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Hydro-Quebec donation brings 
irisH MonuMent centre 

a step closer to reality
MONTREal,	May	15	2021	 -	Hydro-Quebec	
will	transfer	ownership	of	over	13,000	square	
metres	of	land	surrounding	the	“Black	Rock”	to	
the	Montreal	Irish	Monument	Park	Foundation.	
The	land	lies	near	the	Victoria	Bridge	in	Pointe	
St.	charles,	and	takes	in	the	site	where	more	
than	6,000	Irish	lie	buried	in	mass	graves.	This	
gift	provides	new	momentum	to	the	building	
of	an	 interpretive	centre	 to	 tell	 the	story	of	
the	1847-49	epidemic	and	the	history	of	the	
Montreal	Irish	community.

Fergus	 Keyes, 	 Board	 Member	 of 	 the	
Foundation,	describes	the	transfer	of	land	as	
a	“Wonderful	gift.”	He	adds,	“We	have	been	
working	 closely	with	Hydro-Quebec	 ever	
since	they	purchased	the	land.		This	has	been	
the	culmination	of	 a	 collaboration	and	 the	
beginning	of	a	great	partnership.”

Hydro-Quebec	 acquired	 the	 land	 around	
the	monument	in	2017	to	build	a	substation	
to	serve	 the	new	REM	transit	 service.	When	
it	was	 approached	by	 the	 Irish	Monument	
Foundation	to	partner,	it	was	very	conscious	
of	 the	historical	and	cultural	 significance	of	
the	site	to	Montreal’s	Irish	community.	It	has	
subsequently	 consulted	 extensively	with	
the	Foundation,	and	ensured	the	substation	
conforms	with	its	surroundings.

Hydro	Quebec’s	member	on	the	foundation	
board,	Marie-claude	Durand,	 says,	 “Hydro-

Quebec	 is	very	pleased	 to	be	 involved	with	
this	project,	and	to	assist	in	any	way	to	see	it	
become	a	reality.	We	expect	it	will	be	a	major	
tourism	attraction	for	people	from	around	the	
world,	but	especially	for	the	Irish	diaspora	in	
North	america.”

The	 Irish	Monument	 centre	will	 feature	
information	on	the	history	of	the	Irish	Famine,	
the	departure	of	millions	of	Irish	during	and	
after	the	Famine	and	the	story	of	Montreal’s	
Irish	 community	 to	 the	present	day.	 It	will	
honour	 the	many	Montrealers	 of	 every	
background	who	ministered	to	the	dying	Irish	
and	gave	their	lives	in	this	great	humanitarian	
effort.	 	The	 “Black	Rock”	was	placed	on	 the	
location	by	labourers	constructing	the	Victoria	
Bridge	in	1859,	who	discovered	the	remains	of	
the	Irish	dead.

close	 to	 40	per	 cent	of	 all	Quebecers	 can	
trace	their	roots	to	Ireland,	and	the	vibrancy	
of	the	Irish	community	in	Montreal	has	been	
evident	in	the	annual	St.	Patrick’s	parade,	one	
of	the	oldest	in	North	america.	The	Montreal	
Irish	Monument	Foundation	was	established	
with	 the	objective	of	building	a	permanent	
monument	on	the	site	of	the	“Black	Rock.”	

https://www.montrealirishmonument.com/
https://www.montrealirishmonument.com/
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This	is	the	third	installment	of	my	comments	in	Nuacht	as	President.	as	of	now,	I	have	yet	to	meet	any	member	face	
to	face	other	than	the	majority	of	the	Executive	and	several	directors.	But	as	the	saying	goes,	ça	va	bien	aller.	People	
are	being	vaccinated.	New	cOVID	cases	are	decreasing	as	are	net	hospitalizations.	The	government	is	gradually	
loosening	up	on	their	strict	but	necessary	measures.	I	am	looking	forward	to	meeting	you	at	the	golf	Tournament	
in	September,	hopefully	unmasked	if	it’s	safe.	We	will	get	there.

This	Irish	Season	was	like	no	other.	There	was	no	Queen’s	Selection	Evening,	no	charity	Ball,	no	Irishman	of	the	year	
Breakfast,	no	luncheon,	no	green	Mass	at	the	Basilica,	no	parades	(plural,	for	there	are	a	number	of	them).	The	Society	
relies	on	the	community’s	generosity	to	help	it	fund	its	cultural,	educational,	and	charitable	endeavours.	cOVID	has	
definitely	impacted	our	operations.	Our	friends	at	cN	have	committed	to	again	donate	a	significant	amount	to	the	
luncheon.	We	are	most	thankful	and	grateful	for	their	commitment	to	our	endeavours.

Speaking	of	the	luncheon,	congratulations	are	in	order	to	chairperson	Pamela	Mcgovern	and	her	team.	I	won’t	lie	
and	say	organizing	a	virtual	luncheon	of	such	magnitude	is	easy.	It	was	hard.	There	were	so	many	unknowns	and	
so	many	considerations.	We	had	never	even	thought	to	organize	something	of	that	magnitude	to	be	held	over	the	
Internet.	Thank	you	cOVID	for	getting	the	Society	to	think	outside	the	box.	With	a	lot	of	hard	work	and	a	little	faith	
that	it	would	work	out,		we	forged	ahead	and	it	did	work	out	rather	well.

although	the	Society	did	make	a	small	profit	on	the	event,	we	didn’t	come	close	to	raising	the	funds	that	we	do	in	
a	normal	year.	Having	said	that	I	want	to	again	remind	you	that	as	a	registered	charity	the	Society	does	issue	tax	
receipts	for	donations,	which	you	can	make	online	at	https://spsmtl.com/charitable-giving/donate/

after	the	success	of	the	trivia	session	following	the	luncheon	it	was	decided	to	hold	a	trivia	evening	in	June.	That	
committee	is	hard	at	work.	We	hope	you	will	indulge	and	attend	one	more	virtual	activity.	The	questions	are	varied	
in	content	and	in	difficulty,	ideal	for	everyone	to	participate.	If	an	Ontario	resident	with	no	connection	to	Montreal	
can	finish	in	the	top	few	at	the	luncheon’s	trivia	session,	I	know	each	of	you	can	do	well.	Monies	collected	from	this	
event	will	be	sent	to	the	Montreal	Irish	Monument	Park	Foundation,	which	continues	its	work	largely	outside	of	
public	view	during	the	pandemic.	They	(and	we)	will	have	more	to	announce	in	the	days	and	weeks	ahead.

Finally,	although	there	is	an	article	within	the	pages	of	this	
edition,	I	want	to	say	how	sad	I	am	at	the	sudden	passing	
of	one	of	our	newest	directors,	catherine	Polson.	Despite	
being	new	to	the	team,	she	jumped	in	feet	first	and	got	
involved	 in	various	committees,	which	 is	 so	catherine.	
We	jumped	in	feet	first	together	from	2017-2019	in	the	
Polar	Plunge	benefitting	Special	Olympics.	She	even	did	it	
with	another	team	in	2016,	which	we	successfully	raided.

The	work	 that	 stands	out	 to	me	 is	 the	voice	work	 she	
did	 for	 the	luncheon,	 introducing	entertainment	and	
speakers.	 I	have	no	doubt	 that	cat	was	carving	out	a	
wonderful	niche	within	the	Society.	I	had	the	immense	
privilege	to	be	invited	by	the	family	to	the	visitation	on	
May	17th.	On	your	behalf	I	did	express	our	condolences	to	
the	family.	caring,	inviting,	inclusive	are	but	three	words	
to	describe	cat.

	Have	a	wonderful	summer,	my	fellow	members.	We’ll	see	
you	at	the	golf	Tournament.
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charity	luncheon	 	 Pamela	Mcgovern
communications		 	 carol	Mccormick
community	award	 	 Martina	Mclean
governance	and	Protocol		 christopher	Deehy
Investment	committee	 	 Paul	Doyle
golf	committee	 	 	 Dave	Dubeau
charitable	giving	&	Sponsorship	committee	 	 	
	 	 	 	 christopher	Deehy
Membership	committee	 	 louise	guimond
Nominating	committee		 	 christie	Brown
Strategic	Planning	 	 Vacant
youth	Wing	 						 	 caitlin	Moynan

Thank	you	to	our	committee	chairs	for	all	your	hard	work	
and	dedication	to	the	society.

SPS	committee	and	Event	chairs advertising	Rates	for	Nuacht
 Size                  One issue        Four issues       Saving     
 Card size $75           $200               $100
 1/4 page  $150           $350     $250 
 1/3 page  $200           $500     $300
 1/2 page   $250           $700               $300

All submissions are to be forwarded directly to our editor,  
Martina Branagan at nuacht@spsmtl.com

The deadlines for submissions are usually: September 3rd, 
November 15th, January 15th and May 15th.

Rates do not include layout or art. Please submit all art work in 
JPEG/PDF, sized accordingly. Rates do not include GST and 

PST, if applicable.

mailto:nuacht%40spsmtl.com?subject=Advertising
https://spsmtl.com/membership/transactions/
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By Martina McLean

The	only	luncheon	I’ve	missed	since	coming	to	Montreal	was	four	years	ago	when	my	youngest	brother	got	married	
on	St.	Patrick’s	Day	in	Dublin.	For	me,	the	luncheon	is	one	of	the	great	highlights	of	the	Irish	season	in	Montreal,	a	
not-to-be-missed	event.	In	2020	it	was	cancelled	in	the	interests	of	public	safety,	a	great	decision	albeit	disappointing.
This	year,	we	knew	it	needed	to	go	ahead.	It	was	important	for	the	community	to	gather,	to	remember,	to	celebrate,	
to	recognize,	to	honour	and	to	look	forward.	How	did	they	manage	during	the	so-called	“Spanish	Flu”	pandemic	
last	century	–	who	knows?	according	to	past-President,	alistair	O’Hara,	there	doesn’t	appear	to	be	any	record	of	
how	the	pandemic	affected	the	SPS	luncheon	if	it	at	all.	If	you’ve	any	stories	to	share,	please	contact	the	editor:	
nuacht@spsmtl.com

While	 I’m	sure	we	all	would	have	preferred	to	meet	 in	person	downtown	for	the	annual	St.	Patrick’s	luncheon	
this	year,	pandemic	times	called	for	a	different	approach	and	the	SPS	luncheon	committee	rose	to	the	challenge.	
Donning	their	creativity	hats,	they	set	to	work	months	before	the	big	day.	The	result	was	that	St.	Patrick’s	Society	
of	Montreal’s	annual	luncheon	went	ahead,	online,	on	March	17,	2021	with	160	connections,	many	of	which	had	
multiple	viewers.	It	was	an	informative	and	entertaining	event,	where	planning	had	required	a	lot	of	consideration	
about	approach	and	content	(live	or	pre-recorded	segments)	when	usually	the	chosen	venue’s	team	would	have	
implemented	and	complemented	the	work	to	be	done	by	the	committee.

