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A new immigrant’s view of Montreal

By Jemma McLaughlin

battering at your window. When I decided 
on Canada, Montreal was the obvious 
decision. To many this might sound strange 
as the ‘obvious decision’ would more than 
likely be Vancouver or Toronto, but what’s 
the fun in that? My philosophy on travelling 
is stepping outside your comfort zone and 
into the unfamiliar, having total anonymity, 
a blank canvas until you choose otherwise 
and I certainly found that in Montreal. The 
appeal of cultural diversity and the prospect 
of becoming fluent in another language 
sealed the deal for me. 

When the visa applications opened in early January, I got my 
paperwork together and off to the Canadian Embassy in Paris it 
went. It took a total of about six weeks to get confirmation and I 
arrived in Montreal at approximately 1:55 p.m. on Thursday the 
19th of May. Having organized short term accommodation before 
I arrived, I got a taxi from the airport to my studio apartment on 
the famous Plateau. Driving along St. Laurent for the first time 
was an incredible feeling. I was overwhelmed by the undeniable 
European vibe that ran through the streets. The combination of 
small, unique, non-franchised restaurants and bars that flowed out 
onto the road, along with the leisurely feel of people enjoying an 
afternoon drink and noticeably French chat with their nearest and 
dearest set the scene. 

“Canada, eh. Why Montreal?” 
That’s the million dollar 

question I have been repeatedly 
asked by many Montrealers over 
the past three months. In truth I 
don’t quite know myself, be it a 
strong will to travel, the glamorous 
prospect of living abroad or the 
severe lack of prospects back 
home due to one of the worst 
economic crises in living history 
– probably a combination of the 
three with a few extra thrown 
in for good luck. Travelling has 
always been in my blood; my 
childhood was filled with stories 
of faraway lands specifically from 
my mother when everything just 
seemed that little bit better than 
inside your bedroom on a July 
evening with the wind and rain 

Jemma McLaughlin snuggles into the “Illuminating Crowd” early 
one morning in July
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A word from the President

Disclaimer:
NUACHT occasionally publishes material of a 
controversial nature. It wishes to state that one of the 
purposes of this newsletter is to share opinions submitted 
and it welcomes comments from readers.
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Going green?

members’ Christmas reception which will be held one week later. 
These thirteen events are in addition to other members’ meetings 
over the course of the year, numerous meetings of the board of 
directors and the many committees thereof, joint participation 
at the Quebec City St. Patrick’s Day parade and the numerous 
events, press conferences and meetings organized by the other 
Irish societies and the other national societies of Montreal which 
representatives of the Society attend.

We are able to organize and run so many successful events due 
to the very hard work of the members of the board of directors, 
event committee members and other members of the Society, 
together with the fabulous office coordination of Erin Matheson 
and Tod Lunt.

While these many events are attended by thousands of Montrealers 
over the course of each year, they are, unfortunately, largely 
attended by very few actual members of the Society, other than 
a small core of organizers, directors and regular attendees. 
About half of these events are free of charge, and the other half 
are all priced so as to be below market for the type of event in 
question, which pricing is chosen for the very purpose of ensuring 
that as many members as possible are able to attend and that 
few, if any, members be prevented from attending for financial 
reasons. Because of our very busy schedules, there is certainly 
no expectation (and certainly no obligation) that every member is 
able – or wants to – attend all or even most events. But it would be 
a very positive development for the Society to have an increased 
attendance by its members at its own events.

Therefore, the board of directors would very much like to be able 
to understand better why members’ attendance at most Society 
events is low. We would like to know whether the events we 
organize are simply not of interest to the members, whether they 
are on inconvenient dates, at inconvenient times or at inconvenient 
locations or whether the pricing for those events which are paid 
events is too high. And we would also like to know whether 
there are other types of events that we do not organize that you 
would like to see organized in addition to or in lieu of our current 
line-up of events and activities. So your input would be greatly 
appreciated.  

One of the major purposes of the Society is to serve its members, 
so we would like to hear directly from you about the matters 
discussed above or about any other matter you would like to 
discuss in order to ensure that we are meeting or exceeding the 
needs of our members. I may be contacted by telephone at 514-
982-5055 or by e-mail at patrick.shea@blakes.com. I hope to 
hear from many of you!
Patrick M. Shea
September 2011

As all of its members know, St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal 
has consistently been an essential and very active player 

within the Montreal Irish community since its founding in 
1834. Many of our events, such as the annual luncheon and the 
annual ball, have their roots in the early nineteenth century. 
Our charitable endeavours – which, in addition to the events 
and activities that the Society itself organizes and sponsors, 
include making donations to a variety of Montreal-area not-
for-profit organizations which serve the less fortunate, children, 
the elderly, families, the homeless and others all across the 
Montreal region – are another important facet of the Society 
the tradition of which began many years ago.  

One of the important developments within the Society over 
the past few years, however, is the significant increase in the 
number of events that we organize each year. In 2011 alone, 
we have had or will soon have at least thirteen major events, 
including the first Irish Immigrant Integration Initiative 
networking evening in February, the ball in early March, 
the luncheon on St. Patrick’s Day, a sizeable Montreal St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade contingent a few days later, the annual 
golf tournament in June, the annual meeting of the members 
in June, a river cruise together with the members of the Irish 
Protestant Benevolent Society in July, the second annual Irish 
Family and Sports Day on the grounds of the Montreal Irish 
Rugby Football Club in St. Julie, a second Irish Immigrant 
Integration Initiative event in late September, a fundraising 
fashion show in October, the Society-sponsored annual 
Concordia School of Irish Studies lecture in November, our 
annual Christmas concert on December 1st and our annual 

mailto:nuacht@spsmtl.com
mailto:office@spsmtl.com
mailto:office@spsmtl.com
http://www.spsmtl.com
mailto:patrick.shea@blakes.com
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News from the Society
Once again the sun shone on SPS golfers

It rained on Monday, June 13th and it rained on Wednesday, June 
15th … BUT what a wonderful day we had on Tuesday, June 14th 

for a great game of golf!

As in previous years, it was a sold-out event. We had prizes for 
everyone and we are happy to report that approximately $14,000 
was raised for the charitable works of St. Patrick’s Society.

We would like to thank our many sponsors: Jim Killin’s L’Equipeur 
supplied golf shirts for all,  plus prizes; Bill Hurley’s Irish Pub again 
supplied a couple of kegs of Guinness and some Old Bushmills for 
all; Jim Kellett from MacDougall, MacDougall and MacTier donated 
a generous supply of golf balls, one dozen for each foursome; Scott 
Phelan of Boutique Electronique provided a super raffl e prize which 
was won  by one of our own – Andrea Bobkowicz; and my hat goes 
off to two of our original golf committee members, Jim Heaslip and 
Harry Trihey for their valuable assistance.

Once again, thanks to Brian O’Neill and Wayne Hogan,  co-chairs 
of the golf tournament and all the members of the golf committee 
whose hard work made the tournament the success that it was.   
Finally, I wish to thank all our hole sponsors as well as the golfers  
whose participation made all this possible.

Paul Doyle
Golf Chairman

Save the date! The Ógra committee is thrilled to announce 
the 2nd annual Habs Night Out.

 
Mark your calendars for Tuesday, December 6th and join us 
at the Bell Centre to watch the Montreal Canadiens play the 
Columbus Blue Jackets. Tickets will be available to Junior 
members of St. Patrick’s Society on a fi rst come, fi rst served  
basis. Tickets are limited, so make sure that you are on the 
Ógra mailing list and stay tuned for more Habs Night Out 
details and ticket prices.
 
For more information, please contact Conall Francoeur 
(cfrancoeur@gmail.com).If you are interested in being part of 
the Ógra committee, or to add your name to the Ógra mailing 
list, please contact Julie Dunn (dunnjulie@yahoo.ca).
 

Ógra to return to the Bell Centre

AGM well attended

The Society’s Annual General Meeting was held on June 15th 
at the Atwater Club. A large number of members turned 

out despite the inclement weather. Members of the Board 
presented their reports and answered questions pertaining to 
them. Then followed a more relaxed hour during which the 
attendees chatted to each other, sipping on wine and enjoying 
some rather fancy canapés. 

(l. to r.) Board members Vivian Doyle-Kelly, Jim 
Kellett and vice-president Paul Dunne

(l. to r.) Board member Karen Bright, Ken O’Donnell. 
board member Ed Brennan and Lynda Premeri
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What a terrifi c year for St. Patrick’s Society! Sold-out events 
like the Golf Tournament and Summer Dinner Cruise 

and record success for the St. Patrick’s Day Charity Luncheon, 
Christmas Concert and Annual Charity Ball speak to the great 
work being done by all involved.

These successes are underlined by the fact that many charities 
and charitable/cultural societies are facing poorer results and 
attendance due to the economic pressures of recent years.

Our Society’s increased focus on communicating more often 
and more effectively with our membership and the Montreal 
community at large appears to be bearing fruit.

The Board of Directors has fully supported the work of the 
Communications Committee in its brief four years of existence 
by giving the green light and fi nancial support to a number of 
important infrastructure projects: 
• upgrading and translating of our website www.spsmtl.

com  now certainly one of the fi nest sites of its kind in 
Montreal;

• expanding exposure and distribution of our fi ne quarterly  
newsletter NUACHT ;

Update on Communications

By Scott Phelan

Cont. p.6



N
U
A
C
H
T

4 September 2011

Ph
ot

o:
  J

oh
n 

G
ilr

oy

All were fascinated as we watched a 30-minute, colourful 
extravaganza of lights with Italy taking centre stage in the 
international fireworks competition. The synchronized music 
from La Ronde enhanced the visual pleasure even more so. How 
fabulous that we got to see the best of the best as Italy ended up 
winning the Jupiter gold prize for the best fireworks display. 

By Sandy McDonaugh and Lynda Premerl

There is no better way to conclude a busy Wednesday in 
Montreal!

 
Namely, a memorable evening cruise along the St. Lawrence 
with good friends and family, Irish music playing in the 
background, and watching the sun set over a truly beautiful 
city!

The first-ever combined – St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal 
(SPS) and Irish Protestant Benevolent Society (IPBS) – evening 
cocktail cruise was held on July 13, 2011 leaving from Quai 
99 in Old Longueuil, heading east along the river to the 
Boucherville Islands and back, onboard the Navark V, a 60-
foot catamaran. The weather was delightfully hot and sunny 
but with an accompanying breeze once we set sail. 

The magic began the moment we stepped aboard and everyone 
was welcomed by the Steering Crew of Eddy Brennan, Lynda 
Premerl, Sandy and John McDonaugh and the SPS rep, Todd 
Lunt. Unfortunately,  event committee memberKaren Bright 
was unable to attend as she was 9,050 kms away in Bali!

The evening opened with complimentary cocktails as Lynda 
and Sandy made introductions. Eddy was soon entertaining 
the crowd by featuring part one of three generous “prix de 
presence” draws. Special thanks to our sponsors, Bramble 
House, DKD Group, the Irish Embassy Pub & Grill, Montreal 
Amateur Athletic Club, Tony the Tailor, Tony Shoes, St. 
Patrick’s Society of Montreal, Cine Gael and Innisfail Social 
& Sports Club of Montreal.  

Our sister societies were well represented with all five presidents 
aboard.  Mike Kennedy (UIS), Tim Furlong ( Erin Sports), Ann 
Broden (Innisfail Social & Sports Club) and, of course, SPS’s 
Patrick Shea and Tony Wait of IPBS.  

Lots of camaraderie and laughter ensued as members of both  
St. Patrick’s Society and the IPBS mingled and got to know 
each other a bit better. Everyone had a chance to let his/her 
hair down and dance to lively music as the skyline gracefully 
drifted by.  

Summer cruise a great opportunity for SPS and sister 
society, IPBS, to get to know each other better

On our return trip to Quai 99, our three Irish divas, Kathleen 
McAuliffe, Carol McCormick and Beverly McGuire, completed 
the evening nicely by singing a lively Irish tune with the audience 
joining in with the chorus.    

Three and a half hours later, people were happy to set foot on dry 
land again. As is usual in the summers in Montreal, construction 
was taking place everywhere which made it a slow trek home 
for some.  

