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Newsletter of St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal

According to Pat Dunn: “Helping
students help themselves is part of

the SPS Mission.”

“Once again St. Patrick’s Society is in
the forefront in promoting and pro-
tecting our Irish heritage for our
children’s children. By providing
funding to top-notch students to pursue
academic excellence in Irish Studies at
Concordia, we help ensure that future
generations will continue to learn about
and understand the contribution of
Ireland and the Irish to Canada and
Quebec.”  With these words Pat Dunn,
President of St. Patrick’s Society,
announced the Board’s decision to set
up a scholarship fund for Irish Studies
at Concordia.

In recent years, thanks to the efforts of
members, the fund raising activity of St.
Patrick’s Society has grown to the point
where it is largely able to generate
sufficient donations to finance its
charitable and cultural efforts without
significantly affecting capital growth.
The central or capital funds of the
Society were generously created some
years ago by a small number of major
donors who clearly indicated their wish
that the Society place a special emphasis
on ‘helping students, help themselves.’
“This is a core value of the Society’s
cultural endeavours, ranking along side

its long-standing charitable activities,” continued Pat Dunn,
in announcing the Board’s decision.

Recognising that the appointment of former SPS President,
Dr. Michael Kenneally, as Inaugural Chair in Canadian Irish
Studies at Concordia, presented an opportune moment to
act on this particular core value, the Directors unanimously
agreed in January to, in effect, set aside almost $150,000 to
fund up to three annual scholarships. This is a significant
event for Concordia University as it has one of the lowest
rates of scholarship support of any university in Canada.

St. Patrick’s Society has long kept a candle burning in the
window for Irish culture, in the broadest meaning of that
term. Over the many years when no university in Montreal
or elsewhere in Canada seemed to recognise the historical
and broad role played by our community in the affairs of
Canada, it was St. Patrick’s Society’s cultural committee,
led by the late Judge Clarence Quinlan, that sponsored,
supported and subsidised occasional lecture series and other

St. Patrick’s Society creates
Canadian-Irish Studies

scholarships at Concordia

cont. p.3

Mary McDaid and Ned Eustace
presenting cheque to Dr. Michael Kenneally
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A word from our President

Preoccupied as we are at the time of writing with the threat
of war, it seems a bit ludicrous to be talking about balls

and pageants and céilís and parades. Then again, perhaps
we should consider ourselves fortunate to have such an array
of activities to take our minds off the horrors that might await
us. In Montreal, where St. Patrick’s is not a day but a season,
that means six weeks to celebrate our “Irishness.” This year,
I propose we use the time to imagine peace instead of war.

Since my last message, we have followed up on several
fronts:

The Christmas Concert, under the capable leadership of
Mary McGovern, was a great success, netting more than
ever for our charitable and cultural donations. The St.
Lambert Choral Society and Bernadette Short’s dancers drew
very favourable reviews. The only complaints were that the
Choir could not be heard everywhere in the Basilica. We
promise to improve on that next year.

The Christmas Reception at Marianopolis drew a large
crowd and we were pleased to see that our support for Siamsa
over the years helped musicians like Murphy’s Lot who
entertained us so beautifully.

We’re grateful to Maura Druda for putting her excellent
sewing skills to good use for the Society.  This year those
who march in the St. Patrick’s Parade with us will be
decked out with Maura’s new green sashes.

One of our newer members, Sean McAleer, jumped in with
enthusiasm and is going through the history files to pick out
prominent Irish Montrealers to feature in future issues of
NUACHT.

In January, the Board of Directors passed a motion to have
past presidents act as ex-officio members of the Board.  This
will allow them to share their expertise with us on an ongoing
basis and give us an opportunity to draw on their wealth of
knowledge and experience as we contemplate decisions.

Andrea Bobkowicz is assisting Geoff Moore in reviewing
our Endowment Fund to make sure the money is well
invested in these economically difficult times.

I am pleased we have finalized plans to provide scholarships
for Concordia’s Canadian Irish Studies Program and the first
of these recipients will be announced at the upcoming Annual
Luncheon.

Alistair O’Hara and his Ball Committee are daring to be
different this year by moving the event from Friday to
Saturday and are guaranteeing it will be as much fun as ever.

John Little promises the Luncheon will be a great way to
beat the Monday blues.

Needless to say, I am delighted that the Community Award  is
going to such a deserving person as David Hannaford who has
done so much to break down barriers and foster goodwill among
the various Irish societies in Montreal. His generosity and
involvement extend well beyond the Irish community as you can
see from Ned’s profile on p.6.

It is time now to enjoy all the celebrations that so many people
and organizations have been preparing to mark St. Patrick’s Day.
I am particularly looking forward to the Ball on March 8th and to
dancing with our guest of honour, Anne McGinley (p.5). I am also
eager to meet our luncheon speaker, Dermot Ahern (p.5), and to
hear his message of hope from the Celtic Tiger. I invite you all to
join with us in representing the St. Patrick’s Society in the Parade
on March 16th. There is nothing like an invigorating walk down
St. Catherine Street with so many smiling faces to appreciate what
a great city we live in.

I wish you all an enjoyable St. Patrick’s Season. Let’s pray that
level heads will prevail in world politics.

Sláinte
Patrick Dunn, February 7, 2003
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events. From the beginning, key members of the Society
encouraged Michael Kenneally in his efforts to raise awareness of
the need for Irish Studies. The Society also stepped forward early
as a significant contributor to the Canadian Irish Studies Foundation
fund raising effort, led so successfully by Brian O’Neill Gallery
and many others. After having contributed $10,000 annually to
support specific courses and lecture series in Irish history and
literature for a total contribution of $50,000, SPS contributed
$100,000 to the capital campaign of the CISF. In effect, this first
large donation to the campaign signalled the enthusiastic approval
of SPS for the aims of the Foundation and thereby paved the way
for subsequent large donations. In addition, SPS encouraged its
members to support the cause as well and indeed many of its
members became part of Brian Gallery’s fund-raising team.