Performers	included	Solstice,	The	Bernadette	Short	School	of	Irish	Dance	(all	dancers	were	wearing	masks),	Kathleen	
Mcauliffe	(soloist	for	the	two	National	anthems	–	Ireland	and	canada)	and	Terry	clahane	(accompanist),	as	well	as	
IDance	Duo.	

St.	Patrick’s	Day	greetings	were	recorded	by	prominent	and	well-known	members	and	friends	of	the	Irish	community	
in	Montreal	as	well	as	some	past	presidents	of	the	SPS.	Pre-recorded	messages	were	also	sent	from	the	President	
of	Ireland,	Michael	D.	Higgins,	Mayor	Valerie	Plante,	Premier	Francois	legault,	and	the	Prime	Minister	of	canada,	
Justin	Trudeau.

2020-2021	departed	SPS	members	and	friends	were	remembered	in	a	moving	photo	memorial.	For	those	who	have	
not	seen	it	or	would	like	to	view	it	again,	please	visit:	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O1mlVPu3cfu

The	community	award	recipients	for	2020	and	2021	were	honoured	by	community	award	chair,	Martina	Branagan.	In	

creativity and coMMunity triuMpH 
over covid on st. patrick’s day
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their	response	and	acceptance	of	the	award,	both	Peter	O’Brien	(2020)	and	James	acker	(2021)	were	keen	to	recognize	
the	many	volunteers	who	also	helped	and	continue	to	help	in	their	areas	of	outreach.	congratulations	to	all	involved.	

usually	our	guest	speaker	would	deliver	a	much	anticipated	speech	to	the	gathered	crowd.	This	year,	we	got	to	
know	our	special	guest,	ambassador	of	Ireland	to	canada,	Dr.	Eamonn	McKee	in	a	unique	format,	through	his	virtual	
conversation	with	Dr.	Michael	Kenneally,	Honorary	consul	general	of	Ireland,	and	Principal	and	chair,	School	of	Irish	
Studies.	There	was	also	an	opportunity	to	post	questions	in	the	chat.

Keen	to	get	out	and	about	to	meet	the	canadian	Irish	community,	Dr.	McKee	told	us	about	the	highlights	of	his	
career	to	date,	including	the	tense	and	rewarding	“Peace	Process”,	mentioning	the	talents	of	those	with	whom	he	
worked;	“Bloody	Sunday”;	being	in	New	york	when	9/11	happened;	the	lesson-sharing	and	cross	border	cooperation	
in	South	Korea,	the	Irish	charity’s	model	farm	in	North	Korea,	and	the	monument	to	the	Irish	veterans	in	the	Korean	
war;	a	small	peace-building	project	in	Israel,	and	the	amazing	city	of	Jerusalem.	Having	been	to	Montreal	before,	he	
visited	grosse	Ile,	Montreal	and	Toronto.	His	sense	over	the	last	six	months	is	that	the	rest	of	the	world	is	far	away	
because	there	are	oceans	on	both	sides	of	the	country,	that	canada	is	the	world’s	largest	village	because	of	the	
interconnectedness	between	people	despite	the	enormous	scale	of	the	country;	that	Ireland	and	canada	embrace	
diversity	and	both	are	very	focused	on	the	future	and	the	kind	of	society	we’d	like	to	be;	and	we	make	a	genuine	
effort	to	deal	with	our	respective	pasts	that	have	some	commonalities.	among	the	project	areas	envisaged	are	
political	cooperation	between	the	two	governments	(security,	climate	change,	Irish	heritage);	economic	promotion	
(e.g.	cETa),	public	diplomacy;	 Irish	services	abroad,	and	research,	 innovation	and	skills	 (need	to	map	them	and	
encourage	them	along	with	the	partner	relationships).	The	team	is	looking	to	consult	with	the	Irish	community	to	
understand	where	the	partners	are	and	where	the	potential	is.	and	though	they’ve	a	small	presence	here	in	canada,	
with	another	consulate	in	Toronto,	it’s	leveraged	by	the	local	committed	community	and	they	will	“follow	the	energy”.	

On	cOVID,	the	ambassador	appeared	positive,	seeing	an	end	in	sight,	hoping	lessons	would	be	learned	(e.g.	the	
importance	of	community,	contact,	outreach	and	our	common	humanity)	and	the	expectation	of	an	economic	
resurgence	due	to	repressed	demand.	That	said,	he	feels	that	Brexit	has	complicated	life	in	Ireland.	In	his	opinion,	
the	Irish	leaders	have	been	brilliant	in	protecting	national	interests,	(peace	in	NI,	ensuring	that	the	uK	&	Eu	deal	is	
a	good	one	so	that	the	uK	can	continue	to	be	a	prosperous	Irish	partner),	but	it’s	creating	a	lot	of	work	for	Ireland	
with	the	uK	outside	the	Eu,	resulting	in	a	need	to	reconstruct	the	bilateral	relationship	with	the	uK.	

after	the	Q&a,	moderated	by	SPS	President,	Ken	Quinn,	we	were	treated	to	IDance	Duo,	two	teachers	from	the	
Bernadette	Short	School	of	Irish	Dancing	–	see	article	starting	on	page	12	for	further	information	and	a	link	to	the	
entertaining	video	they	specially	prepared	for	St.	Patrick’s	Day	(see	page	18).

an	overwhelming	success	was	the	online	trivia	quiz	that	took	place	after	the	event.	The	overall	winner	was	Patrick	
Shea	with	an	impressive	general	knowledge	and	speed	in	response-time.

Our	thanks	go	to	Pamela	Mcgovern,	luncheon	chair	and	her	committee	for	all	the	preparations	and	the	work	on	
the	day	to	bring	the	annual	SPS	luncheon	into	our	homes	and	workplaces.	They	even	organized	the	possibility	
of	ordering	lunch	for	delivery	or	pickup.	We	are	very	grateful	for	the	technology	that	enabled	the	extended	Irish-
canadian	family	(the	Irish	and	the	Irish	for	a	day)	to	gather	together	virtually	on	such	an	important	day	for	us	all	
and	to	all	those	who	pre-recorded	their	segments	to	ensure	quality	in	the	viewing.	We	are	also	very	appreciative	
of	all	the	sponsors	and	those	who	attended	this	virtual	luncheon	because	the	proceeds	will	help	us	support	our	
charitable	giving.

If	you	missed	the	2021	virtual	St.	Patrick’s	Day	luncheon,	you	can	still	view	it	here:	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSyyQ7_PeHc

let’s	hope	that	next	year	will	see	us	being	able	to	gather	together	in	person	for	all	the	Irish	events	that	are	so	well	
supported	and	eagerly	enjoyed	during	“The	Irish	Season”.	In	the	meantime,	see	our	back	page	for	upcoming	events.

5	 May		2021

VIRTual	luNcHEON	cONT.

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DbSyyQ7_PeHc
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By Kevin caLLahan

In	april,	media	around	 the	world	carried	 images	 from	
Northern	 Ireland	of	 riots	and	confrontations	between	
gangs	of	masked	youths	in	impoverished	working	class	
loyalist	communities	and	the	police.	There	were	several	
nights	of	violence	marked	by	petrol	bombs	and	vehicles	
being	burned.	Pundits	warned	of	the	danger	of	returning	
to	 the	grim	days	of	 “the	Troubles”,	which	were	finally	
ended	by	the	good	Friday	agreement	in	1998.	In	reality,	
the	current	crisis	is	taking	place	within	ulster	unionism	
more	than	within	Northern	Irish	society	as	a	whole.

The	Democratic	unionist	Party,	founded	by	Ian	Paisley,	
has	 always	prided	 itself	 on	being	 the	unapologetic	
defender	of	a	 ‘No	Surrender’	mentality	and	asserting	
an	unswerving	 loyalty	 to	 the	union	with	great	Britain.	
Remarkably,	Paisley	himself	was	able	to	transcend	this	
attitude	when	he	was	First	Minister	for	Northern	Ireland	
and	worked	 cordially	with	 former	 IRa	 leader	Martin	
Mcguinness,	his	deputy	minister.	This	was	an	anomaly,	
however,	 and	 the	party	has	 largely	 remained	 true	 to	
its	uncompromising	origins.	 Shockingly,	 the	DuP	has	
still	not	signed	on	to	the	good	Friday	agreement.	The	
party	 is	also	 ferociously	pro-Brexit,	which	 it	 saw	as	an	
opportunity	to	strengthen	ties	to	the	uK	and	lessen	those	

with	the	Republic	of	Ireland.	Nevertheless,	this	position	
was	out	of	step	with	the	people	in	Northern	Ireland	who	
voted	 in	 favour	of	 remaining	 in	 the	European	union	
in	 the	2016	 referendum.	From	2017	 to	2019,	 the	DuP	
held	the	balance	of	power	in	the	British	parliament	and	
played	a	dangerous	game	of	pushing	a	hard	Brexit	and	
sabotaging	Prime	Minister	Theresa	May’s	backdrop	plan	
for	resolving	the	tensions	between	Brexit	and	the	good	
Friday	agreement.	The	DuP	also	foolishly	believed	British	
Prime	Minister	Boris	Johnson	when	he	promised	that	he	
would	never	allow	a	border	in	the	Irish	Sea.	When	push	
came	to	shove	 in	2020,	 Johnson,	under	pressure	 from	
the	uS,	canada,	and	the	Eu,	bowed	to	reality	and	signed	
the	Northern	Ireland	Protocol,	which	effectively	did	put	
a	border	in	the	Irish	Sea.	This	was	the	inevitable	result	of	
a	hard	Brexit	in	the	legally	binding	context	of	the	good	
Friday	agreement.