One of the crew was overheard to say that this was one of the best 
events ever. A great time was had by everyone and it was truly 
an evening to remember. 

The divas: Beverly McGuire, Carol McCormick 
and Kathleen McAuliffe

Montreal’s magnificent skyline at sunset

Fireworks courtesy of Italy
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On Friday, October 14th, St. Patrick’s Society will be 
presenting its first-ever fashion show. This event will 

be held at the largest Holiday Inn in Canada – La Plaza 
Holiday Inn Midtown Montreal, 420 Sherbrooke St. West. 
Complimentary cocktails will be served from 6:30 p.m. and 
the fashion show itself will begin at 7:30 p.m. This will be an 
important fundraiser for the Society.

Featuring fashions for the whole family, both men and women 
from the age of eight to 80, the show promises to be a fun 
evening for everyone. Two well-known Montreal media 
personalities – Lori Graham (CTV 
News) and Rob Kemp (CHOM) – will 
be the masters of ceremony.

The boutiques to be featured are: 
MEXX Canada Inc.; L’Equipeur; 
Boutique Alain Giroux for women 
(Queen Elizabeth Hotel); Boutique 
Alaya  Menswear ;  The  F rench 
Connection; Tony’s Shoes - Greene 
Ave; and Carol Faucher Artisanat for 
Jewelry. 

“Early bird” t ickets  are $65 if 
purchased before September 30th. 
After that date, tickets are $75 for 
adults and $35 for students. Included 
in the price is a ticket for the St. 
Patrick’s Society Christmas Concert 
to be held on December 1st at St. Patrick’s Basilica (see 
programme details below). 

Table sponsorships are also available: $600 for a table of ten; 
$300 for a table of five. An income tax receipt covering part 
of the ticket price will be given. Valet parking is available 
for $10. 

In addition to door prizes that will be offered by the 
participating boutiques, a “Special Draw” will take place with 
the draw being held at 9:30 p.m. that evening. Seven wonderful 
prizes are available: 

1st prize – two nights at Quebec City’s Holiday Inn Express 
with transportation by VIA Rail ($750); 

2nd prize – two nights at La Venise Verte, Knowlton ($230);

3rd prize – fl oral arrangement by Westmount Florist ($200);

4th prize – one night at La Plaza Holiday Inn, Montreal 
($160);

La Société St. Patrick de Montréal
St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal

BILLET ANTICIPÉ / EARLY BIRD :
jusqu’au / until 15 septembre 2011 :  65$

Du 16 septembre au 14 octobre / 
from September 16 to October 14, 2011 : 75$
(inclus : billet pour le concert de Noël / Christmas concert ticket included)
(reçu d’impôt partiel / partial income tax receipt)

Billet étudiant / student ticket : 35$
Stationnement valet / valet parking : 10$ avec billet éstampé

BOUTIQUES EN VEDETTE - FEATURING :
Boutique Alain Giroux . Boutique Alaya 
The French Connection . L’Équipeur . MEXX Canada Inc. 
Chaussures TONY Shoes . Artisanat de Bijoux – Carole Faucher

MAÎTRES DE CÉRÉMONIE - MASTERS OF CEREMONY :
Lori Graham (CTV News) and Rob Kemp (CHOM)

Le 14 octobre 2011 de 18h30 à 21h30
La Plaza Holiday Inn Midtown Montreal
420, rue Sherbrooke Ouest, Montréal

DÉFILÉ DE MODE D’AUTOMNE
POUR LA FAMILLE ET COCKTAILS

FALL FAMILY FASHION SHOW
& COCKTAILS

TIRAGE SPÉCIAL
SPECIAL DRAW

TÉLÉPHONE : (514) 481-1346 OU (514) 386-8082                 WWW.SPSMTL.COM

- Via Rail
- Holiday Inn Express – Que. City
- Holiday Inn Midtown Mtl.
- La Venise Verte

- Fleuriste Westmount
- Traiteur M.A.D.
- Centre de Ski Vallée Bleue
- Restaurant Modavie

Fall family fashion show a fi rst for St. Patrick’s Society

SPS Christmas Concert

St. Patrick’s Basilica, 7:30 pm.

Our Christmas programme includes: 
St. Gabriel’s Parish Choir, Director Terry Clahane;
Bernadette Short Dancers; 
Sheldon Kagan International – Instrumentalists and 
Vocalist;
The Black Watch (Royal Highland Regiment) of 
Canada Pipes & Drums.

Tickets will be $18.00 prior to December 1st and 
$20.00 at the door

A wine and cheese reception following the Christmas 
Concert will be included for patron ticket holders. 
Patron tickets are $100 for two or $85.00 for two if 
you attend the Fashion Show.

For all information or purchase of tickets please see 
our website at:
www.spsmtl.com or telephone: (514) 481-1346 
– (514) 386-8082

Save the Date

5th prize – dinner for two at home by M.A.D. catering 
($150);

6th prize – one day of skiing for four adults at Val David, 
Vallée Bleu Ski Centre ($130);

7th prize – dinner for two at Restaurant Modavie, Old 
Montreal ($100).

Special draw ticket prices are: 
one ticket = $5.00
four tickets = $15.00 
six tickets = $20.00

Tickets  for this special draw are available 
from the SPS offi ce (514) 481-1346.

In case you are wondering who will be 
modelling these fall fashions, let me put 
you out of your misery. Most of the  models 
will be members of St. Patrick’s Society 
including directors and our younger, Ógra 
members.

Tell your friends and plan to support this 
Society fundraiser.
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After a few days of walking the tourist trail and getting a 
creak in my neck from constantly glaring upwards in awe at 
the breathtaking skyscrapers, I went about the mundane task 
of getting ‘set up.’ I opened a bank account and got my SIN 
number within hours of each other, offi cially allowing me to 
work in the country for the duration of my visa. I then set my 
sights on buying a phone which ironically proved the most 
diffi cult. I fell in with good company from very early on, joining 
the Montreal Irish Rugby Football Club. One of my fi rst social 
experiences of Montreal was with them playing ‘pub golf,’ 
which was a very successful night as I got to experience lots 
of the local pubs scattered around downtown as, needless to 
say, many were visited. 

In June word started to spread about the famous Jazz Festival 
which I was incredibly excited about. It is a two-week affair 
that sees artistes from all over the world perform in various 
indoor and outdoor venues across the city. It surpassed my 
expectations. Night after night, I walked among thousands 
through the festival sampling the local food and drinks, all 
while listening to quality performers late into the evening. One 
thing to note about Montreal is the constant lineup of events 
scattered through the summer months; once the curtain falls on 
one festival another is just around the corner waiting to begin. 
Boredom almost becomes a taboo word in the summer months 
as idleness is virtually impossible.

With all the events that marked the calendar, I could almost 
forget the fact that I was still unemployed … almost. I started 
applying for jobs a few weeks into my stay, naively telling 
myself that I needed a holiday before I started in to the working 
world again. If I had known exactly how long that ‘holiday 
period’ would last I would have started applying straight away. 
It became increasingly apparent that my lack of French was 
going to be a major stumbling block in my job hunt. With 
every job applied for and the lack of replies received, my 
spirits were at an all-time low. Even my application for French 
Lessons supplied by the Quebec government was refused as 
you only become eligible when you are employed, which for 
myself was quite the double-edged sword. I also failed to get 
a job in the service industry which was my back-up plan as 

my French again wasn’t up to par. I then became aware of the 
Irish Chamber of Commerce which is an organization set up by 
members of the Irish community who have lived in Montreal for 
many years to help new immigrants fi nd their feet. It was a breath 
of fresh air being able to talk to people willing to help in any way 
they can without the uncomfortable interview-style conversations 
as in most cases all is discussed over a friendly pint. I was given 
invaluable information about the city that all the travel guides 
in the world couldn’t portray. In truth Montreal is an entirely 
bilingual city. I made the mistake of thinking that it was an even 
50/50 divide and I would simply fi nd a job in the Anglophone area 
but of course that is not the case. To be frank, French is spoken 
here fi rst and foremost and English is a secondary asset.

The province of Quebec is truly an amazing place. I recently 
visited picturesque Quebec City whose beauty and elegance 
radiates throughout the streets and whose charm could devour you 
in a few short hours. I also took a wine tour around the Eastern 
Townships visiting many vineyards, swimming in Lake Brome 
and camping in the middle of the woods a mere two miles from 
the US border. I am very aware that every province and indeed 
city has its own charms and characteristics, but I fi nd it very hard 
to believe that any would trump that of Montreal. It is entirely 
unique in the sense that it grasps so tightly its French heritage 
as it is so deeply rooted in everyday life but still welcomes new 
arrivals like myself with open arms. From the bustling downtown 
and laid-back plateau to the ambiance and sophistication of the 
Old Port, it has something for people from all walks of life. 

That being said, never in such a short space of time have I 
experienced such a vast range of emotions from infi nite highs 
to dampening lows and everything in between. While I recently 
got a job with a local Tim Hortons and although it’s not exactly 
my dream job, it does give me the opportunity to improve my 
French, which can only help me as I continue to broaden my 
horizons . With all this considered I have found myself returning 
to the same question over and over again in my mind; given the 
chance with the information I have now would I do it all over 
again? The same answer resounds fi rmly time after time...........
most defi nitely, in a heartbeat. 

Immigrant’s view (cont.)

• continuing with our Society’s lead role in the support 
and evolution of The Irish Radio Show with host Amber 
Lebrun, now a podcast hosted on CJAD’s website;

• overhauling and updating of our Facebook page;
• increased supporting role for new events such as the 

upcoming Fashion Show October 14th as well as our 
traditional annual events.

The role of the Committee is to also ensure that all of our 
media are on the same page and refl ect the goals of our Society 
as identifi ed by The Strategic Plan, completed and approved 
in 2009. We all look forward to another exciting and even 
more successful year ahead and would appreciate any and all 
feedback about our efforts.

Communciations (cont.)

Kevin Michael Keough has generously donated to the 
Society a copy of a self-published private family 

document, Devlin Ancestors. This 166-page book contains 
fascinating accounts of several of Keough’s forebears. There is 
a great deal written about Lt. Col. Bernard Devlin, QC,KC,MP 
who was the longest-serving president of SPS during the 
1860s and 1870s and his association with D’Arcy McGee. In 
fact he ran against McGee as a Liberal candidate in the 1867 
election in Montreal West. Devlin lost that race. In addition, 
Devlin’s son, Dr. Frank Devlin, served as president in 1904 and 
Keough’s uncle, Patrick Wickham was also a past president 
of the Society. This well-illustrated document is worth a 
read. Please contact SPS’s resident historian, Peter Shea at 
sheatech@videotron.ca  if you would like to borrow it.

History of the Devlin family now available
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The second annual Irish Family and Sports Day took place on 
Sunday, August 14, 2011 on the grounds of the Montreal Irish 

Rugby Football Club in St. Julie, a short drive from downtown 
Montreal. Despite the dark skies, thunder and lightning in the 
distance during most of the event, the weather held out and 
provided a hot and dry day for the many festivities. Free shuttle 
buses, a new feature this year, transported many people to and from 
the venue from both the Loyola campus and Crescent Street.

St. Patrick’s Society would like to extend sincerest 
condolences to Marilyn Meikle Rochford and her family 

on the death of her father on June 21st. Marilyn is the new 
chairperson responsible for the Society’s Ball. Raymond 
Meikle (1926-2011) died peacefully and with self-assurance 
at the Jewish General Hospital. He leaves behind his wife of 
57 years Irene, daughter Marilyn and husband Kevin, and 
granddaughters Katie and Julia.

The Society also wishes to offer sympathy to the family of 
Kenneth McKenna who died on September 5th in Ottawa. A 
former member, Kenneth was the president of St. Patrick’s 
Society from 1965-1967.

In Memoriam

Sun shines on second annual Irish Family Day

The day featured fun for the many attendees of all ages. A large, 
infl atable bouncy castle and giant infl atable soccer ball kept smiles 
on the faces of dozens of children for hours, in addition to a number 
of races, other games and face painting, all organized by the Girl 
Guides and by some of the 2011 Montreal St. Patrick’s Parade 
princesses. The Point St. Charles Theatre Troupe put on a highly 
entertaining skit. And there were drinks, food, and numerous 
great raffl e prizes for all.

