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It seems Canadians will find any reason to We think it fitting to honour and remember
celebrate. Last year was the 150th anniversary Thomas D’Arcy McGee as we approach the 150th
of Confederation. We celebrated. Montreal anniversary of his assassination. On the morning
celebrated its 375th birthday. In 2023, the iconic of April 7th, an intimate graveside service will be
St. Patrick’s Parade in Montreal will celebrate observed with members of McGee’s family and
its 200th consecutive edition.
political and community leaders .
Montrealers will celebrate.
In the early afternoon, Mass will be
Canadians of Irish descent
celebrated at St. Patrick’s Basilica
also turn sombre occasions
where McGee worshipped and his
such as the passing of loved
seat is marked with a Canadian
ones into celebrations of
flag. Following Mass, we will learn
their lives and the wonderful
a little about this Irish Montrealer  
memories they have left
when several well-informed
behind.
speakers will address those in
Father of Confederation,
attendance  about McGee and his
Thomas D’Arcy McGee, Irish
life. Personally, I know little about
Montrealer and member of
Thomas D’Arcy Etienne   McGee other than he was a
parliament, was assassinated
lawyer, poet, politician, journalist
Hughes McGee,
in Ottawa in the early morning
and Father of Confederation, so
the first Irishman in the
hours of April 7th, 1868 after
I am looking forward to hearing
English-speaking world
a long night of debate in the
about him.
to appear on a postage
House of Commons in what stamp, based on a portrait As is customary, an I r i s h
remains the only assassination
Wake will be held at Hurley’s
taken by photographer,
of a Federal elected official in
Irish Pub, following the talk at
William James Topley
Canadian history.
the Basilica to remember our
Instrumental in the birth of our nation, Father of Confederation, celebrate the life of a
McGee was a St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal man who accomplished much in his 43 years,
member until January 27th, 1868 shortly and raise a glass in his honour.      
before his death, when he was expelled So, set aside April 7th to join us as we honour
from the Society only to be reinstated as a and celebrate the life of Thomas D’Arcy McGee,
member, posthumously, on June 19th, 2012. Father of Confederation, taken from this earth
The Society has taken it upon itself to help far too soon but whose legacy lives on.
maintain McGee’s burial site at  Notre-Damedes-Neiges Cemetery.
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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Members and Friends,
Well, it’s another New Year for the Society and what an exciting and busy one it’s shaping up to be! We ended 2017 on
a high note with a great AGM in November and a wonderful Christmas party at director, Bill Hurley’s iconic Montreal
establishment on December 7th. A warm and relaxed celebration, it was a great closeout to my first year as your president.
In the end, Montreal’s 375th and Canada’s 150th anniversary year was also a terrific year for the Society, with all of our
events featuring exciting new aspects and locations, and terrific attendance overall. Thanks again to all the volunteers
who put in literally hundreds of hours to make them possible. Let’s hope that all of our events this year are as well
attended and successful. These events serve to highlight the multi-faceted nature of our Irish community to Montreal
as a whole. It’s always so important to also remember that the net proceeds from our events - the Ball, Luncheon and
Golf Tournament - are given away to an assortment of worthy Montreal charities and Irish educational, cultural and
sporting not-for-profits.
This year, you’ll be seeing a series of testimonial articles in Nuacht from various grants and sponsorship recipients who
will testify as to how crucial these monies are to their own mission, services and operations.
Folks, by attending our events, you’re not only celebrating our heritage, our community, making new friends and
having some fun but you’re also helping others as a direct result. I’d therefore also like to say a personal thank you to
all of our members, supporters, sponsors and friends for helping us to continue to function not only as a charity but
also as an integral part of the Montreal Irish landscape.
So - what’s in line for this spring? Shortly, in February, you’ll receive our Strategic Planning questionnaire. This survey
will help to guide our efforts into the future. Please share this questionnaire with interested family and friends and
take the few minutes needed to complete the survey. We need and truly appreciate your input and guidance. Thanks
to Kim Hogan, Christie Brown and the whole planning committee for this huge effort. You can look forward to hearing
a full report of the results at our general meeting in June.
On March 2nd, we are proud to celebrate our 161st annual Charity Ball at the Marriott Château Champlain, followed by
our 185th annual Charity Luncheon at the Plaza Ballroom of the EVO centre on Friday, March 16th. These two events are
always great fun and we are very fortunate yet again to have a prominent patron, guests of honour and guest speakers
at both events. Please read the full details in the articles in this issue. Although extremely well attended, we’d love to
see more members at both events. If, unfortunately, you are
unable to attend either event, please donate generously to this NUACHT,  Community Newsletter of St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal
year’s Patron’s Fund at spsmtl.com. Anyone attending the Ball
Production:
Martina Branagan (Editor),
and donating to the Patron’s Fund is invited to join us at the
Dave Dubeau, Kim Hogan, Scott Phelan,
VIP reception beforehand. All donations will receive a full tax
and Ken Quinn (Editorial Board)
Maura Druda (proof-reading)
receipt as well and again will help us to support so many others.
In early April, the Society is also planning and hosting an
important memorial celebration in commemoration of the
150th anniversary of the assassination of prominent Montrealer,
past SPS member and Father of Confederation, Thomas D’Arcy
McGee. Please keep Saturday, April 7th open in your calendar
and join us at St. Patrick’s Basilica to remember perhaps the
most eminent, certainly the most eloquent, Irish Montrealer in
Canadian history. Please see the full details on the front page
of this issue.
In late spring (yes there will be an end to this wicked winter
weather!) we can look forward to our next General Meeting
on June 7th and our charity Golf Tournament on June 19th - but
Cont. page 3
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that’s for our next issue of Nuacht.
Until then, I wish you all a wonderful Irish Season and
I look forward to seeing you at the Ball, the Luncheon
and the Parade.

Save the date!
Tuesday, June 19th, 2018.
For the past 22 years,
this has been an event not to be missed!  
Last year’s tournament enjoyed
the largest turnout to date – 172 golfers.  

