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Ireland welcomes new president: 
Michael D. Higgins

By Neil McKenty

staff and his role in  prominent atrocities 
during the Troubles, came in a respectable 
third.

Michael Higgins was born into humble 
circumstances in Limerick  and raised in 
Clare by a family who paid a huge price 
during the tumultuous events at the time of 
the foundation of the state. He was the first 
in his family to go to university. There he 
found the language and ideas to articulate 
the deep sense of social justice and hunger 
for equality that he had  developed as a 
young man.

As a new academic, Michael D. strove to 
ensure that people of similar background 
to himself had the opportunity to access 
education and travelled, with colleagues, 

to towns and villages throughout the west of Ireland providing 
outreach courses. The social exclusion, emigration and poverty 
that he experienced and witnessed led Michael D. to more direct 
political involvement, where he could argue and advocate for real 
change, both social and economic.

Elected to the Dáil, he was appointed Ireland’s first minister for 
Arts, Culture and the Gaeltacht. In that post, he reinvigorated 
the Irish film industry, upped investment in new public museums 
and libraries and set up a network of local art venues and theatres 
right across Ireland.

Michael D. has been at the forefront of campaigns for progressive 
change on equal pay for women, access to contraception, divorce, 
the rights of people with disabilities and many other critical issues. 
He often argued for those reforms in the face of a conservative 
consensus and has sometimes paid a high political price for 
standing up for what he believes.

Poet, peace campaigner and 
president of the Galway 

United football club, Michael 
D. Higgins has become Ireland’s 
new president, succeeding the 
popular Mary McAleese, after 
the most fractious campaign in 
Ireland’s history.

The 70-year-old Higgins enjoyed 
a late surge of support, putting 
him well ahead of the former 
frontrunner, Seán Gallagher. 
Martin McGuinness, whose 
candidacy turned the spotlight 
on his past as the IRA’s chief of 
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Michael D. Higgins with his wife, Sabina, celebrate victory
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A word from the President

Disclaimer:
NUACHT occasionally publishes material of a 
controversial nature. It wishes to state that one of the 
purposes of this newsletter is to share opinions submitted 
and it welcomes comments from readers.
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Going green?

On the evening of November 3, 2011, I attended the official 
inauguration of The Father Thomas McEntee Reading 

Room at the School of Canadian Irish Studies (SCIS) on the 
10th floor of the Hall Building at Concordia University. The 
event was attended by numerous members of the Montreal Irish 
community, members of Father McEntee’s family and members 
of the Concordia faculty, including the president of the university. 
The room – a bright, spacious and thoughtfully designed library 
and event space with smart, glass-enclosed bookshelves along its 
perimeter – is a wonderful addition to a building that, to be kind, 
was architecturally anachronistic in less than a half-generation 
after it was built, and it provides a fitting physical anchor to the 
SCIS after its relatively short but peripatetic existence. I was 
proud to see what will surely be a very important space for our 
community fêted by so many and named after a long-standing 
and now sadly missed member of St. Patrick’s Society, Thomas 
McEntee.

Attending the ribbon-cutting and cocktail party that evening 
reminded me about what an important resource the SCIS is to us 
and how incredibly fortunate the Irish community of Montreal 
is to have it. I believe that it is so central an institution that I am 
devoting my entire column to it.

The fact that the Irish of Montreal have such a school is amazing 
in and of itself and is a testimony to those who made it happen 
against steep odds. Although our demographic weight in Montreal 
was significant during much of the Nineteenth Century – we were 
the second largest ethnic group after French-Canadians and the 
largest of the three principal English-speaking communities 

which formed the linguistic majority of Montreal at Confederation 
and during the decades before and after – our numbers (albeit not 
our spirit) today are proportionally below what they once were. The 
fact that members of the Irish community created one of the leading 
centres of Irish studies in North America in Montreal in the late 
1990s and the early 2000s is neither a consequence of our numbers 
nor of surplus university funding searching for a home – both of 
which would have suggested that the likely chances of success were 
minimal – but rather the product of the vision, determination and 
tenacity of the founders of the Canadian Irish Studies Foundation 
and the SCIS. 

I was fortunate to have a front-row seat to this creation. From 
1997 to 1999, I worked part-time during the academic year while 
I attended McGill Law School and full-time one summer as the 
sole paid employee of the Canadian Irish Studies Foundation. The 
Foundation was the brainchild of past Society President Michael 
Kenneally (and the founding and current principal of the SCIS), 
the chairperson of the multi-million dollar capital campaign (and 
long-time Society member and past director) Brian Gallery and 
the founding chairperson of the Foundation (and long-time Society 
member) Peter O’Brien. The three of them assembled a large 
and very talented board of directors and campaign team, but the 
ultimate success of the capital campaign was squarely due to them. 
I worked many hours in the basement of the Westmount townhouse 
in which Brian’s publishing business was located helping prepare 
and coordinate tens of thousands of solicitation letters and other 
communications over a three-year period. I witnessed a master and 
tireless fundraiser in action, whether it be on the phone in the office 
above mine, at organizational meetings and at campaign events 
– very few people can work a room like Brian. I observed Michael 
– the main visionary and architect of the programme that exists 
today – keeping everyone focused on what the ultimate product 
should and would be and articulating eloquently the case for giving. 
And I saw what was the obvious benefit of Peter’s deep not-for-
profit capital campaign and boardroom experience and connections, 
and was impressed by his ability to sign three thousand letters in 
one evening, which I would drop off at his house at the end of the 
day and then get back the very next morning. Most importantly, 
they worked as a team, each allowing his skill set to complement 
those of the two others. I heard a fair bit of scepticism muttered at 
Irish community events during those years – “Where will they ever 
raise that kind of money?” – but Michael, Brian and Peter not only 
pushed the inaugural capital campaign to the finish line but caused 
it to blow significantly past its ambitious objective.

Although, but for the resolve of its founders and the generosity of 
the many individual, charitable, corporate and governmental donors, 
Concordia would never (and, by the normal constraints of inertia 
and lack-of-funding, should never) have had a SCIS, it is indeed 
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News from the Society

On Friday, October 14ththe Society’s fi rst fall family fashion 
show was held at La Plaza Holiday Inn Midtown Montreal. 

The evening began with complimentary cocktails served to over 
200 attendees. The event was emceed by Lori Graham from 
CTV and Rob Kemp from CHOM. Their showmanship and 
conversation with the audience gave a relaxed yet an energetic 
feeling throughout the evening.

SPS holds fi rst fall family fashion show

The theme of a family fashion show was created to appeal to both 
men and women, and it succeeded in doing so. One comment heard 
from a gentleman at the end of the evening was: “I have never 
before been to a fashion show but I really enjoyed this evening.” 
Another comment was: “I’ve been to other fashion shows but this 
one topped them all.”

Our amateur, volunteer models — many of whom were Society 
members and directors  — were fabulous, from the six-year-olds to 
the 60-year-olds. They were vibrant and enthusiastic and responded 
well to the audience.

Some great prizes were won: gift certifi cates donated by the 
boutiques whose fall fashions were modeled, and our special draw 
prizes donated by Via Rail, Holiday Inn Express,  La Venise Verte, 
Westmount Florist, Modavie Restaurant, Holiday Inn Midtown 
and the Vallée Bleue Centre de Ski.

La Boutique Alain Giroux for women and Alaya Menswear 
gave each winner a gift certifi cate. L’Equipeur donated 10 gift 
certifi cates valued $100 each. MEXX Canada Inc., Tony’s Shoes 
and Willow Dream – a new artisanat in women’s jewellery — were 
also very generous.

A dedicated event committee was ably chaired by Carol 
McCormick and also included Ann-Mary Butts, Maria Cook, 
Julie Dunn, Carole Faucher, Shannon Keenan, Wilma Lachance, 
Tod Lunt, Lynda McAssey-Premerl, Sandy McDonaugh,  Ann 
McMahon Rusnak, Brian J. Payne,and Ania Urbanek.

Now that so many have experienced how St. Patrick’s Society of 
Montreal presents a family fashion show, we are hoping for an 
even greater turn-out next time.

Models Kimberly Payne, 
Brian Payne and Denis Kotsoros

Attendees enjoying the complimentary cocktails

Society’s 19th annual charity 
Christmas concert

Be sure not to miss the Society’s annual Christmas 
concert which will take place on Thursday, December 

1st at 7:30 p.m. at St. Patrick’s Basilica, 454 René Lévesque 
Blvd. West.

Featured will be the Black Watch (Royal Highland Regiment 
of Canada) Pipes and Drums, the St. Gabriel’s Parish Choir 
(directed by Terry Clahane), Bernadette Short’s Irish Dancers, 
and Sheldon Kagan International (instrumentalists and 
vocalist).

“Early bird” tickets are on sale now at $18.00. The price at the 
door is $20.00. Patron tickets are $95.00 (for two) in advance, 
or $100.00 (for two) at the door – these include reserved seats, 
a partial income tax receipt, and a wine and cheese reception 
to meet the performers following the concert.

The Society is also inviting everyone who attends this concert 
to contribute one non-perishable food item. There will be 
decorative baskets at the door in which to place these. The 
donations will be added to those that will be collected at the 
Christmas Reception on December 7th.  As food banks are 
in great need of contributions during the Christmas season,  
please give generously.
 
For more information or if you wish to purchase tickets, please 
see our website at:

www.spsmtl.com 
or telephone: (514) 481-1346 or (514) 386-8082
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Save the date! Annual Charity Ball, March 9, 2012

The St. Patrick’s Society Annual Charity Ball will be held 
March 9, 2012 at the Marriott Chateau Champlain. The 

Guest of Honour will be Minister of Finance, Jim Flaherty. 

Minister Flaherty was born in Lachine, and graduated from 
Loyola High School. His ancestors hail from County Galway 
and landed at Patridge Island in Saint John Harbour when they 
came to Canada. He graduated from Princeton University cum 
laude and then graduated from Osgoode Hall Law School. He 
was called to the Bar in Ontario with honours and practised 
law for more than 20 years before being elected to public offi ce.

The Bernadette Short Celtic Grace Dancers will be the pre-
dinner entertainment. Guests will enjoy heart stopping a 
capella routines, delicate soft shoe numbers, and precision 
choreography. The group is comprised of many Canadian 
National Irish dance champions.

Three’s Company Orchestra led by Luc Campeau will provide 
the music throughout the evening. Each year, Luc adds to his 
repertoire of Irish and Celtic-inspired rhythms. When dancing 
in the ballroom ends, guests will be invited to Hurley’s Irish Pub 
(set up in the hotel!) to enjoy traditional Celtic music.

A Silent Auction will be held with all proceeds going to support 
the Society’s charities. Sponsorship opportunities will be offered 
this year for those fi rms wishing to increase their presence at 
the Ball. 

Ticket Prices for 2012 are:
Corporate Table Price: $2750 or $275 per person
Regular Ticket: $195
Junior: $125 (Members, under 30; non-members, under 28)

Tickets can be purchased on line through the Society’s website. 
Formal invitations will be mailed in the New Year.

A new venture for St. Patrick’s Society in its fundraising 
efforts is the launching of  “Flowers from SPS.”

Your Christmas fl owers and centrepieces can now be bought 
through St. Patrick’s Society. The purchase of fl owers for your 
home, offi ce, clients, family and friends through the Society 
will contribute to its annual fundraising.

A choice of fl ower arrangements and the cost will be posted on 
our website very shortly. A catalogue will also be available.

Say it with SPS fl owers

The  Father McEntee 
Re a d i ng  Ro om 

a t  C onc o r d i a  wa s 
where a huge crowd 
gathered to hear David 
Wilson, Professor of 
Celtic Studies from the 
University of Toronto 
deliver his lecture on 
Thomas D’Arcy McGee 
and the St Patrick’s 
Society of Montreal.