This event featured some new traditions as well. A mashed potatoes 
eating contest attracted numerous hungry participants. The Montreal 
Gaelic Athletic Association demonstrated the fi ner points of hurling 
and organized a contest to determine who could hit a hurling 

ball the farthest (and 
the second-place 
finisher was none 
other than Society 
president and hurling 
rookie Patrick Shea). 
And there  were 
tug-of-war battles, 
including a fi nal, epic 
showdown between 
St. Patrick’s Society 
a nd  t he  Un i t e d 
Irish Societies. The 
U IS had  i ssued 
the chal lenge to 
us, and because no 
one was checking 
membership cards 
they recruited most of the GAA members present to participate 
on their side of the rope. But St. Patrick’s Society was more than 
up to the challenge, and its team of Society members and their 
friends and family (aged 5 to 68) walked away as tug-of-war 
champions!

Live Music was provided by a guest piper from the Montreal 
Pipes and Drums band and contemporary and traditional tunes 
were played througout the day courtesy of the CJAD Irish Radio 
Show, as well.  The station’s Amber LeBrun did a great job as 
Em Cee.  We were also entertained by  the music and dancing of 
some of the members of Bernadette Short’s Dancing School. 

The second annual Irish Family and Sports Day was jointly 
organized by St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal, the Montreal 
Irish Rugby Football Club, the Montreal Gaelic Athletic 
Association, the United Irish Societies, Erin Sports Association 
and the Ireland-Canada Chamber of Commerce. The event 
was a smashing success due to the hard work of the members 
of the organizing committee, led by the Society’s own, Karen 
Bright, as well as due to the great collaboration by these many 
Montreal Irish organizations.
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Enjoying the bouncy castle!

Sadly, the Society mourns the loss of Mary Loretta O’Neill 
Fogarty, wife of Andrew Fogarty who is an active member 
and former president (1983-1985) of St. Patrick’s Society. 
Mary was married to Andrew for over 63 years. She also 
leaves behind her daughter Loretta and sons Neill and 
Stephen. 

And a belated offer of sympathy is extended to Society 
board member, Karen Bright, and her family. Karen’s 
father, William P. Hodges, passed away on March 30th of 
this year.

Lots of fun for the youngest members of the Irish community
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As many of you know, I have been working on an oral 
history of Irish-born Montrealers for the last couple of 

years. So far I have conducted 30 in-depth interviews with a 
wide range of Irish-born men and women from diverse regions 
in Ireland who have come to Montreal from the 1950s to the 
1990s. I plan to do at least 15 more interviews and will be 
contacting those people in the next couple of weeks. In the 
process of conducting these interviews, I have learned a lot from 
the interviewees themselves and have fi ne-tuned my questions 
in accordance with the richness and range of the stories I have 
been told. We have travelled together through the experience of 
growing up in Ireland, the family background, neighbourhood, 
education, work, politics, religion, Irish culture and landscape. 
From there, we have moved to the momentous decision to leave 
Ireland and all that followed. 

The Canadian experience is, of course, a crucial aspect of 
this project, and provides valuable insights into the courage 
required to build a new life in a new country, as well as 
the transformative power of emigration itself.  The list of 
Montreal Irish Societies is quite remarkable – 20 in all in 
the last up-date I received. Many of the people I interviewed 
were founding members of these organizations or were 
deeply involved in the running of them. All my interviewees 
combined a love of Ireland and Irish culture with a love of 
Montreal and, for the most part, were deeply integrated into 
the Montreal/Quebec/Canadian experience. And, again, for 
the most part, that experience has been a transformative 
one, in the most positive sense of that term. 

I was lucky when I started this project, that a Centre for 
Oral History and Digital Storytelling had been established 
at Concordia University, and so I was able to become an 
affiliate member of the Centre. I benefited (and continue 
to benefit) greatly from the encouragement of Dr. Steven 
High, the Director of the Centre, as well as from the on-
going oral history workshops and the ever-helpful staff at 
the Centre. Once I have completed all the interviews on 
my list, the taped interviews will be put into a database at 
Concordia’s Oral History Centre and, with the permission 
of the interviewees, they will be available for research 
purposes to people and institutions interested in the Irish 
emigrant/immigrant experience and the history of the Irish 
diaspora. I am also hoping to publish a selection of these 
interviews in book form. 

I am very fortunate to have received grants from St. 
Patrick’s Society, and from the Irish government, to use 
towards having these interviews transcribed, and have found 
in Lauren Ramsay (a student of Oral history at Concordia 
University) an excellent person to do this transcription 
work. It’s a slow process (it can take up to eight hours of 

An oral history of Irish-born Montrealers 
– a progress report.

transcription for every hour of tape), but necessarily so if the 
orality (the tone, voice, scope and emotion) of the interview 
is to be faithfully recorded.

Fifty interviews cannot tell the whole story of Irish-born 
Montrealers in the period encompassed by my project, but 
it is a good start, and I sincerely hope that other researchers 
in the area of Irish diaspora studies continue this work. 
Many Irish people have come to Montreal in the more recent 
period - outside my cohort. In the last year especially, with 
the collapse of the Irish economy, we have seen a massive 
wave of Irish emigrants/immigrants to Montreal, Toronto 
and Canada generally. Theirs will be another story that will 
need to be told.

In conclusion, I would like to ask everyone who reads this 
to contact me if they would like to participate in this project, 
or if they know anyone they think would be interested in 
participating, or someone they feel I should make sure to 
contact. I can be reached by phone: 514-846-2493 or by email: 
shearwater1@yahoo.com. And to those who have participated 
in the project up to this point, thank you so much for sharing 
your stories with me. I will be the last to be interviewed for 
this project and I look forward to the experience.

By Dana Hearne

The Irish Immigrant Integration Initiative holds its 
second integration and networking event at Hurley’s 

Irish Pub on September 29th at 7 p.m. The purpose of 
the evening is to  help  new Irish meet the Montreal 
Irish community and network with potential employers. 
Remember it’s not easy moving to a new country and these 
young people need your help and advice.

This is an open event and it is free. Hurley’s will be serving 
complimentary canapés. The February event attracted 
almost 200 participants so it will be important to reserve 
in advance. Send an e-mail to integrationevent@gmail.
com to reserve your place.

The Irish Immigrant Integration Initiative is an initiative 
of St. Patrick’s Society and is sponsored by the Irish 
Government through the Department of Foreign Affairs.

Welcome the new Irish 
on September 29th
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By Neil McKenty

Since the last issue of NUACHT, relations between the Catholic 
government of Ireland and the Vatican have cratered.

The occasion for this astonishing development was the findings 
of a judicial commission into child sexual abuse in the diocese 
of Cloyne. The commission found that the diocese had refused to 
implement  child-protection norms agreed to by the Irish bishops’ 
conference and had failed to report allegations against clerics to 
the police as recently as three years ago.

The commission also found that Bishop John Magee – previously 
a private secretary to three popes – showed “little or no interest” 
in child protection for more than a decade after such procedures 
were agreed on by the members of the Irish hierarchy. (Bishop 
Magee resigned earlier under pressure from his fellow bishops.)

But what really infuriated Prime Minister Enda Kenny and his 
government was the intervention of the Vatican into Ireland’s 
internal affairs. The commission criticized the Vatican’s 
interference in the Irish sex abuse crisis, pointing to a letter from 
the apostolic nuncio to Ireland to the Irish bishops telling them 
the Vatican would not approve the guidelines they had agreed 
to in 1996 because the Congregation for Clergy found that the 
guidelines did not conform to canon law.

In other words, according to the Vatican, church law trumped civil 
law in Ireland when it came to sex abuse.

Prime Minister Kenny  addressed the Dail (the Irish parliament) on 
these issues. In an address probably without parallel anywhere in 
the world from such a senior figure, Kenny accused the Vatican of 
adopting “a calculated” position on abuse in the wake of the Cloyne 
Report that accused the Holy See of being “entirely unhelpful” to 
Irish bishops trying to deal with the abuse. 

He said the Cloyne Report “exposes an attempt by the Holy See 
to frustrate an inquiry in a sovereign democratic republic as 
little as three years ago. And in doing so, the Report excavates 
the dysfunction, disconnection, elitism and the narcissism that 
dominates the culture of the Vatican to this day.”

The reaction to these blistering comments was swift. The 
Vatican summoned its nuncio home for “consultations.” The Irish 
government demanded Rome respond to the Cloyne Report and 
did not replace its retiring ambassador to the Holy See.

Even Irish Catholics were generally supportive of their prime 
minister’s philipic. Dublin’s Archbishop Diarmuid Martin said he 
was “impressed by the emotion” of Kenny’s speech. Yet Martin, 
who has won widespread praise for his forthright leadership on 
the sex scandal issue, also laid bare divisions among members of 
the Irish hierarchy: “What do you do when you’ve got systems in 
place and somebody ignores them? What do you do when groups, 

either in the Vatican or in Ireland .... try to undermine what 
is being done and simply refuse to understand what is being 
done?”

The overwhelming positive reaction to Kenny’s speech shows 
just how frustrated Irish Catholics have become with the 
church. Mass attendance is still high by Western European 
standards (a recent survey found some 43 percent of Irish 
Catholics attend Mass weekly), but attendance at Mass 
certainly does not imply an uncritical approach to the church, 
especially in the field of child abuse. 

This is a remarkable turnaround on Ireland’s traditionally close 
ties with Rome. Consider that in 1948 the newly elected Prime 
Minister John A. Costello chose as his first act of governance 
to transmit the following telegram to Pope Pius XII.

“My fellow ministers and I seek to repose at the feet 
of Your Holiness the assurance of our filial loyalty and 
our devotion to Your August Person, as well as our firm 
resolve to be guided in all our work by the teaching of 
Christ and to strive for the attainment of social order in 
Ireland based on Christian principles.”

Now the shoe is on the other foot. The Irish government is no 
longer bowing to Rome. Now the government demands that 
Rome explain its intervention into Irish domestic affairs. The 
explanation came at the beginning of September in an eleven-
thousand-word document from the Holy See which argued that 
much of the Irish government’s criticism was “unfounded.”

The Vatican’s response was viewed by many in Ireland as too 
technical and legalistic. This was summed up in an editorial in 
the Irish Times: “It is hard to avoid the sense that the Vatican 
is still more concerned with avoiding any admission of legal 
responsibility than with the anger, confusion and sadness of 
the faithful. To a moral and spiritual crisis, it has given only a 
bureaucratic, self-serving and legalistic response.”

So how will this crisis in the relationship between Dublin and 
Rome affect the future of the Irish church? Perhaps an article 
in the National Catholic Reporter points the way: “Any road to 
recovery for the church in Ireland will be as long as it is rocky. 
... Rome has promised that it will publish the long-awaited 
report on the apostolic visitation to the country in 2012. The 
report, bishops say, will chart the future of Catholicism in the 
isle once revered as the ‘Land of Saints and Scholars’.”

Only time will tell whether the church in Ireland will collapse 
like the church in Quebec.

Relations between Irish government and the Vatican strained



N
U
A
C
H
T

10  September 2011

In 2012, Cine Gael Montreal will launch its 20th season of 
providing Montreal with first-class Irish cinema without one 

of its stalwart founding members, Patrick Joseph Vallely, whose 
guidance and contributions enriched each year of programming 
and helped to build a pillar of Irish culture in Montreal.

Patrick was a deeply loved husband, father, zayda (grandfather) 
and friend whose life inspired countless others to live 
artistically, and authentically. His life was defined by its 
immense creative spirit; music, literature, poetry, fine arts, and 
film were, for Patrick, as essential as air and water. 

He combined his love of his native Ireland – and its myriad 
creative outpourings, with his background in film, and his 
passion for the Arts when, in 1992, he co-founded (with Lynn 
Doyle) Ciné Gael Montréal

In January 2011, Patrick was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer 
and succumbed to its predation just nine weeks later. His 
absence has stunned those who knew him, and leaves a vacuum 
that words can never communicate. 