Warmest regards,
Scott Phelan,
President,
St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal.

We are pleased to announce that
the 23

rd

Beannachtaí na
Féile Pádr aig
oraibh Go Léir!!

Annual Charity Golf Tournament

will once again take place at
Club de golf Belle Vue,
Ville de Lery
on TUESDAY, JUNE 19, 2018.  
Your participation on this day
will include a Buffet Breakfast,
Green Fees, Golf Cart and Dinner with Wine.

Tickets will be available soon on the Society’s website
at http://www.spsmtl.com/events

SPS Committee and Event Chairs
Charity Ball
Charity Luncheon
Governance and protocol
Investment Committee
Golf Committee
Grants Committee
Membership Committee
Nominating Committee
Strategic Planning
Youth Wing
    

SPS Youth Committee

Kim Hogan
Carol McCormick
Christie Brown
Paul Doyle
Dave Dubeau
Christie Brown
Ken Quinn
Paul Dunne
Kim Hogan
Maria Cook/Conor O’Hara

Advertising Rates for Nuacht
Size
Card size
1/4 page		
1/3 page		
1/2 page

One issue
$75
$150
$200
$250

Four issues
$200
$350
$500
$700

Saving
$100
$250
$300
$300

For information please contact Kimberly Payne at
ads@spsmtl.com
All submissions are to be forwarded directly to our editor,
Martina Branagan at nuacht@spsmtl.com
The deadlines for submissions are: September 15th, November
15th, January 31st and May 15th.
Rates do not include layout or art. Please submit all art work in
JPEG/PDF, sized accordingly. Rates do not include GST and
PST, if applicable.
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ST. PATRICK’S BALL
By Kim Hogan, 2018 Ball Chair, St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal

Believe it or not, Spring and the Irish Season are just
around the corner! Yes, we are just under one month
away from St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal’s 161st Annual
Charity Ball, taking place on Friday, March 2nd, 2018, at
the Salle de Bal of the Marriott Château Champlain, 1
place du Canada, Montreal, Quebec, H3B 4C9.
Our long-standing charitable ball officially ignites
the Irish Season in
Montreal, and this
year’s edition promises
to be another fabulous
celebration of our Irish
heritage.
Don your tuxedos,
gentlemen and your
ball gowns, ladies
and join our Guest
of Honour, Mr. Paul
Donovan, and our
Honorar y Patron,
Mr. Sean Finn, for an
extremely enjoyable evening of fine food, great
entertainment and dancing, all the while helping to
raise funds towards the Society’s charitable endeavours.

Celebrating Our Irish Heritage

St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal requests the honour of your presence at the

Friday March 2nd 2018
Marriott Chateau Champlain
1 Place du Canada
Guests of Honour
Mr. Paul Donovan, President, Loyola High School
Patron
Mr. Sean Finn, Executive Vice-President Corporate Services
and Chief Legal Officer, CN
Cocktails 6:30 PM Dinner 8PM
Black Tie, Evening Gown
For tickets, please visit our website at spsmtl.com/events or call us at 514-481-1346.
Payment Types: Visa & MasterCard are accepted at www.spsmtl.com or by phone at 514-481-1346

How to get there
If you’re driving, there is self-parking at the hotel:
$26.00 / 12 hours

The festivities begin at 18:30 with cocktails. A sumptuous,  
sit-down meal will be served at 20:00. Then, it’s time for
dancing the night away with The Director’s Showband... If you’re on public transit, the hotel is directly connected
to the Bonaventure metro station and four blocks away
from Peel metro station.
Tickets are going fast, so if you have not already done
so, please go on-line and purchase yours today.
For any questions or enquiries, please call Katie Irving
at our office on 514-481-1346.
Purchase Tickets to the 2018 Annual Charity Ball
Should you be unable to attend, we encourage you
to make a donation to the Patron’s Fund to help your
Society continue its charitable work. One hundred per
cent (100%) of the net funds from this event go to many
worthy Montreal Irish charities and not-for-profits.

Donate to the Patron’s Fund
When you purchase a ticket to the Ball and also make
a donation to the Patron’s Fund, you will receive an
invitation for two (2) persons to the Patron’s VIP cocktail
beforehand.

February 2018
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By Kim Hogan

Sean Finn, Executive Vice-President, Corporate Services and Chief
Legal Officer for CN is this year’s PATRON of St. Patrick’s Society’s
161st Annual Charity Ball.
Photo: CN

Prior to joining CN, he practiced law with the Montreal firm,
Lavery de Billy and led the Tax practice group. He joined CN
in 1994. Sean is former Chairman of the Canadian Chamber of
Commerce (2006-2007), the Quebec Chamber of Commerce
(2002-2003) and the Railway Association of Canada (2005-2006).
He served as city councillor and mayor of the City of St-Lambert
(1994-2009).  Sean  is currently a board member of CANAM Group,
the Montreal Children’s Hospital Foundation, Swimming Canada
and Tree Canada.  He is also Chair of the Board of Directors of the
Chamber of Commerce of Metropolitan Montreal for 2017-2018.
Sean Finn
Patron

Paul Donovan is the GUEST OF HONOUR at this year’s
Ball.
Photo: Loyola High School

Paul has been working in Secondary Education for twenty-five
years. He is currently the President of Loyola High School in
Montreal after having spent ten years as its principal. In 2008,
Loyola High School was in court with Quebec’s Ministry of
Education over the implementation of the Province’s Ethics
and Religious Culture program and the Supreme Court ruled
in Loyola’s favour in March of 2015.

