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I often hear, “I would love to get involved, but I don’t have the time.” I understand that sentiment. Yet I have come to

believe that contributing does not require a grand gesture or an enormous commitment. Even the smallest act of

service strengthens our community — and ourselves.

The strength of the St. Patrick’s Society has always rested on the generosity, dedication, and spirit of its members. It

is through that collective commitment that our traditions continue to thrive and our charitable mission endures.

There is deep satisfaction in knowing we have helped make life just a little better for someone else.

As we look ahead to 2026, I invite you to consider becoming part of an organization dedicated to service and

community: the St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal. We welcome new members warmly and encourage everyone to

participate in ways that suit their lives and schedules.

I wish you and your families a year filled with good health, joy, and peace. May you look back on the beginning of

2026 with pride in the steps you chose to take and all that you have set in motion this year.

All my best,

Carol McCormick

President

St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal

Carol McCormick

Dear friends and members of St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal, 

At the beginning of each year, many of us pause to reflect. Did we achieve the goals

we set? Did we make the difference we hoped to make?

Looking back should serve one purpose: to inspire us to look forward with optimism.

While our lives are busy and time seems to move ever faster, each new year gives

us the opportunity to adjust, to recommit, and to take meaningful action.
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CIMPN Launches The Irish Mile : TM

A New Digital Journey Through Irish Heritage in Québec
BY LAURIE MCKEOWN -THOMASSIN

Page 2

The Canadian Irish Migration Preservation Network (CIMPN) is a not-for-profit association

dedicated to preserving, conserving, and promoting Irish heritage and culture in Canada. Our

mission is to foster a collaborative network of organizations and individuals—both nationally and

internationally—who share a commitment to researching and commemorating the rich history of

the Irish in Canada. By working together, we keep ancestral stories alive and celebrate the enduring

contributions of Irish migrants and their descendants to Canada’s social and cultural fabric.

CIMPN is now entering one of its most exciting phases yet—one defined by collaboration, digital

innovation, and the strengthening of Irish heritage across Québec. At the centre of this momentum

is The Irish Mile , our flagship interactive mapping project, proudly supported by the SecrétariatTM

aux relations avec les Québécois d’expression anglaise (SRQEA). Officially launched on January

27, 2026, on the CIMPN website, The Irish Mile , is a province-wide digital map and storytellingTM

platform that brings together 127 Irish heritage sites from across Québec.

More than a map, The Irish Mile  is an

immersive digital experience. The platform

allows users to explore heritage locations

through photographs, videos, audio

recordings, and curated historical resources,

bringing Québec’s Irish past to life in

dynamic new ways. The launch marks only

the beginning of a growing, living archive

that will continue to evolve for generations.

TM

The project’s name draws inspiration from the historic “Irish Mile,” a unit of measurement used

in Ireland before the 19th century, equivalent to approximately 1.27 modern miles. For

CIMPN, The Irish Mile  also symbolizes the long and often difficult journeys taken by IrishTM

emigrants who left their homeland to build new lives in Québec’s towns and communities. The

project begins with 127 heritage sites—a deliberate nod to the 1.27 traditional Irish Mile—and will

continue to expand as new sites and stories are added.

Photo credit: Maria Carmanico Greenough
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CIMPN Launches The Irish Mile  (cont’d)TM

Through this initiative and others, CIMPN is also building a bilingual digital repository documenting

Irish migration to Québec and the lasting cultural influence that continues to shape communities

today. As part of the SRQEA-supported project Preserving and Showcasing Irish Heritage in Québec,

CIMPN is developing an extensive digital and educational platform dedicated to exploring the

diverse histories of Irishness across the province. By collaborating with local communities, historians,

experts, and individuals of Irish descent, we are capturing and preserving the varied legacies of Irish

settlement in Québec.

We invite you to explore The Irish Mile on our website and share your feedback. Community

participation is essential to the continued growth of this project, and we welcome suggestions for

additional sites and stories to include. CIMPN is deeply grateful to the Secrétariat aux relations avec

les Québécois d’expression anglaise (SRQEA) for their generous support, which made the

development of this initiative possible.

TM 

Together, we are building a living archive—one that honours the past, celebrates the present, and

ensures that the stories of Irish migration and heritage in Québec continue to be shared for

generations to come

https://cimpn-rcpmi.ca/the-irish-mile-interactive-map/

Visitors to the site can explore the interactive map by clicking the markers along The Irish Mile to discover the

villages, churches, cemeteries, and landmarks shaped by Irish emigrants.
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Patron of the 2026 St. Patrick’s Society Ball

Mary Jeanne Phelan

Mary Jeanne Phelan, Partner, Blakes

BY SHERRI MCGURNAGHAN 

The St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal is honoured to welcome Mary Jeanne
Phelan as Patron of the 2026 St. Patrick’s Society Ball.

