loyola College and over a period of 
thirty years attended night classes at Loyola, Sir George Wiilliams 
and Concordia. “Even though I can’t claim a graduate degree,” he 
said, “I am glad that I did make the effort to further my education. 
I feel that I have seen Concordia from both sides, as a student and 
as a Board member.”
 
Don worked his way up through McKim Advertising, Canadian 
Liquid Air, Trans Canada Airlines and Carling Breweries before 
joining Canadian Schenley Distilleries in 1964 as Director of 
Advertising & Public Relations. After two years with a subsidiary 
in Vancouver, he returned to Montreal in 1969 as President & 
CEO of Canadian Schenley Inc., became Chairman & CEO in 
1985, and retired in 1999.
 
In 1971, as a member of the Loyola College Board of Trustees, 
Don joined the committee that negotiated the merger between 
Loyola and Sir George Williams University. From there he joined 
the Concordia Board of Governors, served as Chair from 1981 
to 1987, and remained a member until 1999 when he was named 
Governor Emeritus. 
 
Don’s  community involvement dates back even further, to his 
days at Loyola High School where he developed the “being 
for others” that governs his life. “It not only contributes to a 
better world in which to live, but a good feeling about oneself,” 
he told the graduates. “The added dividend,”  he said, “is you 
will meet many people that you will learn from. Some of these 
contacts will become your friends and your mentors, and some 
will, unfortunately, be examples of what you do not want to 
become!”
 
In closing, Don had these words of advice: “I am very proud 
and thankful for my long association with this, our Concordia! 
I see a great future for the university, and hope and pray that 
you, the graduating class of 2007, will be inspired to play a 
very meaningful and productive role in achieving this dream. 
Graduating from a university comes with certain privileges, but 
it also carries responsibilities to your communities. When your 
career is over, you will be evaluated more on what you had done 
with your education and your life, than on how successful you 
had been in the classroom. Designs and processes may change, 
but the need to give back to the community is constant.”

Brian Foran, too, is a graduate of Loyola High School (1955). 
Family circumstances were such that he opted to get a job 
rather than pursue his studies. He joined Dominion Textile, took 
evening classes at Loyola College, graduated with a B.Comm. in 
1975 from the newly formed Concordia University, made a niche 
for himself in credit management and moved to Burlington 
Canada, and Wabasso before becoming general manager of the 
Canadian Textile Credit Bureau. He retired in 2002.
 
Music, meanwhile, was always a big part of Brian’s life although 
he never had any formal training. He taught himself to play the 
guitar in the early sixties and learned to read the treble clef. 
Around the time the youngest of his five children was born, 
a friend introduced him to the Montreal Men’s Welsh Choir 
where he learned to read the bass clef. That was 28 years ago 
and the quiet man with the big voice is still singing with them. A 
chance meeting with Gus O’Gorman prompted Brian to join St. 
Patrick’s Society and to pursue his interest in all things Irish. Six 
of his eight great-grandparents were Irish and two were French 
Canadian. About ten years ago, he joined the UIS entertainment 
group and goes out with them at least five or six times a year 
to bring Irish music to seniors and community groups. He 
even found time to spend one season with the Montreal West 
Operatic Society and to travel all the way from his LaSalle home 
to Ahuntsic to sing with the Ensemble Vocale Katimavik for 
two years. Somewhere along the way, he started taking singing 
lessons with Beverly McGuire and, with her encouragement, 
decided to enrol full time at Concordia.
 
This was not what his wife Anne had in mind when he retired. 
They were supposed to travel. Apart from a two-week trip to 
Ireland in 2003, Brian devoted five years to his studies. He 
even had to give up singing with the St. Patrick’s Basilica choir 
because it was interfering with his assignments, to say nothing 
of his family life. At Concordia he got into opera and jazz, sang 
with the University Choir and the Chamber Choir, and decided 
to learn to play the piano. “I’m finally putting the treble and 
bass clefs together,” he jokes. 
 
Brian’s voice and piano lessons will continue. As he told Bill 
Brownstein in The Gazette of June 20th, “basses and baritones 
get better with age.” He is also contemplating a degree in 
Canadian Irish Studies at Concordia, or a diploma in music 
performance, also at Concordia, or a degree in liberal arts at 
the Thomas More Institute for Adult Education. “It won’t be 
full time, though,” he promises. “I really would like to have 
more free time to travel,” he says. 
 
When asked what his favourite Irish song is, he replied without 
hesitation: “My Mary of the Curling Hair.” Perhaps we’ll get 
to hear him sing it one day.

By Kathleen Dunn
Concordia by degrees

Oral History Project
Dana Hearne is still hoping for responses to her survey (May 
NUACHT, pp. 10/11). Please check www.stpatricksociety.com 
to respond. New tel. no. (514) 848-2424 extension 5266. 
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During the St. Patrick’s Luncheon in March, 2001, after 
speaking with Father Eric Maclean, S.J., I decided it was 

time to do some research on my great great uncle Edward J. 
Devine, S.J. My mother had often spoken of him with fondness 
and, at times, outright adulation. Her grandmother, Mary Ann 
Devine Berrea, with whom she had lived while attending school 
in Montreal, was Father Devine’s sister. In family keepsakes, 
we have discovered books, articles and prayers that he wrote 
and many medals, prayers and postcards he had sent my 
mother during his travels. Ours was a lifetime of devotion to 
this man whom my siblings and I never met but who we knew 
had made a significant contribution to our faith and to the Irish 
community of Montreal.
 
Edward James Devine, Jesuit, editor, printer 
and writer, was born in Bonnechère Point, 
Renfrew County, Ontario, on March 3, 
1860, the son of John Devine and Maria 
McDonnell. From humble beginnings, he 
became what many considered one of the 
best-known Jesuits in English-speaking 
Canada. Among his accomplishments, he 
was the main promoter and publicist of the 
cause that led to the beatification of the 
Canadian Jesuit Martyrs in 1925. He was 
a distinguished and popular orator and a 
successful preacher of retreats, renowned 
across the continent from Newfoundland to 
Alaska. He was the editor of the Canadian 
Messenger of the Sacred Heart from 1905 
to 1927, turning it into the best known 
and most widely circulated magazine in 
Catholic Canada.  He was the Director of the 
Apostleship of Prayer for English-speaking 
Canada and the author of numerous books 
and articles.

Research, study and writing did not come easily to the young 
man who left his Ottawa Valley home at 13 to be apprenticed 
and then to work as a printer in New York. It was at St. Francis 
Xavier High School there that he met the Jesuits and entered 
their novitiate at Sault-aux-Récollets near Montreal in 1879. 
His training thereafter and until 1892 was most unusual: he 
did very poorly in his studies, suffered from severe and violent 
headaches as well as other health problems, and travelled much 
more than the average Jesuit student of his day.
 