Paul Donovan
Guest of Honour

W

He has been President of the Quebec Association of Independent
Schools (QAIS) and of the English Speaking Catholic Council
(ESCC) and is a founding member and current board member
of Catholic Action Montreal. He holds degrees in Theology, in
Education and in Educational Leadership.

e wish to thank the following who contributed articles and/or photos to this issue of NUACHT:
Scott Phelan
Jim McDermott
Dr. Jason King
Pat Short

Ken Quinn
Kim Hogan
Victor Boyle  
Dave Dubeau
Don McMahon Conor Barry
Jim Beauchamp Mark Gallagher Leo Delaney
Annie Gaumond

Marion Mulvenna
Carol McCormick
Tony Cunningham

Gabhaimid buíochas
libh go léir!
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LADIES AND GENTLEMEN – THE QUEEN!
By Scott Phelan, President, St. Patrick’s Society and photos by Ken Quinn

On Saturday, February 3rd, the United Irish Societies held their 63rd Queen Selection evening to choose the Queen and
her Court for this year’s St. Patrick’s Day parade. The gathering was held at the beautiful Plaza ballroom at the Evo
Center, the former Delta Hotel, with close to 300 in attendance.
The Emcee for the evening’s festivities was once again the fabulous Laurie Graham of CTV News. Some of this year’s
judges included SPS director Andrea Bobkowicz, Paul Karwatsky also of CTV News, City Councillor, Sterling Downey
and Quebec Minister, Kathryn Weil while past SPS president, Michael Kenneally and his wife, Rhona were the judge’s
advisors and SPS VP and UIS past president, Ken Quinn was the scrutineer and technical consultant.
The evening started with Erin Sports icon and prominent Montreal Irishman, Francis Baddeley performing the two
national anthems accompanied by Terry Clahane.
Congratulations go out to this year’s Parade Grand
Marshal, Elizabeth Quinn, Chief Reviewing Officer,
Ronnie James, 2018 Irishman of the Year and long
time SPS director, Paul Doyle, Simon McDonaugh
Humanitarian Award winners, Cindy Bray and Gerry
Tibbo and Liam Daly Award recipient, Alan Jones.
This year, the competitors were truly impressive!
All were very well spoken, with extensive resumes
of community service, educational prowess and
volunteerism. Any one of these young women would
have made a great choice as queen or princess and
the judges certainly had no easy time of it.

This year, the competitors were truly impressive!

Finally, after performances by the Bernadette Short
School of Irish Dance, the Shamrock Band, and other
fine performers, the final
choices were announced
at 11 p.m. For 2018, the
Parade Queen is Kathleen
Brown-Vandecruys and
the Princesses are Olivia
O’Keeffe, Darragh KilkennyMondoux, Taylor Pogue
and Lauren Tracy.
We congratulate the Queen
and her Court and we thank
UIS President, Paul Loftus,
Chair, Collen Murphy and
all the UIS organizers and
volunteers for another
wonderful Queen Selection
evening.
as

ir
gha

L-R: Lauren Tracey, Taylor Pogue, Kathleen Brown-Vandecruys,
Olivia O’Keeffe, and Darragh Kilkenny-Mondooux
February 2018
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By Carol McCormick, Luncheon Chair, St. Patrick’s Society

We are marking two historic milestones within the Irish community at our St. Patrick’s Society Luncheon 2018.  This
year’s prestigious event represents our 185th year as hosts, an accolade which we hold with the utmost pride. It also
represents the 150th anniversary of Thomas D’Arcy McGee’s assassination in 1868. As one of the Fathers of Confederation,
there will be a short audiovisual presentation commemorating D’Arcy McGee’s political and historical impact and
achievements on Canadian society.  This remarkable, not-to-be-missed piece was written and created by Mr. Peter
Shea, a former President of St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal, and produced by Ken Quinn, noted historian within the
Montreal Irish community.

NUACHT

A SPECIAL CELEBRATION
THE 185TH ST. PATRICK’S SOCIETY LUNCHEON

Our guest speaker this year will be none other than The Honorable Jean Charest PC, former
Premier of Quebec and Deputy Prime Minister of Canada in 1993.  Mr. Charest will be introduced
by his longtime friend and well-known member of the Montreal business community, Mr. Sean
Finn, CN, Executive Vice-President Corporate Services and Chief Legal Officer.

Jean Charest

Among our special guests will be Patrick O’Donovan, TD, Minister of State at the Department of
Finance and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform with special responsibility for
Public Procurement, Open Government and eGovernment and His Excellency, the Ambassador
of Ireland to Canada, Jim Kelly.

Every year, we try our best to add a new twist to the festivities.  Last year, we introduced an advertising brochure
which was well received and appreciated by our advertisers and was a great resource of useful information for various
services, restaurants, boutiques, etc. As a result of its success, we are pleased to bring it back again this year.
Another great feature from last year was our very successful raffle. This year, you will have the opportunity to try
your luck for a 7-day cruise for two to the Bahamas (value $2,500 sponsored by Expedia CruiseShipCenters, Montreal,
conditions apply), 2 tickets to see the Canadiens vs. the Washington Capitals (value $384.00 sponsored by Mr. Brian
O’Neill), and finally a beautiful “Champagne” basket (value $200.00 sponsored by ROI – Research on Investment).
An additional highlight this year will be a 2-4 p.m. “Pub Break”. Following the meal in the ballroom, the foyer will be
transformed into a pub-like atmosphere with décor, furnishings, and music. This will give you the chance to continue
your conversation with friends while having an Irish coffee (or whatever your preference) and simply unwind.
I invite you to come and join us for a great 185th Anniversary celebration and support the Society’s efforts in giving
back to the community.
The Luncheon will be held on Friday, March 16th:
Plaza Centre Ville – EVO
777 Robert Bourassa (University)
Cash Bar: 11:00 a.m.
Lunch:  Noon
Pub Break:  2-4 p.m.
Cost:   $85.00 – Member
             $95.00 – Non-member
             $1,500.00 - Corporate Table
Please contact the office if you wish to purchase a non-corporate table of 10.
Tickets and tables can be purchased on our website at http://spsmtl.com/purchase_tickets

Thomas D’Arcy McGee
Library & Archives Canada

Looking forward to seeing you on March 16th!
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GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN!
By Jim McDermott