As a respected partner at Blakes and leader of the Firm’s Financial Services
group in Montréal, Mary Jeanne is widely recognized for her professional
excellence, integrity and leadership. Beyond her distinguished legal career,
she has long been a dedicated supporter of Montréal’s cultural and
charitable life, having served on the boards of several charities and non-
profits, including the Ireland–Canada Chamber of Commerce. Mary Jeanne
has a deep appreciation for the role community institutions play in
sustaining tradition, connection and generosity.

Mary Jeanne’s commitment to service reflects the values at the heart of the
St. Patrick’s Society: stewardship, inclusion and care for those most in
need. Her decision to serve as Patron underscores the importance of the
Society’s mission and the continued relevance of the Ball as both a
cherished social tradition and a vital fundraiser supporting community
initiatives throughout the year.

The Society remains deeply grateful for Mary Jeanne’s support and
leadership and was honoured to welcome her as Patron at the Fairmont
Queen Elizabeth Hotel on February 20, 2026.



St. Patrick’s Society is a registered charity
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MONTREAL

NUACHT March 2026
Page 5

Ireland and Canada: 

Celebrating a Living Heritage
BY JOHN CONCANNON

Ambassador of Ireland to Canada 

Every March, Canada proudly celebrates Irish

Heritage Month, a moment dedicated to recognizing

the profound impact of Irish communities on Canada’s

history and identity. Now firmly established, this

annual celebration highlights the contributions of Irish

immigrants and their descendants, from helping

design the iconic Canadian flag to building the Rideau

Canal and participating in the very formation of

Confederation.

Throughout the month, events take place across the

country. St. Patrick’s Day parades remain the

centerpiece, drawing enthusiastic crowds in major

Canadian cities. Alongside these large-scale

festivities, hundreds of community events showcase

the richness of Irish culture through traditional music,

dance and literature. 
Ambassador John Concannon and Prime Minister Carney at

the 200  St. Patrick’s Day Parade (2025)th

This year, the Embassy of Ireland proudly joins the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Montreal as it enters its third

century! The event stands as a powerful reminder of the city’s deep Irish roots and the lasting influence of

Irish heritage on its cultural landscape. Irish Heritage Month offers Canadians an opportunity not only to

celebrate these historic ties but also to honour the Irish people who continue to shape and enrich Canada in

countless ways.



J. Peter Shea (1943–2025)

For decades, Peter Shea was a central and deeply respected figure

within St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal. He served as President of the

Society from 2000 to 2002 and, for many years, as Society Historian

— a role he fulfilled with dedication, intellectual rigour, and a

profound respect for our shared heritage until his passing in

September 2025. He was the current longest-serving member of

the Society at the time of his death.

Peter’s leadership extended far beyond titles. He was a thoughtful

steward of the Society’s history and traditions, always encouraging

careful reflection on the legacy we carry forward. Among his many

significant contributions was his pivotal role in the 2012 annual

general meeting debate that led to the posthumous reinstatement of

Thomas D’Arcy McGee as a member of the Society — a moment of

historical importance that reflected both courage and reconciliation.

He was also a key contributor to the Society’s 2017-2018

commemoration marking the 150  anniversary of the assassination

of Thomas D’Arcy McGee, helping ensure that the event was

remembered with dignity, historical depth, and scholarly care.

th

2026 Community Award Co-Recipients

 J. Peter Shea and Patrick Shea

The Board of Directors is pleased to announce the selection of Peter Shea (posthumously) and Patrick
Shea as the recipients of the 2026 St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal Community Award.

This selection recognizes not only extraordinary individual service, but also a remarkable continuity of
commitment to Irish culture, history, and community life in Montreal

In 2001, Peter was named Irishman of the Year by the Erin Sports Association in recognition of his

contributions to the Irish community. His commitment to cultural life included serving on the committee that

brought the University of Notre Dame Concert Band to Montreal in 2000 — an initiative that strengthened

cultural ties and enriched the community’s artistic life.

Peter’s community involvement went beyond the Irish community. He served on the board of governors of

Concordia University, was the president of the Loyola College Alumni Association, was a founding director of

the Loyola High School Alumni Association, and was a long-time member of the board of Catholic

Community Services.

Peter’s legacy within the Society is one of integrity, scholarship, leadership, and deep devotion to the Irish

community in Montreal. His impact continues to be felt in the Society’s work today.
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The President of St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal from 2010 to 2012,

Patrick Shea continues his father’s long and distinguished tradition of

leadership and service within our community. During his tenure as

President, he demonstrated thoughtful stewardship, steady judgment,

and a clear commitment to strengthening the Society’s relevance and

impact in contemporary Montreal. His leadership was marked by integrity,

collaboration, and a deep respect for the Society’s history and mission.