Eventually, and although he had never actually finished a single 
course, he was ordained a priest by Archbishop Fabre in the 
Church of the Sulpicians near the Jesuits’ summer house at Oka, 
Quebec, on July 14, 1889. During his year of spiritual theology, 
1892-93, at Sault-aux-Récollets, headaches continued to plague 
him until the removal of a large ulcer dramatically cured him. 
In fact, for the rest of his life he enjoyed robust good health.

Except for a few years in Sudbury, Port Arthur, Windsor   
(Ontario), Nome (Alaska), and London (England), Father 

Devine ties to Loyola and Montreal
Devine spent most of his life in Quebec. He taught English 
at Collège Ste-Marie (forerunner of Loyola High School and 
College), studied philosophy at Laval University, convalesced 
in Trois-Rivières, and learned to speak French and Huron. He 
was among the first group of students at Immaculée-Conception 
in Montreal, but instead of studying he bought a printing press 
and founded what eventually became the flourishing Messenger 
Press. He managed that office, instructed the Brothers as printers 
and, in 1888, published the first annual catalogue of the Jesuits 
in Canada. 
 
Father Devine’s ministry among Montreal Anglophones was 
exceptionally fruitful. He took a leading part in the organization 

of the Catholic Sailors Club and of the 
Loyola Club of McGill University. The 
latter became the Columban Club in 
1907 and the Newman Club in 1929. 
During his years in Montreal he also 
encouraged the young women of the 
Loyola Literary Club to work among 
patients leaving hospital with no place 
to go. In 1916, he blessed the Loyola 
Convalescent Home they had founded, 
and remained its chaplain until he left 
Montreal in 1924. That Home later 
became the Montreal Convalescent 
Hospital and is today known as the 
Lindsay Rehabilitation Hospital (see 
NUACHT, November, 2005, p. 3). 
The Catholic Truth Society, which he 
founded in 1921, was another of his 
achievements, as was the incorporation 
of the Loyola Literary Club into the 
Catholic Women’s League of Canada 
in 1922. But it was especially as the Father Devine with his sisters Mary Ann and 

Catherine  (Sister Loyola of the Grey Nuns) English-speaking preacher at the 
Church of the Gesù that Father Devine 
influenced people most.
 

It was while he was convalescing in Trois-Rivières in 1884 that 
he found what would become his life’s passion. He uncovered in 
an abandoned corner the old records of the parish kept by Father 
Jacques Buteux in the 1640s. For most of the next forty years, he 
devoted every spare moment to archival research. Among other 
discoveries was that in 1892, of the 1644 parchment issued by 
Pope Urban VIII granting plenary indulgence to the Hurons who 
would visit the Chapel of St. Joseph at Ste-Marie near Midland. His 
publications began soon afterwards. The first edition of his Jesuit 
Martyrs of Canada appeared in 1916, the year in which Vatican 
representatives agreed to the official introduction of their cause.
 
At the formal Apostolic Commission in Quebec in 1922, Father 
Devine testified as an expert witness for over 18 hours, never 
faltering in his detailed knowledge and appreciation of the lives and 
works of the early Jesuits. He was in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome 
for their beatification on 21 June 1925 and a year later he was in 
Midland, Ontario, for the solemn opening of the Martyrs’ Shrine.
 

By Sandy McDonaugh
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Father Devine took advantage of every experience to write. In 
March 1902, he was asked to minister to those on the gold rush 
in Alaska and along the Klondike. He travelled from St. John’s 
Newfoundland, where he happened to be preaching a retreat, to 
Nome, Alaska, across the continent at its widest point. The book 
recounting his adventure was later published by Benziger Bros. 
in New York as Across Widest America and in Paris as À travers 
l’Amérique. He also recounted his experiences as chaplain on the 
railway in Northern Ontario in a series of articles in The Month, 
a Jesuit journal published in London, England.
 
During his years in Montreal, Father Devine wrote nine major 
books including a novel, The Training of Silas, published in New 
York, and a translation of Laure Conan’s À l’oeuvre et ... l’é- 
preuve: The Master Motive: A Tale of the Days of Champlain. 
His “historic” Caughnawaga won the Province of Quebec’s 
major literary prize, the Prix David, in 1922 and proved a major 
stimulus in persuading the Bishop of Albany to introduce the 
cause for the beatification of Kateri Tekakwitha. Father Devine 
had been the first to lead a pilgrimage of white people to her tomb 
in Caughnawaga (Kahnawake) in 1907.
 
When the Jesuit Province of Canada was divided in 1924, the 
Messenger and Father Devine were transferred to Toronto. On 
September 30, 1927, he suffered a cerebral hemorrhage which 
paralyzed his right side. A second stroke a few weeks later, 
aggravated by pneumonia, led to his death on November 5, 
1927.

The joint sponsorship of the exhibition by the St. Patrick’s 
Society and  the Irish Protestant Benevolent Society underscores 
its significance. These two societies are the longest established 
and most broadly based organizations in the two branches into 
which the Irish community in Quebec, the largest and longest 
established in Canada, has historically been divided. Joint 
sponsorship of the exhibition by the two societies is a significant 
step in recognizing common elements in the experience of both 
branches of the Quebec Irish community and in the putting 
aside of former differences between them.

In this, the joint sponsorship by the two societies reflects 
in the Irish community in Quebec the promising political 
developments now taking place in Ulster. This is emphasized 
by the support given to the exhibition by both the Irish Embassy 
and the British High Commission. Their sponsorship will be 
invaluable to the McCord Museum gaining easier access to 
museum collections and artifacts in the Irish Republic and 
the United Kingdom and to show the Ireland from which 
immigrants came.

Irish thread… (cont.)Devine… (cont.)

Mounting an exhibition of the quality and scope needed to 
properly show the course of Irish history in Quebec is a large-
scale project, one requiring a good deal of organizational work 
and carrying a considerable price tag. To deal with these two 
parts of the preparation for the exhibition, the St. Patrick’s 
Society and the Irish Protestant Benevolent Society have 
formed a joint committee to act as the liaison between them 
and the McCord Museum and other outside agencies. The joint 
committee will also be working on the crucial task of securing 
funding for the exhibition.

Discussions with the McCord Museum’s staff over the past 
several months have produced a detailed budget for the 
exhibition amounting to about $825,000. Of this, the McCord 
Museum will be contributing $250,000 from its own internal 
resources. There remains a balance of about $575,000 to be 
raised from other sources.

Approximately $100,000 will be contributed by the two 
Societies and efforts are  underway to raise further funds from 
potential donors such as businesses, charitable foundations and 
individual members of the Irish community.