As the event had been unexpectedly relocated at the last 
minute, Professor Wilson delayed his presentation and joined 
Concordia’s Professor Gearóid Ó hAllmhuráin with a lively 
performance on the pipes.

Once the lecture began, everyone was enthralled to hear 
the fascinating story of D’Arcy McGee’s involvement with 
the Society. Space and time prevents a detailed account of 

Playing the pipes: David Wilson 
and Gearóid Ó hAllmhuráin

what David Wilson had to tell us, but his hour-long lecture was 
informative, entertaining and thought provoking.

He ended his lecture by suggesting that St. Patrick’s Society,  
which had expelled McGee in 1867, could reinstate his 
membership posthumously. This was received very favourably 
by Paul Dunne  standing in for SPS president, Patrick Shea, who 
was out of town.

A question and answer period followed with Simon Jolivet posing 
what had to be the longest question ever! Professor Wilson’s 
answer was equally long but most enlightening. 

Later, when asked if he admired McGee or disliked him, Wilson, 
the author of Thomas D’Arcy McGee, Volume 1: Passion, Reason, 
and Politics 1825-57, and  Volume 2: The Extreme Moderate, 
1857-1868, responded that he preferred to say that he understood 
the man.

To learn more, check out either or both of these highly readable 
books, published by McGill-Queen’s University Press.

D’Arcy McGee: was he a wronged man? 
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Infused with new ideas and capacities for the coming year, 
our planning is now based on what we have been able to 
accomplish successfully in 2010 and 2011, and what we have 
deemed important to incorporate, improve, develop, or put 
aside. Our apprenticeship has been greatly infl uenced by the 
very generous, invaluable help of our partners in Montréal, 
who have not hesitated to come to our assistance since the 
beginning of our parade’s revival; and for this support, we 
offer you all our very heartfelt thanks! We have looked to 
you who hold the laudable distinction of the longest-running 
parade – one that is known the world over as a historical 
cornerstone – with profound admiration. Little is known about 
our own original organisers, and the reasons for our parade’s 
apparent falling out of favour remain somewhat enigmatic... 
certainly something to one day further research!

We were delighted to have many members of St. Patrick’s 
Society join us last year, and wish you Céad Mile Fáilte 
once again for March 24, 2012. Further details of the Défilé 
de la St-Patrick de Québec 2012 will be forthcoming in the 
next issue of NUACHT. In the meantime, if you wish to join 
us, please visit our website at:www.qcpatrick.com

Launching the Défi lé de la St-Patrick de Québec into the future

The Défilé de la St-Patrick de 
Québec, equipped with new 

members and volunteers, the 
collaboration of Irish Heritage 
Quebec, as well as many of  the 
“usual suspects” of the founding 
crew, are looking ahead with 
enthusiasm to the third edition 
of our parade, to be held March 
24, 2012.ST≠PATRICK

��������������

de Québec
ST≠PATRICK
��������������

Though the Défilé has been well received and appreciated 
since its return in 2010 after an 84-year absence, our concern 
is to be able to “Continue the tradition” with young Québecers 
of Irish ancestry who will choose to work alongside our very 
talented, dynamic, and pro-active francophone confrères and 
consoeurs here in Québec City. We will be working toward 
this goal by reaching out to and highlighting as many Irish 
heritage communities in the Québec region as possible. Our 
endeavour is to strive to launch our renaissance parade into 
the future and establish it as an annual event to be enjoyed 
by one and all.

By Catherine McKennna

SPS member receives prestigous award

On May 25t h of this year, Dr. 
Maureen Kiely, a long-time 

member of the Society, received the 
Derek Walker Volunteer Citizen of 
the Year Award from the Westmount 
Municipal Association, at Victoria 
Hall in Westmount. This award is 
presented annually to a volunteer 
whose tireless work in the community 
has made Westmount a better place 
in which to live. Over the years, Dr. 
Kiely has distinguished herself in her 
volunteer work.

At the annual general meeting, 80 
WMA members and Westmount 
residents gathered in Victoria Hall 
to pay tribute to  Dr. Kiely. There 
were accolades, laughter,  and a 
message of peace as board members 
celebrated an exceptional volunteer 
and welcomed guest speakers from 
Dawson College.

Introduced with candour and humour in a 
touching speech by Community-University 
Research Alliance (CURA) colleague Jason 
Prince, Dr. Kiely was presented with a 
bouquet of lilies and a plaque acknowledging 
her community contribution for the volunteer 
work and commitment shown over the past 
three decades, including her involvement with 
the Citizen’s Traffic Advisory Committee 
(CTAC) and the Westmount Health City 
Project (WHCP).

“It is really easy to be a volunteer in a 
community such as Westmount,” Kiely said 
in her acceptance speech. “We live in a great 
little city; we have so many talented residents 
from all walks of life, many of whom are 
willing to share their expertise with you, and, 
most importantly for a volunteer, to share it 
freely.”

St. Patrick’s Society wishes to congratulate 
Dr. Kiely on this remarkable achievement and 

Dr. Maureen Kiely, Volunteer Citizen 
of the Year Award winner

apologizes for the delay in recognizing her as a most worthy 
recipient of this award, 
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By James McKay

The Montreal Irish RFC (MIRFC) was celebrating in style once 
again this year after taking two more titles at the Provincial 

Finals at the end of September. Once again, the fi nals were held 
at Ste-Julie and the weather was fantastic allowing approximately 
500 supporters to come out and enjoy the top rugby event in the 
Province.

After a great league campaign for all three men’s teams, the 
Montreal Irish  had a remarkable play-off run, once again taking 
all three teams to fi nals. It was a remarkable achievement in itself 
and proof that last year was by no means a fl uke.

So on Saturday, 24t September 2011, the Montreal Irish III XV 
were the fi rst to take the fi eld and set the stage for a remarkable 
day in MIRFC history. The MIRFC Thirds faced the only team 
to have taken some points off them all season – the relatively new 
team XV de Montreal RFC.  After a solid start by the Irish and a 
score by veteran player John Weller coming from a solid scrum, the 
Irish found themselves defending the narrowest of margins for what 
seemed an eternity. In a similar game to last year’s fi nal, the Irish 
defended with heart and determination despite an onslaught from 
the highly motivated XV de Montreal side.  A fi fteen minute goal 
line stand had Irish supporters hearts in their throats until the fi nal 
whistle blew, signalling the fi rst win of the day for the Irish 8-3.

Next to take the fi eld was the Irish reserve team who faced old rivals 
and also last year’s fi nalists Ste-Anne de Bellevue RFC. The Irish 
were still hurting following the perfect undefeated season upset by 
Ste-Anne’s in last year’s fi nal. Alas, it was not to be as in almost a 
repeat of last year’s fi nal Ste-Anne’s were the victors defeating the 
Irish by 18 – 13. This was a tough blow for a club aiming to take all 
three titles this year and it showed in the fi rst half performance of 
the MIRFC premier team. They played their namesakes from the 
capital, surprise fi nalists, Ottawa Irish who ended the season being 
relegated.  With only fi fteen minutes to go, Ottawa led the game 
14-3. Montreal nails were being bitten on the touchline as it looked 

Montreal Irish: back-to-back champs

like the championship title was slipping away. In a desperate attempt, 
Mark Gallagher put a high ball up just outside the opposition’s 22. An 
awkward bounce saw the ball fi nd its way into James Murray’s hands 
on the wing who cruised over the try line unopposed. This proved to be 
the turning point of the game as Montreal ran in another two converted 
tries to claw the game back. With a fi nal score 22-14, Montreal Irish 
Men remain Quebec Champions for another year.

The men have recently toured Bermuda (November 7-13) where they 
took on a couple of the local teams as well as the Bermuda National 
side. No doubt there will be several stories to tell at the club’s annual 
dinner scheduled for 21st January.  

If you’re interested in playing for MIRFC, the indoor training will 
begin at The Blackwatch in February.  Check out our website www.
montrealirish.com for further details.
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Montreal Irish celebrate victory in second 
consecutive Quebec Super Ligue Cup Final

most appropriate that it is Concordia – of all universities in 
Canada – that is its home. Concordia, as most of us know, is the 
product of the 1974 merger of two storied institutions, one of 
which was Loyola College. And the history of Loyola and that 
of the history of the Irish of Montreal (or at least the Catholic 
Irish) are closely intertwined. In 1848, the Jesuits founded St. 
Mary’s College/Collège Sainte-Marie, the very fi rst class of 
which was made up of seven French-Canadian boys and six Irish 
and Irish-Canadian boys. This bilingual eight-year college was 
amicably divided into two in 1896, with the English-speaking 
half thereof being re-branded as Loyola College, named after 
the founder of the Society of Jesus. Because the large majority 
of English-speaking Catholic Montrealers in the Nineteenth 
Century and the fi rst half of the Twentieth Century were Irish, so 
was St. Mary’s and Loyola. Even though the word “Loyola” was 
not uttered by those who delivered speeches at the inauguration 

of the McEntee Reading Room earlier this month, Loyola and 
its venerable history and successful alumni is a key reason why 
Concordia now boasts Canada’s leading centre for the study of 
Ireland and the Irish in Canada.

And we as Society members should also be very proud of our 
important role in this success story. In addition to the key individual 
organizational and donor roles played by its members, the Society 
provided crucial seed funding to the Canadian Irish Studies 
Foundation and for the initial course offerings, plus important 
institutional legitimacy to what was considered by some as a venture 
with little chance of succeeding. I know that we all wish the SCIS 
the very best in the exciting next chapter of its history.
Patrick M. Shea
November 2011

Message (cont.)
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On Sunday, November 6th, Carl Beaulieu’s 600-page book, The 
Irish Tradition, was launched in the recently inaugurated 

Father McEntee Reading Room in the School of Canadian Irish 
Studies, Concordia University. This was the third event held to 
launch the book: the fi rst took place in Jonquière on October 15th, 
and the second in Knowlton on November 3rd.

After welcoming those in attendance, Dr. Michael Kenneally 
handed over the microphone to his colleague, Gearóid Ó 
hAllmhuráin, the Johnson Chair in Quebec and Canadian Irish 
Studies, who introduced the author in the three offi cial languages: 
Irish, French and then English. This was followed by a short 
address given by Carl Beaulieu during which he explained how 
the book came about. 

The Irish Tradition, which recognizes and celebrates the 
achievements of Irish immigrants since the earliest days of 
settlement, was then unveiled by the Honorable Pierrette Sévigny, 
James Barriere (BGL), Michael Kenneally and Carl Beaulieu.

Next came the presentation of ten special awards – the Order of St. 
Patrick. Nine of the recipients were honoured posthumously and 
their awards were given to either a descendant or one of the many 
distinguished guests in attendance. Before each presentation, Carl 
Beaulieu gave a history of the individual. In addition to the award 
(a glass and wood sculpture), recipients received a certifi cate and 
an attractive green pin.

In thanking the School of Canadian Irish Studies for its hospitality, 
Carl announced that he was donating all the research documents 
he had accumulated during the writing of the book to the School. 
This contribution was one that students would appreciate.

Following the presentation of the Order of St. Patrick awards, Carl 
signed copies of his book – one of which has been donated to St. 
Patrick’s Society (see review on p.12).  

About 40 members of Montreal’s Irish community were in 
attendance including many well-known personalities: Leo 
Delaney (Jeanie Johnston Foundation), Jim Cherry (Aéroports 
de Montréal), Derek Price (MUHC) and Donald Bastien (CTV). 
The Society was well represented by Richard McConomy, 
Vivian Doyle-Kelly, Maura McKeon and Catharine McKenty 
among others. After the event concluded, everyone relaxed over 
a glass of wine or two and some fi ne cheeses.