Patrick was the honorary chairperson of the Society’s annual charitable

ball in 2024. Patrick currently serves as Chair of the Canadian Irish

Studies Foundation, the organization that supports the School of Irish

Studies at Concordia University. In this role, he plays an important part in

advancing education, academic research, and cultural programming that

sustain and expand Irish studies in Montreal and beyond. Under his

guidance, the Foundation continues to foster scholarship, support

students, and promote meaningful engagement with Ireland’s rich

intellectual and cultural traditions.

Community Award Nomination 2026

 Peter Shea and Patrick Shea (con’t)

Patrick Shea

A Shared Legacy

Recognizing Peter Shea posthumously alongside Patrick Shea honours both a lifetime of exceptional service

and the continuation of that commitment through the next generation.

Together, their contributions embody the values at the heart of St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal: leadership,

cultural stewardship, community engagement, and an enduring dedication to the Irish presence in this city.

We look forward to celebrating their legacy at the 2026 Community Award presentation.

Like his father, Patrick’s community engagement is much broader than the Irish community alone. He is the

chair of the board of governors of Loyola High School, a member of the boards of directors of the MUHC

Foundation, the Andover Canadian Fund, and the Father Dowd Foundation, and a member of the Faculty

Advancement Board of McGill Law School, and he has previously chaired or served on the boards of

numerous other not-for-profit organizations. He has fundraised extensively for Loyola High School, Phillips

Academy, Princeton University, McGill University, St. Mary’s Hospital, the MUHC, and the CHUM.

His ongoing work reflects a sustained dedication to ensuring that Irish history, scholarship, and culture remain

vibrant, accessible, and relevant to future generations. Through both community leadership and academic

advocacy, Patrick exemplifies the enduring spirit of service that defines the Irish community in Montreal.

NUACHT March 2026
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30th Annual 
SPS GOLF TOURNAMENT

ST.  PATRICK'S SOCIETY OF MONTREAL

10:00am  Buffet Breakfast 

12:45pm   Shotgun Start

5:00pm    Reception & Dinner

514.481 .1346  |  off ice@spsmtl .com

www.spsmtl .com

SAVE THE DATE: 
FRIDAY JUNE 12,  2026
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1/3 page 
1/2 page 

1 issue      4 issues       Savings

$90
$175
$225
$275 

$225
$375
$525
$725 

Please send all inquiries and submissions to
nuacht@spsmtl.com Rates exclude layout or art. Please
submit all art work in JPEG/PDF. Rates exclude GST and
PST.

$135
$325
$375
$375

30th Annual St. Patrick’s Society Golf Tournament

BY RICHARD CHURCH / DAVE DUBEAU

Despite the cold temperatures and steady snowfall, there is one reliable sign that warmer days – and

great company – are ahead!

The 30th Annual St. Patrick’s Society Golf Tournament will take place on June 12 at The Bellevue Golf

Club.

This year marks three decades of tradition, camaraderie, and meaningful charitable impact. Over the

years, the tournament has grown to become one of the Society’s most important annual fundraisers,

bringing together sponsors, members, and supporters in the spirit of fellowship and generosity.

In recent years, this event has set a new benchmark in financial support for the Society – a reflection of

the commitment and enthusiasm of our participants and sponsors. As we prepare to celebrate our 30th

year, we look forward to building on that momentum!

Sponsorship Opportunities

As this is a milestone year, we are seeking strong sponsorship support to make the 30th edition our most

impactful yet. Sponsorship offers meaningful visibility, on-site recognition, and the opportunity to align

your organization with a long-standing community tradition.

We encourage returning sponsors and golfers to confirm early and warmly welcome new partners who

wish to be part of this landmark event. Sponsorship packages and partnership details will be shared

shortly.

Your participation – as a golfer, sponsor, or both – makes a direct and meaningful difference. 100% of

funds raised continue to support the charities and community initiatives championed by the Society.

We look forward to celebrating with you on June 12!
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Little Shamrocks, Big Dreams: 
Honoring Tradition and Inspiring Tomorrow

On Sunday, March 22, 2026, Montréal will proudly celebrate its 201st St. Patrick’s Day Parade,

continuing a legacy more than two centuries in the making. This year’s theme, “Little Shamrocks, Big

Dreams,” shines a spotlight on the next generation, their creativity, their enthusiasm, and the bright

future they represent for Montréal’s Irish community.

Leading this year’s celebration is Queen Sarah Crotty, 22, a proud Montrealer with deep Irish roots.

Soon to graduate in Microbiology and Immunology from the Université de Montréal, Sarah exemplifies

leadership, dedication, and community spirit. She volunteers with Myra’s Kids Foundation, captains

the Montreal Shamrocks Camogie team, and aspires to represent Team Canada at the GAA World

Games. Her story reflects the heart of this year’s theme, dreams nurtured by heritage and propelled

by passion. As the 2026 Parade Queen, Sarah will honor her cultural traditions while inspiring young

people to celebrate their own.