April 10th is coming up soon and on that historic day, in 1998, the Good Friday Agreement was signed, sealed and
delivered. During those prodigious times, the majority of the people in Ireland responded jubilantly, with praise
and optimism. The horror of the North’s Troubles had run its course, and so began the process of reconciliation.
In celebration of those remarkable times, a venturesome trio from Montreal’s Irish community, surreptitiously
hoisted the flag of Ireland as a mark of great honour and devotion. They went out on a limb and scaled our city’s
iconic Cross atop Mount Royal.
On that day, I particularly remember gazing up towards the high perched structure from where I was, on Park Ave.
“What a sight,” I thought to myself, my country’s flag mysteriously silhouetted against the Cross’s lustrous structure
and looking majestic.
The gentle, fluttering, vibrant buntings of Orange and Green, both literally and figuratively
represent Unionism and Nationalism. This was a unique moment and a great opportunity
to photograph that special tribute which was inspired because of those amazing events
that took place during the signing of the Northern Ireland Peace Agreement. Those
gallant members of the Irish community truly went to the dizzy height, displaying the
flag and their grit.
Go tell it on the mountain
over the hills and everywhere.
April 10th, 1998 was a time to celebrate,
a time to rejoice,
a rare old time,
when the flag of Ireland reigned over our city,
in a flutter of grace,
high above the swaying branches,
filled with majestic leaves,
and crowning every hillside tree for peace and liberty.

A HISTORICAL ERROR
By Leo Delaney, Jeanie Johnston Educational Foundation Inc.

The revelation that 76,000 French Canadians, not 36,000, participated in the First World War, changes the history of
that period dramatically.  For decades, it was reported in the press and the history text books across Canada that only
36,000 enlisted in the Canadian forces, a fact used to denigrate the French Canadians reputation as to their support
of the war effort. The Jeanie Johnston Educational Foundation, during its research for the latest schools’ program,
in consultation with Historian, Jean Martin Ph.D., Department of Defence, Ottawa, found in his in-depth study of
the records of the Canadian Forces, that the 36,000 figure as had been recorded and published was incorrect. See
link: http://www.journal.forces.gc.ca/Vol17/no4/page47-eng.asp

The new lessons, created by Sam Allison B.Sc., MA. and his team, will take this revelation into the schools’ program,
which has just completed the first module, integrated in the GeoHistory Map method, “French Canadians in World
War I”. Students will learn the true facts of that moment in history. The GeoHistory application that uses Google maps
is presently being tested in several schools of the Nine School Boards on the island of Montreal, with the goal to
adapt the system as a teaching tool to improve their knowledge of History in Quebec and Canada. The new release
of Version 2 of the GeoHistory Map will include Search capabilities, which will help teachers use the application in
classroom settings. This will increase the historical data about historical facts and will propel this interactive format
into all the schools in Quebec. The module “French Canadians in World War I” is completed and will shortly be
followed by Trench Warfare in World War I, North American Explorers and the Battle of the Plains of Abraham. As the
program is bilingual, it is now being introduced into the French milieu in Quebec and French schools outside Quebec.  
February 2018
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By Mark Gallagher, Montreal Rugby Footbal Club

2017 marked the 60th anniversary of the founding of the Montreal Irish Rugby Football Club.  Our Executive Board
and Members wanted to celebrate this significant milestone by making sure that our various rugby programs would
make the club founders proud, as well as host a series of key events throughout the year.
The club set a target to win the Premier and Premier Reserve Provincial Championships in the men’s division and
we’re proud to announce that we did just that, by defeating Bytown Blues 17-10 in reserves and 45-36 in the premier
division final at Concordia University fields in September (a game that many have said was one of the finest displays
of rugby seen in Quebec in recent years).
The MIRFC Ladies saw a significant improvement in 2017 and won a number of matches compared to the season
before. Numbers are growing and the program is showing steady progress.  2018 is expected to show even more
promise as the ladies settle into the division.

The 2017 Provincial Champions - Montreal Irish Rugby Football Club

Another successful development was the expansion of the Verdun
mini rugby program, which has kindly been supported by a St.
Patrick’s Society grant. The program had over 50 kids participating
and we took part in our first competitive games in 2017.  The program
will grow in 2018 and help kids stay healthy and active while having
fun and making new friends.
On the social calendar, the three main events, Golf Tournament, Black
Tie Dinner and Rugby Day at Sainte Julie were all very successful and
the club would like to thank everyone in the Irish community for their
support.
All that remains
MIRFC second team celebrates
is to say that in
the last 60 years, the club has grown and evolved to become
the dominant club in Quebec and Eastern Ontario and we look
forward to 60 more years at the top! Thanks to all our members,
family and supporters within the Irish community. We hope to
see you out at some games in 2018.
Many great moments were captured this year by photographers
and their photo albums can be seen on our facebook
page: https://www.facebook.com/pg/MontrealIrishRFC/
photos/?tab=albums
Past Presidents of Montreal Irish Rugby Football Club
9
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By Ken Quinn

PRE-SASHING HONOUR

On February 9th, over one hundred members of Montreal’s
Irish community braved the cold temperatures, snow
banks, and construction chaos to join their hosts in the Erin
Sports Association clubhouse where they were formally
introduced to Paul Doyle, Irishman of the Year 2018,
succeeding Andrew Fogarty who was so honoured in 2017.
The members of the Erin Sports Association offered
their guests an evening of lively music, good food, cold
refreshments, and great conversation. In an evening
steeped in tradition, Francis Baddeley performed the Irish
and Canadian national anthems followed by a moment of
silence in memory of their deceased members. Throughout
the evening, Lisa Forget and Terry Clahane entertained the
guests, performing all the classic songs they are known for.
Representatives from the various sister organizations were
welcomed, the names of the amateur athletes of the year
were announced, and the newly crowned Queen and her
princesses introduced themselves. However, this night was
all about honouring Paul Doyle.

impressive display, last year’s honoree, Andrew Fogarty
rose to speak about his experiences as Irishman of the
Year. Paul was invited to the front of the hall where he
donned his sash for the first time and spoke glowingly
about the humility he feels at having been selected for
this honour.