Funding from the provincial and federal governments, as 
well as municipal ones will be the key to the success of this 
exhibition. While the joint committee is now working on these 
particular applications, we call upon the entire Irish community 
to lend its support to this effort by publicizing the event and by 
petitioning its representatives at all levels of government. In 
March 2009, we will all celebrate “The Irish in Quebec” – let 
the strength of our community be reflected in our community-
wide support now and by our pride in 2009.

…a considerable price tag

St. Patrick’s Society appoints chaplain

In 2002, when teaching theology at Concordia University, Msgr. 
Sean Harty was named episcopal vicar for the English-speaking 

community of the Montreal archdiocese. In this capacity he 
became responsible for some 190,000 anglophone Catholics in 
the Montreal region.

Of Irish descent, Msgr. Harty has strong ties with the Montreal 
Irish community. His mother, Mary (a well-known singer), 
presently resides in St. Patrick Square. Together, they make 
frequent visits to Ireland.

SPS extends a very warm welcome to Msgr. Harty.
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The Celtic Tiger period, during which Ireland caught up 
on its previously much more prosperous EU neighbours, 

extended from 1993 to 2001. Ireland’s economy grew at a an 
unprecedented rate.

In per capita purchasing power terms, our national output is now 
about 10 per cent higher than that of the rest of Western Europe, and 
about 20 per cent higher than that of the enlarged EU. Of course, 
everyone in our State is pleased at our economic performance, for 
we are all beneficiaries of this extraordinary development. But the 
question of how and why it happened - issues that have engaged 
governments and informed opinion worldwide - are rarely asked in 
the country where this development actually occurred.

Great emphasis is rightly placed by economists, and by politicians 
and business people, upon the role played in economic growth by 
increases in labour productivity - output per worker. In Ireland 
between 1993 and 2001, output per worker improved by almost 
one-half, growing by over 5 per cent a year. Elsewhere in Europe, 
it increased at only one-third of that rate.

Undoubtedly a major factor in this was the arrival in Ireland 
during that eight-year period of almost 300 new mainly high-tech 
industrial projects. These increased almost fivefold the value of 
our manufacturing output, trebled the volume of exports, and, 
most important of all, virtually quadrupled the reported money 
value of the average industrial worker’s output.  However, the 
increase in labour productivity explains less than half of the more-
than-doubling of the volume of output per head of population that 
took place during this brief period.

Whence came the remainder of this huge boost to our people’s 
purchasing power? It came from an unprecedented increase of 
almost one-half in our workforce, a process that involved bringing 
into paid employment very many people who had previously been 
outside the labour force, namely, unemployed people, students, 
or women who had been working in the home. All these had 
until then been dependants, either supported by bread-winning 
parents or spouses, or, in the case of the unemployed, by the State 
through social payments. In addition, a significant proportion of 
those who had emigrated during the financial crisis of the 1980s 
returned during this period to join the Irish workforce.

Through these four processes, the proportion of dependants to 
workers in Ireland was transformed. In 1993 every 100 workers 
had to support, as well as themselves, over 220 dependants - more 
than 320 people in all - either as members of their own families, 
or through the taxes they paid to support the unemployed.

But by 2001 the number of workers had been so increased, and 
the number of dependants so reduced, that on average each group 
of 100 workers was now supporting only 124 dependants - 224 
people in all, including the 100 bread-winners themselves.

So, by 2001 the average worker was both producing 46 per cent 
more output - and needed to share this increased output amongst 
28 per cent fewer people. That meant that the resources available 

per head of population were double what they had been back in 
1993. (Check the calculation yourself: 146/72 = 2.03).

Thus our ability to catch up with our EU partners during the Celtic 
Tiger years owed everything to a happy timing coincidence between 
the period of peak demand by foreign industry for Irish labour 
in Ireland and a parallel peak in the availability of Irish labour 
from all four potential sources - the growth of all of which slowed 
markedly after 2001.

It is worth looking at these changes individually. First of all, the years 
from 1993 to 2001 were a period during which the flow of young 
people out of the educational system into employment was growing 
rapidly - quite simply because the Irish birth rate had risen sharply in 
the 1970s, peaking in 1980. During those eight years the ratio of the 
annual flow of education-leavers to the size of the existing workforce 
was 60 per cent higher in Ireland than in the rest of Europe.

Next, up to the 1990s, female participation in the Irish labour force was 
very low. In 1993 the proportion of women outside the labour force 
had been one-third higher here than in the rest of Europe. But during 
the Celtic Tiger period so many more women entered the workforce 
that the Irish female workforce grew almost five times faster during 
these years than was happening in the rest of Europe. Moreover 
following the economic crisis of the 1980s, Ireland in 1993 still had 
an unemployment rate half as high again as in the rest of Europe.

During the following eight years the scale of the Irish flow from 
unemployment into work was almost four times faster than that of 
the rest of the EU. This factor alone added one-eighth to the number 
of people at work. Finally, during this Celtic Tiger period about 
one-quarter of the large outflow of emigrants during the financial 
crisis of the 1980s returned to work in Ireland, adding further to 
the supply of experienced labour.

The consequence of this temporary combination of favourable labour 
demand and supply factors - for which there has been no European 
precedent - was that during this brief period Irish employment was able 
to grow five times faster than in the rest of EU! And that contributed 
even more to our increased prosperity than the increase of almost 
one-half in labour productivity during those years.

Since 2000 our growth rate has decelerated, reflecting a slower rate 
of improvement in labour productivity as well as a slower decline 
in dependency than in the Celtic Tiger period, nevertheless by 
substituting immigrant labour for the much reduced growth in our 
domestic labour supply after 2001, up to the early months of this 
year our economy continued to outpace by a margin of almost three 
to one what had become a more sluggish European growth rate.

Reproduced, with some editing, from The Irish Times, July 21, 
2007
Dr. Garrett FitzGerald is a former Prime Minister of Ireland, 
a key architect of peace in Northern Ireland, an economist and 
journalist. He has spoken to Montreal audiences on a number 
of occasions in recent years; most recently he was the inaugural 
speaker at the SPS Annual Lecture at Concordia University. 

What caused the Celtic Tiger phenomenon?
By Garret FitzGerald
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The story of the bell must be ancient history to most of you. 
However, recent developments have made it, once again, a 

controversial topic.

Over 30 years ago, diver Pierre Beaudry, of Longueuil, salvaged 
a large brass bell from the wreck of the Empress of Ireland, a 
Canadian Pacific steamship which sank in the St. Lawrence River 
near Rimouski on May 29th, 1914. Many of the other treasures 
that Beaudry recovered have been sold during 
the past decade. However, in 2000, he was 
prohibited from selling the bell to a foreign 
buyer by the Canadian Culture Export Review 
Board. That ban was removed earlier this year 
by former federal Heritage Minister, Bev 
Oda, and now Beaudry is at liberty to sell to 
whomever he pleases.