2026 UIS QUEEN & COURT

FR L to R: Emma Corriveau, Kasey Lamer, Sarah Crotty, Addison Martin, Emma Miles-Jones

Joining her are this year’s princesses, Kasey Lamer, Addison Martin, Emma Corriveau, and Emma

Miles-Jones. Together, the Queen and her Court symbolize the continuity of Irish traditions in Montréal

and the promise embodied by the next generation. Their grace, leadership, and enthusiasm reinforce

the message that cultural pride thrives when youth are encouraged to engage, participate, and

dream.

BY NIKKI PICHER-DOYLE

VP Public Relations, United Irish Societies of Mtl 



They will be accompanied by Grand Marshal, Gary McKeown, a

respected community figure and dedicated volunteer. Gary served as

Chairman of the Board of Governors at Shriners Hospitals for Children

Canada, where he helped support world‑class pediatric care and

promoted the hospital’s mission throughout the community. A member

of the Karnak Shriners since 2007, he served as its Potentate in 2018.

Gary has spent years championing the hospital’s work and proudly

representing the Shriners’ commitment to children. His leadership, both

within the Irish community and the Shriners, makes him a fitting and

inspiring Grand Marshal for this year’s parade.

Guiding the formal presentation of the parade is Chief Reviewing Officer

Joe Pilotte, whose role ensures that the history, dignity, and ceremonial

structure of the event are upheld. With a deep appreciation for the cultural

importance of the parade, Pilotte brings experience, organization, and a

steady hand to this year’s festivities. His leadership helps maintain the

parade’s high standards and provides recognition to the many marching

groups, bands, and cultural organizations that bring it to life each year.

This year’s theme places children and youth at the heart of the

celebration. Young dancers, musicians, athletes, and cultural groups from

across the province will march proudly behind the royal entourage, filling

the parade route with color, energy, and the unmistakable spirit of Irish

heritage. 

2026 GRAND MARSHALL

GARY MCKEOWN

2026 CHIEF REVIEWING OFFICER

JOE PILOTTE

As the parade travels along De Maisonneuve Boulevard, families and spectators will be treated to

vibrant floats, lively performances, and the sounds of traditional Irish music echoing through the streets

of Montréal. Leading the way, the Queen and her Court, and our Grand Marshal will set the tone for a

day defined by unity, celebration, and the joy of shared heritage.The 2026 parade is more than a

commemoration; it is a commitment to the future. By uplifting young people and placing them at the

center of this year’s celebration, Montréal’s Irish community ensures its traditions will continue to

flourish for generations to come. 

On March 22, let us honor our past, celebrate our present, and embrace the “Little Shamrocks” whose

big dreams will carry our culture proudly into tomorrow.

Little Shamrocks, Big Dreams (con’t) 
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CINÉ GAEL MONTREAL: IRISH STORIES.

BIG SCREEN. LONG TRADITION.

For more than thirty years, Ciné Gael Montréal has played a quiet but vital role in Canadian Irish cultural

life in our fair city. Founded in 1992, it is one of the longest running Irish film series in North America,

sustained by community commitment, volunteer effort, and a belief that Irish stories deserve space on the

big screen.

Rooted in Montreal’s Irish community, and open to all, Ciné Gael presents films of Irish interest in one or

both of Ireland’s official languages. What defines the programme is not geography, although the

Cinematography can transport the viewer, but connection: films that explore Irish culture, history,

language, politics, diaspora, and lived experience, whether produced in Ireland, Montreal or elsewhere.

The selection includes feature films, documentaries, and shorts that reflect Ireland in all its complexity-rural

and urban, historical and contemporary, familiar and challenging. Many of these films are rarely screened

in Canadian cinemas, making Ciné Gael an important access point for Irish-focused cinema that might

otherwise go unseen.

This season’s programme reflects the continued vitality and

range of Irish-interest filmmaking. The selected films engage

with contemporary Irish life and experience, exploring

questions of Identity, memory, change, and belonging,

themes that resonate strongly within the Irish diaspora today.

Several of this season’s screenings offer rare opportunities to

see recent films of Irish interest on the big screen in Canada,

presented in a carefully curated, communal setting that

streaming platforms simply cannot replicate. Together, they

form a season that is timely, thoughtful, and one that will

resonate long after the credits roll.Frame from Born That Way

At its core, Ciné Gael Montreal is an educational, non-profit community initiative. Screenings are supported

by contextual material and opportunities for discussion, transforming each event into more than

entertainment: an opportunity to learn, reflect, and engage with Ireland’s past, present, and global

experience. 

In an era of streaming platforms, Ciné Gael Montreal remains community-driven and purpose-led. Its

continued existence depends on public awareness, material support, and on audiences who understand

cultural traditions only survive when people participate in them. Operating within Quebec’s educational

and cultural framework, Ciné Gael remains accessible, welcoming, and inclusive, attracting long-

established Irish Canadians, newer arrivals, students, film enthusiasts, and the simply curious.