The committee of Cine Gael Montreal, along with the Vallely 
family, wishes to honour Patrick in a way that best reflects his 
life. The creation of an Irish Studies scholarship in his name 
at Concordia University would nicely encapsulate both his 
academic and artistic interests. In particular, it would capture 
his special love for Irish Film, and his celebration of the human 
creative spirit more generally. Furthermore, an Irish (Film) 
Studies scholarship to support young students who have the 
courage to pursue an artistic career would have made him 
immensely proud. 

The creation of a permanent endowed scholarship requires 
a minimum of $10,000 which would generate an annual 
scholarship of $500. We would prefer this scholarship fund to 
reach $20,000 which would generate an annual scholarship of 
$1,000. A scholarship based on a permanent fund means that 
whatever amount an individual donates continues to reap benefits 
indefinitely, since the capital is not spent and the scholarship is 
provided by the interest. Other scholarships might just use up the 
donations and then come to an end.

Because of this substantial financial requirement, we realize that 
the establishment of the Patrick Vallely Irish Studies Scholarship 
will not materialize overnight, but rather will require a sustained 
fund-raising effort on our part. 

Seeking funds on behalf of Patrick Vallely seems in many ways 
incongruous with a life that was lived in conscious opposition 
to materialism. If there were another non-monetary way of 
establishing this scholarship, we would have already unhesitatingly 
embraced it. Therefore it is in the spirit of humility and gratitude 
that we are making appeals for donations (of any size) to all who 
see merit in this project, and who are capable of giving.

Donations of $20 (and over) made to the Canadian Irish Studies 
Foundation will receive a tax receipt. Please specify that your 
donation is for ‘The Patrick Vallely Scholarship in Irish Studies.’ 
We will keep a running tab on the amounts received and provide 
updates. The donations can be sent to:

CISF (Canadian Irish Studies Foundation), 
c/o  Michael Kenneally
Principal, School of Canadian Irish Studies,
Concordia University, Hall Building, 1001-11
1455 De Maisonneuve Blvd. West
Montreal, QC H3G 1M8.

 Patrick Joseph Vallely Scholarship in Irish Studies to be 
established

By Dana Hearne

Last  February the Irish community said a sad farewell to a 
great man. named Michael J. (Mike) McEntee. A huge crowd 

filled Our Lady of Fatima Church, where Mr. McEntee’s son, 
Michael, a high-ranking Canadian naval officer, lightened the  
ambience, as  he spoke. His words were sweet and courageous 
as he walked the congregation down memory lane, reflecting 
precious memories of his dad’s legacy. Mike  married his beautiful 
colleen, Catherine, in Ireland on St. Valentine’s day 1957. They 
emigrated to Montreal in 1960 and raised four children. At the 
end of the mass, a lovely touch was added to  Mike’s last journey 
when the  coffin was  draped  proudly and honourably in both the 
Canadian and the Irish flags. His widow, Catherine McEntee and 
her grieving family walked behind.
                             

By Jim McDermott

 Remembering  Michael J. (Mike) McEntee

Cont. p.11
Fr. Tom McEntee and Mike McEntee (not related) 

at Hurley’s Pub in the 1990s
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For twenty years Siamsa, Scoil Cheolta Éireann, has been the 
cultural centre for the teaching of traditional music within 

the Montreal community. The school provides courses in fi ddle, 
fl ute, tin whistle, bodhrán, guitar, mandolin, accordion, harp, 
song, dance and drama. In addition, there are monthly céilís and 
weekly sessions. 

Listening, learning and sharing are at the heart of a process that 
allows anyone with an interest in traditional Irish culture to take up 
an instrument, sing a song, dance or tell a story. It is a rewarding 
experience that is as much about individual achievement as it is 
about opening horizons into a unique social community.

Siamsa: for the love of music, song, dance and stories

Many of the school’s students start off by saying “if only….” and 
fi nd out very quickly that they have the potential to succeed. It is 
a process that can start at anytime in life and the benefi ts add to 
a wonderful feeling of well-being.

The school is a non-profi t organization with a mission to 
develop among the general public an appreciation for Irish 
culture, promote the Irish cultural tradition and foster 
camaraderie among members. Courses are held on Thursday 
evenings from September until May at the Marianopolis 
CEGEP. A weekly session takes place at Hurley’s pub on 
Monday evenings starting at 8:00 p.m.  Céilís run monthly at 
the NDG Legion on Addington and de Maisonneuve. Dance 
music is provided by the school’s céilí band. The drama class 
and Siamsa singers have special public presentations at least 
twice a year.  

More information is available on the school’s website: www.
siamsa.org or by sending an e-mail to info@siamsa.org.

If you have ever considered the possibility of getting involved 
with traditional music, Siamsa through its teachers, students 
and members, can offer you that opportunity.  

By Denis Martin

Siamsa recital: (l. to r.) Marie-Claire Saindon, Donna-
Marie Sullivan, Shaun Lynch and Shaun Noonan

Siamsa céilí: (l. to r.) Thomas Brenneur, Emily Andrews 
and Steve Jones
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Mike McEntee had the gifted voice of a tenor and his unique 
rendition of “The Fields of Athenry” was usually requested and 
he always obliged; everywhere he went he was called upon to 
sing. It didn’t matter whether it was church requiems, or an Irish 
pub wake or a club or a church-basement hall dance, his sweet  
voice  soared and  echoed everywhere in our city. He was also 
a very studious man who could quote Shakespeare or Joyce, or 
Hemmingway all in one breath. Mike had the heart of a poet and 
he also had a great passion for the Gaelic language. It  was a 
privilege to have enjoyed his friendship.
                                                                                                                                             
There is a lovely and very fi tting little cemetery, behind an 
old  church named “Saint-Laurent” in Ville St. Laurent where 
Mike is buried. His grave is located on the south east corner of 
the cemetery. There is a beautiful Celtic cross inscribed on his 
headstone. Come by and visit him where you  can just say a hello 
or whisper a wee prayer, or maybe hum a little song.  And, just 
like the lyrics of that old song “It’s so lonely round the fi elds of 
Athenry,”  Slán … Mike. The Irish of Montreal will never forget 
you.

Remembering (cont.)

Please note the following dates in your agendas. 
As of this time, there are no specifi c details on 

which movies have been scheduled. However, you 
can be sure that the line-up will be as entertaining 
as ever.

January 27th

February 3rd 
February 17th

March 2nd

March 30th

April 13th

May 3rd

Cine Gael’s ‘tentative’ 
dates for 2012 season
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By Mark Gallagher

Given that the rugby world cup is starting this month in 
New Zealand and the fact that Canada has qualifi ed, it is 

expected that rugby will feature much more prominently this 
year on the sporting scene with widespread media coverage. 
TSN has secured the rights for the 2011 Rugby World Cup 
and will be showing all of the games live and exclusively. You 
can of course also check out the local rugby scene fi rst hand 
in Montreal, which is a thriving and competitive sporting 
environment and one of the top teams is proudly known as the 
Montreal Irish RFC (MIRFC).

The Montreal Irish are building upon the success of 2010, when 
they took all three men’s senior teams to fi nals and took away 
two Championship titles. So far in 2011 they are maintaining 
this excellent form, and as the last game of the regular season 
approaches - all three teams are currently sitting in the top 
spot of their respective divisions. Impressively, the Premier 
and Premier reserve teams are undefeated this year and the 
pressure is on to deliver again come grand fi nals.

Having secured at least a top-two spot in the league, the ‘Irish’ 
had the advantage of a bye in the quarter fi nals, progressing 
automatically to the semi-fi nal stages. The Montreal Irish, as 
always, would really appreciate a strong showing of support 
as they take the fi eld against a strong opposition and no 
doubt travelling fan base. Says Mark Gallagher, president of 
the MIRFC: “The Irish support is, bar none, the best in the 
province and when we get a good home crowd at St Julie, we 
really lift our game and go all out to put on a great display of 

rugby for our supporters and get the win. I’d ask that everyone 
who enjoys rugby, to come along and support the boys in green 
– it’s always very much appreciated and a guaranteed good time 
for our supporters”

Given that the Irish home grounds are probably the best rugby 
grounds in Quebec, the Montreal Irish are also pleased to 
announce that they have been awarded the Provincial Finals again 
this year. “I think we put on a great competition last year with 
about 1,000 supporters in attendance at the Final. We’re thrilled 
to be able to host the men’s fi nals again this year and hope to be 
there ourselves with all three teams working on bringing home 
the silverware,” says Ian Baillie, head coach.

On Saturday, 24th September, the MIRFC will host the Quebec 
Provincial Senior Men’s Rugby Finals, when two fi nalists from 
all eight divisions will compete for the title of Champions of their 
division. The festivities will get under way at around 10:30 a.m. 
with the premiership fi nal slated to KO at 4 p.m. As always there 
will be food and refreshments available for supporters at both the 
semi-fi nals and fi nals and parking and entry is as always free.

Directions and more information can be found on the Montreal 
Irish website www.montrealirish.com. If anyone is interested in 
playing rugby at any level, please contact club president, Mark 
Gallagher for more information mjdgallagher@hotmail.com
.The Montreal Irish have three men’s teams, two women’s teams 
and a junior programme and all levels are welcome, including 
beginners. 

Montreal Irish Football Club reaches fi nals again

The members of Tara Golf Club have been enjoying a wonderful 
summer of golf. We got off to a slow start when our fi rst 

tournament, scheduled for May 28th in Valleyfi eld, was rained 
out. However, the weather has since cooperated. The Valleyfi eld 
tournament was re-scheduled for Sunday, July 31st which turned 
out to be a beautiful sunny day. It seems impossible to believe that 
the summer has gone by so quickly. Our season is coming to a 
close on October 1st at Caughnawaga Golf Club. The highlight of 
this, our 50th anniversary, was a party onboard the Bateau Mouche 
on Friday, August 5th. Mother Nature offered us a perfect summer 
evening. Looking at the Montreal skyline from the St. Lawrence 
River was a treat for most of us but the addition of a lovely sunset 
was the icing on the cake. 

As our 50th year comes to an end, we hope that our Tara Golf 
Club will continue for many more years. We get together once a 
month to enjoy a game of golf at various golf courses but much 
more than that, we value the camaraderie and friendships we 
have developed over the years. We are 70+ members, and some 
of us are 70+. In keeping with Irish hospitality, we welcome new 
members and you do not need to be Irish to become one of us. 
Céad mile fáilte!

By Diane Liben

Tara Golf Club’s 50th year celebrated in style

members and you do not need to be Irish to become one of us. 

Sitting beside Tara member, Edith Hammelbeck, (far 
right) are two former Tara members, Pat O’Shea (on 

left) and Carole Vezina (middle) who came out to 
help Tara celebrate its 50th anniversary.
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Pamela Cotter,  BA (First 
Class Honours) in Irish 
Music and Dance from 
the University of Limerick, 
has recently completed her 
MA in Ethnomusicology at 
University College Cork.  

We congratulate her 
on her achievements 
and welcome another 
account of her continuing 
adventures in Ireland.

Pam Cotter takes a break from her studies
By Pam Cotter
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Conal O’Kane, Andrea Hill and Pam shiver somewhat on the 

Cliffs of Moher

It is quite exciting to think that by the time this issue is released, I 
will have completed the Master of Arts in Ethnomusicology. That 

still seems years away, considering I am currently in the process 
of editing thirty thousand words. Since July, my summer has been 
rather uneventful and involved mostly last-minute fieldwork and 
writing. However, before my hermit writing lifestyle began, the 
months of May and June were filled with most-welcomed visitors 
and exciting trips around the country.  

To kick off the summer, I was asked to perform in one of the BA 
student’s final year performance. A traditional guitarist chose to 
incorporate his love of swing into an arrangement of polkas and 
barn dances, and asked me to tap dance for the opening number. 
It was exciting to return to my Alma Mater and simply an honour 
to be involved in the performance. It was especially nice to take 
a break from writing and turn my sights on tap dancing once 
again. Unexpectedly, the final performances also ended up being 
the catalyst for a reunion of friends from my graduating class. 
Musicians and dancers from all over the country and the USA 
gathered in Limerick exactly one year after our own performances. 
It was a great occasion to catch up with everyone, especially since 
we were no longer under exam pressures like the year before! 