Jack Bermingham.  A former Treasurer of St. Patrick’s
Society in the 1980s and a Director for many years, Jack

passed away suddenly last fall leaving his wife Helen. He
was a member at Ascension Parish in Westmount. For many
years he was Secretary-Treasurer of POM Bakeries. Keenly
interested in Ireland and very knowledgeable on the Irish in
Canada, he was a regular attendee at Society functions,
especially cultural activities.

Richard Cooper.  Passed away in early February leaving
his wife of 47 years, Barbara. Rick, a former insurance

executive, was a founding director and past President of St.
Patrick Development Foundation and had the unique distinction
of having been President of both the United Irish Societies and
St. Patrick’s Society.

Jim Kennedy.  He was a Judge of the Quebec Superior
Court since 1983 prior to which he practised law focusing

on insolvency matters. He passed away suddenly on
November 30, 2002, leaving his wife Karlene, three brothers
and a sister as well as two children from a previous marriage
and seven grandchildren. Active in the community, he was
an original director of the St. Patrick Development
Foundation, President of the Society from 1981-83, a director
of the Fr. Dowd Foundation and trustee of St. Mary’s
Hospital Foundation.

Ellen Dunn. St. Patrick’s Society extends its sincere
condolences to Patrick and Kathleen Dunn and Julie.

Pat’s mother, Ellen Dunn, died peacefully on February 11,
2003, in Stratford, Ontario. Our thoughts are with the Dunn
family at this time..

In Memoriam

Scholarships (cont.)

Scholarships, amounting to $4,500 this year and $5,000
annually thereafter, will reward academic excellence of
students registered in either the Minor or Certificate Irish
Studies programs. Governance structures for administering
and awarding the annual scholarships as between the Society,
the CISF and Concordia are under discussion. However, the
resolution passed by the Board provides scholarships for a
three-year period and empowers the Board to reconfirm
annually each subsequent three-year period thereby ensuring
that a long-term commitment is sustained. It is anticipated
that consistent with ensuring independence, awarding of the
scholarships will be an academic decision at arm’s length
from the Society and the CISF. However, as part of the
governance discussions selection criteria based solely on
rewarding academic excellence will be determined with St.
Patrick’s Society participation.

The Christmas Reception held at Marianopolis College was well
attended. Grants totaling $38,700 were distributed — $17,700

for cultural activities and the balance, $21,000, for charitable
works.  Formalities were followed by a Wine and Cheese party
and great music was provided by Murphy’s Lot.

On February 10, a reception was held to welcome all those who have
joined the Society during the past two years. Our newest members
are: Beverly Murphy, Carmel Kilkenny, Perry Furlong, Sandra
McDonaugh, Stephen Johnston, Bruce McCallan, Patrick Kilmartin,
Edward Short, Moire Leblanc-Todd, Helen O’Connell, and Valerie
O’Sullivan. A hundred thousand welcomes — céad míle fáilte!

Also, that evening, a draw was held to reward those of you who
have recruited new members during the past year. The winner of
two complimentary tickets for the St. Patrick’s Ball, is Beverly
Rozek. A big thank you to all who were involved in this activity.
Keep up the good work and bring in any of your friends or
colleagues who would like to join our society. Doris Rooney has
membership forms which they can obtain, or get them to call her
at 481-1346 or e-mail her at info@stpatricksociety.com

Some upcoming events of interest to members. Between February
27 and March 2, a lecture and film entitled Irlande — L’île Fatale
will take place at Theatre Olympia, 1004 Ste. Catherine St. East
as part of “Les Grands Explorateurs” series. To obtain a discount
of 15% on tickets, phone Louise Bilodeau at 521-1002 and mention
that you are a member of the St. Patrick’s Society. The lecture is
in French only. On Friday, April 4, Cine Gael will be screening
Puckoon  from the book by Spike Milligan with a stellar cast
including Milo O’Shea and directed by Sir Richard Attenborough.
Members of St. Patrick’s Society will be admitted free.

Again, a reminder that we are updating our membership records and
would appreciate notification of any changes to e-mail addresses or
telephone numbers. We would hate you to miss out on any of the
Society’s activities because we were unable to reach you.

Membership News
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Terry Clahane is an
employee of the Lester

B. Pearson School Board who
has been involved in elem-
entary education for over
twenty-five years. His entire
life has been dedicated to
music, pastoral animation and
the art of cooking and cater-
ing. He is presently the
organist and choir director of
St. Gabriel the Archangel

Parish in Pointe St. Charles. Terry’s dedication in the field
of education is one that has been highly regarded over the

Terry Clahane: Irishman of the Year 2003

When I told them I was going to the
UIS Queen’s Selection Evening,

condolences poured in: “You brave soul”;
“Take a good book”; “Be prepared for a
VERY late night.” How wrong they were!
The evening was well-balanced and moved
along at a good pace. It could also have
been due in part to the succession of glasses
of wine that kept appearing at my elbow!

Following the customary piping in of the
dignitaries and special guests, the seven
judges were introduced by Colleen
Murphy, after which Bob McKay delivered
his President’s Remarks. Next came the sashings of the Grand
Marshal, Dr. Michael Kenneally, and the Chief Reviewing
Officer, Mr. Larry Smith.

Then, the main event of the evening began: the presentation
of the contestants. This year 28 shamrocks introduced
themselves and were judged on their stature, public speaking
ability, self-portrait and personality. No clear winners
emerged, unlike in previous years, according to someone at
my table. It was a fascinating process and the judges had a
difficult task in selecting the ten semi-finalists. These girls
delivered short speeches whose topics ranged from the
writings of Maeve Binchy to the tragedy of D’Arcy McGee.
Five finalists were ultimately chosen and had to answer a
question posed by the judges. The winner, Erin Ashley
McCarthy (Cork), gave a poised and balanced opinion on
the importance of being a volunteer. Erin’s court for 2003
will consist of: Tara Broden (Clare, Laois); Jen Davey
(Westmeath, Roscommon); Courteny Elizabeth Mullins
(Wexford); and Michelle Ross (Fermanagh) .