Screenings typically take place on Friday evenings at Concordia University’s J.A. DeSève Cinema, a

relaxed, central setting that encourages conversation before and after the films. Over the years, Ciné Gael

has become not just a place to watch Irish cinema, but a place to gather, reconnect, and share

perspectives.



Attending Ciné Gael means:

Supporting a long-standing Irish cultural institution in Canada: 

Experiencing Irish stories beyond clichés and stereotypes, 

Staying connected, or reconnecting, with Irish culture through film, and

Taking part in a tradition that educates, enlightens, and builds community.

Ciné Gael Montreal has endured for over three decades because it serves a real cultural purpose.

Attending is not only an evening out; it is an act of cultural continuity.

Programme and membership details for the 2026 season are available at Cinegaelmontreal.com.

We thank the Irish Film Institute (IFI), Screen Ireland, the School for Canadian Irish Studies at Concordia

University, the team at the DeSeve Cinéma and St. Patrick Society for their precious collaboration in

bringing this exciting season to screen.

Ciné GAEL MONTREAL: IRISH STORIES.

(con’t)

Season runs from January to May, with a final-night audience vote for Best Feature of the Season.

Ciné Gael Montréal Irish Film Series 2026 ...our 34th

2026 is the 100th Anniversary of the establishment of Fianna Fáil in 1926. As well, it's the 200th

anniversary of the replacement of Irish currency with the Irish Pound in 1826. 

The series that our film programmers have assembled is an exciting fresh look at recent Irish filmmaking.

All screenings are at J.A. DeSève Cinema,

Concordia University, 1400 de Maisonneuve West, at 7:15 PM, unless otherwise indicated.

Friday, Mar 27th Evening of Irish Short Films

We again have the pleasure of opening our Short Films evening with the latest from G.Scott MacLeod in

his History of Griffintown series.

Friday, Apr 10   Born That Way County Kilkenny (2025)th

 

Friday, Apr 24   Aontas Glenarm, County Antrim (2025)th

Friday, May 15   Blue Road: The Edna O'Brien Story Ireland and the UK (2024)th

cinegaelmontreal.com

NUACHT March 2026
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Operating with a unique financial model, the IPBS raises no funds from the general public. Instead,

every charitable undertaking and legacy project is funded entirely through the strategic management

of its internal investment portfolio. This independence allows the Society to maintain a steady, quiet

impact on Montreal life, guided by a Council of dedicated volunteers who manage all administrative

duties without paid staff.

A LEGACY OF COMPASSION: THE IRISH PROTESTANT

BENEVOLENT SOCIETY OF MONTREAL

BY DAVID CLENDENNING

 IPBS Council member

Established in 1856, the Irish Protestant Benevolent Society (IPBS) of Montreal stands as a venerable

pillar of the city’s cultural and philanthropic landscape. For 170 years, this organization has remained

dedicated to its founding mission of supporting those of Irish Protestant descent while evolving into a

significant benefactor for the broader community.

The Society’s commitment to charity is deeply personal,

characterized by direct payments to needy applicants that

are preceded by personal visits from Council members to

ensure a human connection. 

Beyond individual aid, the IPBS has increasingly focused on

substantial "Legacy Projects" that preserve Irish heritage and

support vital civic institutions. Recent years have seen the

Society sponsor the Old Brewery Mission’s annual dinner in

May and provide significant backing to the Black Rock

Memorial Foundation and the School of Irish Studies at

Concordia University. 

Breaking new ground in 2026, the IPBS extended its reach beyond the Montreal area for the first time in

its 170-year history by awarding a bursary and scholarship donation to the Irish Regiment (Sudbury)

Association. This milestone illustrates a creative expansion of the Society's philanthropic footprint.

Heritage and history are woven into the fabric of the IPBS, as evidenced by its annual newsletter

distributed to its members each October or November. This publication serves as a historical record,

featuring detailed profiles of noted Irish figures such as industrialist William Clendinneng, Matthew

Hamilton Gault, and the statesman Thomas D’Arcy McGee. 

IPBS LOGO



The modern IPBS remains a highly active participant in Montreal’s vibrant Irish culture. The Society

maintains a strong presence at local lectures, the "Walk to the Stone," and commemorations for the

Great Hunger. Its historical relationship with the St. Patrick’s Society remains a cornerstone of its

community ties, exemplified by the IPBS sponsoring the 2025 St. Patrick’s Day Parade with a $5,000

contribution. 

To maintain this momentum, the Council recently added three new members to diversify its skill set

and ensure the organization remains creative and relevant. Current operations are a blend of tradition

and modernity, with monthly meetings held via internet calls on the last Tuesday of the month, while

the prestigious Forget House on Sherbrooke Street serves as the venue for the Annual General

Meeting and reception.