Aside from the countryside, 
food, and music, my friends 
also got into the excitement 
of an Irish rugby match. I 
was asked to perform during 
the pre-match performance of 
the Magners League Grand 
Final in Thomond Park. We 
may not have made it to 
the Giant’s Causeway that 
weekend, but the Canadians 
got to experience a time-
honoured Irish pastime. As 
for me, the thrill of dancing 
in front of 25,000 fans was 
unbelievable and only made 
better by Munster ’s win 
against Leinster, 19-9!   

Now that my visitors have gone and my apartment is peacefully 
quiet, I am in the final stages of writing and looking forward to 
future projects. I must admit, however, that I still find time to 
come up for air from my thesis to perform at occasional events. 
Just last night I danced in the ‘Old Time Irish Radio Show’ in 
Limerick city—a radio-themed show featuring music, dance, 
and comical theatre. While I was hired as the show’s dancer, 
I was also given three whole lines to deliver… I just hope my 
Canadian accent didn’t distract from the punch line!  

As for non-dance related performances, I will also be making 
my debut as ethnomusicologist this fall; I have been asked 
to present a conference paper during the European Seminar 
in Ethnomusicology in Aberdeen, Scotland. Only days after 
submitting my thesis to UCC, I will be flying over to present 
my research from last year on authenticity in the Irish music 
session. I am incredibly nervous but looking forward to joining 
the ranks of others before me. I figure as long as I am not 
heckled it will be a good day! So what is in store for the future? 
Who knows! For now I am happy to explore my graduate 
options and continue dancing as long as my legs will allow. 

Only a few days after the BA reunion dust had settled, my two 
Canadian friends mentioned in the last issue of Nuacht arrived 
for their visit. This was their first trip to Ireland so they wanted 
to soak up as much culture as possible. Even though deadlines 
were looming on my thesis, I happily set it aside and put on my 
tour-guide hat. In the first four days we managed to go dancing 
in Galway city, visit the Cliffs of Moher, have deep-fried mars 
bars in Dingle, climb the Rock of Cashel, tour UL’s campus, and 
kiss the Blarney Stone. Their trip even coincided with the Mike 
McGoldrick, John McSherry, and Donogh Hennessy gig at Dolan’s 
in Limerick city. My friends may not be ‘Trad enthusiasts’ as I 
am, but everyone’s toes were tapping that night. Conal O’Kane, Pam and Andrea Hill kick up heels on 

the beach at Dingle
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You only need to look at the Montreal city fl ag to appreciate 
the importance of the Irish community and history in our 

beautiful city.

St. Patrick Square is owned and operated by the St. Patrick 
Development Foundation as a “not-for-profit” building 
with a mandate of providing an apartment community for 
autonomous individuals, 55 and over, that they may enjoy a 
quality of life in an affordable, secure and ative environment. 
It was sponsored by the St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal with 
a start-up gift of $9,000.00 and because of its “not-for-profi t” 
status, the Development Foundation was able to acquire a 
100% CMHC mortgage 32 years ago. It should be added, that 
the St. Patrick’s Society continues to be a stalwart supporter 
and booster of the “Square.” A wonderful example of this is 
the recently announced gift of $50,000.00 over a period of fi ve 
years. This confi rms that the “Square” is a proud product of 
the Irish community.

Since St. Patrick Square is owned by the Irish community, it has 
an ongoing wealth of people to call upon for the rejuvenation 
of its directorship. It was important that we had a signifi cant 
part of our Board made up of directors from mid-career or 
later, who brought us new thinking derived from their on-going 
business experiences.

The Irish, by nature, tend to be inclusive rather than exclusive. 
They do not feel restricted to associate solely within their own 
community. They enthusiastically enjoy and welcome others to 
join them in the operation and use of the building.

Although we are a “not-for-profi t” organization, we have been 
able to raise our rents to meet our fi nancial obligations and at 
the same time, keep our rental increases comparatively low 
because of the “not-for-profi t” factor.

Because of competent in-house management and staff for most 
of our history, we have been able to update the building rather 

than just repair or “spot-fi x.” Our building management team has 
worked hard to search out various subsidies and grants to assist us 
in acquiring funds to do the necessary renovations and updating. 
Much of this work has very successfully been accomplished 
and also a number of amenities were added, giving us a much 
ameliorated St. Patrick Square.

From the beginning, the tenants of the “Square” have been a 
very active and independent group who organize their own 
activities and events through their “Recreational Association” 
using the ample facilities of the building, grounds and heated 
indoor swimming pool. The award-winning gardens provide the 
space and tranquility for the tenants to enjoy a 9-hole putting 
green, shuffl e board, individual gardens and many other outdoor 
activities.

St. Patrick Square – a proud product of the Irish community
By Erin Shannon

Erin Shannon was the very fi rst employee of the St. Patrick 
Development Foundation. She was hired 32 years ago to rent-
up the “Square.” Her claim to fame was being embraced by 
Pierre Elliott Trudeau at the opening of the Square. She is 
still active as a member of the board.
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St. Patrick Square: newly refurbished in 2010

Irish Heritage Quebec’s excursion to Grosse-Île, August 13th,  
proved to be a great success. The weather was beautiful 

with the warm August sun tempered by a good breeze. Sixty-
fi ve members and friends of Irish Heritage Quebec were in 
attendance. Both the Irish Ambassador Ray Bassett and the US 
Consul General Peter O’Donohue were present as invited guests 
of Irish Heritage Quebec. Mr. Bassett, Mr. O’Donohue and Irish 
Heritage Quebec’s president, Joe Lonergan, gave brief addresses 
from the foot of the Celtic Cross. All three touched on the themes 
of emigration, remembrance and the Great Hunger. Inevitably the 
breeze on the grass and the great weather could not completely 
banish the poignancy that lingers over the mass graves as well as 
in the fever sheds. By 4 p.m. all were back at Berthier-sur-Mer 
having honoured their ancestors, some of whom lie buried on 
the island and others who passed through to make their lives in 
a new land.

By Joe Lonergan
Sun shines on Irish Heritage Quebec’s excursion

Sixty-fi ve members and friends of Irish Heritage Quebec
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By Anne Forrest

Whereas The Law of Dreams was 
a veritable page-turner, I found 
The O’Briens to be less gripping 
as a narrative. Please don’t 
misunderstand me. I was quite 
engrossed in the family’s saga 
and certainly followed each sub-
plot with interest. Peter Behrens, 
who was raised in Montreal and 
moved to the States in his 20s, 
draws on his own family history 
in this quasi-biographical novel. 
Joe O’Brien was modeled on his 
grandfather, and Frankie was his 
real-life mother – a Westmount 
debutante and a crapshooter. 

The O’Briens
By Peter Behrens
House of Anansi Press Inc., 514 pages; $32.95

Reviewed by Anne Forrest

Five years ago, I had the pleasure of reading and reviewing 
Peter Behrens’ novel, The Law of Dreams. Shortly thereafter, 

Behrens won the Governor General’s Award for Fiction. Recently, 
when I received a copy of the long-awaited sequel, The O’Briens, 
I fully expected to pick up from where the first novel ended. Alas, 
this did not happen. Although the protagonist of The O’Briens 
was a grandson of Fergus O’Brien, the intrepid and resourceful 
hero of The Law of Dreams merited barely a mention. I am now 
left wondering what happened to Fergus after he left Boston and 
would have liked to read about his adventures as a New Mexico 
horse trader and a buffalo hunter in Rupert’s Land.

Apparently, Behrens began working on this latest novel before 
deciding to backtrack to his ancestor’s flight from famine-ridden 
Ireland. As in The Law of Dreams, travel plays a major role. 
However, unlike The Law of Dreams which covered a period of 
less than a year, the time line of The O’Briens spans nearly three 
quarters of a century from 1887 to 1960. The action begins in 
rural Quebec, moves to western Canada, then south to California 
before it settles in Montreal for the second half of the book. 
Other locations include New York City, Mexico, Maine and Nova 
Scotia. I always enjoy reading a novel with a familiar setting as 
I can picture the scenes more clearly. This one satisfied me as I 
moved around Westmount, into the Ross Pavilion and through 
the downtown core.

For the most part, characterization is well done. Joe, the oldest 
of the five O’Brien siblings, is multi-faceted although it’s hard to 
believe that at 17 he was well on his way to becoming a successful 
entrepreneur; Grattan, who plays a minor yet supporting role, is 
credible as the brother with a passion for flying and fighting; and 
Tom, known as “The Little Priest” as a child, ends up as a rather 
timid priest in New York City. Most of the women in the novel 
come across as strong individuals; Iseult, who chooses to start 
afresh in a new community after the death of her parents, later 
shows her determination by leaving Joe in Montreal and returning 
to California with her three children; her daughters Margo and 
Frankie show their strength as they brave the hardships of World 
War Two; and Elise, Grattan’s wife, is a tower as she carves out a 
career as a professional photographer. Only Joe’s younger sisters, 
Hope and Kate, virtually disappear from the novel once they enter 
the Visitations in Ottawa following the death of their mother. The 
one character who lacked substance was the colourless Krishnaji; 
I failed to see how Iseult became so infatuated with him.

Two world wars, the building of the railroads and the birth of 
aviation were featured in the novel. I now have a much clearer 
picture of what it must have been like to have been alive during 
those times. In particular, the harrowing letters written from the 
front by Joe’s son, Michael, made a great impact on me.

The O’Briens: the saga of an Irish immigrant family continues

(In my 2006 review, I mistakenly referred to Frankie as his 
grandmother.) The author himself was raised not far from the 
O’Briens’ home at 10 Skye Avenue. Disappointingly, whereas 
The Law of Dreams was steeped in things relating to the Emerald 
Isle, the Irish element in this novel is virtually non-existent. 

Despite some of my negative comments, I strongly recommend 
The O’Briens as a good read and would suggest that you put it 
on your Christmas list as a present for yourself or others. 

I’m also hoping that Peter Behrens will come up with a third 
novel and fill in the forty-year gap.

Irish Tradition soon to be launched

Carl Beaulieu’s long-awaited book will finally be launched on 
October 15th by Heritage Publishing  in the Delta Saguenay 

Hotel, Jonquière. This 600-page history book, of which more than 
fifty percent has been written in English, contains innumerable 
photographs and maps. It is a testament to over six years of 
effort and appears to be well worth the price of $60.00. A review 
of the work will appear in our November issue of NUACHT. 
At present, only the electronic proof version has been made 
available to me.

At the launch, guests of Irish origin will receive the Order of 
St. Patrick Award. The hosts at this celebration will be Larry 
Smith and Stephen Burke with special guests of honour General 
John de Chastelain and his wife, Mary Ann Laverty, together 
with Dr. Ray Bassett, the Irish Ambassador to Canada.  In 
addition,  the following guests of honour will be present: Pierre 
Monahan, a well-known corporate executive; Evan Price, a 
major entrepreneur and co-owner of the world famous Auberge 
Saint-Antoine; and Gilles Bérubé, chairman of the board and 
chief executive officer of Waskahegen Corporation, one of the 
true entrepreneurial aboriginal flagships in North America. The 
event will take place in an Irish musical setting. Prior reservations 
are requested and can be made at the following number: (418) 
698-4554.
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Susan Cahil l,  who 
r ecent ly  a r r ive d 

from Ireland, has taken 
up an appointment as 
Assistant Professor on 
the faculty of Concordia 
University’s School of 
Canadian Irish Studies. 
This is not Susan’s first 
visit to Canada; when she 
was a year old she spent 
a short time in London, 
Ontario – where her sister 
was born – and always 
wanted to return to this 
country.

the 19th Century. Her appointment is a tenure track so all going well 
with tenure, she hopes to be here for the foreseeable future.

Her first impressions of Montreal are very positive. She finds it 
to be a beautiful, vibrant and interesting city with lots of cultural 
events and festivals and is very much looking forward to exploring 
it further. She particularly enjoyed the weather this summer which 
has been quite different from what was being experienced in 
Ireland, but has been warned about the winter! However, she plans 
to embrace the cold weather and learn how to ski and skate.