unionists	are	now	angry	to	find	themselves	in	a	position	
their	 own	hardline	positions	 created.	 They	 are	 also	
panicking	about	a	steady	loss	of	political	power.	While	
the	DuP	is	still	the	largest	single	party,	unionist	parties	
are	now	a	minority	in	the	Northern	Ireland	assembly	with	
the	alliance	Party	attracting	more	and	more	disillusioned	

post-brexit violence in nortHern ireland 
– no return to tHe bad old days
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unionist	voters	and	Nationalists	opting	for	Sinn	Féin	or	
the	Social	Democratic	and	labour	Party.	In	addition,	there	
is	the	question	of	the	links	between	the	DuP	and	loyalist	
paramilitaries	which	are	deeply	involved	in	the	drug	trade.	
There	is	speculation	that	some	of	the	recent	violence	was	
in	part	orchestrated	by	the	paramilitaries	to	protest	recent	
police	crackdowns	on	their	illicit	activities.	last	February,	
DuP	leaders	met	with	the	loyalist	communities	council	
(lcc),	an	umbrella	group	representing	the	ulster	Defense	
association	(uDa)	and	the	ulster	Volunteer	Force,	both	
responsible	for	hundreds	of	sectarian	murders	during	the	
30-year	conflict.	The	stated	reason	for	the	meeting	was	
to	discuss	a	response	to	the	Northern	Ireland	Protocol,	
and	 it	 is	 noteworthy	 that	 lcc	 chair	David	campbell	
boasted	that	loyalists	would	‘fight	physically	‘to	maintain	
‘freedoms	in	the	uK’.			These	paramilitary	groups	should	
have	been	disbanded	after	the	good	Friday	agreement,	
so	it	is	disturbing	that	they	not	only	still	exist	but	are	being	
courted	by	unionist	and	British	politicians.		On	May	12th,	it	
was	revealed	that	Brexit	Minister	lord	Frost	and	Northern	
Ireland	Secretary	Brandon	lewis	met	a	delegation	from	
the	loyalist	communities	council	(lcc)	to	discuss	Brexit	
concerns.	The	idea	that	the	British	government	and	the	
DuP	are	 consulting	with	paramilitaries	over	policy	 is	
troubling	to	say	the	least.

Further	signs	of	disarray	within	unionism	appeared	at	the	
end	of	april	when	arlene	Foster	resigned	both	as	First	
Minister	and	as	head	of	the	DuP.	Foster	was	essentially	
forced	out	by	her	colleagues	who	are	angry	at	the	current	
situation	and	needed	a	scapegoat.	The	ostensible	reason	
for	 the	 loss	of	 confidence	 in	her	 leadership	was	her	
abstention	on	a	motion	in	the	Stormont	assembly	calling	
for	a	ban	on	gay	conversion	therapy.	The	DuP	members	
largely	voted	against	the	motion	and	Foster’s	abstention	
was	considered	a	sign	of	liberalism	and	weakness.	

DuP	members	are	also	unhappy	that	the	Irish	language	is	
to	be	given	improved	status	in	Northern	Ireland,	but	their	
fundamental	angst	is	based	on	any	perceived	weakening	
of	 the	emotional	 link	to	great	Britain.	They	maintain	a	
fanatic	allegiance	to	a	united	Kingdom	that	shows	little	
interest	in	that	loyalty.

Foster	 has	 now	been	 replaced	by	 hard-liner	 Edwin	
Poots,	who	has	 stated	he	believes	 that	 the	 Earth	 is	
only	6,000	years	old	and	opposed	lockdown	measures	
to	 stop	 the	 spread	of	covid	 in	Northern	 Ireland.	 The	
DuP	is	now	planning	a	legal	challenge	to	the	Northern	

Ireland	Protocol,	and	some	unionists	are	even	calling	for	
boycotting	all-Ireland	institutions.	

Nostalgia	for	a	past	era	is	a	dead	end.	People	on	the	island	
of	 Ireland	have	moved	on,	and	there	can	be	no	going	
back	to	the	old	Orange	state	where	catholic	Nationalists	
were	second	class	citizens.	Threats	and	violence,	whether	
rhetorical	or	physical,	have	no	place	in	contemporary	Irish	
society.	unionist	politicians	must	show	 leadership	and	
bring	 their	 community	 into	a	discussion	on	a	positive	
way	forward	for	the	whole	island	of	Ireland.

post-brexit violence in nortHern ireland 
cont.	from	page	6

Call Kathleen at (514) 808-4248 
kathleen@smallernest.com 
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Downsize or declutter your home 
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Arrange and manage your move 

Plan and setup your new space

A Gentle, Personalized Approach
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Justice at last – after 50 years!
By Kevin caLLahan

On	May	12th,	a	long-awaited	coroner’s	report	on	British	
army	 killings	 in	 1971	 in	 a	 Belfast	 neighbourhood	
exonerated	 the	 ten	victims	and	presented	a	 chilling	
account	of	the	actions	of	the	Parachute	regiment.

Most	people	with	any	knowledge	of	Ireland	know	about	
Bloody	Sunday	in	Derry	in	1972	when	British	paratroopers	
fired	on	a	peaceful	civil	rights	march	and	killed	13	people.	
This	became	one	of	the	most	iconic	moments	of	the	30-
year	conflict	in	Northern	Ireland.	Not	so	many	are	aware	
of	the	horrific	events	that	ensued	over	a	36-hour	period	
in	the	nationalist	area	of	Ballymurphy		in	august	1971.	The	
British	army	had	just	implemented	internment	without	
trial	 and	 swooped	 into	nationalist	 areas	and	arrested	
hundreds	of	men	without	charge.	 In	a	36-hour	period	
in	Ballymurphy,	10	people,	one	woman	and	nine	men,	
were	shot	dead	by	British	soldiers.	One	of	those	killed	
was	a	catholic	priest,	Fr.	Hugh	Mullan,	who	was	giving	last	
rites	to	another	victim.	The	official	British	army	position,	
parroted	by	the	media	at	the	time,	was	that	those	killed	
were	either	armed	IRa	volunteers	or	caught	in	crossfires.	
For	five	decades,	the	families	of	the	dead	campaigned	for	
an	impartial	enquiry	into	the	killings.	Finally,	in	2018	their	
prayers	were	answered,	and	an	inquest	began.	

The	 conclusions	of	 the	 report	 are	unequivocal.	 The	
coroner,	Mrs.	 Justice	 Keegan	 stated	 that	 “all	 of	 the	

deceased	in	the	series	of	inquests	were	entirely	innocent	
of	wrongdoing	on	the	day	in	question.”	She	also	rejected	
claims	by	 soldiers	 that	 some	of	 the	victims	had	been	
armed	and	shooting.

Joan	connolly,	one	of	eight	children	of	Joan	connolly	who	
the	soldiers	had	branded	an	IRa	gunwoman	after	they	
had	shot	her	dead,	said	she	felt	“The	joy	and	the	peace	
and	mixed	emotions	that	my	mummy	has	been	declared	
an	innocent	woman.”	

after	the	report	was	released,	British	Prime	Minister	Boris	
Johnson	apologized	for	the	actions	of	the	soldiers	in	a	
phone	call	 to	Northern	 Ireland’s	first	minister,	arlene	
Foster,	and	the	deputy	first	minister,	Michelle	O’Neill.	This	
third-party	approach	 to	acknowledging	 the	massacre	
provoked	considerable	backlash,	and	Johnson	now	says	
he	will	write	 letters	of	 apology	 to	 the	 families	of	 the	
victims.	However,	they	are	calling	on	him	to	apologize	in	
the	House	of	commons	as	former	prime	minister	David	
cameron	did	in	2010	over	the	Bloody	Sunday	victims.	

While	 the	 revelations	of	 the	 report	 are	welcome	 for	
bringing	 some	closure	 to	 the	 families	of	 the	victims,	
it	 is	 a	 sad	 commentary	 that	 it	 took	50	 years	of	hard	
campaigning	for	the	truth	to	come	out.
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It	was	unfortunate	and	sad	that	the	main	
2021	 St.	 Patrick’s	 Parade	 in	Montreal	
was	cancelled	again	 this	year.	However,	
to	ensure	 that	 there	was	 indeed	a	2021	
Parade	 in	Montreal,	 a	 small	 group	 of	
residents	of	Point	St.	charles,	along	with	
some	neighbours	from	Verdun	did	march	
through	 the	neighbourhood,	again,	 this	
year.

Respecting	all	the	covid	precautions	in	
place,	we	did	indeed	have	some	fun,	
with	passing	cars	(including	a	Montreal	
Police	 car);	 and	many	 pedestrians	
cheering	us	on.	

let’s	hope	the	main	St.	Patrick’s	Parade	
returns	 in	March	 2022,	 but	 in	 the	
meantime,	 it	 can	never	be	 said	 that	
there	was	no	St.	 Patrick’s	Parade	 in	
Montreal	in	both	2020	&	2021.

9	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 May		2021

tHe point MarcHes again in 2021

By Fergus Keyes

Beannachtaí na Féile Pádraig oraiBh go léir!
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at	 glasnevin	 cemetery,	 Sunday,	May	 16th,	 2021,	
Michael	D.	Higgins,	uachtarán	na	hÉireann	-	President	
of	 Ireland	 addressed	 the	 lord-Mayor	 of	 Dublin,	
Minister,	 Representatives	 of	 the	National	 Famine	
commemoration	committee,	Dean	of	the	Diplomatic	
corps,	and	the	people	of	Ireland	about	the	never-to-
be-forgotten	and	avoidable	“event	 imposed	on	 Irish	
people	in	the	history	of	modern	Ireland,	that	is	an	gorta	
Mór,	the	great	Hunger,	The	Irish	Famine.”	