Paul Doyle, SPS Director receives a commendation
from David Lametti MP for Lasalle-Emard-Verdun

Local Member of Parliament, David Lametti presented
Paul with a wonderful citation on the occasion of his
selection as Irishman of the Year.

Paul with a distinguished rank of fellow Irishmen of the Year

After the many former Irishmen of the Year donned
their sashes and advanced to the front of the hall in an
Paul entertained us all during his acceptance speech

During the evening, everyone relaxed as they filled their
plates with appetizing food, catered for the occasion in
a cozy and welcoming atmosphere.
Tim Furlong and his team must be congratulated for
organizing this successful event. We look forward to
a great and entertaining breakfast at the EVO-Plaza
Centreville on March 10th, 2018.
Andrew Fogarty, Irishman of the Year 2017 with
Nicole Picher  who works with MP David Lametti
February 2018
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By Dave Dubeau with photos from SPS

To usher in the Christmas season, St. Patrick’s Society held
its annual Christmas party on December 7th at Hurley’s
Irish Pub on Crescent Street in downtown Montreal.
Members were treated to drinks and a delicious buffet
meal. Entertainment was provided by the Bernadette
Short Dancers, Casey Costello’s School of Dancing and a
rousing medley of Christmas carols was led by our very
own Carol McCormick, supported by the members. The
wonderful Solstice Band played many seasonal and Irish
favorites for the full house.
Host, Bill Hurley (centre)
with Christie Brown and Pamela McGovern

It was a great evening with an opportunity to renew old
friendships and make new ones.

Combined dancing team delighted everyone

Fergus V. Keyes, Wade Gustafson and Scott Phelan
salute the season

       

Solstice Band capped the night with a
well-thought-out program

The recent history
of the Society was
acknowledged
and the many
past presidents in
at tendance were
recognized by current
President, Scott
Phelan.
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St. Patrick’s Society Youth Committee members
Erin Hynes and Caitlin Moynan
(President of SPS Youth Committee)
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CHRISTMAS PARTY 2017 – A GRAND TIME WAS HAD BY ALL
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BRUIT D’ESPOIR - SOUNDS OF HOPE
SACRED HEART TAKES THE LEAD ON A NEW FUNDRAISER
FOR THE CHILDREN’S
Thursday, February 22nd, 2018, is the official launch of a new fundraising initiative with the Montreal Children’s
Hospital Foundation and The Sacred Heart School of Montreal. Bruit d’espoir – Sounds of Hope is a new
partnership that is aimed at Montreal area elementary and high school students along with the Children’s young
philanthropists and ambassadors. Sounds of Hope is an appeal for children by children.
On Friday, April 6th, 2018, students with musical instruments, drums, whistles, and other noisemakers, will walk
together in the streets surrounding The Sacred Heart School of Montreal and return for a rally in the school’s
gymnasium.  With the foundation’s online giving tool, students and their families are encouraged to donate to
the Montreal Children’s Hospital in support of the care and treatment of patients.
To learn more, visit www.bruitdespoir.com.
MEDIA INVITATION
Thursday, February 22nd, 2018
Student Assembly
Where: The Sacred Heart School of Montreal, 3635 Atwater Avenue, Montreal, H3H 1Y4
Time: 8:30 am - 9:20 am
THE SACRED HEART SCHOOL OF MONTREAL The pre-eminent All Girls English Catholic high school in Montreal,
with 157 years of experience graduating young women of action with solid skills and tools for success. Its mission
is to nurture the mind, body and spirit of each student in a supportive and caring environment. The Sacred
Heart School of Montreal is part of a worldwide network of 148 schools across 30 countries, all of which share
common goals, mission and philosophy. Find out more at www.sacredheart.qc.ca.  
THE MONTREAL CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL FOUNDATION The mission of the Foundation is to support excellence
in care at the Montreal Children’s Hospital of the McGill University Health Centre. To attain this mission, the
Foundation focuses its efforts in three main areas: (1) Acquiring cutting-edge medical equipment and supporting
innovative programmes. (2) Support for research into childhood diseases. (3) The advancement of teaching. For
more information: www.childrenfoundation.com
Information
Annette Kopec Brawley                                              
Kim Fraser
Surrey House Communications                                 VP Marketing & Communications
The Sacred Heart School of Montreal            
The Montreal Children’s Hospital Foundation
annette@surreyhousecommunications.com                       
kfra@mchf.com       
438-881-5609                                                               514-934-4846
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ERIN SPORTS IRISHMAN OF THE YEAR 2018
Paul’s grandfather, J.A. Doyle emigrated from Cork,
Ireland and settled in Nova Scotia where Paul’s two older
siblings were born. Paul was the first of the Doyle family
to be born in Montreal, where he has lived all of his life.
He attended Lajoie Academy in
Outremont for his elementar y
education and then at tended
Catholic High. He is a graduate of
Loyola College with a Bachelor of
Arts degree.
After a short time working for Imperial
Oil, he attended St. Joseph’s Teacher’s
College and obtained a Bachelor
of Education degree. He began
his teaching career at Chomedey
Catholic HS, later renamed Laval
Catholic High. He served for twenty
years as President of the North Shore
Principals’ Association. He was also
on the Board of the Quebec Association of Catholic
School Administrators for sixteen years.
In 1969, he served as Vice-Principal of the new Laval
Catholic High School, which had 135 teachers and 2,200
students as part of a large comprehensive high school.
He finished his educational career as principal of Terry
Fox Elementary School.
Paul has always been active in sports. He played high
school football and basketball. After graduating, he
played football for the NDG Junior Maple Leafs. He
then played for the Lakeshore Flyers, culminating in
winning the Canadian Intermediate Championship in
1953. He later signed a contract with the Saskatchewan
Roughriders. His professional career abruptly ended
when he was sidelined by injuries. Paul was an ardent
skier and golfer in his younger days and later took up
curling at the Montreal West Curling Club, twice winning
the Senior Club Championship. He still manages to have