Marion Kelch, who chairs the Empress of 
Ireland Committee, a non-profit organization 
based in Alberta, claims that by her action, Bev 
Oda has undermined the ongoing negotiations 
and efforts to keep the bell in Canada.

The Musée de la Mer, which opened in 2002 
and is located near the site of the wreck at 
Pointe au Père, offered Beaudry $350,000 for 

Let’s make sure the bell stays in Canada
By Anne Forrest

his entire collection of artifacts recovered from 
the ship. Also, a couple of museums in western 
Canada had hoped to convince Beaudry to 
sell the bell to them. The offers were rejected by the Longueuil 
diver who is confident that the bell could be sold for more than 
$1 million.

Ironically, it was Beaudry who succeeded in getting the wreck 
designated as a Canadian heritage site. Divers may still explore 
the ship but may not remove any of the remaining artifacts. 
Perhaps his basement that presently houses the bell should be 
declared a heritage site! 

Why should Beaudry be allowed to make an exorbitant 
profit from the sale of the bell? It would seem unlikely that a 

Canadian buyer will pay $1 million for the 
bell, leaving the door open for a foreign 
purchaser.

Recognizing that some action should 
be taken, Fr. Tom McEntee and Victor 
Boyle (AOH) are spearheading a letter-
writing campaign directed at the Heritage 
Minister and local MPs. They recommend 
that the bell should remain in Canada 
and, ideally, in the Musée de la Mer (the 
Canadian Maritime Museum).

If you agree with them and are equally 
anxious to resolve this contentious issue, 
follow their example and write your letters 
of protest.

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if St. Patrick’s 
Society and the Irish Protestant Benevolent 
Society were permitted to exhibit the bell 
in next year’s exhibition!

Photo courtesy of Marion Kelch’s website:
www.empressartifacts.org/

A memorial marking the 160th anniversary of the tragic sinking 
of a Sligo ship off the coast of Quebec took place last 

month. Douglastown in the Gaspé held a week of reflection from 
August 13 entitled “Semaine de la Irlandaise,” commemorating 
all those who died on the ill-fated Irish emigrant ship, Carricks 
of Whitehaven.

The ship sank off Cap des Rosiers in 1847, killing 119 of the 
187 passengers onboard, all emigrants from Lord Palmerston’s 
estate.

A monument was erected in 1890 by the Parish of St. Patrick’s, 
Montreal, honouring the deceased, with an Irish flag flying 365 
days a year at the monument site. Later the bell from the ship, 
which was washed ashore in 1968, also became part of the 
monument.

To mark the 160th anniversary, Mass was celebrated on Sunday, 
August 19th and attended by over 100 people, many of whom 
were descendants of the survivors. The event was both a day of 
“reflection” and “celebration.”

In his sermon, Fr. Allard recalled the events of 160 years ago 
and the experience of Fr. Doolan of Douglastown on the night 
of April 28th, 1847.

“The priest was visiting in Grand Greve and woke up during 
the night announcing that he had a premonition, that he had 
to go to Cap des Rosiers immediately as he was needed 
there. He was taken by boat and on arriving at the horrible 
scene, administered to the survivors and prayed all night for 
those drowned in the sea and cast up on the rocks. He was 
so overcome with what he witnessed that night that he never 
celebrated Mass again.” 

The Canadian Government also presented a new Irish flag, 
which now flies at the monument at Cap des Rosiers. Sligo 
historian, Joe McGowan was moved to find that the French-
speaking area of Gaspé remembers the victims from Sligo 160 
years after the tragedy.

Adapted from article written by Maria Tracey for The Sligo 
Champion, Wednesday, August 29, 2007.

Memorial marks sinking of another emigrant ship
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Upcoming lectures
Novelist Colum McCann reads from Zoli 
October 12, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. 
De Sève Cinema, McConnell Library Building, 
1400, boul. de Maisonneuve Ouest

Irish Studies Colloquium: Three lectures by Dr. Kevin Whelan 
of the Keough-Naughton Institute for Irish Studies, Notre 
Dame

“Writing Northern Ireland: History, Memory and Politics in 
Heaney, Friel and Deane”
October 22, 23 and 24, 2007 at 8:30 p.m. 
Location to be confirmed. Check www.cdnirish.concordia.ca 
or call (514) 848-8711 for updates. 

Public Lecture by Dr. Maurice Bric of University College 
Dublin’s School of History and Archives
“Daniel O’Connell and Public Protest in early Nineteenth 
Century Ireland” 
November 8, 2007 at 8:30 p.m. 
Rm. LB-646, McConnell Library Building, 
1400 de Maisonneuve Ouest 

The Sixth Annual Bishop Neil Willard Lecture presented by 
Dr. Clare Carroll, the 2007 Peter O’Brien Visiting Scholar
“The Irish in Rome: Exiles in a Global City” 
November 15th, 2007 at 8:30 p.m. 
EV1.615 Amphitheatre, 
1515, rue Ste-Catherine Ouest, Concordia University (tbc)

Irish poet, Catherine P. MacCarthy reads from Suntrap
November 20, 2007 at 8:30 p.m. 
Rm. LB-646, McConnell Library Building, 
1400, boul. de Maisonneuve Ouest 

Public Lecture by Dr. Mary Burke of the University of 
Connecticut’s Department of English
“Whitening Off-White Trash: The Evolution of Irish Minority 
Identity in North America” 
November 22, 2007 at 8:30 p.m. 
Rm. LB-646, McConnell Library Building, 
1400, boul. de Maisonneuve Ouest

All of the above events are free and open to everyone. For 
more information, please visit our website at www.cdnirish.
concordia.ca or call 514.848.8711

Canadian Irish Studies

Register now for two Irish film courses to be offered January 
2008 (more details in our next issue of NUACHT):
Introduction to Irish Film (IRST 398A/FMST 335Q) 
Thursdays 8:45 -12:45. Surveys the most significant moments 
in Irish film history
The Films of Neil Jordan (FMST 398N) Tuesdays 1:15 -
5:15. Analyzes and contextualizes the work of Ireland’s most 
renowned and prolific filmaker, screenplay and fiction writer. 

When I was a young teenager enamored with classical music, 
opera and Pavarotti in particular, I was always told that 

my favourite singer got his start in Dublin at the Gaiety Theatre. 
Yesterday, I learned that there was some truth in that.