Looking toward the future, the IPBS is constantly seeking new members who wish to contribute to this

storied legacy. The Society continues to foster links with heritage networks across Quebec and utilizes

its website at Irishpbs.com to provide current resources and contact information for those interested in

its mission. Inspired by the history chronicled in Edgar Andrew Collard’s book "The Irish Way," the

Society remains a steadfast guardian of Irish Protestant identity in Montreal, blending business acumen

with a profound sense of duty to the community.

NUACHT March 2026
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A LEGACY OF COMPASSION: THE IRISH PROTESTANT

BENEVOLENT SOCIETY OF MONTREAL (CON’T)

This focus on leadership reflects the Society’s own lineage of past presidents—men and women who

shaped the Montreal business and civil landscape. The Society maintains a physical and spiritual link

to this past through its connection to Mount Royal Cemetery, where the IPBS maintains a dedicated lot

and honors the many influential members buried throughout the grounds.

Symbols of the Irish Protestant Benevolent Society 

of Montreal, est. 1856. PBS Picnic, 1874
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CLÁR IMEACHTAÍ

 

We are building our “New Generation” division. All those between the ages of: 18-30 are welcome to
build with us new ways to reach out to our community besides: The Ball, The Luncheon and The Golf
Tournament. New events will give us a way to expand our help to the community. Won’t you join us?

St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal, built on nearly 200 years of strong support, wants to continue
growing its membership, giving the Society the strength in numbers it needs to carry forward its work
in the community.

Yes, I wish to contribute to St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal Please accept my gift of:

___$25 ____$50 ____$100 Other: $______

 Name: ______________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________Apt: _____ 

City: _________________________Postal Code: _________ Telephone: _____________________ 

Email: ______________________________________________ 

Income Tax Receipt shall be issued
Charitable Registration No. 892743667

NEW GENERATION

MOVING FORWARD!

DATE DESCRIPTION CONTACT
2026
March 13 - 15, 2026
March 14, 2026
March 21, 2026
March 22, 2026
June 12, 2026

Rawdon St. Patrick’s Festival
Chateauguay St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Hudson Saint Patrick’s Day Parade
201st St. Patrick’s Day Parade
St. Patrick’s Society Golf Tournament

rawdon.ca
ville.chateauguay.qc.ca
soulangesirishsociety.org
unitedirishsocieties.ca
spsmtl.com

Pledge__________ x $_______________ = $___________________

Method of Payment:

Cheque (Payable to St. Patrick’s Society of Mtl.) 

Visa / MasterCard

Card #: __ __ __ __/__ __ __ __/__ __ __ __/__ __ __ __ 

Exp Date: ____/_____ CCV_____

Signature: ______________________________________

Sign up on our website: www.spsmtl.com
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	CIMPN Launches The Irish MileTM:  A New Digital Journey Through Irish Heritage in Québec
	BY LAURIE MCKEOWN -THOMASSIN
	The Canadian Irish Migration Preservation Network (CIMPN) is a not-for-profit association dedicated to preserving, conserving, and promoting Irish heritage and culture in Canada. Our mission is to foster a collaborative network of organizations and individuals—both nationally and internationally—who share a commitment to researching and commemorating the rich history of the Irish in Canada. By working together, we keep ancestral stories alive and celebrate the enduring contributions of Irish migrants and their descendants to Canada’s social and cultural fabric.
	CIMPN is now entering one of its most exciting phases yet—one defined by collaboration, digital innovation, and the strengthening of Irish heritage across Québec. At the centre of this momentum is The Irish MileTM, our flagship interactive mapping project, proudly supported by the Secrétariat aux relations avec les Québécois d’expression anglaise (SRQEA). Officially launched on January 27, 2026, on the CIMPN website, The Irish MileTM, is a province-wide digital map and storytelling platform that brings together 127 Irish heritage sites from across Québec.
	The project’s name draws inspiration from the historic “Irish Mile,” a unit of measurement used in Ireland before the 19th century, equivalent to approximately 1.27 modern miles. For CIMPN, The Irish MileTM also symbolizes the long and often difficult journeys taken by Irish emigrants who left their homeland to build new lives in Québec’s towns and communities. The project begins with 127 heritage sites—a deliberate nod to the 1.27 traditional Irish Mile—and will continue to expand as new sites and stories are added.
	More than a map, The Irish MileTM is an immersive digital experience. The platform allows users to explore heritage locations through photographs, videos, audio recordings, and curated historical resources, bringing Québec’s Irish past to life in dynamic new ways. The launch marks only the beginning of a growing, living archive that will continue to evolve for generations.