In between enjoying the shamrocks’ presentations, the crowd
of over 500 was entertained by a variety of performers. My

UIS to be congratulated on truly great evening!

favourites were the athletic Bernadette Short’s
Irish Dancers, although Fr. Tom McEntee’s
impromptu rendition of “Fancy Nancy
Clancy” was a close second. Other singers
who drew loud applause were Lisa Forget (of
Les Miserables fame), Francis Baddeley, Leo-
Paul Rodrigue, Patrick O’Connell and
Jennifer Nolan-Arditi, Queen of 2000. Joey
Elias of the Comedy Nest had everyone
laughing as he teased the judges and made
fun of himself. Finally, I must not forget the
Melotones who got everyone involved as they
ended their act with a sing-along.

years by employers, the community and his peers. His devotion to
his work is reflected in the countless hours he has spent preparing
various seasonal concerts, religious pageants, senior citizens’
luncheons, children’s choir outings to entertain the sick and shut-
ins, and his involvement in many fundraisers. Terry is also a proud
member of the popular Clahane family band and has entertained
at a wealth of social functions within the Irish community and
abroad. From 1990 to 2002, Terry was employed by the
Archdiocese of Montreal as a pastoral animator and worked at
Allion School and Children’s World Academy. He continues to
work at these two schools as a Special Projects Coordinator. A
native Montrealer, Terry personifies the great qualities associated
with his Irish heritage and is ever grateful for the love of his mother
and family for all their support and encouragement.

Terry Clahane

Queen: Erin Ashley McCarthy

The evening ended before 11:00 p.m. with the coronation of the
Queen and her Princesses, a ceremony that went smoothly and
didn’t drag. Congratulations to the United Irish Societies of
Montreal for an excellently organized event that this neophyte will
plan to attend in 2004!

Anne Forrest

Courteny Mullins, Michelle Ross, Erin McArthy,
Tara Broden and Jen Davey
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This year's St. Patrick's Ball Patron's Fund Chairman
is John Lemieux. A graduate of Loyola College (B.A. '66),

McGill (B.C.L. '70), he was called to the Québec Bar in 1971.
John has practised law for over 30 years with Fraser Milner
Casgrain LLP (formerly Byers Casgrain) in corporate, commercial
and business law, providing legal, strategic planning and
management advice to local, national and multinational
corporations and entities. Specializing in national and international
transactions in the defence and aerospace sector, he served, while
a partner, as CEO and President of Oerlikon Aerospace and led a
multi-disciplinary industrial and governmental team pursuing a
world manufacturing and marketing mandate in the US, Europe,
the Middle-East and South-East Asia. He served as a member of
the Canadian NATO Industrial Advisory Group advising the
Minister of National Defence.

He had the rare distinction of being the principal negotiator on
behalf of the Northern Quebec Inuit for the James Bay and Northern
Quebec Agreement (1975). He also acted as chief negotiator for

John Lemieux to act as 2003 St. Patrick's Ball, Patron's Chairman

the Inuit and the James Bay Cree in
negotiations relating to several large-
scale energy development projects
and native claims imple-mentation
matters.

Mr. Lemieux's connection to the Irish
community in Québec runs deep on
both sides of his family. His paternal
grandparents were Lemieux and
Merriman.The Merrimans came here
in 1847 from Co. Tyrone and Co. Limerick. Merriman is a
famous but rare Irish name. Brian Merriman, an 18th century
writer in the Irish language, remembered largely for his epic
poem “The Midnight Court,” was born in Co. Clare, just across
the river Shannon from Limerick city. On his mother’s side,
John's grandparents were Moran and Mullen. Their ancestors
came here in the 1830s from Co. Armagh and Co. Galway and
settled in Saint-Patrice-de-Beaurivage (near Québec City).

John Lemieux

Dermot Ahern, Minister of Communications and Natural
Resources will address the Annual St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon

on March 17, 2003, at the Bonaventure Hotel.

Mr. Ahern, one of six Aherns in Dail Eireann
(parliament) is a lawyer by profession and has
represented his Co. Louth constituency since
1987. His previous portfolios have included the
Ministry for Social, Community and Family
Affairs as well as special responsibilities for
the Irish equivalent of the Prime Minister’s
Office and the Defence Department. His current
responsibilities are considered massive — he
has 53 bodies under his aegis, ranging from

Radio Telefís Éireann (the state-owned broadcaster) the Electricity
Supply Board, the Gas Board and State ports and harbours, as well
as coastal marine services and fisheries.

Although a supporter of largely discredited former-Taoiseach, Charles
Haughey, who has for many years been a controversial figure in Irish
public life, Mr. Ahern has been untouched by the many recent scandals
involving systemic and pervasive corruption in Ireland throughout all
levels of government and financial and religious institutions. In fact
he was sent to London to investigate allegations of improper payments
by construction companies to a former Cabinet minister.

A father of two daughters, he is a competitive yachtsman and has
been a windsurfer for 20 years, winning regional championships.
His wife, Maeve, is former Ulster windsurfing champion.

As we go to press NUACHT, final arrangements for the Minister’s
visit to Montreal on St. Patrick’s Day are being made with his
office in Dublin.

Dermot Ahern, Irish cabinet minister to
address annual SPS lunch

Dermot Ahern

Ball Guest of Honour announced:
Anne McGinley, Irish Diplomat

Anne McGinley

Montreal-based Irish
diplomat, Anne

McGinley, is this year's
Guest of Honour at the
annual St. Patrick's Ball.
She is the Representative
of Ireland to the Council of
the International Civil
Aviation Organization.
Personable, charming and
very matter-of-fact, Ms.
McGinley has made many
friends in the Montreal
Irish community since her
arrival here less than
eighteen months ago.

Appointed in September, 2001, Anne is the first Irish Council
Member since 1959 and is the only woman on the 33 country
body. She also represents Austria, Belgium, Luxembourg,
the Netherlands and Switzerland, collectively known as the
ABIS group.