The Irish Tradition is launched in Montreal

James Barriere, Judge Pierrette Sévigny, Carl Beaulieu 
and Dr. Michael Kenneally unveil the book’s cover

Judge Pierrette Sévigny holding the certifi cate 
and sculpture of the Order of St. Patrick

Carl Beaulieu signing the SPS copy of his book

Gearóid Ó hAllmhuráin, Leo Delaney and Vivian 
Doyle-Kelly sharing stories

By Anne Forrest

Photos: Anne Forrest
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By Ned Eustace

“Abdul, have you 
done the Haj?” I 

ask my 6ft 5 inch, 52 year-
old driver in Sierra Leone, 
inquiring about the Islamic 
exhortation to all Muslims 
to visit Mecca at least once. 
“No, and have you been 
to Rome?” he responds, 
his basso profundo laugh 
resonating with suitably 
cynical self-mocking 
humour. I knew right away 
we were kindred spirits 
when it came to organized 
religion. We haven’t looked 
back since my arrival here 
in early August.

Abdul, have you done the Haj?

Still recovering from the vicious civil war that ended in 2002 and 
profoundly embarrassed by the image left by the movie Blood 
Diamond, Sierra Leone has a claim few African countries can make. 
It had a successful non-violent transfer of power after its last national 
elections and there is a palpable determination to do it again in October 
2012 when the next vote takes place. A former British colony that 
was granted independence in 1961 Sierra Leone is an extremely poor 
nation with tremendous inequality in income distribution. While it 
possesses substantial mineral, agricultural, and fishery resources, its 
physical and social infrastructure is still recovering from the war that 
resulted in tens of thousands of deaths and the displacement of more 
than 2 million people (over a third of the population). The most visible 
evidence of the war is the presence of large numbers of mostly young 
male amputees throughout Freetown, the capital, and in provincial 
cities like Bo and Kenema. Now in their early to mid-twenties, these 
were mere children when attacked and brutalised. The rebels would 
take a machete to the limb on a whim offering the terrified victim a 
choice of an arm or a leg, cut-off above or below the elbow or knee 
and sometimes did both anyway. Pregnant women’s bellies were 
eviscerated by drug-crazed boy-soldiers (and occasionally girls) all 
for a bet on the unborn infant’s gender. The history of the civil war 
remains to be written, but it seems to have been neither tribal nor 
religion based. Sierra Leoneans see it as inspired by pure evil and 
driven by drugs and diamonds.

On a related but less gloomy note, Africa in general is soccer crazy 
and on weekends on the 3km stretch of surf-washed golden sand 
that is Lumley Beach in the Aberdeen district of Freetown there are 
very serious tournaments of amputee football teams. The players 
will be missing at least one leg and sometimes both arms, except for 
the goalie who will usually be missing only a leg. They move on a 
single crutch with amazing speed, agility and skill across soft sand 
seemingly unhampered and unaware of any limitation. As a spectator 
you become mesmerised by their evident talent and cease to see them 
as disabled.

In a market in Kenema, I saw a t-shirt inscribed with “If we’re so rich 
why are we so poor?” The economy is booming, yet unemployment 
remains high, inflation runs over 16% and wages are low – very low. 
My friend Abdul earns $90 a month – almost twice the salary of a 
high-school principal. He gets overtime but at much less than half of 
his regular hourly rate of 56 cents (this is not a misprint) an hour– this 
apparently is a hangover from the good old British days and perversely 
is designed to discourage overtime and indolence. The working-age 
population engages in subsistence agriculture. Manufacturing consists 
mainly of the processing of raw materials and of light manufacturing 
for the domestic market. Alluvial diamond mining remains the 
major source of hard currency earnings, accounting for nearly half 
of Sierra Leone’s exports. Yet the government exchequer sees less 
than $1 million annually in mining license fees because the mineral 
rights were sold off years ago to multi-nationals, including Canadian 
companies, by corrupt politicians who tricked local communities 
into selling their land. A number of offshore oil discoveries were 
announced in 2009 and 2010. The development on these reserves, 

Sierra Leoneans have the religion thing worked out if only the 
Christian missionaries would leave them alone! This terrible beauty 
of a country should find a way to bottle its tolerance and sell it to 
the world. It exists in abundance – more valuable than diamonds, 
gold or oil. It could be used as an energy drink and like Red Bull 
make us soar. It could bring world peace. This tolerance begins at 
home. Abdul’s late wife was a Methodist; his kids went to Catholic 
schools and are now Muslim and evangelical Christian respectively. 
In his last job before joining me, he drove the Irish Sisters of Mercy 
around Freetown. Animists (what Christians really mean when they 
call Africans pagan), Muslims, Catholics and Protestants of all 
stripes and hue inter-marry freely, are the best of friends and respect 
each other’s beliefs or lack thereof. Names don’t mean anything 
either – Mohammad, my other driver, is a Catholic. The country 
is roughly 60% Muslim and 40% Christian with both groups also 
harbouring animist beliefs sometimes called “ju-ju” to varying 
degrees – a foot in both camps, as you might say. 

The delicate social balance achieved across communities is 
endangered by the arrival of over-enthusiastic hordes of bible-
thumping American right-wing, pro-life evangelical missionaries, 
all hell-bent (no pun intended) on saving the souls of the near-
heathens. It’s a new and updated version of the white man’s burden, 
as if they didn’t have enough problems to occupy them at home. 
Not all foreign arrivals here are negative or do as much harm as the 
well-intentioned if naïve missionaries. For example, Mercy Ships 
ply the ports of West Africa delivering medical and dental services 
from well-equipped hospital vessels, and Irish nuns run by far the 
best schools in the country on a totally non-denominational basis 
with Catholics representing only 3.5% of the population.

Sierra Leoneans have western behavioral taboos and well-balanced 
priorities sorted as well. For example, on a recent Saturday night 
while dining with some friends and a senior government official, 
where the alcohol was freely flowing, his mistress reminded him 
they both had early mass in the morning and his wife would not 
wish to be late. Now there’s ‘reasonable accommodation.’

A member of St. Patrick’s 
Society, Ned Eustace is 

an international development 
consultant specializing in 
public financial management 
reform. His work  has taken 
him to Bulgaria, Armenia, 
Kabul and now Sierra Leone.  
He is a Managing Partner in 
the Ottawa-based consultancy 
Breckenhill Inc., which provides 
a range of professional services 
to the federal and provincial 
levels of government.  A former 
vice-president and director 
of St. Patrick’s Society, Ned 
was largely responsible for 
revitalizing NUACHT.

Cont. p.9
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More than 120 Irish dancers from the four Greater Montreal 
area schools were in Ottawa over the Remembrance Day 

weekend to compete in solo and céilí team competitions at the Eastern 
Canadian Oireachtas. This is the qualifying event for the World 
Championships to be held in Belfast at Easter and also the North 
American Championships in Chicago in July. This three-day event 
features competitions for boys and girls in single age groups from 
under nine to over 20 years. There are also four-hand and eight-hand 
céilí competitions. Dancers come from the 50 schools in Ontario, 
four schools in Quebec, and one each in New Brunswick and Nova 
Scotia. 

All the G.M.A. dancers were beautifully turned out and they all did 
their parents and teachers proud. The SPS played no small part in 
this presentation by funding the schools from the Cultural Grants 
Committee.

As it is very tough 
competition, there were 
many tears of joy and 
sorrow at the places 
earned. The Oireachtas 
is open to Championship 
level dancers and also 
pre - Cha mpionsh ip 
dancers, at the discretion 
of the teacher. Each 
dancer performed a 
hard-shoe dance and a 
soft-shoe dance and their 
marks were tabulated. 
The leading 50% of each 
competition is recalled 
to perform a set dance. 
The judges were brought 
in from Ireland, Italy, 
Great Britain and the 
U.S. for this event. 

Ist place winners: Griffin 
Schwartz & Liandra Doonan

Under nine four-hand céilí winners: 
Tom Stafford, Emile Choenière-

Shields, Jessica Feeney, and 
Maryka Domanski

Friday and Saturday we 
were entertained by the solo 
competitions and local dancers 
placed as follows: 1st places 
were Griffin Schwartz and 
Liandra Doonan. 2nd places 
were Natasha Woytiuk, 
Guillaume and Emile 
Choenier-Shields, James 
Houghton, Lucas Lawton, 
Meghan Kilmartin and 
Casey O’Brien. 3rd places 
were Elspeth McMurray 
and Casey Costello. All of 
the above qualify for the 
World’s as did Orla Mahon, 
Stephanie Coull and Amber 
Afseth who placed in the 
top 10 of their competitions. 
They are all students of the 
Bernadette Short School.

On Sunday we had the céilí teams from all the provinces totaling 
approximately 200 teams. They performed four-hand and eight-
hand figure dances. Many schools entered multiple teams in each 
competition so as to include all their students, where possible. It 
is not an exaggeration to say that the Bernadette Short School 
swept the board on Sunday at this Interprovincial competition. 
Their teams placed 1st, 2nd, and 3rd in Senior Céilí. The 1st place team 
took the cup back to Montreal for the 5th time in six years. They 
also placed 1st and 2nd in many other competitions and also placed 
highly in the rest – much to the amazement of the Ontario schools. 
Much of the credit goes to Marie Short and her assistants for their 
attention to detail in the drilling and preparation of the teams. A 
surprising number of former champions showed up in Ottawa to 
give their support to the 2011 competitors. These included Julie 
Dunn, Shannon and Marissa Keenan, Maria Cook, Stephanie 
Potter and Kelsey Menard.  The goodwill and camaraderie all 
around was amazing.  
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which could be significant, is still several years away. The young 
man wearing the t-shirt could well ask “If we’re so rich why are we 
so poor?” A very committed senior civil servant said to me recently 
that if the public really understood what had happened to the mineral 
wealth, it could cause a civil war. I’m only passing through here and 
I shiver at the prospect.

We rarely hear any good news from Africa but Sierra Leone may be 
the mustard seed from which hope grows. It is no longer the basket 
case that many other African countries are. Sixty years of development 
aid to Africa has produced little more than a dependency on aid and 
a kleptocracy at the highest levels, Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe 
being a good case in point. Sierra Leone is getting better but has a 

long way to go to clean up its act. However, less than 30% of its 
annual expenditure budget is now donor based, the balance coming 
from taxes and duties levied and collected by a slowly improving 
tax system. The extent of corruption appears less than in many 
African countries partly due to more sensible donor controls on 
funding; an indigenous and effective anti-corruption commission; 
and tight monitoring of government procurement by empowered 
public officials. No doubt the country will continue to have its 
share of major capital projects that go awry, just like in Canada, 
but the effort to achieve good governance and to establish a reliable 
civil service is being made. Also, the horror and memory of the 
last civil war and the desire to avoid another seems to have set a 

Cont. p.21

Abdul (cont.)

Montreal’s Irish dancers take the medals
By Pat Short
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The Jeanie Johnston Educational Foundation (JJEF)* has 
completed the first stage of its website about the impact of 
Canadian railways (www.canadarailwaytimes.com). In this 
stage, the JJEF outlines some aspects of the Irish contribution 
towards Canada’s railway system. The Emigrant Stone and the 
Victoria Bridge (built 1853-59) are only two of the important 
sites involving Irish-born engineers, workers, and political 
figures. 

The website is part of the curriculum of the Ministry of 
Education and is utilized by students and teachers in the 
English-speaking school system in Quebec through LEARN, 
the Government Agency which designates the materials 
approved for students at both the elementary and secondary 
levels and first year university. The lessons reflect the official 
curriculum in Quebec and other provinces.

Since the Grand Trunk (CNR) was the longest railway in the 
world in the 1850s–’60s, it changed Canada completely and is 
of great importance in the curriculum. The first stage of the 
website has been officially endorsed by His Royal Highness, 
the Prince of Wales in recognition of the fact that his ancestor 
opened the Victoria Bridge in 1860.