the first overall pick in the semi-annual Senior’s Draft
every year. He also served as President of the club in 1998.
Paul founded the Retired Principals’ Investment Club
which continues to this day and he is also chairman of  
St. Patrick’s Society Finance
Committee.
Paul has served for over
t w e n t y - f i ve y e a r s o n
the board of directors
of St. Patrick’s Society
including several years as
Vice-President. He was a
founding member of the
Society’s Annual Charitable
Golf Tournament. While
chairing the tournament
since its inception, well over
a quarter of a million dollars
has been raised for the
good works of the Society.
Several years ago when Patrick Vallely, a founding
member of Cine Gael died, Paul created “A Toast to
Ireland” a musical revue that would help to raise funds for
a scholarship in Patrick’s name at the School of Canadian
Irish Studies. Carol McCormick, Kathleen McAuliffe and
Beverly McGuire were the three stars of the memorable
community event.
Paul is married to Lynn Lonergan who was the first female
president of St. Patrick’s Society. They recently celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary.
Paul is a proud father and grandfather and is deeply
touched that so many of his family and friends have
travelled from near and far to celebrate with him.
He thanks the Erin Sports Association for this huge honor
of being selected Irishman of the Year for 2018.

FAMILy LAW

SoLUtIonS
en DroIt De
LA FAMILLe

AVocAtS
MÉDIAteUrS
coAchS
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AttorneyS
MeDIAtorS
coAcheS

mceavocats.com
tel. 514.866.4666
fax 514.866.4667
MCE_McConomy
P01824
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By Dave Dubeau
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GAELIC GAMES CONTINUE TO GROW IN MONTREAL WITH THE
SUPPORT OF ST. PATRICK’S SOCIETY
by Tony Cunningham

Did you know that the oldest Canadian Gaelic sports organization is in Montreal!? The Montreal Shamrocks was
established in 1948 and will celebrate its 70th anniversary this year, which you can read more about in this edition.
The Gaelic Athletic Association is one of the largest amateur sporting organizations in the world. The two main sports,  
Gaelic Football and Hurling, are the most popular in terms of participation, spectatorship and membership. The scope
of this is reflected in the fact that there is a club situated in every single parish in Ireland. The status of the sports is
strictly amateur, meaning no players are paid, even when the top games can attract crowds of over 80,000 people.
A grassroots organization, the Gaelic Athletics Club is very much communityoriented. The Montreal Shamrocks seek to promote these same values (which
are also very much aligned with the values of St. Patrick’s Society) through Gaelic
Football and Hurling. Examples of this can be seen in our current leagues where a
number of traditional Irish neighborhoods in Montreal are represented.
In our Gaelic Football (men’s and women’s) league, we have the following teams:
Griffintown Gaels, Goose Village Black Rocks, Verdun Vikings, and Concordia
Warriors.
And in our Hurling (Co-ed) league,  you can see the following
neighbourhoods represented: Pointe-St-Charles Cú Chulainn, St. Henri Harps, and NDG Na
Fianna Rouges.
Being an amateur and community based sport means trying to keep costs down for our
members as much as possible. This can be challenging in running two seasons (Winter
and Summer), as well as three leagues (two Gaelic Football and one Hurling), purchasing
equipment and travel costs for teams travelling to compete in Canada, the US, and Ireland;
this is where the support of our partners becomes vital.
The continued support of St. Patrick’s Society has allowed us to keep our
registration costs to a minimum. The amount of game-time, training sessions,
and social activities available to Shamrocks’ members in contrast to the low
cost of membership makes this one of the best offers in the city for those
wanting to stay fit and have some fun! Specifically, a large part of the cost of renting out the Stinger
Dome in NDG for our Winter Superleague is covered by the grant we receive from the Society. This
has allowed us to grow massively in the last number of years, with 2017 seeing over 200 people
play Gaelic Games in Montreal.
The Shamrocks regard St. Patrick’s Society as our community partner, and we welcome all members
and supporters to come and try Gaelic Games. People of all ages and abilities are encouraged to
join us. The majority of our members are currently Montreal locals who have never played (nor
heard of!) either sports before trying them, with some even going on to represent Canada at the
World Games in Ireland in 2016.
The Montreal Shamrocks would also like to thank all our partners for their continued support in
helping us to promote these great sports in Montreal.
Montrealshamrocks.com    
facebook.com/montrealshamrocks

		
		
February 2018

Come and try it out for yourself
or
just come to watch exciting sport!
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by Annie Gaumond

This year, the Montreal Shamrocks celebrate a historical milestone as they turn 70 years old. Established in 1948, the
Shamrocks have continuously promoted Gaelic Games in Montreal, building the league to over 200 members in 2017.
In order to commemorate the occasion, the Shamrocks will host a 70th anniversary banquet after their annual May
Tournament, which is sure to be great craic!
The May Tournament is the biggest Gaelic Sports tournament in Canada, and will feature both men’s and women’s
football, as well as hurling, and camogie. With approximately 30 teams participating this year, there will be an
expected 300+ players in attendance. In order to accommodate these ever growing numbers, the May tournament
will take place over 2 days (May 19th-20th, 2018).
All May Tournament players are also invited to the banquet, so players, pack your gladrags in with your boots and
footballs, and get ready for an amazing weekend!
Also, keep an eye out for the limited edition 70th anniversary Montreal Shamrocks booklet that will feature a history
of the club, as well as photos, and interesting anecdotes from members!