Born and raised in Co. Donegal in the north-west of Ireland,
Anne has a career that has included several management
posts in the Irish public service. She has represented Ireland's
interests in a number of European Union bodies including
as diplomatic attaché at the transport, energy and commun-
ications desk of the Irish Representation to the EU. An
accomplished speaker, Anne has presented papers and
participated in conferences across a range of issues including
aviation, transport and energy policy areas, and has
addressed the International Women's Forum in Montreal.
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St. Patrick’s Society Community Service Award winner: David Hannaford

One of his very good friends said, “He’s a bit of an
enigma,” never entirely explaining why. But he really

didn’t have to, as those who know David and his wife Sandy
would agree that it’s an accurate observation. He’s a serious
guy with an understated sense of humour; a businessman with
a reputation for integrity and professional skill; a philosophical
conservative (“Slightly to the right of Attila the Hun!” … as
another friend offered!) but respect-ful of the views of others;
and a man who enjoys a good pint.

He has an easy way with him and seems
to fit in wherever he is. And over the
years David and Sandy have been seen
everywhere in our community: he’s
helped select the Parade Queen, walked
in the Parade, danced all night at St.
Patrick’s Ball, collected tickets at the
Feis; regularly shows up at Irish events
and hostelries and generally seems to
be game for any old cock fight!

A keen amateur historian, genealogist
and voracious reader; many of us have
learned more about our family back-
grounds — and not necessarily all good
— from him than we possibly ever knew
previously. It’s not unusual to receive random photocopies
of pages from very scholarly and often obscure tomes,
usually commentless beyond a note simply signed, “Dave.”
He even highlights the salient parts for ease of reading. His
interest has taken him to the United Kingdom and to Ireland,
where in the mid 1990s he attended the Family History
Conference at Trinity College, Dublin.

Energetic, hard-working, committed and connected to the
broad-based community he serves, his list of involvements
and reputation for getting things done frequently gives rise
to the comment: “We don’t know how he does it.” His
interests and involvements include: Erskine & American
United Church (Trustee), United Church Presbytery Finance

and Extension Board (President), McGill Associates (Chair), St.
Patrick’s Development (Treasurer), Laurentian Lodge Ski Club
(Past President), University Club of Montreal (Past-President), Irish
Protestant Benevolent Society (Past President), Off-the-Record Club
(Past-President), MUHC Foundation, Montreal Association for the
Blind Foundation, Elizabeth Greenshields Foundation, Generations
Foundation, Bishop’s University Foundation, Mount Royal Cemetery,
Fraser Hickson Library, Friends of McGill Library, Quebec Family

History Society, Ireland-Canada Chamber of
Commerce, Order of St. Lazarus, Forest and
Stream Club, Rotary Club, and Junior Chamber
of Commerce International (Senator).

Never ones to go with the flow Dave and Sandy
came with their two children to Montreal from
Toronto in the mid-1970s.  Born in Orillia and
raised on a farm, halfway between Huntsville
and North Bay, Ontario, he attended a one-room
country school, which as he says, “… was up
hill, both ways and without the benefit of a
family limousine.” Fortunately, the family
emphasized education, as well as church and
other aspects of community involvement, which
Dave clearly has carried forward into his life’s
journey. Both he and his wife are descended
from Irish families who migrated to Upper

Canada in the early 1800s.  His mother’s family —White— came
from Co. Down in Northern Ireland to Ottawa and Sandy’s family
— Carson (a much respected Ulster name) — came from Co.
Antrim to Barrie.

He co-founded the ACUMEN Financial Planning Group in1984
and his clients include a veritable Who’s Who of Montreal’s senior
executive community. He has been a counsellor to over 500
professionals and executives of major Canadian corporations,
providing a full range of services. As a Charter Member and former
National Director (Quebec) of the Canadian Association of
Financial Planners, and a Charter Member of the Canadian
Association of Personal Financial Advisors, he continues to build
his business reputation.

Ned Eustace

David Hannaford

NUACHT’s request for information on de Valera has
produced a response that will prove most helpful to John

Kalbfleisch and his research. Emmet Kierans, QC, tells us that
in 1920 his late father, Thomas Kierans, journeyed to the US to
meet de Valera when the latter was “on the run.” Thomas named
his newborn son Martin de Valera Kierans despite de Valera’s
caution against this unique choice of name. After all, de Valera
was “on the run with a price on his head!”

In 1964, Emmet was fortunate enough to meet the Irish
statesman at the cottage of Alan Macnaughton, then the

The search goes on …

parliamentary Speaker. He told de Valera that his brother Martin,
who had become a prospector for gold, a geologist and mining
engineer, had benefited from being named after him because his
job took him to Latin-America where his Spanish name (de Valera)
was a bonus.

More leads to de Valera will be much appreciated. Please forward
these to the Editor (annegaynor@yahoo.com) or mail to the Society’s
office at 6767 Côte St. Luc Road, #1, Montreal, QC, H4V 2Z6.
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There is a movement in Northern Ireland towards integrated
education to enable children — of all religious persuasions or

none — to be educated together, not apart. Children are afforded
the chance to form friendships and share in the rich cultural
traditions of each community instead of growing up believing the
“other side” is bad which can lead to sectarianism and violence.

Although a recent survey showed that over 70% of the population
would like to see more mixed schooling, only 4% of all
schoolchildren presently attend integrated schools. Since 1981,
when pioneering parents opened the first integrated school housing
28 students, there are now 15,000 pupils in 46 schools. However,
these few integrated schools are unable to accommodate the vast
numbers who apply for enrolment.

As the Northern Ireland government will only provide financial
support to an integrated school after it has been proven to be viable,
funding is needed to provide start-up grants, purchase sites for
new schools, pay teachers’ salaries, finance training, and buy

Ulster peace process starts in classroom!

“If children can grow up side by side, then perhaps they
can live together in the years to come. That, rather than
the nightmare of the Ardoyne protest, is the way ahead
for Northern Ireland.”

Belfast Telegraph, 3 September, 2001.

equipment, etc. IEF (Integrated Education Fund) is appealing
to Canadians, particularly the Irish expatriate community,
for donations to enable all children in Northern Ireland to
study, play and grow up together. To quote IEF’s Brian Small:
“We’ve got two great integrated schools in Derry, Oakgrove
Primary and Oakgrove College.  Brilliant schools, brilliant
teachers and most of all, brilliant children.”