In the Irish Independent on the day we learned of the “Maestro” 
leaving us to suffer no more from pancreatic cancer, Paddy 
Brennan, the veteran opera singer and archivist with Opera 
Ireland (formerly the Dublin Grand Opera Society) remembered 
how he shared the stage in 1963 with a “hopeful” Pavarotti 
as a member of the chorus in Rigoletto and admired his great 
football talent off the stage during their regular “kick-about” 
in the Phoenix Park.

Pavarotti: voluminous voice 
and twinkle toes

By Martina McLean

In 1990, my dream came true – I too shared the stage with 
Pavarotti in Verona, Italy, no less to sing one of my favourite 
works as a member of an international chorus called the World 
Festival Choir - Verdi’s Requiem. In spite of not being allowed to 
his dressing room, I led our party of four young groupies past all 
the guards where we serenaded him in a corridor with great Irish 
classics, as Gaeilge, in four-part harmony. He ordered the body 
guards to let the Irish girls in and then he signed autographs 
and let us take as many photos as we wanted.

He made us feel like stars rather than star-struck and was so 
encouraging that we all continued with our musical journeys. 
My abiding memory was how he painstakingly and very clearly 
autographed my inflatable emerald shamrock, courtesy of 
the then “Jacob’s Biscuits,” the Irish biscuit company which 
sponsored the Irish soccer team and encouraged a fan club. 
In hindsight, knowing how much Ireland and soccer meant to 
Pavarotti, I realize how significant that act was in its reverence 
for the sport and our country.

Ironic, isn’t it that I started going to opera at the Gaiety Theatre 
at the age of ten when I bought my first tickets with my 
confirmation money and took both my mother and my favourite 
aunt who died of multiple cancers in March this year?

If St. Augustine is right that to sing is to pray twice, then, I’ve 
no doubt that Pavarotti is up there with the best of them and he 
can continue to send chills down my spine and bring tears to 
my eyes when I listen to my CDs and watch my DVDs.

A humbled Martina with her sought-after autograph
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                  General Contractor 
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   Guaranteed service and quality. 
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            Anjou, H1J 3B9, Montreal, Quebec. 
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         RBQ Licence : 8333-3187
 
                        

The scion of an illustrious – and fabulously eccentric – English 
literary dynasty referees four generations of father-son 

antagonisms in this scintillating family memoir.  
 
Alexander Waugh focuses on the fraught relationship between 
his great-grandfather, prominent author and publisher, Arthur 
Waugh, and Arthur’s son, the famous novelist, Evelyn. Arthur was 
a hopeless Victorian who doted on his elder son Alec and warmly 
sentimentalized their family life and boarding school traditions.

Evelyn was the disaffected black sheep who wallowed in drink, 
bisexual dissipation and contemporary cynicism. In contrast to 
Arthur’s paternal over-involvement, Evelyn tried hard to avoid 
his own children’s company or, when contact was inescapable, to 
heap exquisitely refined derision on their heads.
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Father and Sons
By Alexander Waugh
Doubleday Publishing
472 pages 
$18.50 (Amazon.com)
Reviewed by Neil McKenty

Evelyn Waugh revisited: memoirs of a troubled family 

One exception to this sarcastic put-down of his children (he had 
seven) was Evelyn’s deep fondness for his daughter Margaret 
whom he called Meg. For a year at the beginning of the sixties, I 
worked with Margaret on literary matters at the Jesuit residence, 
Farm Street in London, made more memorable by Waugh’s 
description in his most famous novel, Brideshead Revisited. Just 
now my wife and I are watching a re-broadcast of the splendid 
television series of the same name.
 
As I remember her, Margaret was a pretty, vivacious 
young woman who wanted to get married, have 
lots of babies and become a writer. Which she did 
– all three. Sadly, Margaret’s life was cut tragically 
short in a fatal motor accident in London in the 
mid-eighties.
 
Another memory stands out from my year at Farm 
Street. One Saturday, I was going to lunch, only to 
learn that Evelyn Waugh himself had visited the 
famous Jesuit residence that very morning. I have 
never fully forgiven my colleagues for not alerting 
me to his visit. Farm Street had many famous visitors 
from the theatre and publishing worlds. One I did 
manage to meet was Alec Guinness.
 
Evelyn found his seven-year-old son, Auberon, 
Alexander’s father, to be “clumsy and dishevelled, 
sly, without intellectual, aesthetic or spiritual 
interest.” In spite of this, Evelyn managed to impart 
a literary legacy to his son that emerged in Auberon’s 
later career as a famous and notoriously acerbic 
columnist.  
           

Alexander Waugh often lets the diaries and letters of his 
compulsively, self-documenting subjects carry the story, 
sprinkling in smarmy family anecdotes and his own colour  
commentary.  
 
If this book were merely an excuse to reprint some of Evelyn’s 
hilarious jottings, it would be well worth the price. But Fathers 
and Sons is also an absorbing study of how writers process 
their most painfully formative experiences.
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Alexander’s grandfather, 
Evelyn Waugh
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After being stranded in Halifax for one night, due to foggy 
weather, I was greeted with an unexpected, friendly embrace 

from Professor Danine Farquharson, President of the Canadian 
Association for Irish Studies (CAIS) and this year’s conference 
host when I arrived at Memorial University of Newfoundland 
(MUN) for the 2007 annual CAIS Conference. “This year was 
a particularly good year to hold it in St. John’s,” said Professor 
Farquharson. “We have graduate students in Irish Studies and 
we have a Chair of Irish Studies, now, and everybody wanted to 
come to St. John’s so that made everything fit together.” 

CAIS 2007 welcomed 50 local and international delegates, 
academics and non-academics alike, from Montreal, Newfoundland 
itself, the United States, Ireland, Germany and Australia, who 
gathered at Memorial University over three days to present their 
research on a variety of interdisciplinary topics, or simply to attend 
and support the presenters. According to Farquarhson, the variety 
of topics kept the sessions continually interesting. This year’s 
conference, which began with a reception at the Mullok Library, 
Basilica of St. John the Baptist, in the heart of St. John’s, focused 
on Secrets & Lies and /or the Irish in Newfoundland.

The Conference proved to be a good opportunity for the graduate 
student delegates to present part of their PhD research projects. 
Irish PhD student Bridget O’Connell, from the Waterford Institute 
of Technology, spoke on The Influence of Irish Fiddle Playing 
in Newfoundland. “I am hoping to define the original styles 
that exist in Newfoundland, and make some comparison with 
Irish fiddle playing,” O’Connell explained. Australian delegate, 
Caitlin McGuinness, came specifically because the theme of 
the conference related very closely to her PhD thesis – Secrecy 
in Irish fiction. Other fields of study included Women’s Studies, 
Anthropology, Geography and History. 