The endorsement of the site was facilitated by Rideau Hall and 
Mr. Kevin S. MacLeod, usher of the Black Rod and Canadian 
secretary to the Queen.

The JJEF is now planning the second phase of the site. This 
will tell individual stories of Irish railway engineers such as the 
Shanley Brothers, and politicians such as Sir Francis Hincks born 
in Cork Ireland in 1807, whose vision and political will established 
in 1840 the concept of building a railway  joining Upper and Lower 
Canada to the Atlantic. His contribution to history  has sadly 
been forgotten. Another noteworthy was Sir William Hingston 
whose contribution to Canada will be addressed in the second 
phase of the site.

Look at our web site for accurate historical facts and if you have 
something to contribute, contact us at: 
jeaniejohnstonfdn@videotron.ca  Tel;  (514) 341-7777 or (450) 
443-1464

(*The JJEF is named after the Quebec-built ship that carried 
Irish Famine immigrants many times across the Atlantic to North 
America without loss of life.)

Leo Delaney is chairperson of the Jeanie Johnston Educational 
Foundation.                                                

By Leo Delaney

The Jeanie Johnston Educational Foundation on a new track

He has been a consistent voice for equality, the elimination of 
poverty and a ‘citizenship floor’ of basic rights and participation 
below which no citizen should fall.  A feminist, Michael D., 
often together with his wife Sabina, has in particular fought 
for women’s rights in Ireland and abroad.

A renowned author, poet and speaker, he has a strong 
commitment to the Irish language. He also has a lifelong 
passion for sport and is a strong supporter of gaelic football 
and hurling as well as being president of Galway United.

Michael Higgins, a Catholic, takes up his duties as the ninth 
president of Ireland at a time when the Irish church is in turmoil 
and the Irish government’s relations with the Holy See are at 
low ebb. Some people are leaving the church in Ireland, others 
have stopped going to mass and respect for the hierarchy has 
plummeted.

In addition, the Irish government has stunned the Vatican by 
announcing that Ireland’s embassy to the Holy See will close 
permanently. Two other small Irish embassies are also being 
closed and the official reason given is to save money.

But scarcely anybody in Ireland believes that reason. Instead, 
most commentators say the Irish government took this action 
because of its continuing displeasure with Rome over its role in 
the child sex abuse crisis. To put it bluntly, the Irish government 
is still angry because it believes church officials in Ireland and 
Rome tried to obstruct the investigation into child abuse by civilian 
authorities in Ireland.  

The government believed and still believes that Rome’s nuncio 
in Ireland “provided a pretext for some members of the clergy 
to evade full cooperation with Irish civil authorities in regard to 
abuse of minors.”

More recently, a government spokesman said there is no question 
of an official invitation to the pope to next year’s 50th International 
Eucharistic Congress.

Michael Higgins will bring his own soothing brand of diplomacy 
to these troubled waters. He aims high.  As he said in his inaugural 
speech in Dublin on Remembrance Day, “It is my wish to be 
president for all the Irish at home and abroad.”

Irish president (cont.)

http://www.canadarailwaytimes.com
mailto:jeaniejohnstonfdn@videotron.ca
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By Paul Dunne

It’s very easy to underestimate the challenges faced by young 
immigrants coming to Canada from Ireland these days. Many 

would have entered college or trade school in an Ireland that enjoyed 
full employment, a booming economy, the highest living standards 
and quality of life in Europe only to wake up one morning to find it 
was all just a dream. The Celtic Tiger era was over and Ireland once 
again would be cursed by the need for its young to build their lives 
elsewhere.

But what’s the problem coming to Canada? We speak the same 
language and share the same values, after all. The Irish will integrate 
here very easily, right? Not so. To many coming here this is a strange 
and foreign land where people eat supper rather than tea, where you 
can’t buy a bag of Taytos anywhere and nobody either loves or hates 
Ryan Tubridy and the Late, Late. We know when we leave home that it 
won’t be the same. There’ll be lots we’ll be glad to leave behind. We’re 
excited about the adventure of living somewhere new, but we’ll miss 
family, and friends and a long list of other things that were part of our 
lives up to now and just aren’t there any more. More importantly, if we 
are coming to this new place and we need a job, we have no contacts. It 
takes time to build a network and for many of the young Irish coming 
here on a short term visa, time is a precious commodity.

A second successful networking event 
At the second networking event organized by the immigrant integration 
initiative in Hurley’s at the end of September last, what struck me 
most among the young Irish who turned up was the confidence and 
optimism they exuded. These are educated, highly qualified, hard-
working enthusiastic young people who just want a chance to show 
how valuable they can be to an employer. They came to Montreal 
in particular because they heard the craic was mighty or because 
Toronto and Calgary did not sound too exciting or Vancouver was 
too far. Or they came because they spoke fluent French and here was 
somewhere they could put their linguistic talent to  productive use. As 
they had in February, they turned out in September in large numbers 
to the event in Hurleys. And so too did the Montreal Irish community. 
Reaching out to help Irish immigrants is nothing new. The St. Patrick’s 
Society has been doing this since 1834 and it remains a core element 
of the SPS mission.  Now that there’s a real need to help, the Irish 
community is rallying around to welcome the newcomers and help 
them find their feet.

Despite its problems at the moment, the Irish government is focusing 
attention on the Irish diaspora. On the one hand, it represents a 
networking opportunity. Irish emigrants and descendants are in 
powerful and influential positions in industry and politics globally. 
Among many initiatives, the Irish government supports an assistance 
programme for emigrants through the Department of Foreign Affairs. 
At the September networking event, the Irish Ambassador to Canada, 
Dr. Ray Bassett,  presented SPS with a cheque for $4,500 on behalf 
of the Irish government to fund the immigrant integration initiative in 
Montreal. Most of this will be spent on the development of a website 
that new arrivals can use to connect with Montreal before and during 
their stay here. More on the website later.

Dr. Bassett also announced that an immigration centre would be 
opening soon in Toronto and there is currently a call out to fill a 
full time position as executive director of the centre. If you are 
interested in applying for the position or know someone who 
might be, contact SPS at office@spsmtl.com and the details will 
be forwarded to you.

As with the first event, the turnout was magnificent. There 
were representatives of employer groups, members of the 
Irish community and lots of new young Irish immigrants. The 
atmosphere was lighthearted and informal and productive in the 
sense that these young people made connections that helped them 
navigate their way forward. Special thanks are due to the volunteers 
who helped with the organization this time: Ruth Hanna, Jemma 
McLaughlin, Tod Lunt and Hurley’s Irish Pub who supplied us 
with bottomless plates of delicious munchies for free.

Moving on
The website project is now well under way and we expect it to be 
online before the end of the year. Martha Lodge, herself a young 
immigrant from Drogheda, County Louth, is taking charge of the 
project and, in this issue of NUACHT, we have pleasure in unveiling 
the new logo which will grace the website captioned with Martha’s 
explanation of the meaning behind the graphic. The website  will be 
a space where new immigrants can gather all the information they 
need about Montreal in advance of coming here including advice 
on how to settle in and the coordinates of potential employers and 
members of the community willing to help. Martha is designing  
the website to be a template that can be used for similar initiatives 
in other cities across Canada.

It is important that the initiative stays active and relevant between 
events and the website will play its part alongside the existing 
Linkedin and Facebook pages both of which can be accessed 
through the SPS website at www.spsmtl.com 

Finally, we need more volunteers! If you are interested in playing 
a role, please contact us at integrationevent@gmail.com and we 
will rope you in to help out. 

The immigrant integration initiative gathers pace 

I.I.I.I. Logo

This  i s  a  p lay fu l , 
illustrative logo. The two 
figures show one reaching 
out and helping another. 
The line between them 
represents a ‘crossing 
over’ or ‘passage.’  This 
denotes immigrants 
already living in Canada helping newer arrivals. It also 
suggests community and support.

The first letter of each word in the type underneath the 
icon is highlighted in green. This stresses the initals of 
the initiative, IIII.

mailto:office@spsmtl.com
http://www.spsmtl.com
mailto:integrationevent@gmail.com
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By Diane Liben
Another year over for Tara Golf Club

Ph
ot

o:
 C

ar
ol

e 
D

er
yTara Golf Club held its fi nal golf tournament of the 2011 

season on October 1st at Caughnawaga Golf Club. Each 
year, in addition to the competition for the President’s Trophy, 
a foursome from Tara challenges members of the Irish 
community to enter their foursome in a competition for the 
Aer Lingus Trophy. This year the Irish Rugby team made up 
of John Dennett, Jimmy Heaslip, Ron O’Shaughnessy and 
Frank Rooney and the Tara team made up of Joan Tousaw, 
Richard Ruel, Bob Griffi th amd Betty Quinn were defeated by 
The Xpats team (the Born in Ireland Team) made up of John 
O’Shea, Lorcan Lawlor, George Mulqueen and Rosemary 
MacDonald. 

George Mulqueen was on a winning streak as he also won the 
President’s Trophy. At the banquet following the tournament, 
Lewis Fitzpatrick was presented with the prestigious Mike Cooney 
Trophy as Golfer of the Year and Diane Liben won the prize for 
the Most Improved Golfer. 

Diane Liben’s term as president of Tara comes to an end at the 
AGM, scheduled to take place on January 8th at the Masterpiece 
West Island (a seniors’ residence in Pointe Claire).
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Pat O’Shea with Lewis Fitzpatrick, winner of the 
Mike Cooney Trophy for Golfer of the Year

The Xpats, winners of the Aer Lingus Trophy: Lorcan 
Lawlor, Diane Liben (Tara Golf president), George 
Mulqueen, Rosemary MacDonald and John O’Shea

Having heard so much about Carl Beaulieu’s long-awaited 
book, The Irish Tradition, I was delighted to obtain a copy 

at the November 6th Montreal book launch. It certainly is a labour 
of love and bears testimony to the countless hours of research that 
have gone into its production. It is a veritable encylopedia of who’s 
who in Canada’s Irish community, past and present.

The book (60% English and 40% French) comprises 600 pages 
of which approximately one fi fth are devoted to photographs 
and maps. Divided into seven chapters of unequal length, it fi rst 
highlights Irish explorers in the fur trade (four in total). Things 
pick up in chapter two where 158 pages focus on such familiar 
names as Labatt, Shaughnessy and Cherry. In the third chapter 
(only 14 pages), we learn about the contributions of the likes of 
Sir William Hingston and Marconi. Chapter Four deals with the 
religious forces – beginning with St. Patrick himself and ending 
with Father Pops (Emmett Johns.) Chapter Five, “The Political and 
Diplomatic Figures,” discusses such luminaries as D’Arcy McGee, 
Louis Reil and General John de Chastelain. Next, “Major Cultural 
Figures and Events,” tells us about Marianna O’Gallagher (well 
known to NUACHT readers), Paul McCartney (though I’m still 
not happy with his inclusion in this book about “Canadian” Irish), 
the  Montreal St. Patrick’s Day Parade, and April O’Donoghue’s 
Celtic Festival. The fi nal chapter, including a superabundance of 
photographs, touches briefl y on places and personalities found 

across Quebec and the Ottawa region. Beaulieu concludes with a 
tribute to the McCord family.

A minor criticism is the use of the French punctuation « » for 
quotations throughout. Also, the English text would benefi t from 
further editing.

The author has received several glowing commendations for his work, 
one of which was from Dr. Ray Bassett, Ambassador of Ireland to 
Canada: 

“On behalf of the Embassy, I would like to heartily congratulate 
you on your great achievement in producing this volume. I know 
that many years of painstaking research and information gathering 
went into this very comprehensive and detailed work, and the 
result is a  highly useful, informative reference tool which will 
be of tremendous value to anyone interested in understanding the 
scale and scope of the Irish infl uence in North America.”