For information on how you may help, visit the IEF website:
www.ief.org. uk or contact Brian Small at Brian@ief.org.uk.
The Integrated Education Fund is recognised as a Charity
by the UK’s Inland Revenue under Reference XR52574.

The Ireland Fund of Canada has established a scholarship,
to be awarded annually, to suitable Canadian applicants. This

is a tuition grant of up to $10,000 for graduate students who have
applied to study at a recognized academic institution in Ireland in
the field of Irish Studies. Last year’s recipient is CAIS member
Marnie Hay, who is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in Modern Irish
History at UCD.

An academic panel from the University of Toronto and York
University will vet the applications.  Applications for the Academic
Year of 2003/2004 should be sent by March 31st, 2003 to:

Fiona Reddy
Fund Development Manager
The Ireland Fund of Canada
67 Yonge Street, Suite 401
Toronto, Ontario, M5E 1J8.

Interested applicants should forward a letter of proposal including:
a) Current Curriculum Vitae;
b) Personal biographic letter including an explanation of the chosen
field of study and the schools applied to;
c) Budget – and a description of any other funding;
d) Two letters of reference (no more than two);
e) Candidate’s recent transcript from University.

*Please do not submit any publications or articles.

For more information please contact:
The Ireland Fund of Canada
National Office
67 Yonge Street, Suite 401, Toronto, Ontario, M5E 1J8
Tel: (416) 367-8311Fax: (416) 367-5931
Email:irelandfund@irelandfund.ca

The Ireland Fund of Canada Scholarship
Program looking for candiates

A benefit concert in tribute to the fallen Rideau Canal
workers (1826-1832) will be held in the Auditorium

of the National Library of Canada, 395 Wellington St.,
Ottawa, on Thursday, March 6, 2003, at 7:30 p.m.

This evening of Irish music, song, poetry (traditional and
original content) will feature: Tria; Rare Blend; The
Warnocks; Poetry/Iain Phillips; Both Feet; Erin Kelly/Jim
Beattie; and a Finale “Session.”

All talent and labour are being donated for this benefit
concert for the Celtic Cross Memorial Fund. It is intended
be a living memorial which will enhance the cultural life of
Ottawa and the Ottawa Valley. Anyone who supports this
cause is invited to attend.

Ticket cost $15.00 and are available at the door. For further
information, call (613) 226-7741 or contact Laurel
O’Connor, Assistant Promotion Co-ordinator, March 6,
2003, Concert, (613) 226-7462.

Celtic Cross Memorial Fund plans
 benefit concert

The Canadian Association for Irish Studies reminds
everyone of this year’s Annual Conference, to be held

from May 21-24, 2003, at the University of New Brunswick,
Fredericton.

For more details, visit the CAIS website at:
www.arts.ualberta.ca/~cais and click on “What’s New.”

CAIS Annual Conference
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IRELAND: land of saints, scholars and the occasional scandal

This might help Premier Campbell of British Columbia ….

Just before Christmas a Dublin doctor won a court order
preventing his trial on drunk-driving going ahead, at least

for now. He submitted that police radio and mobile phone
frequencies might interfere with the accuracy of the breath-
alcohol level readings!

His attorney said they had letters from the manufacturers
indicating that radio or mobile phone frequencies could
interfere with breath-alcohol level readings and recom-
mending that such communication facilities be switched off
during breath tests. He indicated that if further technical
evidence became available he would seek leave to challenge
the validity of the Breathalyzer instruments used by the Irish
police.

mothers and children, without any means test. He wanted to give
mothers specialist gynaecological care and to introduce a health
education programme.

But the medical profession proved to be far more concerned with
moneymaking than with social welfare. Terrified of losing fees
they launched a vicious attack on the scheme.

When Browne’s proposals became public, Archbishop John Charles
McQuaid of Dublin and Primate of Ireland launched a campaign
against the “totalitarianism” of free health care. He denounced the
Mother and Child scheme as “socialist medicine.”

The Bishops set up an inquisitional court and having summoned
the Health Minister before it, they duly interrogated him. He ably
defended his position, but the bishops then simply ignored him
and read out a letter saying that, in their opinion:

 “…. the powers taken by the State in the proposed
Mother and Child Health Service are in direct opposition
to the rights of the family and of the individual and are
liable to very great abuse... If adopted into law it would
constitute a ready made instrument for future totalitarian
aggression.”

Noel Browne

There are over 1,500 cases relating to drunk driving already
before the Irish courts. This is in addition to police figures
showing that during the first five weeks of the annual
Christmas and New Year road safety campaign 1,260
motorists were arrested for drunk driving.

It’s a great little country, surely!

… and now for another medical story

At the end of the Second World War, Irish health care
was a disaster and in serious need of reform. Noel Browne,

a doctor who had himself suffered from the scourge of TB,
became Minister for Health in the coalition government of 1949.

Within eighteen months, the new Minister had reorganized,
improved, and streamlined the Irish Health Service to a
degree never achieved before. He had abolished line-ups
for tubercular treatment, provided financial help for patients
and their dependants and built sanatoriums for the treatment
of TB. He launched a $50,000,000 hospital scheme, designed
to give Ireland one of the most up-to-date hospital services
in the world. This comprised a national cancer service, a
nutritional survey, and, last but not least, a Mother and Child
Scheme. In fact, the last was the most important of all.

The reason for the Mother and Child Scheme was an obvious
one: Ireland’s infant death-rate was the worst in Europe.
During the previous fifty years, other European countries
had at least halved the death-rate, many bringing it down by
more than three quarters. Ireland’s infant mortality was still
seventy-five per cent of the rate common at the end of the
19th century. That meant a rate that was nearly treble that of
England and Wales just a hundred miles away across the
Irish Sea. His plan was to give a free medical service to all

…1,260 motorists were
arrested for drunk driving.