An avid reader, Susan has also taken up ballet again, which she 
did when she was a child, (this is great for her posture especially 
as she spends so much time at her desk or reading a book!). The 
one thing she will miss about Ireland is swimming in the sea which 
she loved to do. However, exposure to sea swimming in Ireland 
should have prepared her for the cold winters here!

In addition to learning how to ski and skate, she also wants to 
travel and visit more of this vast and beautiful country. She’s 
already heard that the best way to explore Montreal is by bike and 
is planning to sign up for the Bixis and see more of Montreal

NUACHT welcomes Susan to Canada and hopes that her stay here 
will be a long and satisfying one.

Born in Cork, Susan grew up in Clonakilty in West Cork but 
travelled quite extensively as a child including spending three 
years in Saudi Arabia. Her father was a doctor and her mother 
is a physiotherapist, still living in Clonakilty. The eldest of four 
siblings, Susan has two sisters and a brother; one sister and 
the brother are in Ireland but her youngest sister is currently 
teaching art in a primary school in Qatar. 

After obtaining her BA in English Literature at University 
College Dublin, Susan moved to Wales to take her MA in 
Critical and Cultural Theory in Cardiff University. She later 
returned to Dublin to do her PhD in University College Dublin 
on contemporary Irish fiction. Her current research focuses on 
the literary culture of the Irish girl in the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries.

Her monograph, Irish Literature in the Celtic Tiger Years: 
Gender, Bodies, Memory, was published by Continuum this 
summer 2011 and a collection of essays on Booker prize 
winning author, Anne Enright, co-edited with Dr. Claire 
Bracken, has just been published by Irish Academic Press. She 
has also published on historical children’s literature, gender and 
the body in contemporary Irish fiction, and fairytale cinema. 

Susan always wanted to come back to Canada and when she 
saw the job in the School of Canadian Irish Studies advertised 
in her field it seemed like the perfect opportunity. She is 
absolutely delighted to be joining the School, which is gaining 
an international reputation for Irish Studies and finds it’s very 
exciting to be part of shaping the School as it grows.

There is yet another family connection to Canada. She recently 
discovered that her great-grandfather was a Canadian Mountie 
for a few years in the early-twentieth century before he returned 
to Ireland and settled there.

This fall Susan will be teaching a course on Irish Children’s 
Literature and in the winter semester plans to teach Contemporary 
Irish Women’s Writing and a course on Literature and Nation in 

Concordia welcomes a new arrival to Canadian Irish Studies
By Anne Forrest
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The Society is pleased to announce that David A. Wilson, 
professor in the Celtic Studies Programme and the 

Department of History at the University of Toronto, will be this 
year’s guest lecturer.

David Wilson has completed a two-volume biography of Thomas 
D’Arcy McGee, the brilliant Irish Canadian politician and Father 
of Confederation who was assassinated in 1868 at the age of 
forty-two.  The first volume won two major awards and received 
very positive reviews. (See below.) Volume 2, Thomas D’Arcy 
McGee: The Extreme Moderate, 1857-1868, has been described 
in an advance review as “one of the great historical biographies 
of our time.”   Professor Wilson will lecture on the relationship 
of Thomas D’Arcy McGee to the St. Patrick’s Society.
 
Here are some of the reviews his work has received:

“An outstanding work of scholarship and literature ... I doubt if 
a better study of McGee is possible.” Liam Kennedy, Queen’s 
University Belfast 

“McGee merits a proper, comprehensive biography, and this is the 
first that meets professional historical standards for objectivity and 

SPS annual lecture scheduled for 
November 17th at Concordia

By Dr. Michael Kenneally

Cont. p.17
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155th IPBS annual general meeting and dinner

The Irish Protestant Benevolent Society’s 2011 AGM and 
dinner, held at the University Club on Mansfi eld Street 

on May 24th, was well attended and convivial. President Tony 
Wait effi ciently conducted the annual meeting and he and other 
offi cers reported on activities of the year past.  Dr. J.S.S. Armour 
said grace and the highlight of the evening was a rousing talk 
by Philip E. Johnston on “William Henry Drummond – One 
Hundred Years On.”

Philip Johnston discussed Irish-born William Henry Drummond’s 
life and career in Quebec, particularly his poetry and the huge 
appeal it had during his lifetime (1854-1907) and for decades 
afterwards. Delighting the audience with recitations from some 
of Drummond’s best-known poems, including “The Wreck 
of the Julie Plante,” Johnston lamented the poet’s falling 
out of favour and rebutted the charge that his work belittled 
francophone Quebecers. Quite the contrary, Johnston argued, 
Drummond enjoyed knowing and sincerely respected many of 
“les habitants,” the term he used for rural French Canadians. Many 
of his contemporary readers would have known francophone city 
dwellers, but his special love was for and his poetry addressed 
the country folk: farmers, fi shers, lumberjacks, trappers and 
their families to whom he ministered as physician for so much 
of his life.  

Joining over 40 IPBS members for the festive evening were 
William Henry Drummond’s descendant Brian Drummond and 
his wife Althea, as well as Patrick Holdich, the British Consul 
General in Montreal, and Dr. Michael Kenneally, the Honorary 
Consul General of Ireland for Montreal. Other special guests were 
representatives of Montreal sister societies: Lt. Col. Bruce Bolton, 
President of the St. Andrew’s Society; Judith Elson, President of 
the Royal Commonwealth Society - Montreal Branch; Patrick 
Shea, President of St. Patrick’s Society; Brian Llewellyn-ap-
Dafydd, President of the St. David’s Society; and Dr. Gisela 
Steinle, President of the German Benevolent Society.

IIPBS Offi cers and Council 2011-2012

President Tony Wait
Past-president J. Michael Nelson
Vice-president Robert Ouellette
Second vice-president William Boyd
Honorary secretary treasurer John Perry
Honorary solicitor Brian Mitchell
Honorary chaplains The Most Reverend 
    A. Bruce Stavert
 Rev. James Armour

Council:
David Clendenning

Bill Eakin
Robert Faith

Peter Flanagan
David Hannaford
J. Arthur Madill

Rev. James McDermott
Edna Ralston

The Most Reverend A. Bruce Stavert
Dick Waring
Jane Yaple

The IPBS will be hosting a lecture by Jackie Maxwell –  ‘From 
Belfast to the Shaw Festival: An unexpected Odyssey’

Thursday, October 20, 2011
Time: TBA
Location: 
Father McEntee Reading Room, Room H-1001.01
The School of Irish Studies, 
Concordia University, Hall Building
1455 de Maisonneuve, Montreal 

Innisfail announces 
2011-2012 executive

Please note that the following members have been appointed 
to serve on the Innisfail executive committee for the 

upcoming year:

President Ann Broden
Vice-president John Joseph Faherty
Past-president John Gilroy
Secretary Marlene Demers
Treasurer Sandy McDonaugh

Check the Calendar page (24) for dates of scheduled Innisfail 
activities.

News from the Irish Protestant Benevolent Society
By Lynn Verge

critical insight ... the writing is beautifully well-crafted.” David W. 
Miller, Department of History, Carnegie Mellon University 

“..a brilliant piece of scholarship: exhaustively researched, 
scrupulously fair, thoroughly documented.” Roger Hall, Globe 
& Mail

“..both elegant and mature, a biographical tour de force.” Victor 
Rabinovitch, Literary Review of Canada

“This is a very well-researched biography that places Thomas 
D’Arcy McGee in a multinational setting (Ireland, the US, and 
Canada). It stands as a model of meticulous research and is sensitive 
to various national settings and is built on the best methods and 
analysis.” James S. Donnelly, Sr. Prize Citation

SPS lecture (cont.)
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What you may have missed from the Irish papers!
By Paul Dunne

The stroll for the White House

The official residence of the President of Ireland is also 
white and will have to light the neon “vacancy” sign in 

a couple of months as the second and last seven-year term of 
the current incumbent, Mary McAleese, draws to a close. The 
President of Ireland plays a similar constitutional role to our 
Governor General but, unlike the latter, is elected by universal 
suffrage. This time, maybe you could call it universal suffering 
because the race (or rather the leisurely shuffle) lacks an 
inspiring candidate. The poll leader until a few weeks ago 
was a gay university professor called David Norris who was 
forced to withdraw after a letter emerged he had written to an 
Israeli court pleading leniency for an ex-lover who had been 
convicted of statutory rape. It speaks volumes about the lack 
of quality of the current alternatives that the absent Norris 
still leads the poll among one third of voters. 

Soon after his withdrawal, another Gay emerged as a potential 
poll topper. Gay by name rather than orientation, 77 year 
old Gay Byrne (no relation to his namesake, actor Gabriel 
Byrne), a household name for over thirty years as host of the 
Late Late Show,  contemplated joining the stroll. Fianna Fail 
(the previous governing party) announced they would support 
him from the wings (i.e. without any funding) which, given 
the tattered state of their brand, was probably what convinced 
him to run in the opposite direction.

If I had a vote, it would go to candidate Mary Davis. After all, 
given the spiffing job done by the last two Marys  – McAleese 
and Robinson – I am convinced the smartest thing to do would 
be to elect a third and nobody has presented a better option.

Irish sportsmen on the world stage 

The rugby world cup hosted by New Zealand begins 
on the 9th of September and continues until the 23rd of 

October. While rugby is still not Ireland’s most popular sport, 
the consistent success of the provincial and national teams 
on the international stage has captured the imagination of 
the entire country both at home and in the diaspora. An 
element of great pride among rugby supporters is that the 
team represents both the Republic and Northern Ireland  
making it a truly united Irish team. To accommodate the 
two political entities, a special “national anthem” for rugby 
was written by famous Irish composer, Phil Coulter, called 
“Ireland’s Call.” This anthem replaces the “Soldiers Song” at 
all away matches played by the Irish team. Since the games 
are played at ungodly hours in North America, you will need 
to programme your DVR to watch them (all matches are 
being broadcast live by TSN). Ireland does not have a great 
world cup record and expectations are somewhat muted this 
year. However, if you have never watched rugby before, this 
is a good opportunity to watch it played at its best. And, if 

nothing else, enjoy the thrilling spectacle of the New Zealand 
All Blacks as they perform their Maori “Haka” war dance 
before each game. 

On the soccer front, supporters of Ireland’s most successful 
soccer club, Shamrock Rovers, are ecstatic as Rovers became 
the first Irish team to qualify for the group stage of European 
competition by qualifying for the Europa League. The entire 
payroll of the Irish team would not even come close to the 
individual salary of a star player for Barcelona or Manchester 
United so, before they even play their first group stage match, 
they are acclaimed as heroes. The team almost went bankrupt 
in 2005 and is now guaranteed a minimum one-million euro 
payout making qualification particularly sweet. So as they move 
into the next phase, if you occasionally see mad eejits wearing 
green-hooped jerseys singing and dancing along Ste. Catherine 
Street, you’ll know why!

Happy Bertie

Ex-PM Bertie Ahern is about to celebrate his 60th birthday 
and you might think given the excess Bertie presided over 

during the Celtic Tiger, that he would opt for the low-key option. 
You’d be wrong. Venue will be Croke Park – capacity 82,000. 
Mind you, blame the kids. Daughter Cecelia is a multimillionaire 
author (P.S. I Love You among others) while her sister Georgina 
is married to Nicky Byrne of Westlife and also has a few bob 
left over after paying the groceries. The girls are footing the 
mile-long bill which is just as well because they may be the only 
ones left in Ireland who can afford it.