For more information or to obtain a copy of The Irish Tradition, contact 
edpatrimoine@bell.net or (418) 698-4554. The softcover edition is $60 
(plus $15 mailing fee) and the boxed deluxe hardcover limited edition 
is $125 (plus $20 mailing fee). Cheques should be made payable to 
Heritage Publishing Inc.m, 1119, Des Roitelets, suite 2, Chicoutimi, 
QC  G7H 6R3. Don’t delay as copies are in short supply.

By Anne Forrest
The Irish Tradition now available
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Pamela Cotter,  BA (First 
Class Honours) in Irish 
Music and Dance from the 
University of Limerick, 
has recently completed her 
MA in Ethnomusicology at 
University College Cork.  

Here is another entertaining 
account of her continuing 
adventures in Ireland and 
beyond.

Pam Cotter makes it to the podium in Aberdeen
By Pam Cotter
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It is all finished! Every last piece of coursework has been 
submitted and come December, I will be sporting the fashionable 

cap and gown once again to claim my official degree. This time last 
year, I was so busy running between Cork and Limerick, I thought 
this day would never come. So how is life post-MA? While the 
rest of my classmates are enjoying some well-deserved time off, I 
seem to be keeping up my hectic schedule. As I mentioned in the 
last issue, I only had one day to celebrate the end of writing my 
thesis before flying to Aberdeen, Scotland, to present my research 
paper, ‘Foreigners in the Session,’ to the European Seminar in 
Ethnomusicology. It was such an honour to be included with some 
of the top scholars in the field.

Considering I was only flying next door, my journey to Scotland 
took a surprisingly long 15 hours. Factoring in buses to Dublin, 
then from Edinburgh to Dundee to Aberdeen, there was very little 
time for sightseeing. Exhausted, I rushed to my hotel and only had 
enough time to shower off my travels before getting a taxi to the 
conference. The speaker before me became ill and cancelled last 
minute, causing me to walk straight onto the podium immediately 
after arriving. On the plus side there was absolutely no time for 
nerves to kick in. While the whole thing was a blur, I do know my 
presentation went well and I received some insightful feedback 
from the others. 

Once my presentation was over and I could relax, I had the 
opportunity to take in some other great panels. The range of topics 
being covered and nationalities involved seemed endless. For 
example, I spoke to one Canadian who has been living in Japan 
for the past ten years studying Traditional Japanese Festival music, 
and an American who has been examining the ethnic boundaries 
found in Transylvanian music and dance. Needless to say the 
conversation at the local watering hole was anything but dull. To 
top it all off, even though I hadn’t slept in over 36 hrs, the late 
night session was just too exciting to pass up. Imagine if you can, 
a Scottish bagpiper, a classical flautist, a jazz trumpeter, an Irish 
fiddler, and an English folk singer; a combination so unusual it 
could only succeed!  

Conal O’Kane and Pam enjoy the beautiful Buncrana 
waterfall in Co. Donegal

Now that I have experienced 
an ‘ethno’ conference first 
hand, I can see how they 
can become addictive. For 
this reason, I am still taking 
time to research and write in 
my spare time in the hopes 
of returning to the scene in 
the near future. Don’t get me 
wrong, even with my hectic 
schedule, I did take a moment 
to celebrate the end of my 
MA with a short trip up to 
paradise, a.k.a. Buncrana, 
Co. Donegal. Aside from 
beautiful beaches, the Inishowen region is also known for its 
high standard of Trad musicians and you can always count on 
a sensational gig. We may have had torrential rains the entire 
trip, but that did not keep us from exploring the caves on the 
beaches of the Isle of Doagh. In retrospect, perhaps that is how I 
got my current cold?  Anyways….along with being waterlogged 
all weekend, we also managed to catch the amazing CD launch 
of Tom Byrne’s Big Band.  

As wonderful as paradise is, I eventually had to take that 
eight-hour bus journey back to my responsibilities in Limerick. 
I am currently assisting my dance teacher with her classes in 
Gaelscoil an Ráithín (an Irish-speaking elementary school). 
My teacher firmly believes in the ‘sink or swim’ method of 
learning a language, so she has kindly thrown me into the 
deep-end in order to improve my Irish for the forthcoming 
TCRG. My first few days were a little shaky but luckily my 
few semesters of Irish are slowly coming back to me. These 
classes are in addition to the regular weekly TCRG classes, 
so it appears I haven’t truly finished serving my time in the 
education system after all.  

I t  s e e m s  t h e r e 
i s  a lw ay s  s o m e 
excitement around 
here. In fact, only a 
few days ago I took 
the plunge and cut 
off nine inches of my 
hair for the Pantene 
Beautiful Lengths 
programme to make 
wigs for those who 
lose their hair during 
cancer treatments. I 
highly recommend 
this to anyone with a ponytail to spare.  So for now, with my 
shorter ‘do,’ I am continuing my journey through Ireland with 
music and dance, hopefully landing a permanent position in 
the field some day soon.

Ph
ot

o:
 P

at
ri

ck
 O

’K
an

e

Pam showing off her ponytail 
destined for Pantene
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A couple of years ago the Ireland Protestant 
Benevolent Society, St. Patrick’s Society, the 

British Consul and the Ireland-Canada Chamber of 
Commerce hosted a group of disadvantaged young 
people from Northern Ireland and the Republic of 
Ireland at the McCord Museum for a reception at 
the Irish O’Quebec exhibit. 

On Tuesday,  November 1st, Mike Nelson of the 
IPBS received a call from his former McGill 
coach, Herb Madill, inquiring about McGill 
Redmen hockey tickets for a group of young Irish 
in Montreal for job-training. It turned out that the 
same Irish service programme – Wider Horizons 
and ERS (Empowerment, Results, Skills) – which 
hosted the group in 2009, now had another group 
of young people in town. 

The group of under-privileged, unemployed Irish youth from 
Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland were appreciative 
of their Montreal job-training stint and the chance  to mingle 
in a positive setting. The young people and their supervisors 
(about 25 in total) were very grateful and enjoyed the evening 
immensely. None had seen hockey live before and it was a barn-
burner introduction. They were all cheering and on their feet 
when McGill came back from a 3-0 defi cit and tied-up the match 
with the goalie pulled in the fi nal minute, and more so when the 
Redmen won in an overtime shoot-out.

In addition, McGill Athletics provided souvenir key chains and 
water bottles for all the young visitors. The kids were delighted 
with the mementos and the experience was a win-win for all. 
Everything went very well indeed, and the IPBS, SPS, the British 
Consul and ICCC should be proud of supporting this event.

Irish youngsters attend McGill Redmen hockey game 

The answer was yes for tickets and we felt that maybe we could 
do more. The usual prospects were canvassed and all came to 
bat once more in short order. Paul Loftus of the ICCC, Patrick 
Shea of SPS and the British Consul, Patrick Holdich, all joined 
in enthusiastically.

Thanks to the sponsors, a pre-game reception, including 
refreshments, took place in the McGill Alumni Lounge of the 
McConnell Arena. Georgia Johnston of SPS and the ICCC 
organized name tags to help identify the players on the board. 
Mike Nelson, IPBS past-president and current president of 
Friends of McGill Hockey, the British Consul, Patrick Holdich,  
Alistair O’Hara, past-president of SPS, and Paul Loftus, 
president of the Ireland-Canada Chamber of Commerce 
delievered a few words of welcome.  About 40 people attended 
including the supervisors George Glenn, Carol Tymchuk, Sara 
and others.

The Irish youngsters with some of their supervisors

An Irish youngster attending his very first 
ice-hockey game

 Great seats!

Photos courtesy of Carol Tymchuk
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The Ireland-Canada Chamber of Commerce drew a record 
crowd for the latest in their highly popular series of “Pub 

Quizzes” on Wednesday, October 5th. A total of 11 teams made 
up of four players each packed the back bar of the Irish Embassy 
Pub & Grill on Bishop Street in Montreal. This also marked the 
first time that the event was held at that particular location. 

Chaired by Jonathan Sullivan 
and co-hosted by yours 
truly (Casey Ryan), the two 
quizmasters did their best 
to stump the crowd with six 
different rounds of trivia. 
Being October, the quiz took 
on a decidedly Halloween 
feel with categories devoted 
to: Halloween, Candy, and 
Villains in History. ICCC 
chapter president Paul Loftus 
also contributed a series of 
questions of his own about the 
European Union.
As a result of a tie-breaking 
question, Sean Murphy and 
Martin Clifford (this time 
teamed with John Gilroy and 
Bernette McEvoy and calling 

ICCC haunts the Irish Embassy Pub & Grill with fall pub quiz

The second placed “Rovers” team won $25 gift certificates 
to the Irish Embassy Pub & Grill that were donated by the 
gracious hosts. Three other groups: The Savanats, The Sinking 
Euros, and Monty’s Crew rounded out the pack of winners with 
USB keys, business card holders, and ledgers donated by the 
European Delegation in Ottawa.

The Chamber would 
l i ke  to  than k the 
Irish Embassy Pub & 
Grill for being great 
hosts and supplying 
a generous variety of 
snacks to the hungry 
competitors.  They 
would also like to 
highlight the efforts 
of Brigitte Bonneville 
w h o  h e l p e d  o u t 
w i t h  p a r t i c i p a n t 
registrations and also 
acted as the official 
scorekeeper of the 
evening. 

The quizzes are held 
three times a year and 

provide a great opportunity to catch up with some old friends 
or meet some new ones. The next quiz will be held in February. 
You can find more information on this and other ICCC events 
at the Chamber’s website: www.icccmtl.com

themselves the Ftermonfedzin Gang) extended their winning 
streak and took home bottles of Bailey’s Irish Cream and Jameson 
Whiskey donated by Diageo. 

By Casey Ryan

Contestants agonizing over their answers

The Montreal GAA promotes Ireland’s two most popular national 
sports - Gaelic Football and Hurling - to the Montreal community. 

It also organises many social events. New members – male and female 
– are welcome, especially those new to the sport … and remember, 
you don’t have to be Irish 

On August 27th, the Montreal Shamrocks hosted Quebec Patriots in 
a challenge game which was won  by the home team.  The game was 
played in a great spirit and it is encouraging to see so many talented new 
players lining out for the Shamrocks. The Patriots were missing some 
players on the day so a second game was played with players mixed 
on both teams. This was a good warm-up game for the Championship 
match in October!

Then on October 22nd, the Montreal Shamrocks hosted a late-season 
tournament with teams from Ottawa Gaels and Quebec Patriots 
making the trip to Ste Julie. The Shamrocks were beaten by Ottawa in 
a very competitive fixture and the outcome could have been different if 
they had taken numerous goal chances. Quebec Patriots battled gamely 

By Paula O’Connor

Gaelic football is alive and well in Montreal

in both their games but came up against tough opposition. Thanks 
to both Ottawa and Quebec for making the trip – and to Hurley’s 
for organising post-match refreshments for all players.

The Quebec Championships were played on the Plaines d’Abraham 
on October 29th. Thirteen players from Montreal made the trip 
to Quebec City to take on the Patriots in this annual Quebec 
Championship fixture - now in its 6th year. The game was played 
in a competitive spirit but in the end the Shamrocks proved too 
strong for their local rivals with the score, Montreal Shamrocks 
6-11 v Quebec Patriots 0-4.

A new club has now been formed in Kingston and we hope to 
organise a mini-league between the four Eastern-based teams next 
season with games in Kingston, Ottawa, Quebec and Montreal.  
 
If you are interested in contributing to the Montreal GAA, be it as 
a player or social member, please contact us.
 montrealshamrocksgaa@gmail.com

http://www.icccmtl.com
mailto:montrealshamrocksgaa@gmail.com
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Erin Sports started in 1931 by a group of young men who were 
looking for a place to relax, sing songs and just hang out. The 
first clubhouse was in a shed behind a row of houses on Grand 
Trunk Street in the Point. The Erin Social Club was chosen 
as its first name. At Christmas time, these young men would 
distribute turkeys to the less fortunate in the Point. They also 
invited the children of these families back to their clubhouse 
for a Christmas party and to receive gifts. As the depression 
ended and these young men were a little better off financially, 
they started to give support to the churches in the area and 
other charitable organizations.
 