This	 is	an	address	worth	 reading	 for	all	of	us,	 Irish,	
Irish-canadian	and	the	world	at	large.	Not	only	is	it	an	
overview	of	our	history,	pointing	to	the	vulnerabilities	
and	consequences	 for	 the	poorer	 Irish	at	 the	 time	
forced	to	eek	a	living	on	a	miserable	potato	patch	or	
be	evicted.	Between	1846	and	1855,	some	2.1	million	
people	 left	 Ireland,	more	 than	 in	 the	previous	250	
years,	with	70%	going	 to	 the	united	States.	But	 it	
also	calls	us	to	deeper	analysis	and	reflections	on	the	
long-term	consequences	on	Ireland,	Irish	society	and	
culture,	and	how	the	 famine	 informed	our	psyche,	
outlook	and	politics	as	well	as	our	relationships	with	
our	neighbours	across	 the	waters	on	both	sides	of	
the	country.	It	also	raises	the	red	flag	about	what	is	
happening	in	the	world	today.

yes,	 the	 fullness	of	 the	horror,	grief	and	sadness	at	
the	deaths,	emigrations	and	other	losses	incurred	as	
a	result	of	an	gorta	Mór	must	be	acknowledged	and	
spoken	about;	the	sources	and	responses	recognized	
and	understood;	and	the	consequences	addressed	if	
we	are	to	be	healed	and	able	to	move	forward	in	our	
humanity.	

It	is	also	a	stark	reminder	to	us	all	to	not	look	the	other	
way	as	we	watch	contemporary	devastating	events	
unfold	elsewhere	around	the	world	e.g.	“the	threat	of	

famine	affects	34	million	of	our	fellow	global	citizens	
today”.	Solidarity	and	empathy	to	suffering	are	key	to	
our	humanity:	peoples	did	come	to	our	aid,	and	we	
should	not	only	pass	 it	 forward	but	more	than	that,	
we	should	influence	international	diplomacy	“not	to	
surrender	in	our	time	to	any	indifference”	or	inaction	
but	 rather	challenge	 friends	and	opponents	alike	 to	
cooperate	within	and	across	borders	for	an	inclusive	
and	universal	care	for	all	humankind.

In	the	words	of	the	President:
“We	 in	 Ireland	 should	 understand,	 better	 than	
many,	the	bitter	residue	that	persists	for	generations	
when	human	beings,	 consciously	or	unconsciously,	
abandon	our	behaviour	 as	 the	 core	 values	of	 our	
most	basic	humanity	give	way	to	a	callous	doctrine,	
dispossession	of	the	vulnerable,	of	self-interest	at	any	
cost,	a	dangerous	greed	for	land,	and	militaristic	geo-
political	jostling.”

The	 full	 speech	can	be	viewed	here:	https://youtu.
be/yogxdP1hNea	or	 read	here:	https://president.ie/
en/media-library/speeches/speech-at-the-national-
famine-commemoration-2021
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national faMine coMMeMoration 2021
By Martina McLean Photo: httPs://President.ie/en/Media-LiBrary/Photos

https://youtu.be/YogxdP1hNeA
https://youtu.be/YogxdP1hNeA
https://president.ie/en/media-library/speeches/speech-at-the-national-famine-commemoration-2021
https://president.ie/en/media-library/speeches/speech-at-the-national-famine-commemoration-2021
https://president.ie/en/media-library/speeches/speech-at-the-national-famine-commemoration-2021
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On	May	30th,	2021,	the	ancient	Order	
of	Hibernians	organized	an	intimate	
gathering	 at	 the	 Black	 Stone	 on	
Bridge	 Street	 to	 commemmorate	
the	more	than	6,000	Irish	immigrants	
who	died	 and	were	buried	 in	 the	
area	in	1847,	fleeing	the	“gorta	Mór”	
(great	Hunger)	 in	 Ireland	as	well	as	
the	Montreal	 “caregivers”	who	also	
succumbed	to	the	fever	in	their	great	
humanitarian	effort	towards	the	irish.

Thank	 you	 to	 the	 representatives	
from	 the	various	 Irish	groups	who	
went	 to	 lay	wreaths	and	flowers	at	
the	graveside	of	these	remembered	
victims.

11	 	 	 May		2021

tHe black stone victiMs not forgotten

L-R: Scott Phelan, Fergus Keyes, Victor Boyle and Lynn Doyle

Photos: Ken Quinn
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IDanceDuo	is	a	world	class	Irish	dancing	duo	made	up	of	lucas	lawton	and	Natasha	Woytiuk,	two	professional	
dancers	and	teachers	from	the	Bernadette	Short	School	of	Irish	Dance.	Established	on	the	foundations	of	a	decade	
of	professional	dance	partnership,	 IDanceDuo	was	created	during	 the	pandemic	 to	provide	ourselves	with	 the	
opportunity,	as	artists,	to	share	our	passion	and	creativity	as	far	and	wide	as	possible.	In	the	beginning,	the	nature	of	
IDanceDuo’s	work	was	of	virtual	Irish	dance	performance,	shared	via	social	media	platforms.	Shortly	after,	we	were	
awarded	a	grant	from	The	Montreal	arts	council	to	stage	“pop-up”	outdoor	performances	at	seniors’	residences	
throughout	Montreal	with	the	goal	of	spreading	some	joy	to	seniors	and	their	care-givers	who	have	been	particularly	
affected	by	the	isolation	restrictions	throughout	the	pandemic.	

given	the	virtual	nature	of	 IDanceDuo’s	beginnings,	we	were	thrilled	when	asked	by	St.	Patrick’s	Society	to	put	
together	a	short	video	for	the	virtual	edition	of	their	annual	luncheon.	Inspired	by	our	Irish	ancestry	and	our	sense	
of	belonging	to	the	Montreal	community,	we	knew	immediately	that	we	wanted	to	create	a	project	that	showcased	
the	various	important	Irish	historical	monuments	and	landmarks	all	around	Montreal.	Because	this	project	was	being	
pre-recorded	and	presented	virtually,	we	wanted	to	take	this	special	opportunity	 to	bring	the	 Irish	community	
together	by	displaying	the	“Irishness”	of	our	city	in	a	way	that	isn’t	possible	at	our	usual	in-person	events.	Since,	for	
the	past	two	years,	Montreal	was	not	able	to	“parade”	it’s	pride	in	its	Irish	heritage	through	the	streets	in	its	usual	
fashion,	we	attempted	our	own	parallel	to	this	tradition,	by	taking	our	Montreal	viewers	through	its	city’s	streets	
on	a	virtual	tour	of	the	sites	where	our	community’s	Irish	heritage	and	culture	is	highlighted.	and	thus	“a	Journey	
Through	Irish	Montreal”	was	born.	

With	the	help	of	what	lucas	learned	through	his	minor	in	canadian	Irish	Studies	from	concordia	university,	and	some	
helpful	input	from	luncheon	committee	members	Pat	Short	and	laurie	McKeown-Thomassin,	we	developed	a	list	of	
Irish	landmarks	throughout	the	city	of	Montreal.	This	list	included	the	Old	Port,	St.Patrick’s	Basilica,	the	Black	Rock,	
the	tomb	of	Thomas	D’arcy	Mcgee,	Victoria	Bridge,	the	ruins	of	St.	ann’s	church,	the	lachine	canal,	Horse	Palace,	
griffintown,	Joe	Beef’s	Tavern,	Hurley’s	Irish	Pub	and	the	Bernadette	Short	School	of	Irish	Dance.	Filmed	over	two	
days,	much	like	the	title,	this	truly	was	a	journey	for	us.	Traveling	to	each	monument	and	landmark	reminded	us	of	
the	vastness	and	impact	the	Irish	community	has	had	across	Montreal,	and	also	brought	to	light	the	ever-changing	
landscapes	surrounding	these	very	important	historical	sites.	

On	a	personal	level,	this	journey	also	brought	to	light	some	family	history	as	we	learned	about	Natasha’s	Irish	ancestry	
from	her	grandmother,	audrey	Woytiuk	(née	audrey	Walsh),	who	while	following	our	artistic	process	over	social	
media,	informed	us	on	the	family’s	marriages	that	took	place	at	the	two	church	locations	on	our	journey.	given	
that	this	was	filmed	in	the	days	leading	up	to	St.	Patrick’s	Day,	our	green	attire	and	dancing	across	the	city	garnered	
much	attention	and	inspired	many	passing	pedestrians	to	stop	to	watch	us	and	wish	us	a	Happy	St.	Patrick’s	Day.	
This	truly	put	us	in	the	spirit	of	our	favourite	holiday,	something	that	has	been	sorely	missed	for	the	past	two	years.	
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a Journey tHrougH irisH Montreal
By natasha WoytiuK & Lucas LaWton (@idanceduo)

cont.	page	18
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tiMe to re-Joyce! 
festival blooMsday Montréal celebrates 10 years 

Music | readings | History | lectures | storytelling | food

celebrated	 worldwide,	 Bloomsday	 is	 June	 16	 -	 the	 day	 in	 1904	 when	 main	 character	 leopold	
Bloom	 took	 his	 walk	 around	 Dublin	 as	 depicted	 in	 James	 Joyce’s	 masterpiece,	 the	 novel	 ulysses.	
Festival	 Bloomsday	 Montréal	 is	 a	 celebration	 of	 Irish-Montreal	 heritage,	 culture	 and	 literature.
	