Positive comments and negative equity

Every year just before Christmas, the Irish government 
presents its budget for the next year. There’ll be no surprise 

in December since Santa Noonan (Minister of Finance) has 
already revealed his gift will be 3.6 billion euro of cuts and tax 
increases. The Financial Times has been saying positive things 
about the management of the economy recently and there’s no 
question that Ireland should get an A for effort but there is still 
no job growth and home values continue to decline. Many young 
families are in “negative equity” meaning that the mortgage debt 
they owe is greater than the value of their home. This turns it 
into a prison because even if they sell it, they have nowhere to 
live and will still owe the remaining debt. The irony is that these 
young families as taxpayers are being asked to foot the bill to 
save the same banks who are gripping them in a vice of debt. So 
the government is examining some form of debt relief to help get 
families back on their feet and give them a second chance. Seems 
fair that the banks who have been saved by the taxpayer, be asked 
to give something back. 
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News from the School of Canadian Irish Studies

For information about Canadian Irish Studies 
courses, programmes, and scholarships, 
contact:cdnirish@alcor.concordia.ca[
or (514) 848-2424, ext. 8711
or visit http://cdnirish.concordia.ca/

By Dr. Michael Kenneally

This fall marks the twentieth anniversary of the first Irish Studies 
courses being taught at Concordia University. From the very 

beginning, St. Patrick’s Society was among the most enthusiastic 
and practical supporters of the idea to create a permanent academic 
presence for Irish Studies at a university which has deep roots in 
Montreal’s Irish community. Successive presidents of the Society as 
well as many Society members have contributed to the success of 
the School, most notably Brian O’Neill Gallery in his role as Chair 
of the Canadian Irish Studies Foundation.
 
This anniversary year marks some key developments in Canadian 
Irish Studies at Concordia. The School has recently moved to its new, 
permanent location on the tenth floor of the Hall Building where a 
suite of eight offices and the impressive Father Thomas McEntee 
Reading Room are a measure of what has been accomplished 
over the years. In the coming academic year, the School will host 
approximately 800 students (see list of courses below) and expects 
to introduce a Major next year. This means that students will then 
be able to receive a degree in Canadian Irish Studies. 

A recent Maclean’s Magazine article pointed to the successes of Irish 
Studies at Concordia and noted that the School is the only one of its 
kind in Canada. Annually, the School now offers 21 scholarships 
and bursaries (total value $25,950) to students in the Irish Studies 
programme, including the prestigious $5,000 St. Patrick’s Society 
Scholarship. 

This year, the number of permanent professors in the School has 
reached four (see profile of new professor Dr. Susan Cahill elsewhere 
in NUACHT) and a fifth will be added next year. Meanwhile, each 
year we welcome the O’Brien Visiting Scholar for the Fall semester, 
as well as a Junior Scholar who comes for the full academic year 
to teach courses in the Irish language. This year’s O’Brien Visiting 
Scholar is Professor Claire Connolly (Cardiff University) while 
the Junior Scholar is Aoife Ní Ríordáin, a graduate of University 
College Cork. We also welcome Dr. Noémie Beck, a post-doctoral 
student from France who will teach a course on Irish Mythology 
and Folklore. Courses are also taught by part-time faculty such 
as PhD candidate Heather Macdougall and retired Professor of 
Geography, Robert Aiken.   

Below are the courses offered this year as well as the various lectures 
and readings sponsored by the School. Members of the public are 
welcome to take these courses and to attend the free lectures. 

Fall 2011
Irish Literary Revival 
Irish Gothic Literature 
History of Ireland 
Celtic Ireland: Mythology and Folklore 
History of the Irish in Canada
The Making of the Irish Landscape
Introduction to Irish Studies
Irish Children’s Literature 

Winter 2012
Irish Music History from the Celts to Bono
Film Culture in Ireland
History and Memory in Ireland 
The Great Famine
Celtic Christianity
Irish Literature and Nation in the 19th Century
Contemporary Irish Women’s Writing 

Each of these is a three-credit course. There are two six-
credit (year-long) courses offered in the Irish language, 
Irish Language and Culture (for beginners) and Irish 
Language II (for those with some knowledge of Irish). 
For course schedule consult our website at: http://
cdnirish.concordia.ca/ , email cdnirish@alcor.concordia.
ca , phone (514) 848-2424, ex. 8711. 

Speakers:  
Among the speakers planned for Fall 2011 are: 

Roddy Doyle, Irish novelist (October 7th)

Dr. Janice Helland (Queen’s University, 
Kingston). Fourth Annual Ann Saddlemyer 
Lecture (September 28th)

Jackie Maxwell, Artistic Director of the Shaw 
Festival. Third Annual Irish Protestant Benevolent 
Society Lecture (October 20th)

Anne Enright, Irish novelist, is one of the most 
innovative and exciting writers in Ireland and 
indeed the world today, whose work encompasses 
a wide range of genres, themes, and interests. She 
is the author of five novels and three collections 
of short stories. Her novel, The Gathering, won 
the Man Booker Prize in 2007 and her most recent 
novel is called The Forgotten Waltz. With her dark 
humour and wry tone, she displays a capability to 
be remarkably funny while engaging with serious 
subject matter and themes. (October 24th)

Dr. Claire Connolly (Cardiff University) Tenth 
Annual Neil Willard Lecture (date TBA )

mailto:cdnirish@alcor.concordia.ca
http://cdnirish.concordia.ca/
http://cdnirish.concordia.ca/
http://cdnirish.concordia.ca/
mailto:cdnirish@alcor.concordia.ca
mailto:cdnirish@alcor.concordia.ca
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Par Alexandre Boulet

La prophétie du Sidh

La troupe poursuivit son chemin, mais les guerriers, ayant perdu 
leur fougue due à la prophétie, avançaient maintenant avec 
précaution. Ils marchèrent à ce rythme au-delà de Cúil Sílinne à la 
lumière d’une lune croissante et ils établirent un campement dans 
la vallée de Dubloch. Installée au centre du camp, Medb décida 
de consulter son ovate au sujet des dires de la prophétesse. 

Assis à l’intérieur de sa tente, l’ovate méditait devant les oghams 
étalés sur son tissu de divination rouge, brodé d’or, placé en face 
de lui. Puis, il posa son regard vers Medb et déclara que la grande 
menace venue des cieux n’était nul autre que Cúchulainn. Il avait 
prédit ses plans lors d’une lecture oghamique. Medb sortit de la 
tente à la hâte. Son visage, rouge de colère, laissait couler quelques 
gouttes de frayeur de son front.

Elle ordonna à Fergus et à un de ses druides de tracer un carré 
magique autour de leur campement pour les protéger des 
énergies négatives. Mais elle s’abstint de mentionner la vision 
de l’ovate. 
À suivre...

Conte inspiré de « La Razzia des vaches de Cooley ». Je vous 
invite à découvrir ce livre sur mon blogue. http://lesbuzzculturels.
over-blog.com/

Alexandre’s fascinating 
series continues

Le récit que je m’apprête à vous conter s’inspire d’un 
événement âgé de plus de mille ans, avant la christianisation 

de l’Irlande par St-Patrick. Dans ces temps ancestraux, quatre 
territoires constituaient l’Irlande. Mais un cinquième, à Tara, 
où siégeait le roi suprême d’Irlande, gouvernait l’ensemble des 
comtés. Medb, la reine de Connaught, à l’ouest, était la fi lle 
de ce roi. Cette reine guerrière d’une beauté remarquable, 
mais d’une cruauté exceptionnelle était éprise du désir brûlant 
d’accéder au trône de son père. Pour soutenir son rêve, elle était 
soucieuse de demeurer la souveraine de son couple, qu’elle 
formait avec le roi Aillil, son mari.

Malgré cette attention constante, elle découvrit un jour, lors 
d’une dispute, que son mari possédait un taureau de plus 
qu’elle; un superbe et puissant taureau nommé « Blanc-
Cornu ». Pour rivaliser avec l’objet de sa soudaine infériorité, 
elle offrit des terres, des cadeaux, et même son amitié charnelle 
à Chonchobar pour qu’il lui prête le « Brun de Cúalnge » soit 
le taureau féérique d’Ulster. Or, le roi refusa. Ce refus entraîna 
Medb, aveuglée par la rage, à mener ses troupes en direction 
du nord pour se l’approprier de force.

Le premier lundi suivant Samhain, Medb, accompagnée de 
ses druides, de ses dizaines de trente centaines de guerriers et 
suivit de l’arrière par Fergus, engloutirent les petits sentiers 
vers Ulster. Ils empruntèrent Mag Cruinn, puis Túaim Móna 
pour aboutirent sur la plaine de Turloch teóra Crích. 

Alors qu’ils se pressaient sur la plaine, une mystérieuse femme 
translucide, vêtue de haillons bleutés, apparue de l’embouchure 
d’un des tertres de Turloch teóra Crích. C’était une prophétesse 
du Sidh qui, par sa présence, assombrissait le ciel tandis qu’elle 
lévitait jusqu’au char de Medb. Elle tint des mots dont la plaine 
se souvient encore aujourd’hui. Elle adjura Medb de rentrer en 
son royaume, car elle se précipitait vers un terrible destin funeste. 
Elle l’avertit en ce sens avant de disparaître : « Fuyez! Foudre 
venue des cieux s’abattra sur vos guerriers, te laissera seule, 
dépourvue, près de la rivière Shannon. » Puis la plaine reprit ses 
teintes jaunes et vertes. Medb ne se laissa point impressionner 
par cet esprit et proclama haut et fort que nul orage et nul éclair 
ne parviendront à décimer mes dizaines de trente centaines de 
guerriers et le géant Fergus qui veille sur nous. 

For this issue, Alexandre 
has chosen to write a short 
story based on an old Celtic 
event. The fi rst half of his 
story is given below. Part 
two will be published in 
the November issue of 
NUACHT.

http://lesbuzzculturels.over-blog.com/

 



N
U
A
C
H
T

September 2011 21

People in the news …
By Pat Short

Talking of babies, we’d like to congratulate Erin Matheson 
and Tod Lunt on the safe and welcome arrival of their third 
daughter, Finley Elizabeth, who joined the family on August 
4th weighing in at 7.4 lbs.  Big sisters, Molly Claire and Caitlin 
Marie are great helpers. SPS office manager, Erin, is presently 
on maternity leave happy in the knowledge that husband Tod 
is holding the fort so admirably.

Former Montrealer, Johnny Maloney, sent us a nice note saying 
how well he is getting on in his new home in Cornwall. His 

virtuoso accordion-playing is much in demand in the various 
communities there, but he still gets the odd invite back to Montreal 
to perform at events and functions.

Owing to adjudicating regulations, only one of our local dancers 
was eligible to compete at the North American Championships 
held in Nashville, TN. in July. Genevieve Savage represented the 
Young Academy at this event. Eleven members of the Bernadette 
Short School are off to Glasgow in a couple of weeks. The main 
event is the All-Scotland championships but some are also taking 
in the Great Britain Championships.  

Tara, the eldest daughter of Ann and the late Brian Broden, 
exchanged marriage vows with Gregory Lefebvre in Longueuil 
in early August. Both Ann and Tara are very active in Irish 
events particularly the Queen’s Selection Evening. Ann is also the 
president of Innisfail.

Well he’s on the move again! Ned Eustace is part of another 
international development project this time in Freetown, Sierra 
Leone.  He’s leading a public financial management team building 
the professional capacity of Audit Service Sierra Leone, the Auditor 
General’s office there.  “It’s the rainy season just now, very damp 
but surprisingly less humid than Montreal in summer and yes, my 
order book for diamonds is full,” he said. Ned expects to be in 
and out of Freetown two or three times in the course of the next 
year. We look forward to reading about his experiences in a future 
issue of NUACHT.

Comhaltas Chairperson Donna-Marie Sullivan led a strong 
contingent of Comhaltas and Siamsa musicians to an Oireachtas 
na Gaeilge (Irish gathering) weekend in Tamworth near Kingston, 
Ont.  

Past president Gus O’Gorman celebrated a milestone recently 
along with his Belfast-based son Michael. Their combined ages 
totaled a century. Vancouver-based pediatrician daughter, Aisling 
and many of Gus’ brothers and sisters came to Montreal to help 
celebrate the occasion.

If you happened to tune in to CBC’s 
early morning show last month, 
you may have enjoyed listening to 
Andrea Stanford giving us the 
traffic reports. Andrea told us that 
she had fun doing the broadcasts and 
hopes to get more on-air exposure 
with the network in the future. 
However, judging from the photo, 
she does have a busy schedule ahead 
of her around Christmas Day.

Now that the OSM has a new permanent home, Place des Arts 
is free to accept bookings of more than just a couple of nights. 
Tourisme Montreal pitch lady, Kim Blackburn, travelled to 
Dublin last weekend and made a successful bid for Montreal 
to host The World Championships of Irish Dancing for 2015. 
Details in the next issue of NUACHT.