It is now 80 years later and these traditions prevail. To this 
day, Erin Sports hosts a Christmas party for underprivileged 
children. About 100 children come to the clubhouse and are 
fed, entertained by clowns and a magician, and given gifts from 
Santa. Just prior to Christmas, we deliver some 50 baskets of 
food to families. This past year we hosted a “Christmas in July” 
party at The Montreal Children’s Hospital on what was a very 
emotional day. The Association also distributes funds to many 
charitable organizations and minor sports associations in the 
south-west sector of the city.
 

On October 22nd, the Erin Sports Association celebrated its 
80th anniversary at Buffet Il Gabbiano in Ville LaSalle. 

There were some 300 people in attendance including Dr. Ray 
Bassett, the Ambassador of Ireland to Canada. Also present 
were many members of our sister societies including Anne 
Broden president of Innisfail, Patrick Shea president of St. 
Patrick’s Society, Mike Kennedy president of the U.I.S., Lynn 
Doyle president of Cine Gael and Paul Loftus, president of the 
Ireland-Canada Chamber of Commerce. The entertainment 
was provided by the Clahanes and DJ Sound Chek. President 
of  Erin Sports, Tim Furlong, welcomed everyone and delivered 
a brief history of the Erin.
 

Our fund-raising is done primarily through two events that we 
host each year. First there is The Irishman of The Year Breakfast 
which is one of the major events of the Irish season. About one 
thousand people attend the breakfast and are duly entertained 
and fed. At our 80th anniversary celebration, we were honoured 
to announce Mr. Bill Hurley as the Irishman of the Year for 2012. 
He is well-deserving of this title. Our second fund-raiser is an 
American Thanksgiving turkey luncheon when up to 100 people 
come to our hall to watch football and help raise some funds 
through silent and live auctions.
 

Erin Sports is proud to say that one hundred per cent of all monies 
raised at these  events goes back into the community. With these 
traditions that started 80 years ago and continue, the Association 
hopes to be around for another 80 years and beyond.
 

The Erin Sports Association celebrating its 80th anniversary

Ambassador Ray Bassett, Rose Lipplatt and Tim 
Furlong, president of Erin Sports
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By Tim Furlong

Erin Sports is 80 years young!
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Celtic Harmonies International Festival, held in the Eastern 
Townships from October 1 to 9, 2011, was a great success. 

This long-awaited fourth edition of The Montréal International 
Celtic Festival welcomed 2000 people over a nine day period and 
presented 16 concerts, 14 workshops and four master classes in 
fi ve different municipalities.

Its mission of celebrating nature through music, dance and the arts, 
while celebrating the common historical roots that the traditional 
music of Quebec shares with music from the Old Continent, was 
most certainly accomplished.

The Opening concert ”Magical, Mythical Ireland” featured 
CRAN, one of the hits at the last Festival, with sean-nós dancer 
Jean-François Berthiaume, Québec’s Isabeau Corriveau on the 
harp, and Montréal’s talented Irish-born storyteller Mike Burns.

Festival-goers came from as far as Sweden, France and England, 
all four corners of the U.S. and six Canadian provinces to enjoy 
a wide variety of Celtic music including world-renowned Jean-
Michel Veillon of Brittany, The Tannahill Weavers and Cathy-Ann 
MacPhee of Scotland, Fernhill of Wales, as well as some of the best 
from Canada’s East Coast such as Cape Breton fi ddler Dwayne 
Côté, Newfoundland guitarist Duane Andrews, and PEI’s fi ddling 
sensation Richard Wood.

Quebec’s own critically acclaimed Dave Gossage and the Celtic 
Mindwarp provided festival-goers with a dazzling jazz element 
to a sold-out performance on a Monday night in Knowlton with 
their “Celtic – Jazzed” concert.  They were joined by the two 
“Dwaynes,” winners of this year’s East Coast Music Awards for 
Best Jazz Recording.

On the fi nal weekend, Fernhill performed to captivated audiences 
hanging on every note of Julie Murphy’s hauntingly beautiful 
voice. This Welsh quartet - an unusual combination of vocals, 
guitar, fi ddle and trumpet - makes intensely lyrical folk music that 
touches the hearts of all who hear them. While they enjoy a huge 
following in Europe, they were relatively unknown here and have 
certainly acquired many new fans on this side of the pond.

The closing concert, another sold-out performance, brought 
together 15 musicians on stage creating a powerhouse celebration 
of the roots of Québécois traditional music! The Tannahill Weavers 
of Scotland, Desi Wilkinson of Ireland, the four Bretons, and fi ve 
veterans of the Québécois traditional music scene delighted the 
audience and created the perfect conclusion to the Festival, with 
three standing ovations where the audience refused to sit down!

As the planners had hoped, the Festival was a gathering place 
for performers and spectators alike to meet, share their talents 
and experiences and to celebrate each other through the common 
medium of music. Many new musical contacts were made 
and friendships were formed that could only be fostered in a 
small-town atmosphere like the Townships. The community 

was embracing to the musicians and it is safe to say that an 
unforgettable experience was had by all. In the words of Seán 
Corcoran of CRAN, “It was quite unlike anything I’ve ever 
experienced... verging on the life-changing! The whole concept 
is wonderful... it’s a festival after my own heart, with a real 
engagement with local people and an ongoing real effect on 
local life and community. I felt like a little kid leaving all his 
new pals in summer camp. The sense of magic lasted right up 
to my moment of departure”

Celtic Harmonies International Festival another great success
By April O’Donoughue
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“Magical, Mythical Ireland” featuring 
Isabeau Corriveau and Mike Burns

UIS announces 2012 parade offi cials

The United Irish Societies of Montreal have selected 
the following people for the 188th annual St. Patrick’s 

Parade celebrations:

Grand Marshal Paul Loftus
Chief Reviewing Offi cer Danny Doyle Sr.
Simon McDonaugh Award Ernie Presseau
Liam Daly Award Jeff McCarthy

Irishman of the Year named

At the Erin Sports party in October, it was announced 
that Bill Hurley, well known to many of the Montreal 

Irish community, would be the 2012 Irishman of the 
Year.

Congratulations to Paul Loftus, Danny Doyle Sr., Ernie 
Presseau, Jeff McCarthy and Bill Hurley. NUACHT will be 
profi ling each of them in the February 2012 issue.
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What you may have missed from the Irish papers!
By Paul Dunne

Who guards the guards?

On the night of January 9, 2010, Anthony Holness was 
on his way home from a night out. Along the way, he 

stopped to urinate  which came to the attention of two Gardaí 
Siochána – which is what the Irish police are called. Mr. 
Holness allegedly resisted arrest and was pepper sprayed 
and then beaten by one of the Gardaí in full view of a CCTV 
camera. Mr. Holness complained to an independent body, the 
Garda ombudsman, which reviews complaints against the 
police in Ireland. The offi ce of the ombudsman decided that 
charges should be laid against the Gardaí concerned and, in 
early November, they were sentenced by a jury to terms of 
imprisonment up to three years. Needless to say, their careers 
as police offi cers are over. In sentencing them, Judge Leonie 
Reynolds said the courts would not “tolerate misbehaviour of 
a criminal nature by the police.” This is how Ireland deals with 
transgressions by its unarmed police force. Contrast that with 
how complaints against the police are investigated in Quebec. 
Will we ever see Montreal’s armed police  similarly held to 
account for their actions? I’m not holding my breath.

Habemus uachtarán

As you will read in this issue’s cover story, Ireland has a 
new President (Uachtarán in Gaelic). In the last issue 

of NUACHT I wrote how the race for Ireland’s White House 
was about as exciting as a 20-yard dash by octogenarians on 
walkers. I have to say it spiced up a bit afterwards. Martin 
McGuinness, ex-leader of the IRA and deputy fi rst minister 
in the Northern Ireland executive, threw his hat in the ring.  
David Norris who had bowed out, bowed back in. Dana, whom 
those of us of a certain generation will remember as an Irish 
Eurovision song contest winner, entered the campaign with 
feet fi rmly planted in mouth and, with only four days to go 
to the election, the polls were topped by Sean Gallagher, a 
school dropout from Cavan, whose main claim to fame was as 
one of the “dragons” on the Irish equivalent of the “Dragons’ 
Den” TV show. However, in the very fi nal television debate, 
Martin McGuinness successfully linked Mr. Gallagher to the 
previously governing Fianna Fáil party whose brand is  now 
so toxic that even this  tenuous link was enough to scuttle his 
presidential hopes completely. With the front runner falling at 
the post, the fi nal winner was Michael D. Higgins, a 70-year-old 
poet and former Labour party cabinet minister. He offi cially 
assumed offi ce on November 11th for a term of seven years. We 
look forward to welcoming him to Montreal and no doubt he 
would love us to visit him too in Áras an Uachtaráin for a cup 
of tea. Just call fi rst.

… and this just in

Irish newspapers are reporting that the new President will be 
including an emigrant in his seven-member council of state 

which advises the President on constitutional issues related to 
laws he is asked to sign. If true, this will be the fi rst time an 
emigrant has played such a signifi cant role in Irish government 
and it makes a very powerful statement about the importance 
to Ireland of the diaspora.

Before we get too smug

Although the euro-crisis spotlight has shifted away from Ireland 
to focus on Greece and Italy, Ireland’s economic woes continue. 

Unemployment is stubbornly high at 14%, the government defi cit 
will have to be reduced by €3.6bn next year and 2012 will be a 
year of little or no growth or maybe even recession. The common 
problem in the euro zone is the excessive level of public debt and 
when economic growth is low, the debt will continue to grow unless 
governments drastically reduce spending. Debt to GDP is the common 
measure of indebtedness and Ireland’s percentage is 94%. Once you 
get to 100%, you can’t use economic growth to reduce debt unless 
your annual rate of growth exceeds the rate of interest you pay. That 
ain’t gonna happen anywhere in Europe for a while. But guess what? 
According to the OECD, Quebec’s debt to GDP ratio is also about 
94% if you add in its share of the federal debt which one presumes 
would be the case if Quebec were independent. And this province still 
runs a substantial annual budget defi cit so the debt level continues to 
increase like Ireland’s. OK, the comparison is unfair on a number of 
levels but, before we get too smug, let’s just bear in mind that there 
but for the grace of God.......

Plus ça change

Two stories out of the Irish newspapers in November serve to 
illustrate that having an election and changing a few faces at the 

top doesn’t necessarily lead to different results. The fi rst concerns 
a senior civil servant called Kevin Cardiff who has been named in 
the media as the man in the Department of Finance responsible for a 
€3.6bn error in measurement of the government debt. Oops! Now, in 
the private sector this would not likely be a career enhancing move. 
However, in the wonderland of the public sector this means it’s time 
for a promotion! And not any old promotion, mind you. Given Kevin’s 
creative facility with numbers, the obvious spot for him would be in the 
European Court of Auditors. Hmm, maybe the government reckons 
there’s more than one way to reduce all that EU debt! 

Then after the European Central Bank reduced its key interest rate, the 
government made a media show  of demanding that the three main 
banks pass the decrease on to their mortgage clients. This was to be 
a fl exing of government muscle and a stand in solidarity with the 
people against the evil banks. The banks, all of which are only still in 
business because of taxpayer bailouts, said “no thanks” to which the 
government’s response was “OK.” So far, the score is three-zero for 
the banks. They secured a debt guarantee in 2008 (score one), bailouts 
later on to save their skins (goal two), and now refuse to pass on rate 
decreases (own-goal by gov). Unfortunately, you don’t always get a 
different score when you change the coach.