Montreal and Concordia University had the spot they deserved. Simon 
Jolivet and Peggy Regan, two graduate students in History from 
Concordia University, and professor Sean Farrell, from Northern 
Illinois University and the 2005 O’Brien Visiting Scholar in Irish 
Studies at Concordia University were in attendance. Jolivet and 
Farrell both presented papers. Jolivet’s topic was A Hidden Story: 
The Impact of the Irish Question in Quebec, 1900-1925. During the 
closing banquet, Jolivet was awarded the inaugural Joseph McGann 
Memorial Award for best student paper. Professor Sean Farrell 
expressed his changing views on his on-going research topic, Charting 
the Seismic Zone: The Challenges of Writing Sectarianism in Irish 
Historiography. It was for him, a chance to revisit his thoughts on 
Sectarianism which he had discussed seven years earlier in his book, 
Ritual & Riots: Sectarian Violence and Political Culture in Ulster, 
1784-1886. 

Cultural events including two keynote lectures, the poetry reading 
and the big concert on Friday night were open to the public. These 
events “are always appreciated by the delegates and attendees who 
were impressed by the musical talent,” said delegate Seamus Smyth, 
former president of the National University of Ireland, in Maynooth. 
After being president for ten years, he has returned to his original field 
of studies, which is historical geography. 

The friendliness at CAIS was palpable and the vivid interest, curiosity 
and encouragement, which emanated from the presentations was 
striking. Despite the terrible weather, which delayed some people and 
actually prevented others from attending,  it was felt that Newfoundland 
was a particularly appropriate place to hold the conference this year, 
after a 30-year absence, given the place’s significant Irish connections. 
I can only agree with that, myself.

     

By Audrey O’ Breham
Delegates at CAIS Conference enjoy camaraderie

Since 1978, the MIRFC has brought thousands of visitors to 
Montreal over successive Labour Day weekends. The draw 

– a two-day long festival of international rugby. September 
1st & 2nd, 2007, saw another glorious weekend of rugby and 
Irish hospitality as teams from the US (Boston and the Navy 
Academy) took on teams from the Royal Military Academy, 
Kingston, Quebec City and of course, Montreal. 

Meanwhile, the Montreal Irish women (with some guest 
players) hosted Ormstown, Bishop’s University and Acadia 
University from Nova Scotia. Although both Irish teams 
made it to the Sunday finals, only our women were able to 
bring home the bacon and walk away champions, whilst the 
men narrowly lost to Quebec. Thanks to all those who helped 
make the tournament a success not just this year but for the 
last three decades.
Martin Buckle

Montreal Irish Rugby Football Club hosts
“Des O’Neill” International Tournament For the twelfth straight year we were once again greeted with 

ideal weather for our golf tournament.  (Somebody up there 
must like us!) Once again we were sold out a month in advance 
and had to place extra players on the second course. And once 
again we exceeded last year’s net earnings, raising over $16,000  
for the charitable works of St. Patrick’s Society.
 
A special thanks to Sean Finn of the CNR for being a major 
sponsor of our tournament. And thanks also to my friends from 
Two Mountains who brought in six foursomes, including two 
foursomes from the Boston area.
 
Our co-chairmen, Brian O’Neill and Wayne Hogan, with a little help 
from our great committee, made sure that everyone had a fine time with 
beautiful prizes for each golfer.
 
For those who missed this great day, please take note: Next year’s 
tournament will be held on Tuesday, June 17th, 2008, once again at the 
beautiful Belle Vue members’ course. Hope to see you there!
 Paul Doyle

SPS golf tournament another success story
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By Kathleen Dunn
People in the news …

 SPS member Sheila Kindellan-Sheehan is at it again with her 
fourth novel in as many years. The Wrong Move is a thriller set 
in Toronto and once again features amateur detectives and best 
friends Caitlin and Carmen. This time they get caught up in 
betrayals, secrets, revenge and murder when a babysitter goes 
missing after ex-Montrealer John Ternahan drives her home. 
Louise Penny, one of the reviewers quoted on the back cover, 
calls it “a terrific mystery, told with confidence and verve, humour 
and humanity.” This latest effort was launched on August 25th.  
Sheila’s other books include Sheila’s Take, The Sands Motel, 
Cutting Corners, and An Easy Mark.

Fergus Keyes reports that he, Ken Neil, Tim Funchion and 
Kelley O’Rourke have been busy pursuing all possibilities for 
their St. Columban cemetery restoration project. They met with 
architects Pieter & Yan on August 4th to discuss various designs, 
materials, heights, size, needs for maintenance, location, cost etc, 
for a monument that will include remnants of broken tombstones. 
The broken tombstones are being stored in Kelley’s garage until 
work can begin, hopefully next spring. They plan to present their 
ideas to the parish wardens in the next few weeks. 

We are delighted to learn that Lorraine O’Donnell, PhD, 
has joined the research team for the exhibition on the History 
of the Irish in Quebec which is being planned for 2009 (see 
cover story). Lorraine is a Quebec City-based researcher and 
consultant working in the fields of history, community history 
and community development. The Montreal-born scholar holds 
a PhD in History (McGill), an MA in History (York) and a BA 

in History and English Literature (Ottawa). She is currently 
completing a graduate diploma in Community Economic 
Development (Concordia).  One of her main interests is the 
question of how history and heritage projects can serve to 
develop communities. She has been involved in several projects 
with this goal in mind, such as the Shalom Québec initiative 
to present the history of Quebec City’s Jewish community. She 
has also written a report on the topic of heritage resources for 
the Quebec Anglophone Heritage Network.  

Lorraine is of Irish descent on her father’s side and French 
Canadian on her mother’s. She is a member and former board 
member of Irish Heritage Quebec and is currently on the board 
of the Literary and Historical Society of Quebec, where she 
helps represent Irish interests.  

Congratulations to SPS member Father David Fitzpatrick who 
celebrated 50 years as a priest and 25 years as pastor of St. 

Ignatius of Loyola Parish in NDG. A capacity crowd of 500 family 
and friends, whom he describes as “the people who have affected 
my life, who have supported me,” gathered for Mass followed by a 
reception in the parish hall on June 17th . The jovial priest with the 
great sense of humour, twinkling eyes, warm hugs, and short but 
poignant homilies says, “it’s been a good life.” In his tribute, long-
time friend Father John Walsh thanked Father Fitz “for helping us 
know God is a God of love.” Sr. Kay Duffin, CND, sang an Irish 
blessing for the Montreal-born priest who traces his Irish roots to 
Co. Tipperary via Saint John, New Brunswick, where his father 
was born. Father Fitz, 79, received a cheque for $11,000 which he 
says is “for my old age.”
 