Festival	Bloomsday	Montréal	is	the	largest	Bloomsday	Festival	outside	Dublin	with	events	spread		over	five	days.
For	the	second	year	in	a	row	it	has	moved	online.	Forty	percent	of	Quebecers	have		some	Irish	ancestry	and	this	
eclectic	 festival	boosts	 local	pride	along	with	building	awareness	of	 	diverse	cultures	and	 identities.	Festival	
Bloomsday	Montréal	president	Kevin	Wright	is	pleased	to	invite	Montrealers	and	people	from	around	the	world	
to	this	online	Irish	culture	fest	filled	with		performances,	literature,	cuisine,	discussions	and	art,	starting	on	June	12	
and	leading	up	to		Bloomsday,	June	16,	when	local	actors	and	Joyce	enthusiasts	read	selections	from	ulysses.	With	
the		exception	of	the	popular	Sunday	morning	walking	tour,	which	is	the	only	in-person	event,	all	events	are	free.	

One	of	the	highlights	for	this	10th	anniversary	year	is	internationally	acclaimed	
dance	artist	Margie		gillis,	who	will	inaugurate	the	celebrations	by	presenting	
“The	Whole	Bloomin’	Thing”,	 a	video	of	a	 	work-in-progress	built	on	Molly	
Bloom’s	reverie	from	ulysses.	gillis	explains,	“The	flow	of	the		spoken	word	is	
such	an	inspiration.	I	created	a	solo	work	to	Siobhan	McKenna’s	luscious	reading	
and	 	have	performed	it	around	the	world.	 I’m	now	developing	an	ensemble	
work	 to	 include	 the	 	 characters	 of	 leopold	Bloom	and	Stephen	Dedalus	
that	explores	 the	merging	and	overlapping	of	 the	 	masculine	and	 feminine	
consciousness.	I	was	so	happy	to	learn	there’s	a	Bloomsday	Festival	right		here	
in	Montreal.”	There	will	be	an	open	Q&a	after	the	performance	moderated	by	
award-winning	broadcaster,	Dennis		Trudeau,	who	also	hosts	two	other	events.	

Wright	 acknowledges	 that	 gillis’	 participation	 is	 a	 dream	 come	 true.	
“It’s	 a	 testament	 to	 the	 vision	 of	 Festival	 co-founder	 Judith	 Schurman,	

whose	 sudden	death	a	 few	months	 ago	has	 left	us	 	 heartbroken.	Not	only	was	 Judith	 a	 superb	manager,	
she	 knew	 how	 to	 bring	 out	 the	 best	 in	 artists	 	 who	 shared	 the	 Bloomsday	 spirit.	We’re	 dedicating	
this	 whole	 season	 to	 her	 memory.”	 Her	 grieving	 	 husband	 Dave	 still	 recalls	 being	 bitten	 by	 the	
ulysses	bug	back	in	1964.	He	explains,	“There’s	no		need	to	always	read	it	cover	to	cover;	the	novel	can	be	sampled	
with	 relish	by	opening	pages	at	 	 random!	you	are	always	 rewarded	with	delightful	and	amusing	passages.”

Festival	 Bloomsday	Montreal’s	 theme	 for	 this	milestone	 year	 is	 ‘origins’.	 artistic	Director,	 Kathleen	 	 Fee,	
says,	 “It ’s	 our	 10th	 anniversary	 so	we	wanted	 to	 up	 the	 ante.	We	 kicked	 off	 2021	 in	 January	with	 	 a	
dramatic	 reading	 of	 THE	MIDNIgHT	 cOuRT,	 a	 sexy,	 satirical	 Irish	 poem	 from	 the	 1700s	whose	 explicit		
carnality	 	 predates	 	 Joyce’s	 	 bold	 	 descriptions	 	 of	 	 bodies	doing	what	 they	do	by	more	 than	 a	 century.		
O ve r 	 	 30 0 	 	 s epa r a te 	 	 dev i ce s 	 connec ted 	 to 	 ou r 	 l i ve 	 on l ine 	 p re sent a t i on 	 f rom 	 as	
f a r 	 away 	 a s 	 aus t r a l i a 	 	 and 	 we 	 hope 	 to 	 a t t r ac t 	 an 	 even 	 l a rge r 	 aud ience 	 in 	 June .”		

Blooming	and	Zooming	
Saturday,	June	12	to	Wednesday,	June	16	(Bloomsday)	

cont.	page	20

Margie	gillis
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tHe Water of life grapHic novel series 
online release 2021

By g. scott MacLeod

as	The	Irishman	-	child	of	the	gael	St	Patrick’s	Day	graphic	novel	launch	was	cancelled	consecutively	on	March	17th	
2020	&	March	17th	2021	due	to	cOVID-19,	we	have	opted	to	launch	the	completed	Water	of	life	graphic	novel	series	
online.	During	the	course	of	the	pandemic,	we	have	completed	the	two	remaining	graphic	novels,	The	abenaki	-	
People	of	the	Dawn	and	The	French	canadian.	

This	graphic	novel	series	was	adapted	from	the	http://thewateroflife.ca	animated	film	series,	a	collaboration	between	
Irish	storyteller	Mike	Burns,	myself,	film	director/animator/illustrator	g.	Scott	Macleod	from	Macleod	9	Productions	
and	The	National	Film	Board	of	canada.	

The	complete	set	will	be	presented	at	The	Frankfurt	Book	Fair	in	October	2021	https://catalog.services.book-fair.
com/en/exhibitors-and-directories/exhibitors-a-z/exhibitors-details/ID/1069420/action/detail/controller/Exhibitors/	
as	part	of	the	canadian	contribution	through	the	london	based	Tilly-Ink	agency	https://tilly-ink.com/talents-d-z	

The	graphic	novel	series	will	be	targeted	to	youth,	schools,	libraries,	publishers	and	the	general	public	to	open	up	
conversations	and	learning	around	indigenous	and	immigration	issues	in	canada.	

PDF	versions	of	the	series	are	available	in	canada	at	McIntyre	Media	https://www.mcintyre.ca/titles/300153N	and	
internationally	with	ODIlO	https://www.odilo.us/tag/digital-library/	

Hard	copies	of	the	graphic	novels	can	be	ordered	through	the	links	below	and	from	our	new	Macleod	9	Productions	
online	store	https://www.macleod9.com/store.html	

Macleod	9	Productions	Promo	Reel	https://vimeo.com/4475510791.	

We	would	like	to	acknowledge	and	thank	St.	Patrick’s	Society	of	Montreal,	ciné	
gael	and	all	individuals	that	contributed	to	our	go	Fund	Me	campaigns.

Mike	Burns	(author)	
g.	Scott	Macleod	(Illustrator)
Macleod9Productions	-	www.macleod9.com

g.	Scott	Macleod	BFa,	Ma
2319	Hampton	ave.	#1
Montreal,	
Quebec,	
H4a	2K5	
canada	
Tel:	514.	487.	8766	
macleod_nine@hotmail.com

Editor’s	Note:

This	series	 is	worth	investigating	for	many	reasons,	not	 least	because	of	 its	aims,	Mike	Burns	 is	an	amazing	
storyteller	 /	 seanchaí	with	 a	 distinctive	 voice	 evident	 in	 the	writing	 and	 in	 the	 telling,	 and	 the	 artwork	 is	
compelling,	page	after	page,	setting	up	context,	atmosphere	and	people,	complementing	the	storytelling.

I’d	love	to	see	these	on	the	big	screen	with	ciné	gael	when	we	can	all	gather	again	together	safely.

http://thewateroflife.ca/
http://thewateroflife.ca/


N
U

A
C

H
T

15	 May		2021

tHe Water of life grapHic novel series 
cont.	from	page	14

THE	aBENaKI	–PEOPlE	OF	THE	DaWN

a	dramatic	 retelling	 of	 the	 history	 of	 the	
abenaki	 First	Nation,	 its	 early	 experiences	
with	colonialism	and	 its	 continuing	struggle	
for	survival.	

https://www.lulu.com/en/ie/shop/g-scott-
macleod/the-abenaki-people-of-the-dawn/
paperback/product-1zkr425y.html

THE	Saga	OF	MuRDO	MaclEOD

The	 Saga	OF	MuRDO	MaclEOD	 and	 his	
first	contact	with	 the	abenaki	 tells	 the	story	
of	 a	group	of	Scottish	 immigrants	 to	lower	
canada	in	the	1830s.	an	unlikely	alliance	with	
First	Nations	inhabitants	saves	a	group	of	19th	
century	 Scottish	 immigrants	 from	 certain	
death.	

https://www.lulu.com/shop/g-scott-macleod/
the-saga-of-murdo-macleod/paperback/
product-23751842.html

THE	IRISHMaN	–	cHIlD	OF	THE	gaEl

Our	 narrator,	 Sean	 recounts	 his	maternal	
and	paternal	 ancestors’	dramatic	 immigrant	
experiences	in	canada	from	the	1800s	to	the	
early	20th	century.	

https://www.lulu.com/en/ca/shop/g-scott-
macleod/the-irishman-child-of-the-gael/
paperback/product-124e2d4g.html

THE	FRENcH	caNaDIaN

Jean-Pierre,	 a	bootlegger	 from	Sherbrooke,	
tells	 the	 iconic	 tale	of	his	 family’s	 arrival	 in	
Quebec	in	the	1640s,	their	work	as	farmers	on	
the	Seigneuries	and	as	builders	on	the	Trans-
canadian	railway.	

https://www.lulu.com/en/ca/shop/mike-
burns-and-g-scott-macleod/the-french-
canadian/paperback /product-pwvgjd.
html?page=1&pageSize=4
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On	May	6th,	 the	world	
became	 a	 little	 less	
bright	and	inviting	with	
the	sudden	passing	of	
SPS	Director	catherine	
Polson,	a	woman	who	
only	 recently	 joined	
the	 Society’s	 Board	
and	who	was	already	
making	her	mark.	While	
many	of	our	members	
may	not	have	formally	
met	cat,	she	attended	

the	Ball	most	years	from	2015.	