Then, having dismissed the Health Minister, incredibly they summoned
John Costello, the Taoiseach (Prime Minister) before the Tribunal.
Even more incredibly he came! He said he was flattered and informed
the Dail (Parliament) that the Archbishop of Dublin had “ … kindly
sent for him”! Costello declared “As a Catholic, I obey my Church
authorities, and will continue to do so.”

To a man other political leaders were no less compliant: “There is
going to be no flouting of the Bishops on Catholic morals and
social teaching,” confirmed the Irish Labour Party leader, William

“… I obey my Church authorities,
and will continue to do so.”

cont. p.9

♣  ♣  ♣  ♣  ♣
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Norton. “In Ireland a conflict between the spiritual and temporal
authorities is damaging to national unity,” added Sean MacBride,
leader of the Clan na Poblachta party and a founder of Amnesty
International, ordering his party colleague, Noel Browne, to
surrender his office — which he did.

His political career was over and his Mother and Child Scheme
never saw the light of day. Nonetheless, this was a watershed event
in the development of an Irish secular state. The people though
cowed into silence never forgave their leaders, civil or religious
and the loosening of the Church’s grip can be traced to those
beginnings. A sad consequence of this collision of Church and
State is that to this day Ireland has a two-tier medical system with
at best poor medical coverage and resources available for those
unable to afford the premiums of a private, and until recently, near
monopolistic health insurance scheme not dissimilar to the U.S.
HMO model. The controversy also fed the view that Ireland was
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… land of saints, scholars … (cont.)

They Were So Young, a book by St. Patrick’s Society member,
Patricia Burns, was launched last November. Inspired by a visit

to her cousin’s grave in Normandy, Patricia returned to Montreal
with a determination to record the memories of World War II
veterans. In her book, published by Véhicule Press ($18), she has
compiled stories of men and women who served in the army, navy
and air force. These stories illustrate the raw courage, youthful
bravado and sacrifice needed to defeat a powerful enemy. Moving
accounts are also included of family members of veterans — sons,
daughters, wives and siblings—which reveal the price that they
also paid in this most horrible war.

For the many veterans present at the book launch, it was a
memorable day which gave them a chance to meet one another. It
was also a great opportunity for the public to get to know these
men and women. One former nursing sister, Maxine Llewellyn
Bredt was a huge hit when she showed up wearing her original
nursing uniform!

Patricia Burns’ earlier book, The Shamrock and the Shield, an Oral
History of the Irish in Montreal,  also published by Véhicule Press
(1998) and now in its second printing, is a collection of personal
histories of members of the Irish community. The oldest person
interviewed, Leo Reilly, was born in 1891, when Sir John A.
MacDonald was Prime Minister, and the youngest, Don Pidgeon,
witnessed the end of the vibrant community of Griffintown, where
many members of the Irish community of Montreal first settled
after arriving in Canada. The writer will be forever grateful to the
St. Patrick’s Society for their generous financial help in the form
of a grant which allowed this first book to see the light of day, and
Dr. Michael Kenneally who found Véhicule Press for her and
offered moral support. She’s also like to thank the many members
of the Society who thought it important to record this part of their
history and without whose help it would not have happened.

“priest-ridden” and thus lent credibility to the Unionist
position in Northern Ireland.

In subsequent years from his home in Connemara, Dr.
Browne, ever the social activist, made occasional forays into
areas of social justice. He was the first to denounce the
treatment of children in so-called “industrial schools” —
places of incarceration for young offenders run by the
religious orders. In 1971 he spoke out about the sexual abuse
of children in church institutions. But the Irish media simply
ignored that part of his speech. Still remembered, greatly
respected and much loved he died at the age of 82 in 1997.

Source: Noel Browne: Passionate Outsider by John Horgan,
Gill And MacMillan

Ned Eustace

Looking for a book to enjoy?

Professor Robert Aiken from the Department of
Geography is organizing a field course in Ireland this

Spring for those who are interested in learning about Ireland's
culture and identity while discovering its landscape heritage.

The itinerary includes trips to several museums, including
the Ulster Museum in Belfast, the Ulster Folk and Transport
Museum in Cultra, the Ulster History Park near Omagh, the
Irish Linen Centre and Lisburn Museum in Lisburn. Visits
to Ballynoe Stone Circle, Legananny Dolmen, Navan Fort,
Nendrum, Drumena, Devenish Island, Clogh Castle/
Dundrum Castle, Maghera, Giant's Causeway and the North
Antrim coast are planned.  Castle Ward near Strangford and
Mount Stewart near Newtonards, along with the seaside
resort of Newcastle, are also included as part of this exciting
excursion.

Eminent scholars have been invited to present topics as
varied as The Irish border and the creation of Northern
Ireland; Political structures and identity changes in Northern
Ireland; Patterns of ethnicity in Belfast; Ulster in imaginative
literature:  landscape, place and identity; and Place and
identity:  Ulster in the plurality of Irelands.

This promises to be an exhilarating as well as an educational
experience.  If you are interested in participating in this field
course, please e.mail us at the following address:
cdnirish@alcor.concordia.ca or call the Centre for Canadian
Irish Studies at (514) 848-8711. Space is limited so please
make your request as soon as possible.

Tentative dates: Departure May 10, Return May 29.

Discover Ulster’s culture,
landscape and identity
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A lthough Griffintown is a ghost-town today, the
community spirit that caused the predominantly Irish-

Catholic neighbourhood in south-central Montreal to thrive
for over a century lives on thanks to Richard Burman and
his one-hour documentary entitled Ghosts of Griffintown.

The documentary outlines events and projects that led first
to the development of Griffintown and eventually to its
demise: residential construction, the Lachine Canal,
industrialization, the CN tracks, the Bonaventure
Expressway, among others. Mostly, however, Burman
relies on anecdotal evidence to portray a poor but proud
community that struggled with all the social ills of urban
life and rose above them with the help of a strong parish
life, good schools, and active community centres, to say
nothing of generous neighbours.