Mother-to-be, Andrea Stanford

Erin Matheson relaxing with baby Finley
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The Irish Show on CJAD 
By Joe Cully

The Irish Show has had a busy summer, having successfully 
concluded a live podcast from the 2nd annual Irish Family 

Day in Ste-Julie, which you can still hear on the CJAD website 
(http://www.cjad.com/IrishShow.aspx) with the best from the 
tug of war and potato eating contests!

In the past three shows alone we have spoken to three infl uential 
comedians, members of the Montreal Highland Games festival, 
the Montreal GAA Women’s teams and Girl Guides of Canada, 
in addition to organisers of the Douglastown Irish Week, the 
Irish Festival in Milwaukee and Toronto rock band Mudmen. 

So what’s next? On our September 1st show, we spoke to Alex 
Nuta from Montreal’s Irish language school, Comhrá, about 
the 2011 Irish language weekend which will take place in 
November. We also spoke to Scott Chisholm from the Collateral 
Damage project, about the concert they’ll be hosting at Ottawa’s 
Centrepointe Theatre in aid of suicide prevention. Maritime-
fl avoured Celtic folk group Salty Dog has also promised us 
an interview.

Later in the month we hope to interview some of the candidates 
of the Irish Presidential Election scheduled for October 27th. 
We’ll cover some of the festivals that are taking place in 
Ireland throughout September and we’ll have an exclusive 
interview with folk group Celtic Thunder, ahead of the Montreal 
leg of their Heritage Tour. In October we’ll speak to Carol 
McCormick from the St. Patrick’s Society Fashion Show and 
we’ll be bringing you some spooky happenings on our annual 
Halloween Special.

We, at the Irish Show, believe in the work that we do in promoting 
the endeavours of the Irish community and are always open to 
receiving support from the community. If you feel that your 
company would benefi t from advertising with the Irish Show, 
then do please get in touch. 

As always The Irish Show is committed to bringing you a 
community-oriented show that gives our listeners a platform 
to share stories and discuss issues that are important to the 
community. We therefore also want to hear from you. If you 
have a story, idea or suggestion then we want to hear about it! 
You can also let us know what you think of the show itself at 
theirishshow@cjad.com. Don’t be shy!

Celtic Harmonies International Festival is the long-awaited 
fourth edition of the Montreal International Celtic Festival 

that was held from 2000 to 2002. This latest festival will take 
place in the Eastern Townships from October 1 - 10,  2011, and 
will feature concerts by world-class musicians from Ireland, 
Scotland, Wales and Brittany, as well as local artistes.  The Irish 
trio, Cran, known for their virtuosity, humour, banter and stories, 
are returning, together with Gearóid Ó hAllmhuráin, holder 
of fi ve world titles in Irish traditional music as a concertina 
player, uilleann piper, and as a member of the Kilfenora Céilí 
Band, the oldest traditional ensemble in Ireland.

In all, 17 concerts will be held in various halls and historic 
churches throughout the Townships. A range of other activities 
is also planned, such as workshops on Gaelic song, three-
part harmonies, music appreciation, introductory bodhrán, 
stepdancing, Breton dance, flute, and bombarde-making; 
master classes on fiddle, flute, bagpipes, and DADGAD 
guitar accompaniment; lectures, theatre, and even a Celtic 
marketplace. During the daytime, there will be ativities to help 
people reconnect with nature.

Adds Ms. O’Donoughue, “Celtic Harmonies is all about 
rediscovering the “art of living”. As our motto says: “Let nature 
soothe your soul, Let the music feed your imagination.”

The mission of the Festival is to celebrate the close historical ties 
that exist between Quebec and Ireland, Scotland and Brittany, 
and to celebrate nature through music, dance and the arts. The 
Eastern Townships has been selected as the location because of 
its deep-seated Celtic roots.

One of the goals of the Festival is to create and consolidate a 
network of Celtic associations through a single unifying event that 
brings everyone together. This could become the annual major 
inter-Celtic gathering in North America. The Festival also hopes 
to reach out to the francophone community by informing it of 
the benefi ts of becoming involved in some of the many Montreal 
Irish societies.

For more information, please contact April O’Donoughue, Festival 
Coordinator and President, Montreal Celtic Festival Foundation, 
at (450) 292-3456, ext. 228, by email at info@celticharmonies.ca
or on the web at www.harmoniesceltiques.ca 

The Celts to take over the Townships next month
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Around town

10th European pub quiz – 
networking evening

A dramatic reading world premiere of the second-place 
winner in a recent global contest for a one-act play 

about the Ir ish Diaspora in North America will take 
place on Friday, September 23rd at 7 p.m. in the Atwater 
Library, 1200 Atwater (Tupper entrance). This reading 
will be presented by Byron Toben, and hosted by Pierre 
Lenoir; the readers will be Timothy Hine and Laura 
Mitchell, accompanied on the celtic f lute by Carolyn 
Derome. The play’s author, Anne Phelan of Brooklyn, 
NY, will be in attendance. An $8 admission fee (to be 
donated to the Patrick Vallely Irish Studies Scholarship 
Fund) is suggested, but a contribution of  $10 or more will 
entitle you to a door prize. Juice, cookies and Antoine’s 
homemade Irish soda bread will be served. Byron will 
also be announcing his new one-act play contest 2011-2012 
during the evening. To reserve a place for this event, please 
contact BTRESERVE@Gmail.com

The Search for Eileen Sullivan

Check out the website www.rememberingamemory.
concordia.ca/ featuring the documentary fi lm, Remembering 

a Memory, produced by Ronald Rudin (Concordia University) 
and directed by Robert McMahon (Royal Ontario Museum). 
The movie explores the various stories inspired by the immense 
Celtic Cross constructed in 1909 on Grosse-Île, the site of the 
largest cemetery outside Ireland connected with the Potato 
Famine of the 1840s. This fi lm refl ects on how and why the 
memories evoked by Grosse-Île have so dramatically shifted 
over the past century.

New website: Celtic Cross on Grosse-Île

This year’s annual European Pub Quiz organized by the 
Ireland-Canada Chamber of Commerce will be held on 

Wednesday, October 5th, in a new venue: The Irish Embassy 
Pub and Grill, 1234 Bishop St. As usual, complimentary fi nger 
food and a glass of beer or wine will be provided at 5:45 p.m.. 
Quizmasters Jonathan Sullivan and Casey Ryan will challenge 
teams with general trivia as well as topical questions on 
European history, geography, politics and more! The price for 
members of ICCC and other European chambers is $20 and 
$25 for guests. Plan to arrive early to network as the quiz will 
begin promptly at 6:30 p.m. Get your teams (four members) 
together. There will be door prizes as well as prizes for the 
winning teams.

Looking for Irish language lessons?

Comhrá, the Montreal Irish Language Study Circle,  will 
be holding classes again this fall starting on Monday, 

September 12th at Loyola High School, 7272 Sherbrooke West, 
NDG. Registration is at 6:30 p.m. and classes will run from 7 
p.m. to 9 p.m. with a 10-minute break at 8 p.m. Three levels 
will be taught, beginner, intermediate and advanced. The 
cost for the fall session from September 12th to December 
5th is $60. All are welcome. For more information please 
contact Claire Cooney at chair@comhra.org. Comhrá is also 
hosting an Irish Language Weekend November 4 -6, 2011 
at Auberge Val Carroll in the Laurentians. This weekend 
is always a fun-filled event with Irish immersion classes, 
ceílí and various workshops. Please see our website for 
more information  http://www.comhra.org/ or contact Claire 
Cooney at chair@comhra.org

Gene Tunney and George Bernard Shaw

On September 24th, at the Atwater Library, Cine Gael’s 
impresario friend, Byron Toben, will be presenting Jay 

Tunney, son of the World Heavyweight Champion boxer, Gene 
Tunney. Jay a is journalist and author of the critically acclaimed 
book The Prizefi ghter and the Playwright which describes 
the unlikely friendship between his father and GBS. This will 
be the Montreal launch for his book. Also, many of you had 
the opportunity to see Kevin Tierney’s latest fi lm, French 
Immersion,  in our special pre-release screening at Cine Gael. 
The offi cial release is now set for October 7th. That will be your 
chance to see it if you missed it, and a chance to tell friends how 
much you enjoyed it. www.frenchimmersionthemovie.co
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24 September 2011

St. Patrick Square
(514) 481-9609

We are Cote St. Luc’s best-kept secret for an active community apartment building designed for autonomous individuals 55 and 
better and young at heart.  A stone’s throw from the Cote St. Luc shopping centre, the post office, bus lines, banks and the CLSC. 
View the video on our web site www.stpatricksquare.com or visit: 6767 Cote St. Luc Road, Suite #1, entrance via King Edward.

Andrea Bobkowicz
Sun Life Building
1155 Metcalfe, Suite 1438
Montreal, Quebec  H3B 4S9
Telephone: (514) 871-4339
 1-866-843-3088
Fax: (514) 843-4447

E-Mail:andrea.bobkowicz@nbf.ca

DATE EVENT FURTHER INFORMATION

 

Sep. 24  MIRFC Men’s Rugby Finals, St Julie, from 10:30 a.m. Mark Gallagher 805-3243

Sep. 29  Irish Immigrant Integration Initiative, Hurley’s Irish Pub, 1225 Crescent St., 7 p.m.                RSVP  integrationevent@gmail.com

Sep. 29  ICCC Craic agus Comhrá, The Irish Embassy Pub & Grill, 1234 Bishop St., 5:30 p.m. ICCC 845-0973

Oct. 1  Tara Golf Tournament, Caughnawaga Golf Club, Kahnawake, QC Diane Moore Liben  457-3148

Oct. 1-10  Celtic Harmonies International Festival, Eastern Townships (various locations) April O’Donoghue (450) 292-3456

Oct. 5  ICCC European Pub Quiz, The Irish Embassy Pub & Grill, 1234 Bishop St,. 5:30 p.m. $20/ $25 Jonathan Sullivan 967-3656

Oct. 7  Innisfail corned beef & cabbage dinner, $12.00, 7 p.m., NDG Legion (Addington/ De Maisonneuve) Ann Broden             (450) 465-3421

Oct. 14  SPS First Family Fall Fashion Show, Holiday Inn Midtown, 6:30 p.m., $65 (early bird), $75.00 Carol McCormick 386-8082

Oct. 20  IPBS lecture, Jackie Maxwell, Room H-1000.01, Concordia, 1455 De Maisonneuve, Time TBA IPBS 489-2660

Oct. 22  Erin Sports 80th Anniversary Celebration, Buffet Il Gabbiano, 1550 rue Lapierre, LaSalle, $80.00  Francis Baddeley 767-2415

Oct. 27  ICCC Craic agus Comhrá, The Irish Embassy Pub & Grill, 1234 Bishop St., 5:30 p.m. ICCC 845-0973

Nov. 17  SPS Annual Lecture, Prof. David Wilson, Concordia (time and place TBA) Tod Lunt 481-1346

Nov. 24  ICCC Craic agus Comhrá, The Irish Embassy Pub & Grill, 1234 Bishop St., 5:30 p.m. ICCC 845-0973

Nov. 27  UIS Christmas Draw, St. John Brébeuf Church, LaSalle              jeskelton@videotron.ca

Dec. 1  SPS Christmas Concert, St. Patrick’s Basilica, 7:30 p.m. Carol McCormick 386-8082

Dec. 6  Ógra event: Canadiens vs. Columbus Bluejackets, Bell Centre Tod Lunt 481-1346

Dec. 7  SPS Members Christmas Reception Tod Lunt 481-1346

Dec. 8  Innisfail Members’ Christmas Party (w. invited guests), 7 p.m., NDG Legion (Addington/ De Maisonneuve) Ann Broden             (450) 465-3421

Mar. 18  Mass of Anticipation, St. Gabriel’s Church, 2157 rue Centre, Montreal, 11:30 a.m. Beverly Murphy 932-0512

Mar. 18  St. Patrick’s� director@montrealirishparade.com

 

http://www.stpatricksquare.com
mailto:andrea.bobkowicz@nbf.ca
mailto:integrationevent@gmail.com
mailto:jeskelton@videotron.ca
mailto:director@montrealirishparade.com