The following are serving on the Executive Committee 
of Cine Gael for the coming season:

Cine Gael Executive 2011-2012

Lynn Doyle (chair)
Kester Dyer 
David Hanley
Dana Hearne 

Tim Hine
Heather Macdougall
Antoine Maloney 
Marie Vallely  
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News from the School of Canadian Irish Studies
By Dr. Michael Kenneally

Courses beginning in January 2012

The School of Canadian Irish Studies will be offering seven new courses in January and will be 
continuing with two courses in the Irish language which began in September.  The new courses 
are:

Irish Music History from the Celts to Bono
Film Culture in Ireland
History and Memory in Ireland 
The Great Famine
Celtic Christianity
Irish Literature and Nation in the 19th Century
Contemporary Irish Women’s Writing 

Each of these is a three-credit course.  For course schedules consult our website at:
 http://cdnirish.concordia.ca/ , email cdnirish@alcor.concordia.ca , phone (514) 848-2424, ex 
8711. 

Members of the public are welcome to take these courses and to attend the free lectures.  For 
further information, contact the School at (514) 848-2424 ex 8711 or email:
 cdnirish@alcor.concordia.ca.  The website is:  http://cdnirish.concordia.ca/ 

On Thursday, November 3rd, about a 
hundred people drawn from the School 

of Canadian Irish Studies, the Concordia 
community and the Montreal Irish community 
gathered to celebrate the opening of the Father 
McEntee Reading Room. The School moved to 
new premises in the Hall Building in June and, 
through the generous gift of an anonymous 
donor, created a Reading Room that not only 
holds the School’s extensive book collection 
but also features state-of-the-art audio-visual 
equipment.  

The room is named in honour of Father 
Thomas McEntee, the much-beloved Montreal 
Irish Roman Catholic priest who died in May 
2008 at the age of 84. From the inception of 
Canadian Irish Studies at Concordia in 1991, 
“Fr. Tom,” as he was known to everyone, 
attended many lectures and participated in 
discussions. In 2001, he also donated his 
modest collection of Irish books to Irish 
Studies.  

Inauguration of the Father McEntee Reading Room at the School of Canadian Irish Studies

Several of Father McEntee’s relatives and close friends were in 
attendance at the reception. Dr. Frederick Lowy (President and 
Vice-Chancellor of Concordia University), Dr. Brian Lewis (Dean 
of the Faculty of Arts and Science) and Dominique McCaughey 
(Vice-President, Advancement and Alumni) all spoke proudly of 
their Irish connections and spoke of the cooperation of the Irish 

associations in Montreal and in particular the exceptional 
work done by the Canadian Irish Studies Foundation.  

The library in the McEntee Room is available for 
consultation and study during hours when it is not being 
used for meetings, classes and public lectures.

Cutting the ribbon. (From l. to r.)Michael Kenneally (Principal, 
School of Canadian Irish Studies), Frederick Lowy (President and 
Vice-Chancellor) Dominique McCaughey (Vice-President, Alumni 

and Advancement), Brian Lewis (Dean, Faculty of Arts and Science)
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Par Alexandre Boulet

 Fergus revint et confi rma que c’était Cúchulainn qui s’investissait 
à leur barrer la route à partir de la rive adverse. Mais Medb, 
persuadée que la destruction du pont constituait la solution pour 
purifi er cette prophétie maudite, commanda à ses troupes de 
poursuivre leur chemin. Ils arrivèrent près du pont détruit où 
ils se fi rent apostropher par le chien du forgeron. Voici ce qu’ils 
pestèrent.
 
 — Quoi, ne tremblez-vous point devant votre douloureux destin? 
Je suis votre fi nalité, les confi ns de l’aveugle course de votre reine 
ivre de cupidité. 

— Vaines paroles prononcées de celui bientôt déshonoré. Ton 
demi-courage t’assujettit à demeurer seul sur la rive du naufrage! 
Maintenant, qu’un nouveau passage succombe à notre historique 
voyage. 

— Oh, reine éperdue, quel est ce langage impétueux qui t’éloigne 
de la retenue? Cette rive, une pure euphorie pour celui qui veut 
démontrer par quel courage vous sombrerez!

— Montre-nous donc ta valeur! Nage, petit chien, nage dans le 
courant tumultueux de la Shannon. Vite, petit chien, cours vite 
nous rattraper! 

À ces mots, Cúchulainn plongea dans la rivière. Il nagea jusqu’au 
milieu en une fraction de seconde. Se dressant sur la pointe de 
ses pieds, il marcha quelques instants sur les vagues puis effectua 
le saut du poisson pour fondre sur l’ennemi avec son Gae Bolga. 
Dans une furie guerrière, il transperça le corps des guerriers à 
proximité et l’éclair de son javelot décima le reste des dizaines de 
trente centaines de guerriers. Medb, accompagnée de Fergus et de 
ses conseillers, s’enfuirent dans une tour. À l’abri, elle planifi ait 
déjà sa vengeance.

Alexandre’s fascinating 
series continues

Conte inspiré de « La Razzia des vaches de Cooley ». Je vous 
invite à découvrir ce livre sur mon blogue. 
http://lesbuzzculturels.over-blog.com/

Alexandre chose to 
write a short story 
based  on  an  o ld 
Celtic event.  The 
fi rst half of his story 
was published in the 
September issue of 
NUACHT. Here is the 
conclusion.

http://lesbuzzculturels.over-blog.com/

Par une lune gibbeuse ascendante, Fergus et le druide se 
consacrèrent au souhait de Medb. Le druide traversa le 

campement pour rejoindre une première pierre enfoncée dans 
la terre en bordure du lieu de rassemblement, au sud-ouest. Dès 
qu’il la toucha avec la lame de sa dague enchantée, elle devint 
tendre. Ce ramollissement lui permit de tracer son inscription 
oghamique avec facilité. Alors qu’il gravait dans la pierre les 
dernières lignes de la formule, une lumière violette, tel un fi n 
rayon, se propulsa de la pierre vers une pierre adjacente située 
à l’ouest. Le druide s’occupa d’enchanter chacune des pierres 
entourant le campement pour commencer la création du carré 
énergétique. 

À ce moment, Fergus rebroussa chemin vers Cúil Sílinne pour 
tenter de trouver une pierre qui compléterait l’incantation. Il 
dénicha un rocher enfoncé au sein d’une falaise. Il en arracha 
un morceau et revint au campement où le druide concluait 
ses écritures féériques. Fergus installa la pierre au centre du 
bivouac et inscrivit la même formule. À l’instant où il enleva 
sa dague, les inscriptions se mirent à luire de la même lumière 
surnaturelle. Elles attirèrent de nouveaux faisceaux magiques 
qui émanèrent des pierres enchantées pour parcourir jusqu’à la 
nouvelle pierre. Le rituel terminé, un dôme d’énergie recouvrait 
le campement; il allait les protéger durant la nuit. Tous 
s’endormirent dans leur tente, alors que Fergus somnola près 
de la pierre centrale sous un ciel couvert d’une mer d’étoiles. 

Au matin, quelques fl ocons dansaient dans le ciel et formaient 
un tapis de neige au sol. Certains d’entre eux tombèrent sur 
le nez de Fergus, ce qui le réveilla. Il regarda vers le ciel, le 
soleil était déjà levé. L’air frais, crispant, annonçait la venue 
prochaine de Yule. La troupe démonta le campement et prit le 
chemin de Badbgna puis rejoignit Coltain pour déboucher sur 
la route longeant la rivière Shannon. Alors qu’ils cheminaient 
au long de la rivière, Fergus aperçut, de ses yeux de géant, la 
silhouette d’un guerrier qui guettait le pont à partir de la rive 
voisine. Il en avertit Medb. Cette annonce lui suscita un frisson 
qui lui traversa le corps. Sa peau, d’un rouge vif d’énergie, 
devint pâle tandis que ses yeux tentaient de furtives évasions. 
Elle arrêta son char. Puis, ordonna à Fergus d’aller réduire le 
pont en petits morceaux et de vérifi er l’identité du guerrier.
 

La prophétie du Sidh (partie 2)
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People in the news …
By Pat Short

Congratulations to playwright Colleen Curran for her very 
successful run of True Nature at The Centaur Theatre from 
October 4th to November 6th.  She was thrilled with the director, 
the cast and the set, and, needless to say, with the reactions of the 
audiences.  Colleen has had other plays produced in professional 
theatres across Canada but this was her first at The Centaur.  Quite 
an achievement for a Montreal girl, she says.  Rumour has it that 
the play may be produced in Australia next year.  We’ll keep you 
posted.

On another literary note, Peter Behrens the author of The O’Briens 
told NUACHT that his Governor-General Award-winning novel, 
The Law of Dreams, has been translated into French and published 
in Paris by éditions Bourgois.

Kathleen Tierney Shea Johansson (daughter of Margaret 
Shea and Society past-president Peter Shea and sister of Society 
president Patrick Shea) and her husband Henrik Johansson 
welcomed their second child, Oskar Peter Johansson, on October 
24th.  The family, including two-year-old daughter Klara, lives 
near Saratoga Springs, New York after a summertime move from 
Dresden, Germany.

Finally, the Society welcomes the following new members: Conor 
Barry, Glen Patrick Carlin, Casey Costello, Brant Hinkey, 
Hilary Morden, Marie-Anne Paquette and Sheree Mildred 
Young.

marker in the sand. The potential wealth of this small, verdant and 
scenic country of 5 million is enormous and the prospects for the 
future are drawing qualified people back from the diaspora some 
motivated by greed but many wanting to help rebuild a country 
they haven’t seen since childhood.

The modern Irish connection to Sierra Leone is in the presence 
of teachers, mostly nuns attached to religious orders. Aid workers 
from Irish NGOs and Irish Aid, Ireland’s equivalent to CIDA, are 
also seen occasionally. Historically, however, our mark on Sierra 
Leone and West Africa in general is less laudable. Irishmen are 
well represented is the slave trade both as dealers locally in Africa 
and as slave ship owners. The Pompey Slave Museum in Nassau 
in the Bahamas has an extensive history of especially nasty Irish 
slavers. 

The Canadian connection is perhaps more interesting but also 
relates to slavery. In Sierra Leone the Krios are a well-educated 
dominant ethnic group descended from mixed African races 
of slaves from the Caribbean and from the Thirteen Colonies 
(Black Loyalists) resettled here from Nova Scotia. Arriving in 
Freetown from Canada between 1792 and 1855, they make up 
about 5% of the Sierra Leone’s total population (about 377,003 
people), and they live primarily in Freetown. The Krios speak a 
language of the same name as well as English. Krio is based on a 
blend of European languages, primarily English but also including 
French, Spanish and Portuguese and is used as a lingua franca 
throughout Sierra Leone. Together with the 300 year-old Lebanese 
community the Krios dominate business and the professions and 
are well represented in the senior ranks of the civil service and 
judiciary. They tend to have hyphenated English family names. For 
example the Auditor General, to whom I am an advisor, is Lara 
Taylor-Pearce. The names are believed to be derived from those 
of their forebears, the slave masters.

Living conditions for the average citizen are primitive. In rural 
areas the round mud-built palm leaf roofed hut is still alive and 
well and in much of the country electric power has not arrived 
– but everyone has a cell phone. In Freetown the ordinary poor 
live in appalling galvanised iron shanties that make Soweto look 
up market. In some instances these jerry-built hovels are formed 
on partly compressed piles of garbage adjacent to creeks. In the 
rainy season they get flooded out and at any time these places 
are rat, snake and disease-infested cesspools. Malaria and water-
borne disease are the big killers and Sierra Leone holds the 
unenviable record for the highest under-five child mortality rate 
in the world. 