I	can	only	describe	cat’s	friendships	as	one	gigantic	Venn	
diagram.	In	the	days	following	her	passing,	 I	 learned	a	
little	about	her.	cat	was	
a	uIS	Princess	 in	2015.	
She	 was	 passionate	
about	 the	 spor t 	 of	
Rugby,	having	played	at	
St.	Thomas	High	School,	
at 	 Dawson	 college,	
and	 as 	 a 	 longtime	
player	 and	 Executive	
with	 the	Beaconsfield	
Rugby	 Football	 club	
(BRFc).	 Her	 position	
was	 that	 of	 a	 hooker,	
who	plays	 in	 the	 front	
row	during	scrums	and	
whose	position	 name	
comes	 from	 their	 role	
of	 ‘hooking’	or	 ‘raking’	
the	ball	back	with	 the	
foot.		In	her	younger	years,	cat	was	involved	in	the	local	
ringuette	 league	 as	 a	player	 and	 referee,	 serving	 as	
Referee	in	chief	of	the	Beaconsfield	Kirkland	Ringuette	
association	 from	2010-2012.	 She	was	a	 lifeguard.	 	at	
christmas	time,	cat	gathered	with	her	pals	to	do	some	
baking.	 She	was	passionate	about	politics	although	 I	
don’t	think	*we*	talked	politics.	She	served	as	campaign	
coordinator	in	the	Fall	of	2015	for	Melissa	Kate	Wheeler	of	
the	green	Party	of	canada,	candidate	in	NDg	Westmount.	
In	2018,	cat	 took	a	giant	 leap	 in	presenting	herself	as	
the	green	Party	of	Quebec	candidate	in	her	hometown	
riding	of	Jacques-cartier,	a	liberal	stronghold.		While	she	
did	not	win	the	riding	she	came	in	3rd	behind	greg	Kelley	
(liberal)	and	Karen	Hilchey	(caQ),	improving	the	green	
Party’s	fortunes	in	the	riding.	cat,	ever	cheeky,	had	on	her	
campaign	posters	the	term	“Bonjour-Hi”.	anyone	from	
the	English-speaking	community	in	Montreal	knows	the	

significance	of	the	term.	cheeky	indeed!	

cat	volunteered	her	time	with	too	many	organizations	
to	mention	individually.	What	will	always	stick	out	in	my	
mind	was	her	willingness	to	jump	in	the	frigid	February	
waters	 for	 Special	Olympics.	after	her	 2015	princess	
year,	cat	somehow	got	involved	with	Sterling	Downey	
and	luc	gagnon	of	the	Borough	of	Verdun	and	joined	
their	Polar	Plunge	team	in	2016.		The	following	year,	the	
united	 Irish	Societies	of	Montreal	 raided	 the	Downey/
gagnon	 team,	 took	cat,	and	assembled	 its	own	team.	
For	the	following	three	years,	the	uIS	out-fundraised	the	
Downey/gagnon	team,	which	was	 its	only	motivation.	
all	for	a	good	cause.	cat	was	a	major	fundraiser	for	the	
team.	all	of	these	communities	belong	and	intersect	on	
the	Venn	diagram.	Were	an	actual	diagram	to	ever	be	
drawn,	many	people	would	 fall	 into	various	circles	on	
the	diagram.	a	St.	Thomas	grad	who	baked	with	cat.	
another	 Irish	princess	who	went	 to	school	with	cat.	a	
BRFc	member	who	also	played	ringuette	with	cat.	The	
combinations	are	endless.

cat	 had	 found	 herself	 a	wonderful	work-family	 at	
Haivision,	where	 she	worked	as	a	content	Marketing	
Specialist.	She	put	the	skills	acquired	there	to	good	use	for	
the	2021	(Virtual)	annual	Society	luncheon.	She	served	
on	that	committee,	offered	her	opinions	when	requested,		
and	served	as	the	“Voice	of	god”	for	the	event,	unseen	
but	heard	as	 she	 introduced	 the	various	speakers	and	
entertainment.

We	had	plans	for	her.	She	had	plans	for	us.	We	will	try	to	
see	those	plans	through.	

However,	beyond	everything,	catherine	was	the	much	
loved	daughter	of	Dr.	george	Polson	and	Sharon	Ryan	
and	the	older	sister	of	laura	and	Heather	Polson	as	well	
as	cousin,	niece,	and	friend	to	many.		My	hope	is,	as	the	
days	and	weeks	pass,	the	family	truly	understands	the	
impact	their	daughter	had	on	many,	many	people.	The	
online	celebration	held	by	her	 (mainly)	 rugby	pals,	 is	
testament	to	that.	

Her	loss,	OuR	loss,	leaves	a	great	void	in	the	community	
and	in	our	hearts.

While	 the	world	 is	a	 little	 less	bright,	 if	each	of	us	can	
emulate	a	little	bit	of	catherine	Polson,	I	know	the	world	
will	be	a	better	place.	

On	behalf	of	the	Executive,	Board,	and	Members	we	offer	
our	condolences	to	the	Polson	family.	May	cat’s	memory	
be	a	blessing	and	may	she	Rest	in	Peace.

rest easy catHerine polson

Ar dHeis dé go rAibH A H-ANAm!

By Ken Quinn
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On	Thursday,	May	13,	 Justice	Minister	 Simon	 Jolin-Barrette	 tabled	new	 language	 legislation	after	months	of	
anticipation	in	the	media.	Bill	96,	“an	act	respecting	French,	the	official	and	common	language	of	Québec”	is	a	
wide-ranging	overhaul	of	the	existing	language	legislation.	It	is	100	pages	long	and	contains	201	articles	that	will	
have	wide-ranging	impacts	on	education,	business,	access	to	English	language	services,	the	canadian	constitution,	
justice,	municipalities	(and	I	may	have	forgotten	some	aspects)!	Plus,	new	bureaucracies	will	be	created	to	oversee	
and	enforce	the	language	laws.	

It	is	impossible	for	me	to	summarize	the	elements	of	the	Bill	in	a	short	article	for	“Nuacht”.	Quick	recaps	have	been	
provided	in	the	media.		However,	when	studying	legislation,	the	devil	is	often	in	the	details.	So	here	is	a	series	of	
questions	that	came	to	mind	after	a	first	reading	of	Bill	96.	No	doubt	other	people	specialized	in	certain	areas	can	
add	to	my	initial	list	of	concerns.	They	are	listed	here	in	no	particular	order:

1.	 Bill	96	indicates	the	access	to	English	language	government	services	should	be	limited	to	those	people	who	
are/were	eligible	to	go	to	school	in	English.	How	will	this	work?	What	document	will	I	need	to	prove	I	graduated	
from	Beaconsfield	High	School	in	1972?	To	speak	to	a	police	officer	in	English?	To	fill	out	my	income	tax	forms	
in	English?	Will	I	have	to	wear	my	aaron	Rand	“Historic	anglo”	T-shirt	wherever	I	go?	apparently,	there	will	be	
exceptions	in	the	health	care	sector,	but	it	all	sounds	complicated	to	me,	especially	in	emergency	situations.

2.	 Bill	 96	proposes	a	 complex	adjustment	 to	admission	 to	English	cEgEPs,	 in	order	 to	 limit	 the	number	of	
Francophones	and	allophones	who	can	attend.	How	will	this	work?	What	impact	will	it	have	on	the	future	of	
our	colleges,	especially	the	three	campuses	of	champlain	Regional	college	 in	St.	lambert,	lennoxville,	and	
Quebec	city?

3.	 Bill	96	will	require	the	89	municipalities	and	boroughs	with	“bilingual	status”	to	pass	resolutions	to	maintain	this	
status	should	the	number	of	mother	tongue	anglos	(the	least	generous	measure)	fall	below	50%.	leave	aside	
the	odd	requirement	that	a	minority	has	to	be	in	the	majority	to	benefit	from	this	measure,	what	impact	will	
this	have	on	the	linguistic	harmony	in	these	institutions?	Is	it	really	a	problem?

4.	 Bill	96	proposes	to	restrict	the	requirement	that	judges	be	bilingual	in	Quebec.	What	impact	will	this	have	on	
the	access	to	justice	for	English-speakers?	What	are	the	consequences	for	the	independence	of	the	judiciary?

5.	 Bill	96	proposes	a	unilateral	amendment	to	the	canadian	constitution,	identifying	Quebec	as	a	nation,	and	that	
“French	is	the	official	and	common	language”.	Is	this	merely	an	assertion	of	fact,	or	will	it	have	a	negative	impact	
on	minority	rights,	including	linguistic	rights,	in	Quebec?

6.	 Bill	96	proposes	to	insert	a	“right	to	live	in	French”	into	the	Quebec	charter	of	Rights.	What	does	this	mean?	How	
will	it	impact	the	fundamental	freedoms	found	in	both	the	Quebec	and	canadian	charters	of	rights?

7.	 Bill	96	proposes	the	use	of	both	notwithstanding	clauses	found	in	the	rights	charters.	Why?	When	questioned	by	
journalists,	government	officials	could	not	identify	one	article	where	a	conflict	between	Bill	96	and	fundamental	
rights	might	occur.	The	notwithstanding	clauses	were	meant	as	a	final	recourse	when	all	efforts	before	the	courts	
to	protect	legislation	have	failed.	To	use	it	from	the	get-go	is	abusive.

This	is	just	a	partial	list	of	concerns.	But	members	of	the	English-speaking	community	have	the	right	to	be	heard	
and	have	their	concerns	addressed.	

I	will	end	on	a	note	of	parental	pride.	In	2019,	my	son	gregory	proposed	a	private	members’	bill	to	create	access	to	
free	French	language	courses	for	everyone	who	wishes	to	improve	their	ability	to	use	French,	an	essential	skill	to	
participate	in	the	economic,	social	and	political	life	in	Quebec.	This	idea	is	now	part	of	Bill	96.	congratulations	greg!

The	next	steps	will	be	parliamentary	hearings	in	the	fall.	I	invite	everyone	to	be	vigilant,	and	when	concerns	arise	
make	sure	our	elected	officials	hear	from	you.
17		 May		2021

Here We go again?
By geoFFrey KeLLey
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We	chose	to	end	the	video	where	our	own	personal	connection	to	our	Irish	heritage	began	for	the	two	of	us,	at	the	
Bernadette	Short	School	of	Irish	Dance.	From	the	traditional	steps	taught	to	us	by	Bernadette,	to	our	participation	at	
feiseanna	and	other	Irish	events	around	the	island	of	Montreal	and	all	over	the	world,	being	a	part	of	the	Bernadette	
Short	School	of	Irish	Dance	is	truly	at	the	heart	of	said	connection	that	has	ultimately	developed	over	the	years	into	
our	career	paths	and	an	integral	part	of	our	identities.	