In response to our short article on Expo 67 in the last issue of 
NUACHT, John D. Rooney of Toronto wrote: “I was Secretary 
of St. Patrick’s Society up to that time. I remember it well. There 
was no official Ireland pavilion because the Irish Government 
had to cut back their budget that year. There was an Irish House 
paid for mostly by Mr. Ken McKenna, Past President of St. 
Patrick’s Society. There were other donors I think. It was a 
two-storey structure with a large room upstairs with benches 
all along the walls. On one side there was a picture of Cashel. 
To see it you had to look down through an eyepiece to a moving 
picture with an Irish voice-over. I was so impressed by Cashel, 
I promised myself I would go to Ireland and see it. I did so 
in 1970. There were also posters of Ireland from the Tourist 
Board. The Irish dancers would perform every two or three 
hours in the afternoon and early evening. Downstairs there 
was an Irish pub with entertainment in the evening. There was 
also an unofficial Celtic Nations Day with Gaelic games on 
September 2nd that year. The Celtic people included the Irish, 
the Scots, the Welsh, the Bretons, the Cornish and the Manx. 
I attended meetings once a month for a year before Expo 67. 
I donated two boxes of Irish papers to Canadian Irish Studies 
at Concordia University which included the minutes of those 
meetings. I also remember my father, the late John F. Rooney, 
was present with me and enjoyed it all.” Thank you, John.  Any 
other Irish memories of Expo 67 anyone?
 

Lorraine O’Donnell

Father Fitz in a familiar pose
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You’ve worked hard building your wealth.
It’s time you had someone work hard managing it.

You put a great deal of time and effort into building your wealth. However, the time you have to manage your
investments may be limited. Consider CIBC Wood Gundy Investment Consulting Service™, for the professional
investment expertise your portfolio deserves.

Available exclusively through CIBC Wood Gundy, Investment Consulting Service provides access to leading
investment managers from around the world – firms whose services are generally not available to individual
investors. Your portfolio is managed on an individual basis, according to your personal investment objectives and
preferences. In addition, you receive comprehensive performance reporting on the progress of your investments.

To learn more about Investment Consulting Service and the benefits of professional investment advice and
service, please call me for a brochure on this service or to arrange a complimentary, no obligation consultation.

Matthew Rooney, Investment Advisor

(514) 846-2631  • 1 (800) 361-2773
1250 Rene Levesque Blvd. Suite 3100, Montreal

CIBC Wood Gundy is a division of CIBC World Markets Inc., a subsidiary of CIBC and Member CIPF.

Canadian premiere of Trad

In December, 2007, SIDEMART, an ensemble of Montreal 
artists, will present the Canadian premiere of Trad. This 

hugely successful play by Irish playwright, Mark Doherty, will 
be staged in the Studio of the Segal Centre for the Arts.

A surreal comedy about tradition in a mad place, Trad is the 
hilarious tale of the very old Thomas and his even more ancient 
Da. When Thomas reveals that he once fathered a son in a long-
ago fling, the pair set off across the Irish countryside to seek 
the unknown child, with three arms and legs between them.

Trad received endless five-star reviews during its Dublin, 
Edinburgh, Adelaide and London premieres. The SIDEMART 
Canadian premiere promises more of the same. 

As the first-ever Resident Company in the Studio of Segal 
Centre for the Arts at the Saidye, and described by the 
Gazette as “Some of Montreal’s hottest young stage artists,” 
this innovative Montreal group is thrilled to inaugurate the 
space with Mark Doherty’s play. Dedicated to the production 
and development of thought-provoking contemporary theatre, 
SIDEMART mixes naturalism and the absurd in creating bold 
and intimate work.

In addition, SIDEMART is thrilled to bring in Irish Director 
Bryan Quinn from Dublin to helm the production. Playwright 
Mark Doherty will also make the trip from Ireland and 
audience members will have the opportunity to speak with 

Bryan, Mark and the entire SIDEMART ensemble at opening 
weekend talk-backs.

Performances will run from December 2nd to 16th at 8:00 p.m. 
Tickets are available at $20.00. For further information, contact 
info@sidemart.ca. Also, check out SIDEMART’S website at www.
SideMart.ca.

“Intelligent and imaginative, this is richly 
pleasurable theatre,” the Irish Times.

The three actors who appear in Trad. (From l to r) Graham 
Cuthbertson, Andrew Shaver and Patrick Costello.
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Already in session are the Irish classes at Loyola High School, 
7272 Sherbrooke St. West, Monday evenings from 7:00 p.m. 

to 9:00 p.m. The fall session runs from September 10th through 
December – for 14 weeks at a cost of $56.00 Three levels are 
offered including classes for beginners.  No previous knowledge 
is required, only the will to learn. Additional information about 
COMHRA is available on our website www.comhra.org. Contact: 
Diane Gratton, Comhrá coordinator.
 

On-line registration is now available at  www.siamsa.org 
for classes that started  September 13th at Wesley Church. 

The link for registration is www.siamsa.org/inscription/
maitken.htm. An Irish accordion class with Steve Jones is 
being introduced for beginner and intermediate students. 
Ideally suited to players of the C#/D system, the class is also 
open to anyone with a one-row accordion in D, or a 2-row 
accordion in D/C#, A/D, D/G or B/C. It’s not suitable for 
continental chromatic button accordions or piano accordions. 
Contact Marilyn Aitken, Director of Siamsa, at www.siamsa.
org for more information.

Everyone is welcome to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of 
John Main’s arrival in Montreal in September, 1977. The 

celebration is on September 30th at UNITAS, 1950 St-Antoine 
(Metro Georges Vanier). There will be Open House from 3 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. and McKibbin’s Pub’s famous Irish stew at 6 p.m.

 
Evening festivities include Patrick Hutchinson’s Swift Years band, 
Belfast Andi and Bernadette Short’s Irish dancers. Please call 
514-485-0009 to register. Cost: $20 for supper and evening; $10 
for students and seniors.
 
For more information see the UNITAS website: www.
unitasmeditation.ca. Neil and Catharine McKenty will be on 
hand to welcome you.

 Anniversary of John Main’s arrival in Montreal

MIRFC welcomes back its own diaspora for a homecoming week 
from Friday 21st to Sunday 30th. Events include: 
September 21st – welcome night at Hurley’s; 
September 22nd – league rugby at Ste-Julie followed by a 
reception and dinner at Molson’s banqueting rooms;  
September 23rd – veteran rugby at Ste-Julie (players from the 
80s and 90s face off at 1:30 p.m. and the over 60s – yes, that’s 
right! – at 3:00 p.m.); 
September 25th – reunion lunch at the Capri Tavern; 
September 28th – Fall Classic Golf Tournament (organized by 
John Dennett); 
September 29th – black tie dinner dance. Those who still have 
the energy to keep the party going can start again on Sunday, 
September 30th  – watch the Presidents Cup Golf Tournament at 
the Royal Montreal Golf Club or enjoy a sedate farewell brunch 
at Hurley’s. For more details, please go to the website at www.
MIRFC.ca and follow the links to the 50th anniversary.