	CIMPN Launches The Irish MileTM (cont’d)
	Through this initiative and others, CIMPN is also building a bilingual digital repository documenting Irish migration to Québec and the lasting cultural influence that continues to shape communities today. As part of the SRQEA-supported project Preserving and Showcasing Irish Heritage in Québec, CIMPN is developing an extensive digital and educational platform dedicated to exploring the diverse histories of Irishness across the province. By collaborating with local communities, historians, experts, and individuals of Irish descent, we are capturing and preserving the varied legacies of Irish settlement in Québec.
	We invite you to explore The Irish MileTM on our website and share your feedback. Community participation is essential to the continued growth of this project, and we welcome suggestions for additional sites and stories to include. CIMPN is deeply grateful to the Secrétariat aux relations avec les Québécois d’expression anglaise (SRQEA) for their generous support, which made the development of this initiative possible.
	Together, we are building a living archive—one that honours the past, celebrates the present, and ensures that the stories of Irish migration and heritage in Québec continue to be shared for generations to come
	https://cimpn-rcpmi.ca/the-irish-mile-interactive-map/
	Patron of the 2026 St. Patrick’s Society Ball

	Ireland and Canada:
	Celebrating a Living Heritage

	2026 Community Award Co-Recipients  J. Peter Shea and Patrick Shea
	The Board of Directors is pleased to announce the selection of Peter Shea (posthumously) and Patrick Shea as the recipients of the 2026 St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal Community Award.
	This selection recognizes not only extraordinary individual service, but also a remarkable continuity of commitment to Irish culture, history, and community life in Montreal
	J. Peter Shea (1943–2025)
	For decades, Peter Shea was a central and deeply respected figure within St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal. He served as President of the Society from 2000 to 2002 and, for many years, as Society Historian — a role he fulfilled with dedication, intellectual rigour, and a profound respect for our shared heritage until his passing in September 2025. He was the current longest-serving member of the Society at the time of his death.
	Peter’s leadership extended far beyond titles. He was a thoughtful steward of the Society’s history and traditions, always encouraging careful reflection on the legacy we carry forward. Among his many significant contributions was his pivotal role in the 2012 annual general meeting debate that led to the posthumous reinstatement of Thomas D’Arcy McGee as a member of the Society — a moment of historical importance that reflected both courage and reconciliation.
	He was also a key contributor to the Society’s 2017-2018 commemoration marking the 150th anniversary of the assassination of Thomas D’Arcy McGee, helping ensure that the event was remembered with dignity, historical depth, and scholarly care.
	In 2001, Peter was named Irishman of the Year by the Erin Sports Association in recognition of his contributions to the Irish community. His commitment to cultural life included serving on the committee that brought the University of Notre Dame Concert Band to Montreal in 2000 — an initiative that strengthened cultural ties and enriched the community’s artistic life.
	Peter’s community involvement went beyond the Irish community. He served on the board of governors of Concordia University, was the president of the Loyola College Alumni Association, was a founding director of the Loyola High School Alumni Association, and was a long-time member of the board of Catholic Community Services.
	Peter’s legacy within the Society is one of integrity, scholarship, leadership, and deep devotion to the Irish community in Montreal. His impact continues to be felt in the Society’s work today.


	Community Award Nomination 2026  Peter Shea and Patrick Shea (con’t)
	Patrick Shea
	The President of St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal from 2010 to 2012, Patrick Shea continues his father’s long and distinguished tradition of leadership and service within our community. During his tenure as President, he demonstrated thoughtful stewardship, steady judgment, and a clear commitment to strengthening the Society’s relevance and impact in contemporary Montreal. His leadership was marked by integrity, collaboration, and a deep respect for the Society’s history and mission.
	Patrick was the honorary chairperson of the Society’s annual charitable ball in 2024. Patrick currently serves as Chair of the Canadian Irish Studies Foundation, the organization that supports the School of Irish Studies at Concordia University. In this role, he plays an important part in advancing education, academic research, and cultural programming that sustain and expand Irish studies in Montreal and beyond. Under his guidance, the Foundation continues to foster scholarship, support students, and promote meaningful engagement with Ireland’s rich intellectual and cultural traditions.
	Like his father, Patrick’s community engagement is much broader than the Irish community alone. He is the chair of the board of governors of Loyola High School, a member of the boards of directors of the MUHC Foundation, the Andover Canadian Fund, and the Father Dowd Foundation, and a member of the Faculty Advancement Board of McGill Law School, and he has previously chaired or served on the boards of numerous other not-for-profit organizations. He has fundraised extensively for Loyola High School, Phillips Academy, Princeton University, McGill University, St. Mary’s Hospital, the MUHC, and the CHUM.
	His ongoing work reflects a sustained dedication to ensuring that Irish history, scholarship, and culture remain vibrant, accessible, and relevant to future generations. Through both community leadership and academic advocacy, Patrick exemplifies the enduring spirit of service that defines the Irish community in Montreal.