Ghosts of Griffintown

Burman discovered Griffintown in 1998 when Vision TV
asked him to do a seven-minute video on the ghost of Mary
Gallagher who is said to return to the neighbourhood every
seven years in search of her head. He went to the “Ghost
Watch” as it is called, toured the area (bounded by Guy,
Notre Dame, McGill and the Lachine Canal) with UIS
historian and former resident Don Pigeon, joined the annual
“Walk to the Stone” from St. Gabriel’s in neighbouring
Pointe St. Charles, and he was hooked. Later he learned
that his own great-great-grandfather Walsh had lived in
Griffintown for 70 years.

 …said to return to the neighbourhood every
seven years in search of her head

Four screenings of Ghosts of Griffintown in January brought overflow
crowds to the Westmount Library, the Erin Sports Association, the
LaSalle Legion, and the de Seve Cinema at Concordia University.
“We’ve had very positive response,” reports Burman.  “People are
reacting to it emotionally,” he adds. One viewer told him, “Its not
often that you get to laugh and cry within one docu-mentary.”
Audiences have been made up not only of ex-Griffintowners but
also of other people curious about the area. “Not all were Irish,”
Burman points out.

St. Patrick’s Society member Geri Newell came away from the
Concordia showing “disappointed.” She was looking for more “hard
history,” she says, and found the anecdotes too much like “home
movies.” She was quick to point out, however, that, judging from
the audience reaction, she and her husband Pat “were in the minority.”

Michael Kenneally, Chair of Concordia’s Canadian Irish Studies
Program, finds it a “wonderful evocation of a place and a community
and a culture that we need to know about.” Following the screening
at Concordia, he said: “It’s important for the Irish community to
understand and to know their history in Montreal and in Quebec so
they can appreciate it and share it with others and reinforce their
sense of place and identity in Montreal. Richard has done a wonderful
job of giving the feel of Griffintown. In terms of oral history and in
terms of evocative images, it’s very well done.”

There was a fifth showing at St. Gabriel’s Parish on February 9th
and more are planned. Check the website for dates:

http://ourworld.cs.com/griffintowndoc
 (NB. no www in address!)

For those of you planning to visit
the nation’s capital, the Ottawa
Irish Society has organized a
showing at the Heart & Crown
Pub, 67 Clarence Street, on
Sunday, March 9th at 3 p.m A
free-will donation is required.

You can call Richard Burman at
634-2155 to arrange a screening
or to inquire about the coffee
table book he published with
material gathered during his
video research. St. Patrick’s
Society is pleased to have been
one of Burman’s sponsors for
Ghosts of Griffintown.

Kathleen Dunn

Map from second edition of: 20th Century Griffintown in Pictures
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Cine Gael plans great season

March 1 and April 5, 8:00 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion, ( Addington/de Maisonneuve)
Music by The Big Night Céilí Band
Caller:  Bill White

I n the old days in some parts of Ireland, an organized night
of dance and music was known as a “Big Night.” These

are not actually Siamsa céilís, but a new series of dances
with a new band and a slightly different approach. In addition
to Irish céilí and set dances, Bill will be calling some
Québecois sets and a guest caller will teach a couple of Breton
dances. Dances from Scotland and northern England may
also be featured on the program. Dancers from all the various
dance communities in the city are encouraged to participate.

Band members include Laura Risk, a very fine fiddler, Brad
Hurley, a great flute player, both of whom recently moved
to Montreal from the US, Rachel Aucoin, a superb pianist
originally from the Maritimes, plus Steve Jones on whistle
and Karen Iny on fiddle. An exciting musical mix!

For more information, call Bill at 722-1219

Two ‘Big Nights’ of dancing
still ahead

This year’s golf tournament will be held on Tuesday, June
17, at the Belle Vue golf course. The tournament features

a 12:45 start, and includes green fees, golf cart, roast beef
dinner with wine and a stunning array of prizes for all.

The tournament is usually sold out a month in advance; so,
if you plan to play, please call Doris Rooney at 481-1346
and RESERVE NOW. The cost is  $110.00
Co-Chairmen:  Brian O’Neill and Wayne Hogan

Reserve now for charity golf tournament

Cine Gael Montreal, which organizes the largest annual Irish
film series in North America, welcomes its members back for

another excellent season and looks forward to seeing everyone at
the various events. All screenings take place on Fridays (unless
otherwise stated) at 7:00 p.m. at Concordia University, de Seve
Cinema, 1400 de Maisonneuve West.

A great season has been planned: new films, special guests, and of
course, superb receptions. All regular screenings cost $5 and an
annual membership is $25 which includes: (a) entrance to all regular
screenings; (b) opening film and reception; (c) Members’
Appreciation Evening (details of this spectacular night to be
confirmed shortly); (d) discounts on special events and other
bonuses to be announced. To obtain a membership application form,
go to www.cinegaelmontreal.com or contact Lynn Doyle at 481-
3503.

At the May 8 Closing Gala, Irish character-actor, Milo O’Shea,
will be the Guest of Honour. At the age of 10 he became a protégé
of Sir John Gielgud and later joined Dublin’s Abbey Players where
he remained for well over two decades. Now in his seventies
O’Shea has starred in movies, on stage and TV. This will be an
evening you cannot afford to miss. (Please note that the Rod
Stoneman weekend — April 24 to 26 — and the closing evening
are not included in the membership package.)

Cine Gael, a non-profit organization, thanks its sponsors: St.
Patrick’s Society; Embassy of Ireland; British Council; Hurley’s
Irish Pub; BGL; and McKibbin’s Irish Pub. The CGM Committee
consists of Lynn Doyle, Patrick Vallely, Kevin Tierney, Dana
Hearne, Antoine Maloney, Maeve Muldowney and Mary McDaid,
and their valiant webmaster, Karen Doyle.

Comhra invites you to learn Irish

The Irish Language Study Group issues a hearty fáilte to
all members of the St. Patrick’s Society who have been

thinking of learning the language to go to Loyola High
School, 7277 Sherbrooke W., any Monday from 7:00 to 9:00
p.m. for a complimentary class and coffee. Call Sean Treacy
(637-4539) for more information.