MIRFC 50th Anniversary Homecoming events

Once again, ICCC invites you to participate in  the  2007 
edition of Carrefour-Europe. This European business 

networking event will be held on Thursday, 18th October, 2007, 
at the Delta Hotel Centreville, 777 University Street, Montreal. 
Organized by thirteen European Chambers of Commerce and 
Trade Commissions, the Carrefour is expected to have over 80 
exhibitors and attract more than 1,100 visitors. Activities, which run 
from noon until 7:30 p.m., include a luncheon, tradeshow, seminars 
and cocktail reception. The ICCC has been involved in organizing 
this event since its inception. Further information can be obtained 
by visiting the event site directly at www.europe-montreal.org or 
by contacting the Chamber office (514) 845-0973 or by e-mail: 
contact@icccmtl.com.

Europe at your doorstep in Montreal 

EIRCAN ACCOUNTING SERVICES INC.

 • Bookkeeping, Accounting, Taxation
 • Computerized Bookkeeping Courses

www.eircan.com

The Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann (CCE), Montreal Branch, 
will be holding its Canada East Annual General Meeting 

and celebrating with an evening of music, dance, song and 
Comhra. Activities begin at 5:30 p.m. on Saturday, October 13th, 
2007 and will take place at the Best Western Hotel Europa, 1240, 
rue Drummond, Montreal, H3G 1V7, Salle “Mont-Blanc.”
Cost: $25 (includes buffet-style supper). For tickets and 
information, contact either the Secretary, CCE Montreal 
Branch: Montreal@comhaltas.net or Sandra McDonaugh: 
(514) 697-6918

Enjoy an evening of music, dance, 
song and Comhrá

NUACHT Advertising Rates
 Per Issue Yearly (4 Issues)

Business Card $75.00  $250.00

Quarter Page $150.00 $500.00 

Half Page $400.00 $800.00

Full Page $400.00 $1,300.00

To place an ad. or to get more information, please call 
Geri Newell:  (514) 481-1346 
or email Nuacht-spsl@hotmail.com
We would also be pleased to help you with the design of 
your ad.
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2007 CALENDAR OF EVENTS / CLÁR IMEACHTAÍ 2007-2008
DATE EVENTS FURTHER INFORMATION

20 September 2007

Sep. 21-30 MIRFC “Homecoming Week” Martin Buckle 848-8017

Sep. 25 General Meeting, St. Patrick’s Society, McCormick Hall, St. Patrick Square, 7:00 p.m. Erin Matheson 481-1346

Sep. 29 Tara Golf Tournament and Banquet, Hemmingford Golf Club, QC John O’Shea 697-8889

Oct. 13 CCE Canada East AGM, Best Western Hotel Europa, 1240 Drummond, 5:30 p.m. (see p.19) Sandra McDonaugh 697-6918

Oct. 18 Carrefour 2007, Hotel Delta Centre-Ville ICCC office 845-0973

Oct. 26 Innisfail corned beef & cabbage dinner, NDG Legion, 6:30 p.m. Ann Broden (450) 465-3421

Nov. 3 AOH Way of the Cross at the Notre Dame des Neiges Cemetery Victor Boyle 928-7196

Nov. 7 ICCC European Pub Quiz (venue to be announced) ICCC office 845-0973

Nov. 21 General Meeting, St. Patrick’s Society, McCormick Hall, St. Patrick Square, 7:00 p.m. Erin Matheson 481-1346

Dec. 4 UIS General Meeting and Christmas Draw, 1:30 p.m., St. John Brebeuf, 7777 George, LaSalle Elizabeth Quinn 894-5087

Dec. 5 St. Patrick’s Society Christmas Concert, Loyola High School, 2477 West Broadway Rob Brodrick 482-9733

Dec. 7 Innisfail Annual Members Christmas Party, NDG Legion, 7:30 p.m. Ann Broden (450) 465-3421

Dec. 12 St. Patrick’s Society Christmas Reception (venue to be determined) Erin Matheson 481-1346

Dec. 13 ICCC Chrismas Reception, (venue to be determined), 5:30 p.m. ICCC office 845-0973

Jan. 18 Innisfail Kick-Off Céilí, NDG Legion, 7:30 p.m. Ann Broden (450) 465-3421

Feb. 2 UIS Queen’s Selection Night, Buffet Sorrento, 1250 Dollard, LaSalle, 7:00 p.m. Elizabeth Quinn 894-5087

Feb. 8 Cine Gael 2007, De Sève Cinema, Concordia, 7:00 p.m. Lynn Doyle 481-3503

Feb. 15 Cine Gael 2007, De Sève Cinema, Concordia, 7:00 p.m. Lynn Doyle 481-3503

Feb. 29 Cine Gael 2007, De Sève Cinema, Concordia, 7:00 p.m. Lynn Doyle 481-3503

Mar. 7 St. Patrick’s Society Ball, Chateau Champlain Hotel Christie Brown 554-2958

Mar. 9 UIS Mass of Anticipation, St. Gabriel’s Parish, Centre St., Montreal, 11:30 a.m. Marlene Demers 366-3623

Mar. 16 St. Patrick’s Parade, 12:00 Noon, St. Catherine/Fort St. Michael McCambridge 932-0512 

Mar. 28/29 Cine Gael 2007, De Sève Cinema, Concordia, 7:00 p.m. Lynn Doyle 481-3503

Mar. 29 UIS Parade Awards Banquet & Dinner Dance, Buffet Sorrento, 1250 Dollard, LaSalle, 6:00 p.m., $65.00 Mike Kennedy (450) 368-2066

Apr. 4 Cine Gael 2007, De Sève Cinema, Concordia, 7:00 p.m. Lynn Doyle 481-3503

Apr. 18 Cine Gael 2007, De Sève Cinema, Concordia, 7:00 p.m. Lynn Doyle 481-3503

Now Renting!

St. Patrick Square
6767 Côte St. Luc Road

(514) 481-9609
Comfortable living for independent seniors. Large gardens and putting green. Indoor pool, 
exercise and billiard rooms. Many social activities, outings, events and more …

NATIONAL 
BANK
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Andrea T. Bobkowicz
Investment Advisor

1 Place Ville Marie
Suite 1805
Montreal, Quebec  H3B 4A9
Telephone: (514) 871-4339
 1-800-361-8838
Fax: (514) 871-5031
E-Mail: andrea.bobkowicz@nbf.ca