	A Shared Legacy
	Recognizing Peter Shea posthumously alongside Patrick Shea honours both a lifetime of exceptional service and the continuation of that commitment through the next generation.
	Together, their contributions embody the values at the heart of St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal: leadership, cultural stewardship, community engagement, and an enduring dedication to the Irish presence in this city.
	We look forward to celebrating their legacy at the 2026 Community Award presentation.
	ST. PATRICK'S SOCIETY OF MONTREAL


	30th Annual  SPS GOLF TOURNAMENT
	SAVE THE DATE:  FRIDAY JUNE 12, 2026
	10:00am  Buffet Breakfast  12:45pm   Shotgun Start 5:00pm    Reception & Dinner


	30th Annual St. Patrick’s Society Golf Tournament
	BY RICHARD CHURCH / DAVE DUBEAU
	Despite the cold temperatures and steady snowfall, there is one reliable sign that warmer days – and great company – are ahead!
	The 30th Annual St. Patrick’s Society Golf Tournament will take place on June 12 at The Bellevue Golf Club.
	This year marks three decades of tradition, camaraderie, and meaningful charitable impact. Over the years, the tournament has grown to become one of the Society’s most important annual fundraisers, bringing together sponsors, members, and supporters in the spirit of fellowship and generosity.
	In recent years, this event has set a new benchmark in financial support for the Society – a reflection of the commitment and enthusiasm of our participants and sponsors. As we prepare to celebrate our 30th year, we look forward to building on that momentum!
	Sponsorship Opportunities
	As this is a milestone year, we are seeking strong sponsorship support to make the 30th edition our most impactful yet. Sponsorship offers meaningful visibility, on-site recognition, and the opportunity to align your organization with a long-standing community tradition.
	We encourage returning sponsors and golfers to confirm early and warmly welcome new partners who wish to be part of this landmark event. Sponsorship packages and partnership details will be shared shortly.
	Your participation – as a golfer, sponsor, or both – makes a direct and meaningful difference. 100% of funds raised continue to support the charities and community initiatives championed by the Society. We look forward to celebrating with you on June 12!
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	Little Shamrocks, Big Dreams:  Honoring Tradition and Inspiring Tomorrow
	BY NIKKI PICHER-DOYLE VP Public Relations, United Irish Societies of Mtl
	On Sunday, March 22, 2026, Montréal will proudly celebrate its 201st St. Patrick’s Day Parade, continuing a legacy more than two centuries in the making. This year’s theme, “Little Shamrocks, Big Dreams,” shines a spotlight on the next generation, their creativity, their enthusiasm, and the bright future they represent for Montréal’s Irish community.
	Leading this year’s celebration is Queen Sarah Crotty, 22, a proud Montrealer with deep Irish roots. Soon to graduate in Microbiology and Immunology from the Université de Montréal, Sarah exemplifies leadership, dedication, and community spirit. She volunteers with Myra’s Kids Foundation, captains the Montreal Shamrocks Camogie team, and aspires to represent Team Canada at the GAA World Games. Her story reflects the heart of this year’s theme, dreams nurtured by heritage and propelled by passion. As the 2026 Parade Queen, Sarah will honor her cultural traditions while inspiring young people to celebrate their own.
	Joining her are this year’s princesses, Kasey Lamer, Addison Martin, Emma Corriveau, and Emma Miles-Jones. Together, the Queen and her Court symbolize the continuity of Irish traditions in Montréal and the promise embodied by the next generation. Their grace, leadership, and enthusiasm reinforce the message that cultural pride thrives when youth are encouraged to engage, participate, and dream.

	CLÁR IMEACHTAÍ
	DATE
	DESCRIPTION
	CONTACT

	MOVING FORWARD!
	St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal, built on nearly 200 years of strong support, wants to continue growing its membership, giving the Society the strength in numbers it needs to carry forward its work in the community.

	NEW GENERATION
	We are building our “New Generation” division. All those between the ages of: 18-30 are welcome to build with us new ways to reach out to our community besides: The Ball, The Luncheon and The Golf Tournament. New events will give us a way to expand our help to the community. Won’t you join us?
	Sign up on our website: www.spsmtl.com
	Yes, I wish to contribute to St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal Please accept my gift of:
	___$25
	____$50
	____$100
	Pledge__________ x $_______________ = $___________________
	Other: $______
	Name: ______________________________________________  Address: ________________________________Apt: _____  City: _________________________Postal Code: _________ Telephone: _____________________  Email: ______________________________________________
	Method of Payment:
	Cheque (Payable to St. Patrick’s Society of Mtl.)
	Visa / MasterCard
	Card #: __ __ __ __/__ __ __ __/__ __ __ __/__ __ __ __
	Exp Date: ____/_____ CCV_____
	Signature: ______________________________________
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	Income Tax Receipt shall be issued Charitable Registration No. 892743667
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