Don’t miss the annual Irish Language Weekend,
sponsored by the Harp of Tara Branch of Comhaltas

Ceoltóiri Éireann in Kingston, which will be held from 4 — 6
April, 2003, at CFB Kingston, Ontario. The cost ($160.00
Canadian) includes accommodation and six meals including
the Saturday night banquet. You are also invited to attend the
second Annual General Meeting of Cumann na Gaeltachta
which will take place at 8:00 p.m. on Friday, 4 April. For further
information, contact Susan Moore (613) 542-3211.

CBC Radio and Concordia Universiy present a benefit
concert in support of the Centre for Canadian Irish Studies.

The concert will feature Beverly McGuire, Linda Morrison, Alan
Jones and his ensemble and the CBC Radio Arts Choir under the
direction of Cathy Richards.

8:00 p.m., Thursday, March 13, 2003,
 Oscar Peterson Concert Hall,

7141 Sherbrooke St.

 A donation of $10.00 is requested.
For information, call 848-7389.

Irish Language Weekend planned for April

An Irish Celebration in Words and Music

NUACHT welcomes contributions from readers. You write it and
we might publish it! Check p.2 for how to reach us.
And a Happy St. Patrick’s Day to you all!!
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St. Patrick Square
6767 Côte St. Luc Road

(514) 481-9609
Comfortable living for independent seniors.  Large gardens &
putting green. Indoor pool, exercise & billiard rooms. Many social
activities, outings, events & more…

Now renting!
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2003 CALENDAR OF EVENTS / CLAR IMEACHTAI 2003
DATE EVENTS FURTHER INFORMATION

Feb. 21 Ciné Gael 2003, As the Beast Sleeps, de Seve Cinema, Concordia, 1400 de Maisonneuve Lynn Doyle 481-3503
Feb. 21 Erin Sports Assoc. Irishman of the Year Sashing, Erin Club, 119 Hickson Ave., Verdun Tim Furlong 762-1882
Mar. 1 Big Night of Dancing, Royal Canadian Legion, Addington/De Maisonneve, 8 p.m. Bill White 722-1219
Mar. 8 Erin Sports Assoc. Irishman of the Year Breakfast, Sheraton Hotel, René Lévesque Blvd. Mabel Fitzgerald 481-9609
Mar. 8 St. Patrick’s Ball, Chateau Champlain Doris Rooney 481-1346
Mar. 9 Mass of Anticipation, St. Gabriel’s Church, 2157 Centre St., Pointe St-Charles, 11:30 p.m. Ken O’Donnell 932-5250
Mar. 13 CIS/CBC Irish Concert, Oscar Peterson Concert Hall, 7141 Sherbrooke W., 8 p.m. Roberta Wheeler 768-0613
Mar. 16 Green Mass, St. Patrick’s Basilica, 10:00 a.m. Mary McGovern 866-7379
Mar. 16 St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Atwater/Ste. Catherine, 12:30 (Interim Parade Dir. Ken Quinn) Ken Quinn 932-0512
Mar. 16 Erin Sports Assoc. Irishman of the Year Post Parade, Erin Club, 119 Hickson Ave., Verdun Tim Furlong 762-1882
Mar. 17 St. Patrick’s Luncheon, Hotel Bonaventure Doris Rooney 481-1346
Mar. 21 Ciné Gael 2003, Recent Award-Winning Irish Films,  de Seve Cinema, Concordia Lynn Doyle 481-3503
Mar. 22 UIS Awards Banquet, Buffet Sorento, $60.00 Margaret Healy 932-5250
Mar. 28 Fundraising Céilí–World Championships of Irish Dancing, Mtl. West Town Hall, 7 p.m. Fiona MacGeachy 481-6834
Apr. 4 Ciné Gael 2003, Puckoon (from Spike Millegan’s book) de Seve Cinema, Concordia Lynn Doyle 481-3503
Apr. 5 Big Night of Dancing, Royal Canadian Legion, Addington/De Maisonneve, 8 p.m. Bill White 722-1219
Apr. 12 Siamsa Spring Céilí, Royal Canadian Legion, Addington/de Maisonneuve, 8:00 p.m Emily Andrews 932-0135
Apr. 24 Ciné Gael 2003, W/end with Rod Stoneman: Song for a Raggy Boy, de Seve Cinema Lynn Doyle 481-3503
Apr. 25 Ciné Gael 2003, W/end with Rod Stoneman: Ordinary Decent Criminal, de Seve Cinema Lynn Doyle 481-3503
Apr. 26 Ciné Gael 2003, W/end with Rod Stoneman: Disco Pigs, de Seve Cinema, Concordia Lynn Doyle 481-3503
May 2 ISSC, Innisfail Spring Fling, NDG Legion Hall, Addington/De Maisonneuve, 7 p.m. Roberta Wheeler 768-0613
May 8 Ciné Gael 2003, Closing Gala, Guest of Honour – Milo O’Shea, de Seve Cinema Lynn Doyle 481-3503
May 12 St. Patrick’s Society Executive Meeting, St. Patrick’s Square, 5:30 p.m Doris Rooney 481-1346
May 12 St. Patrick’s Society Directors’ Meeting, St. Patrick’s Square, 7 p.m Doris Rooney 481-1346
May 17 Feis Montreal Pat Short 697-4343
June 9 St. Patrick’s Society AGM, St. Patrick’s Square, 7 p.m Doris Rooney 481-1346
June 17 St. Patrick Sociey’s Annual Golf Tournament, Bellevue Golf Club Doris Rooney 481-1346
June 27 ISSC, Innisfail AGM, NDG Legion Hall, Addington/De Maisonneuve, 7 p.m. Roberta Wheeler 768-0613

Horn-Head Systems Inc.
143 Wolseley Ave. North,
Montreal West,  H4X 1V8

“For those of you who were once children, please
support the Montreal Children’s Hospital
Foundation.”

— an anonymous friend of St. Patrick’s Society

Cell: (514) 233-1184
Res: (514) 482-4351
Fax: (514) 482-2759
E-Mail: edwardeustace@videotron.ca

Edward M. Eustace MBA CA
Management Consultant