We	would	like	to	thank	the	St.	Patrick’s	Society	of	Montreal	for	providing	us,	as	is	their	mission,	with	the	opportunity	
and	inspiration	to	celebrate	and	represent	who	we	are	as	Montreal-born	Irish	descendants	through	our	art.	It	was	
truly	a	pleasure	to	put	this	video	together	for	the	Irish	community	and	to	celebrate	St.	Patrick’s	Day	virtually	with	
you	all.	We	hope	you	all	enjoyed	our	journey	through	Irish	Montreal,	and	whole-heartedly	appreciate	all	the	positive	
feedback	and	support	we	have	received.	

If	you	would	like	to	learn	more	about	us,	you	can	find	us	on	
Facebook,	Instagram,	youTube	and	TikTok	as	‘IDanceDuo’.

Email:	idanceduo@gmail.com

Phone:	438-826-2637

Facebook:	
https://www.facebook.com/IDanceduo-104761707957173	

Instagram:	@Idanceduo	

youTube:	
https://www.youtube.com/channel/uclalyuJ-
lhsgQ5EMT5XakIg?view_as=subscriber
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While	many	of	us	are	 feeling	 the	desperate	need	 to	
get	back	to	normality	and	long	to	embrace	our	friends	
and	feel	the	vibe	of	our	city’s	suspended	joie	de	vivre,	
sadly	with	the	pandemic	situation,	we	will	need	to	be	
patient.	Regarding	vaccination,	we	seemed	be	on	a	roll	
and	people	of	younger	ages	are	now	eagerly	lining	up	
for	their	inoculation	and	fingers	crossed...	the	light	at	the	
end	of	the	long	tunnel	is	shining	a	little	brighter.	let’s	
sincerely	hope	the	worst	is	behind	us.	Throughout	these	
trying	times,	the	joys	of	reading	a	good	book	have	been	
my	ultimate	tonic.	

I’d	 like	 to	 suggest	 three	 books	 that	 I’ve	 enjoyed	
immensely.	 First	 up	a	 	 PROMISED	 laND	by	Barack	
Obama.	 This	 autobiography	 takes	 you	on	a	 journey	
where	 the	personal	and	 the	political	are	 intertwined.	
anyone	who	is	genuinely	interested	in	american	politics	
will	find	his	insights	and	anecdotes	fascinating.	

Secondly,	the	brilliant	Irish	writer	Tim	Pat	coogan’s	epic	
book	WHEREVER	gREEN	IS	WORN.	I	honestly	think	every	
Irish	canadian	household	should	have	a	copy	on	their	
bookshelf.	 It	 is	 indeed	the	definitive	story	of	 the	 Irish	

abroad,	it	truly	reflects	the	beauty	and	humility	of	our	
precious	Irish	psyche.	coogan’s	phenomenal	account	of	
the	Irish	Diaspora	is	so	incredibly	captivating,	you	won’t	
want	to	stop	reading	this	masterpiece.	

The	third	gem	is	called	HISTORy	THROugH	OuR	EyES	
by	Edie	austin	and	lucinda	chodan	from	the	Montreal	
gazette.	 This	book	 is	 filled	with	beautiful	 historical	
events.	Our	city	and	the	people	who	played	their	roles	
in	it	are	amazingly	illustrated.	It’s	a	fascinating	jaunt	and	
whenever	you	 reach	 the	end	you	will	 feel	compelled	
to	return	to	the	beginning	and	reread	it	again.	as	the	
old	saying	goes,	every	picture	tells	a	story	and	in	this	
book	every	picture	 is	described	with	dazzling	details.	
This	book	 is	dedicated	 to	Montreal	photojournalists	
who	have	been	chronicling	the	daily	life	of	the	city	for	
more	 than	a	 century.	 The	 striking	photographs	and	
vignettes	were	published	in	2019	and	there	are	a	total	
of	365	glimpses	of	 life	 in	20th	century	Montreal.	 I	was	
so	impressed	with	this	book,	I	read	it	three	times	and	I	
bought	a	few	copies	to	give	as	birthday	gifts.	

cheers.	Happy	reading	to	all.

19	 May		2021

tHe best Way to escape covid-19 blues
By JiM McderMott
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JaM-PacKED	EVENTS	FOR	THE	5-Day	PROgRaM	

Events	this	year	include	a	variety	concert	featuring	songs	and	readings	both	high-	and	
low-brow	on		a	Joycean	theme;	a	dip	into	artist,	writer	and	former	journalist,	anne	lewis’s	
memoir	of	Montreal		cultural	icon	leonard	cohen	(to	be	published	by	Simon	and	Schuster	
in	2023);	a	cooking	class	for		Irish	soda	bread	by	JONaTHaN	cHEuNg	from	appetite	for	
Books;	a	prestigious	international	panel	of		Joyceans	including	Professor	JOHN	MccOuRT	
of	università	di	Macerata	in	Italy	and	Spanish	translator		of	both	ulysses	and	Finnegans	
Wake,	Marcelo	Zabaloy	of	argentina;	and	thanks	to	relaxing	public		health	restrictions,	the	

annual	Irish-themed	guided	walk	returns	(for	up	to	25	people)	
with	historian		Donovan	King.	This	year’s	focus	is	Postcolonial	Old	
Montreal:	an	Irish	Perspective.	For	those	who		prefer	to	stay	home,	King	will	briefly	zoom	
live	from	Place	d’armes,	after	which	the	festival	will		screen	a	pre-recorded	virtual	walk.	

concert	performers	include	singers	geraldina	Mendez,	Kathleen	Mcauliffe	and	Johanne	
Patry.	The		Festival	will	highlight	two	canadian	novels	driven	by	the	Potato	Famine,	one	of	
the	great	tragedies		of	the	19th	century,	and	the	massive	immigration	it	launched.	Martina	
Branagan	will	read	from	her		translation	of	FaNETTE,	an	affecting	Québecois	novel	of	a	
young	Irish	Famine	orphan	finding	her	feet	in	New	France,	and	Peter	Behrens	from	his	gritty	
governor	general’s	award-winning	first	novel,	THE	laW	OF	DREaMS	with	its	harrowing	
depiction	of	life	aboard	the	coffin	ships.	

also,	Kerry	McElroy	PhD	speaks	 to	 Irish	podcaster	cian	gill	 about	 the	origins	of	 Irish	
cinema.	(Fun		Fact:	James	Joyce	opened	the	first	dedicated	cinema	in	Ireland,	the	Volta	Electric	Theatre.)	There		
will	be	a	 link	 to	 James	 Joyce	–	Friends,	Enemies	and	 Influences,	uK-based	cartoonist	craig	Morriss’s	 	hilarious	

and	exquisitely	detailed	caricatures	of	 James	Joyce	
interacting	with	figures	from	literature		and	history.	

as	 always,	 Bloomsday	 itself,	 June	16	 is	dedicated	
to	 readings	 from	 the	 famous	novel.	 Banned	 and		
celebrated	for	its	sex	and	anticlericalism,	shunned	and	
cherished	for	its	stylistic	complexity,	the		book	is	best	
savoured	by	hearing	it	read	aloud.	For	the	occasion,	
Wright	has	cherry-picked	some	of	 	his	favourite	passages.	Readers	 include	stalwarts	
clive	Brewer	and	Pat	Machin,	and	Fee,	who	brings		the	Festival	full	circle	back	to	Molly	

Bloom.	an	actor	and	voice	artist,	Fee	has	been	reading	from	the	final	section	of	ulysses	since	the	beginning	of	the	
Festival.	This	last,	challenging	chapter	is	a	drowsy,		blousy	reverie	of	yearning,	regret	and	ultimately,	acceptance.	as	
beloved	Festival	founders	Judith		and	Dave	Schurman	described	it	many	years	
ago:	“James	Joyce’s	ulysses	is	about	love,	betrayal,		forgiveness,	nationalism,	

otherness,	compromise,	memory	
and	music.	 But	 at	 its	 core,	 it’s	
about	 a	 	man	 and	 a	 woman,	
living	 in	 a	 city,	 asking	 lots	 of	
questions	 and	 remembering	
the	past.	Basically,	 it’s	 	how	we	
all	make	 it	 through	 the	 day.”	

For	further	information	and	updates,	as	well	as	to	purchase	tickets	and	
register	online:	bloomsdaymontreal.com/2021-events	or	Tel.:	(438)	969-
3300.	Many	events	fill	up	quickly!

festival blooMsday Montréal cont.



N
U

A
C

H
T

Patrick	Radden	Keefe’s	book	Say	NOTHINg,	whose	title	comes	from	a	line	in	a	
Seamus	Heaney	poem	which	examines	the	treacherous	precedent	of	speaking	
plainly	about	the	Troubles	in	Northern	Ireland,	paints	a	comprehensive	picture	
of	the	historical	account	of	violence	in	Belfast	in	the	twentieth	century.			Keefe’s	
focus	is	the	story	of	the	murder	of	Jean	Mcconville,	a	42	year-old	widow	of	ten	
children	who	lived	in	Divis	Flats	in	West	Belfast.		For	four	decades	her	children	
searched	for	answers	about	her	disappearance.		Her	abduction	was	one	of	
the	most	notorious	episodes	of	the	conflict.	Everyone	in	the	neighbourhood	
knew	the	IRa	was	responsible	but	within	a	climate	of	paranoia	and	fear,	no	
one	would	speak	of	it.		

Keefe	introduces	us	to	a	few	of	the	main	people	responsible	for	much	of	the	
violence	caused	by	the	IRa,	such	as	gerry	adams,	Brendan	Hughes,	Bobby	
Sands,	Dolours	and	Marian	Price	 to	name	a	 few.	 	Dolours	Price	wearing	a	

balaclava	is	featured	on	the	book’s	cover.