FIVE MONTREAL SCHOOLS WELCOME GAA
Beginning February 12th, five schools on the island will participate in a free
6-week programme that will introduce Gaelic Games to over 600 students.
With the help of the Canadian Gaelic Athletic Association and the Ulster Gaelic
Athletic Association in Ireland, the Montreal Shamrocks have partnered with St.
Mary’s University College in Belfast, and have arranged for two student coaches
to travel from Ireland to Montreal. These coaches will enter into the schools
once a week until the end of March, teaching students the skills of Hurling and
Gaelic football during their normally scheduled physical education classes.
The sports require a full range of physical attributes and coordination, making
them excellent activities to improve children’s
all-round physical development and literacy.
With Montreal’s deeply rooted Irish background, this project will not only introduce
students to the GAA, but will also give them a look into a part of their heritage that
they may not know about.
The coaches will see students from Riverview Elementary (Verdun), Lindsay Place High
School (Pointe Claire), Allion Elementary (Lasalle), Springdale Elementary (Dollard-Des
Ormeaux), and St. Gabriel Elementary (Pointe St. Charles).
While we would love to give every child the opportunity to experience Gaelic Games during
school hours, our time with the St. Mary’s coaches is unfortunately limited, restricting our
ability to enter into additional schools. However, the Montreal Shamrocks invite all children
and their families to join us in our weekly Saturday fixtures at the Stinger Dome, with youth
sessions starting in March.
There will also be a 6-week summer programme open to all children, aged 6-12, beginning
late May/early June. This is a great opportunity to discover a new and exciting set of sports,
and most importantly, to have some fun!
For more information about the programme, as well as fixture timetables, please join us at:
montrealshamrocks.com and facebook.com/montrealshamrocks
15
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CANADA’S OLDEST GAA CLUB TURNS 70
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HUDSON 2018 CELEBRATIONS
By Jim Beauchamp

Saturday, February 24th
Queen & her court Selection evening
Tickets: $25 each
Whitlock Golf & Curling Club
Starts at 6:00 p.m.
Includes:
Irish themed buffet
Queen selection event
sashing of the Chief Reviewing Officer
(Kim Sullivan from Global news)
Sashing of the Queen Mum
(Mrs. Judy Tellier)
Live music afterwards with
Jeff Smallwood & John McGale
Last year’s Queen, Olivia O’Keeffe with her court

Saturday, March 4th
Grand Marshall Roast & Toast Event
Tickets - $65 each
Whitlock Golf & Curling Club
Starts at 6:00 p.m.
Includes:
Pasta Buffet & Roast Beef station
Roast of this year’s Grand Marshall, Mr. Andrew Carter
Live music and dancing afterwards

Saturday, March 10th
Irishman of the Year dinner
Tickets - $35 each
The Willows Inn, Hudson
Starts at 6:00 p.m.
Includes:
Roast Pork dinner
Sashing of this year’s Irishman of the Year
Mr. Gary McKeown
Blessing of the Shillelagh
Live music afterwards with Mr. Brian Gallagher
Saturday, March 17th
9th Annual Hudson St. Patrick’s Day parade
Starts at 1:00 p.m. on Main Road
After the parade, come to the Hudson Community Center for Family Fun Day, starting at 2:15 p.m.  
Meet the Queen & her court, Irishman of the Year and the Grand Marshall. Enjoy live music.
For further information, please contact Jim Beauchamp, 514-691-2721.
February 2018
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AROUND TOWN

CEILI
&
CRAIC
CEILI NIGHT FUNDRAISER
ERIN SPORTS ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL IRISH BREAKFAST
March 10th 2018
09:00-12:00
Plaza Centre Ville (EVO)
777, Robert Bourassa (University)
Cost: $65
includes 2 Irish Coffees or beer and full breakfast.

23 FEB 19:00-23:00
$10 Entry

4501 Bannantyne Ave, Verdun
Centre Communautaire Marcel-Giroux

Verdun

Live Music! Cash Bar!
Hosted by The Montreal Shamrocks GAC

All proceeds are given to deserving organizations or charities.
Tickets: ddubeau7@gmail.com or 514 894 6561
Come join us for a great evening at the
IRISH COMMUNITY PUB QUIZ
Organized by the
Ireland-Canada Chamber of Commerce
Wednesday April 18th, 2018
6:00 to 8:30 p.m.
(Quiz begins at 6:30 p.m.)
at
Hurley’s Irish Pub
1225 Crescent Street

CELTIC MASS FOR ST. PATRICK - April 15th

The 3rd edition of the Celtic Mass will be
celebrated on Sunday April 15th, 2018
from 10:00-12:00 in ÉGLISE SAINTEMARGUERITE, 80, chemin Masson,
Sainte-Marguerite-du-Lac-Masson
(Québec)   J0T 1L0. This Mass brings
together traditional Irish, Scottish,
Breton and Asturian music and song.
The liturgy reflects the Celtic traditions too. There will
also be a Scottish Highland dance troupe led by Heather
McNab, performing before and during the Mass.
The group known as Agincourt will perform traditional
Celtic songs and music and will be accompanied by the
Church’s chorale and organist, before and during the
Mass. Some songs will be sung in either Irish or Scots
Gàidhlig. Entry is entirely free of charge but a collection
will be taken during the Mass. For more information,
telephone Don McMahon : 450 228 1127 or send an
e-mail to: weedonald@hotmail.com

ROOTS 2018 - Strong Irish theme

Reservations by April 16th, 2018 appreciated
Entrance fee can be mailed in advance or paid at the door:
$20 ICCC Members / $25 Non-members / $15 Students
Mail cheques to:
Ireland Canada Chamber of Commerce
630 Sherbrooke Street West, Suite 210
Montreal (Quebec) H3A 1E4
E-mail: office@icccmtl.com

The Quebec Family History Society (QFHS)
40th anniversary celebrations presents “Roots
2018”, an International Conference on Family
History, May 18, 19, 20, 2018 at McGill University,
Montreal, Quebec. Register online at: www.
qfhs.ca or mail your completed registration form and full
payment to:  Quebec Family History Society, PO Box 715, 15
Donegani Avenue, Pointe-Claire (Qc) H9R 4S8
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The Hospitaller, Order of St. John of Jerusalem in association
with the Jeanie Johnston Educational Foundation
will honour Chief Christine Zachary-Deom, for her
accomplishment in influencing the inclusion of the
iconic new symbol on the Montreal Flag, the white
pine, symbolizing and recognizing the Indigenous
people. Christine will be the Honoured Guest at an evening
dinner to be held at the St. James Club in Montreal on April
10th at 7.00 p.m. following a brief Investiture ceremony at
6.00 p.m. Christine will address the theme:
“Reconciliation & Consultation.”
February 2018
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS
Welcome Master Gavner Allen Boyle...
Kevin Boyle’s wife, Jennifer
gave birth to their first child,
Gavner Allen Boyle (7 lb. 14 oz.)
on Saturday, February 2nd, 2018
at the Anna Laberge Hospital in Chateauguay.
Cousins Cian and Emma are delighted.
Our congratulations to proud grandparents, Victor and Weena.