Yet there is hope and Abdul says things are much better now 
despite everything. But he’s not going to Mecca any time soon and 
in solidarity with him I won’t head for Rome either.

Have a happy Christmas and think about just how well off we 
are.

Abdul (cont.)
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Coming up on the  Irish Show
By Amber Lebrun

The Irish Show is gearing up for the Christmas season which 
is just around the corner. Be sure to check out the Irish 

Show on http://www.cjad.com/IrishShow.aspx for the latest on 
the Irish community in Montreal and abroad.

Here are some of the guests we are hoping will appear on The 
Irish Show...

• Michael D. Higgins, the 9th President of Ireland.

• The Irish Rovers will be live in Studio in November  
 telling us about their upcoming Montreal show on  
 December 10th.

• Carol McCormick will be telling us about this  
 year’s St. Patrick’s Society Christmas Concert.

In December we are working on telling you about the United 
Irish Society’s Christmas Basket distribution programme. We 
will also be announcing and talking to the recipients of the 
2012 Liam Daly and Simon McDonaugh Awards.

And, fi nally, for our last show of the year, we will be announcing 
the 2012 Grand Marshal and the Chief Reviewing Offi cer for 
the upcoming St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 

Be sure to fi nd us on Facebook and Twitter and be sure to tune 
in and support YOUR local radio show. 

We can be reached at theirishshow@cjad.com. We’d love to hear 
from you!

Good news! The Holy Name Hall of Douglastown has been 
selected as one of the 10 fi nalists eligible to win a $30,000 

prize offered by the French specialized TV station Historia. 
The Holy Name Hall which is at the heart of the history of the 
Irish cultural life of Douglastown is the only heritage building 
selected in the Gaspé Coast. This annual contest is aimed to 
help a community save a heritage building. The winner will 
be announced December 17th and will be determined by the 
proposition which will have accumulated the most popular 

votes. The rule is one vote per person (or e-mail address) per day 
from November 18 to December 16, 2011. Stick a note on your 
computer screen as a reminder.

The link is :
 www.historiatv.com/concours/sauvez-un-batiment-de-chez-vous
and easy to negotiate.

The community of Douglastown warmly thanks you for your help.
Luc Chaput 

Votes needed to save the Holy Name Hall of Douglastown
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Around town

ERRATA
Please note that the family name of Lynda Premerl and 
Olive McAssey Premerl was incorrectly spelled in the 
September issue of NUACHT. 
Also, on the Calendar, the dates of the following should 
have read:

March 11   Mass of Anticipation
March 18   Green Mass

Two events on the South Shore

ICCC celebrates twenty years!

ICCC’s 20th anniversary celebration and annual Christmas 
reception will take place at the University Club, 2047 

Mansfield on December 8th, from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. The Irish 
Ambassador, Dr. Ray Bassett, will be the guest of honour 
and other members of the diplomatic community will be in 
attendance. There will be hors d’œuvres, an open bar, musical 
entertainment and door prizes. Tickets are $50.00 for Ireland 
Canada Chamber of Commerce members and $65.00 for non-
members. Please contact ICCC before December 6th if you plan 
to attend. Mail your cheques to : ICCC, 500 Place d’Armes, 
Suite 2920, Montreal,QC H2Y 2W2. For more information, 
contact@icccmtl.com.

Chateauguay Academy of Irish Dancing (CAID) is planning 
two events during the coming months. The fi rst of these is 

the  Christmas Recital, on December 11th, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., 
at the Mosher Auditorium of Billings High School on McLeod 
St., Chateauguay. There will also be a bake table and raffl e. In the 
new year, the Annual Spaghetti Dinner, will be held on January 
28th. Admission for both events is adults $10, children under 12 
$5, under fi ve free.. For more information on the above or about 
CAID, contact Donna Walker at (450) 692-3842.

Harold Griffin, author of f ragile boys, f ragile men, 
is launching his latest novel, Three Letters to Pine 

River.  This will take place on Sunday, November 27th at the 
Canadian Legion, 3015 Henri Dunant, Lachine. The event 
runs from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.  and there will be entertainment 
(Irish dancing, singing performances, and a reading by the 
author). Refreshments will be provided as well as a cash bar, 
courtesy of the Legion. 

Book launching in Lachine

MCLL (McGill Community for Lifelong Learning) will 
present a study group on Ireland: History and Culture 

up to Partition, every Tuesday from 9:30-11:30, for ten weeks 
from January 17 to March 20, 2012.  Co-moderators will be 
Audrey Speck and Mary Ann Mongeau.  MCLL is based on 
a peer-learning model so members of the study group are 
expected to make presentations on topics related to the subject.  
This makes for lively participation and discussion.  Membership 
in MCLL is required.  For further information about MCLL 
and the study group on Ireland, please go to Google and enter 
“McGill Community for Lifelong Learning.”  The telephone 
number for MCLL is (514) 398-8234 (during business hours, 
Monday to Thursday).St. Patrick’s Society invites all its members to the Montreal 

West Curling Club, 17 Ainslie Road to celebrate the 
Christmas season. This popular annual event gets under way 
at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, December 7th. As usual there will be 
entertainment and refreshments will be served. If you plan to 
attend what is always a great way to spend an evening, please 
RSVP no later than December 1st by phone (514)481-1346 or 
by email:office@spsmtl.com 

Society’s Christmas reception for members

Learn more about Irish history and culture

UIS would like to invite young women of Irish descent to 
participate in the St. Patrick’s Parade Queen Selection 

Evening.  This public speaking event will be held on February 4, 
2012 at Buffet Sorrento. Participants must be single, between 18 
and 25 years of age, Canadian citizens and residents of Montreal 
or surrounding area. The Grand Prize is a trip to Ireland.  For 
more information, please visit :www.montrealirishparade.com 
or call Colleen at (514) 426-4588.

Search for royalty now on
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St. Patrick Square
(514) 481-9609

We are Cote St. Luc’s best-kept secret for an active community apartment building designed for autonomous individuals 55 and 
better and young at heart.  A stone’s throw from the Cote St. Luc shopping centre, the post office, bus lines, banks and the CLSC. 
View the video on our web site www.stpatricksquare.com or visit: 6767 Cote St. Luc Road, Suite #1, entrance via King Edward.

Andrea Bobkowicz
Sun Life Building
1155 Metcalfe, Suite 1438
Montreal, Quebec  H3B 4S9
Telephone: (514) 871-4339
 1-866-843-3088
Fax: (514) 843-4447

E-Mail:andrea.bobkowicz@nbf.ca

DATE EVENT FURTHER INFORMATION

 

Nov. 24  ICCC Craic agus Comhrá, The Irish Embassy Pub & Grill, 1234 Bishop St., 5:30 p.m. ICCC 845-0973
Nov. 27  UIS Christmas Draw, St. John Brébeuf Church, LaSalle (after General Meeting at 1: 30 p.m.)              jeskelton@videotron.ca
Nov. 27  St. Patrick Square, Christmas Craft Sale, 6767 Cote St. Luc Rd., noon to 4 p.m. Georgia Remond 484-9609
Nov. 27  Book Launch (Three Letters to Pine River), Canadian Legion, 3025 Henri Dunan, Lachine, 2 p.m.,  Harold Griffin         (450) 455-5009 
Dec. 1  SPS Christmas Concert, St. Patrick’s Basilica, 7:30 p.m. Carol McCormick 386-8082
Dec. 4  Nurses without Borders in Senegal, slide show by Carol McCloskey, St. Patrick Square, 2 p.m. Georgia Remond 484-9609
Dec. 6  Ógra event: Canadiens vs. Columbus Bluejackets, Bell Centre Tod Lunt 481-1346
Dec. 7  SPS Members’ Christmas Reception, Montreal West Curling Club Tod Lunt 481-1346
Dec. 8  Innisfail Members’ Christmas Party (w. invited guests), 7 p.m., NDG Legion (Addington/ De Maisonneuve) Ann Broden             (450) 465-3421
Dec. 8  ICCC Christmas Reception, The University Club, 2047 Mansfield, 5:30 p.m., $50 members/$65 non-members ICCC 845-0973
Dec. 11  Chateauguay Dancers Christmas Recital, Billings High School, Chateauguay, 1 p.m. Donna Walker         (450) 692-3842
Dec. 10 GAA Annual Christmas Banquet, Hurley’s Irish Pub, 1225 Crescent St. Montrealshamrocksgaa@gmail.com
Dec. 29  ICCC Craic agus Comhrá, The Irish Embassy Pub & Grill, 1234 Bishop St., 5:30 p.m. ICCC 845-0973
Jan. 15 UIS General Meeting, St. John Brébeuf Church, LaSalle, 1: 30 p.m.              jeskelton@videotron.ca
Jan. 26  ICCC Craic agus Comhrá, The Irish Embassy Pub & Grill, 1234 Bishop St., 5:30 p.m. ICCC 845-0973
Jan 27 Cine Gael Opening Night and Reception, De Sève Cinema, Concordia  Lynn Doyle 481-3503
Jan. 28  Chateauguay Dancers Annual Spaghetti Dinner, adult $10, under 12 $5, under 5 free Donna Walker         (450) 692-3842 
Feb. 3 Cine Gael, De Sève Cinema, Concordia  Lynn Doyle 481-3503
Feb. 4 UIS Queen’s Selection Evening, Buffet Sorrento, 1275 Dollard, LaSalle, 7 p.m., $25.00 Colleen Murphy 426-4588
Feb. 12 UIS General Meeting, St. John Brébeuf Church, LaSalle, 1: 30 p.m.              jeskelton@videotron.ca
Feb. 17 Cine Gael, De Sève Cinema, Concordia  Lynn Doyle 481-3503
Feb. 23  ICCC Craic agus Comhrá, The Irish Embassy Pub & Grill, 1234 Bishop St., 5:30 p.m. ICCC 845-0973
Mar. 2 Cine Gael, De Sève Cinema, Concordia  Lynn Doyle 481-3503
Mar. 9 SPS Charity Ball, Marriott Chateau Champlain Hotel Tod Lunt 481-1346
Mar. 11  Mass of Anticipation, St. Gabriel’s Church, 2157 rue Centre, Montreal, 11:30 a.m. Beverly Murphy 932-0512
Mar. 16 179th Annual Luncheon of St. Patrick’s Society, Hilton Bonaventure Hotel Tod Lunt 481-1346
Mar. 18  Green Mass, St. Patrick’s Basilica, 10 a.m. Mary McGovern 866-7379
Mar. 18 St. Patrick’s Day Parade, noon director@montrealirishparade.com
Mar. 24 Le Défilé de la St-Patrick de Québec Catherine McKenna  (418) 692-4764  
Mar. 30 Cine Gael Evening of Short Films, De Sève Cinema, Concordia  Lynn Doyle 481-3503
Apr. 13 Cine Gael, De Sève Cinema, Concordia  Lynn Doyle 481-3503
Apr. 22 UIS Annual General Meeting, St. John Brébeuf Church, LaSalle, 1: 30 p.m.              jeskelton@videotron.ca
May 3 Cine Gael Closing Night and Reception, De Sève Cinema, Concordia  Lynn Doyle 481-3503
May 19 Ville Marie Feis, Ste-Anne de Bellevue Pat Short 697-4343
Jun. 12 SPS Annual Golf Tournament Tod Lunt 481-1346

  

Dec. 10 GAA Annual Christmas Banquet, Hurley’s Pub, 1225 Crescent St.                       Montrealshamrocksgaa@gmail.com

http://www.stpatricksquare.com
mailto:andrea.bobkowicz@nbf.ca
mailto:jeskelton@videotron.ca
mailto:Montrealshamrocksgaa@gmail.com
mailto:jeskelton@videotron.ca
mailto:jeskelton@videotron.ca
mailto:director@montrealirishparade.com
mailto:jeskelton@videotron.ca
mailto:Montrealshamrocksgaa@gmail.com