This	book	is	a	result	of	four	years	of	research	with	more	than	one	hundred	interviews.		Keefe	considers	his	book		
a	work	of	narrative	nonfiction	more	than	a	history	 text.	 	He	examines	how	difficult	 it	 is	 to	cultivate	a	historical	
record	when	different	accounts	contain	conflicting	information.	Even	though	the	Troubles	are	still	a	strong	force	
in	collective	living	memory,	most	people	who	lived	through	the	conflict	are	reluctant	to	talk	about	it,	even	after	
it	has	been	officially	resolved.		along	this	narrative,	the	reader	is	then	introduced	to	the	secret	recordings	known	
as	the	Boston	college	Tapes.		The	tapes	contain	interviews	with	ex-paramilitaries,	both	republicans	and	loyalists	
about	their	involvement	in	various	attacks	and	murders	during	the	Troubles.		Participants	would	tell	their	stories	in	
secret	and	were	promised	that	the	tapes	and	transcripts	would	only	be	made	public	after	their	deaths.		However,	
this	was	violated	after	a	lengthy	court	battle	between	Boston	college	and	the	Police	Service	of	Northern	Ireland,	
who	launched	an	investigation	to	find	the	bodies	of	16	people	killed	by	the	Provisional	IRa.

Say	NOTHINg	is	a	well-researched	and	incredibly	crafted	account	of	the	Troubles	and	is	packed	with	remarkable	
historical	information	which	keeps	the	reader	engaged	from	beginning	to	end.		It	is	a	fast-paced	enlightening	read	and	I	
would	highly	recommend	this	
book	 for	 anyone	 interested	
in	 Irish	history	or	a	gripping	
true	story	of	murder	and	 its	
repercussions.		

21	 	 	 May		2021

By Laurie McKeoWn-thoMassin

book revieW
say notHing: a true story of Murder and 

MeMory in nortHern ireland
by patrick radden keefe

I r i sh 	 poet 	 Seamus	
H e an ey 	 r e a d s 	 a n	
extract	 of	 one	 of	 his	
most	 famous	 poems,	
“Whatever	 you	 say,	
say	 nothing”	 about	
the	 Northern	 Ireland	
“troubles”	-	in	a	channel	4	
News	recording	in	1999.

https://bit.ly/33NsioJ
https://bit.ly/33NsioJ
https://bit.ly/33NsioJ
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people in tHe neWs

comhghairdeas liBh!

Former	 St.	 Patrick’s	 Society	 President,	 Patrick	 Shea,	
and	 his	 wife,	 laurie	 Birbilas,	 are	 very	 happy	 to	
announce	the	birth	of	their	son,	cIaRaN	HaRRINgTON	
SHEa,	who	 arrived	 on	 april	 1,	 2021.	 ciaran’s	 older	
brothers,	 liam,	Hugo,	griffin	 and	Elias	 are	delighted.	

ciaran’s	middle	name	honours	his	 great-great-great-
great-grandmother,	 Hanora	Harrington,	who,	 along	
with	her	sons,	Denis	Shea	and	Daniel	Shea	Jr.,	emigrated	
from	Kenmare,	county	Kerry,	widowed	 (her	husband,	
Daniel	Shea	Sr.,	likely	died	either	in	Ireland	or	during	the	
voyage	over	to	canada),	and	arrived	in	Montreal	in	1851.		
Hanora’s	first	 recorded	address	 in	her	new	city	 in	1852	
indicated	that	she	lived	on	the	corner	of	Mccord	Street	
and	William	Street,	where	 she	worked	as	a	 laundress.

The	 25th	 annual	 St.	 Patrick’s	
golf	 Tournament	 will	 take	
place	Friday	September	17th.	

This	will	be	the	first	in-person	
event	hosted	by	 the	 society	
in	over	a	year.	Please	note	the	
significance	of	the	date	as	it	is	
exactly	half	way	to	St.	Patrick’s	
Day	2022.	

as	 the	pandemic	has	greatly	
affected	 the	 ability	 of	 the	
society	 to	 raise	 funds,	 we	
are	 especially	 counting	 on	
your	 support	 this	year	 so	 the	
society	can	continue	 to	 fund	
all	 its	worthy	 charities	 and	
organizations.	

additional	information	will	follow.	until	then	enjoy	the	nice	weather	and	stay	healthy.
	
If	anyone	has	questions,	concerns	or	suggestions,	feel	free	to	contact	me:		ddubeau7@gmail.com

save tHe date: sps golf tournaMent
By	Dave	Dubeau

The	St.	Patrick’s	Society	sends	very	best	wishes	to	KaTIE	IRVINg,	our	Office	Manager	who	
will	be	leaving	us	temporarily	for	the	imminent	birth	of	their	second	baby.	While	she	is	on	
leave,	Robin	Brokrick	will	be	with	us.	Welcome	Robin.

mailto:ddubeau7%40gmail.com%0D?subject=
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kukuM by Michel Jean 
Book	Recommendation

Michel	 Jean,	whose	name	 is	becoming	more	and	more	 familiar	 to	Quebecers,	 is	an	
author,	journalist	and	television	news	anchor	(TVa),	who	hails	from	the	Innu	First	Nation	
community	of	Mashteuiatsh.

His	most	 recent	novel,	named	KuKuM,	has	won	several	prestigious	 literary	awards	
including	the	Prix	littéraire	France-Québec,	in	the	fall	of	2020.	

Kukum,	which	in	the	Innu-aimun	language,	means	grandmother,	is	not	only	a	wonderfully	
told	personal	memoir	about	the	author’s	great-grandmother,	but	it	is	also	historically	
very	poignant	and	moving.

In	Kukum,	we	first	meet	almanda	Siméon,	a	young	orphaned	girl,	adopted	by	her	aunt	
and	uncle	and	living	in	a	rather	bleak	village	named	St-Prime.	Even	at	a	very	young	age,	
we	learn	of	her	strong	vision	of	place	and	liberty,	and	feel	that	her	existence	will	not	be	
limited	to	that	small	village	and	its	narrow	mentality.	Her	life	will	change	dramatically	the	
moment	she	sets	her	eyes	on	a	young	Innu	man	named	Thomas	Siméon.	at	the	mere	
age	of	fifteen,	she	marries	this	handsome	Innu	and	then	slowly	but	determinately	grows	
into	the	heart	of	the	Innu	culture	and	clanship.		

almanda	participates	in	the	harsh	hunting	and	trapping	expeditions,	all	set	near	and	north	of	lake	Pekuakami	(lac	
St-Jean),	and	triumphs	as	a	natural	in	all	aspects	of	nomadic	life.		The	novel’s	descriptions	of	rugged	mountain	and	
translucent	lake	are	so	vivid	and	luminous,	that	they	captivate	the	sense	of	territory	that	make	up	the	First	Nations	
nomadic	lifestyle.	

The	family	lives	through	all	the	trials	and	tribulations	of	the	nomadic	clans,	including	birth,	death	and	famine,	and	
so	the	story	of	the	circle	of	life	is	told.	The	heartbreaking	aspect	of	the	story	recounts	the	dispossession	of	the	First	
Nations	lands	and	of	course,	that	of	the	devastation	of	the	residential	school	system.	The	touching	aspect	is	that	they	
are	told	through	the	vision	of	the	narrator,	almanda,	who	demonstrates	resolve,	strength	and	courage	to	protect	
the	land	and	Innu	culture	for	her	eight	children.

Remarkably,	at	the	end	of	the	story,	we	find	out	that	almanda	is	in	fact	an	orphan	whose	parents	died	on	the	ship	
journey	from	Ireland,	escaping	the	ravages	of	the	great	Famine.	The	link	between	the	story	of	the	Irish	in	Quebec	
and	that	of	the	First	Nations	is	somehow	of	a	similar	fabric,	as	beautifully	told	in	this	story!

Kukum	is	Michel	Jean’s	eighth	novel.	at	this	time,	it	has	been	published	in	French	only,	but	it	certainly	merits	to	be	
translated	into	several	other	languages.	If	you	can,	pick	it	up	and	you’ll	be	more	than	rewarded!

By Maureen MccorMicK

Photo:		chapters-Indigo
where	you	can	read	
a	sample	in	French

We	wish	to	thank	the	following	who	contributed	articles	and/or	photos	to	this	issue	of	NuacHT:

	 Ken	Quinn	 Kevin	callahan	 	 carol	Mccormick		 geoffrey	Kelley	 	
	 Pat	Short	 Dave	Dubeau	 	 Fergus	Keyes	 	 Jim	McDermott	
	 Patrick	Shea		 Natasha	Woytiuk		 lucas	lawton		 	 President	Michael	D.	Higgins
	 Mike	Burns		 g.	Scott	Macleod	 Maureen	Mccormick	 laurie	McKeown-Thomassin

https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/fr-ca/livres/kukum/9782764813447-article.html


N
U

A
C

H
T

24	 May		2021

https://advisors.nbfwm.ca/en/andrea-t-bobkowicz/

ANDREA T. BOBKOWICZ 
Investment Advisor, Conseillère en placement

Tel.: 514-871-4339

andrea.bobkowicz@bnc.ca

1 Place Ville Marie, Bureau 1700,  
Montréal, Québec  H3B 2C1

coMMunity events 2021

sps trivia night 
Thurs June 10, 2021 at 7:30 PM   
https://spsmtl.com/membership/transactions/

festival bloomsday Montreal  
Sat June 12 - Wed June 16, 2021 (Bloomsday) 
bloomsdaymontreal.com/2021-events 
Tel.: (438) 969-3300

25th annual sps golf tournament  
Fri Sept 17, 2021     
ddubeau7@gmail.com

mailto:info%40spsquare.ca?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/spsmtl/
https://twitter.com/spsmtl%3Flang%3Den
https://spsmtl.com/
https://spsmtl.com/membership/transactions/
http://bloomsdaymontreal.com/2021-events/
mailto:ddubeau7%40gmail.com%0D?subject=