Fr. John Emmett Sarsfield Walsh, C.M.

On the 29th December, 2017, it was announced that Fr. John Walsh
was appointed Member of the Order of Canada, one of our country’s
highest civilian honours. He is recognized “for his profound ability to
forge ties and encourage dialogue between faith communities and
for his long-standing commitment to charitable causes.”
The investiture ceremony date for Father Walsh C.M. has not yet
been set although he will most likely be invited to attend one within
the next year or so. There are an average of four per annum in the
Ballroom at Rideau Hall, Ottawa, the official residence of the Governor
General, Julie Payette. In the meantime, Fr. Walsh is encouraged to
wear with pride, the Order’s iconic snowflake insignia (see photo left)
and to continue to desire and strive for a better Canada. Our heartiest
congratulations, Father. More to come in a future edition of Nuacht.

Canadian Aviation Hall of Fame inductee

Ed McKeogh was inducted into the Canadian Aviation Hall of Fame at a ceremony held in
June 2017 at the Vancouver International
Airport which he attended with his wife.
Ed flew with the famed “Golden Hawks”
aerobatic team 1962-1963, doing air
displays. The team was awarded the Belt
of Orion for Excellence. This award is
given “to honour organizations, groups,
societies or associations who have
made outstanding contributions to the advancement of aviation in
Canada.” During his speech, retired LCol Dan Dempsey, a former team
commander of the Snowbirds, recognized the international respect for
the Golden Hawks and their influence on Canada’s next generations Ed McKeogh in his mid-twenties when he was
of aerobatic teams: the Golden Centennaires and the Snowbirds.
doing air displays with the “Golden Hawks”

IN MEMORIAM
Ross Henry Daigle - Go ndéana Dia trócaire air!

After a brief battle with cancer, Ross passed away on January 27th, 2018. He leaves to mourn
his beloved wife of almost 49 years, Isabel Ross-Daigle as well as their children, Patricia
(Craig Baldry), Loriann (Robert Macdonald) and Ross Jr. (Tabitha Shears) and grandchildren
Shayne, Lauren, Harrison, Ryan, Cassandra, Mackenzie, Blake and Brady. He will be sadly
missed in Saint Gabriel’s Parish and at Erin Sports where he was very active.
February 2018
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By Dr. Jason King

The Great Famine
Voices Roadshow is
coming to Montreal
for the 2018 annual
“Walk to the Stone” (St
Gabriel’s Church, May
27th). Come and share
your family memories
and stories about coming from Ireland to North America
during the Great Famine Voices Roadshow!
The Irish National Famine Museum at Strokestown Park
and Irish Heritage Trust are working in partnership with the
Montreal Irish Memorial Park Foundation and Ancient Order
of Hibernians to bring the Great Famine Voices Roadshow
to Montreal during the annual “Walk to the Stone” on
May 27th, 2018.  The purpose of the Roadshow is to bring
together Irish emigrants, their descendants, and members
of their communities to share family memories and stories
of migration from Ireland to Montreal, especially during the
period of the Great Hunger and afterwards.  They will be
gathered for the Great Famine Voices online archive.
While sharing their memories and stories of migration,
the great Famine Voices Roadshow will provide a forum
for Montrealers to strengthen their sense of ancestry
and historical and current Irish connections. It will also
encourage people to visit the Irish National Famine Museum
in Strokestown Park (http://www.strokestownpark.ie/) and
to travel across Ireland.
Strokestown Park is a
unique visitor attraction in
Strokestown, Co. Roscommon,
in the west of Ireland. It
comprises Strokestown Park
House, a Georgian Palladian
mansion preserved with its
original furnishings and fabrics,
a walled garden, and the Irish National Famine Museum. The
House was the family home of the landlord, Major Denis
Mahon, who was assassinated in November, 1847 after
forcing his tenants to emigrate on some of the worst of the
coffin ships to Quebec.  It is fitting that The Irish National
Famine Museum was established at Strokestown Park and
now brings the Great Famine Voices Roadshow to Montreal.
The impact of the Irish Famine migration of 1847 was felt
more severely in Montreal than in any other city in North
America.  The mass burial ground for up to six thousand
Irish emigrants at the site of the Black Rock is comparable
with Grosse Isle as the largest in North America.  The most
detailed and evocative eyewitness accounts of the suffering
of the Famine Irish in Montreal’s fever sheds can be found
in the French language annals of the Grey Nuns, which are
transcribed and translated in the digital Irish Famine Archive
(http://faminearchive.nuigalway.ie/). Their story has also
19

been told in the “Saving the Famine Irish: The Grey Nuns
and the Great Hunger” exhibit, curated by Christine
Kinealy and Jason King, that was brought to Montreal
by the Montreal Irish Memorial Park Foundation.  The
exhibit has also travelled from Ireland’s Great Hunger
Institute at Quinnipiac University to the Russell Library
at Maynooth University, EPIC, The Irish Emigration
Museum, and the Glasnevin Museum in Dublin, where it
was launched by Ireland’s President, Michael D. Higgins.  
“As a country, we owe an enormous debt of gratitude
to the Grey Nuns, who cared for so many Irish widows
and orphans who were left destitute, impoverished and
alone in a strange country,” President Higgins declared.

L-R: Minister Heather Humphreys, President Michael
D. Higgins, Professor Christine Kinealy
and Dr. Jason King at the opening of
“Saving the Famine Irish: The Grey Nuns and the Great
Hunger”, Glasnevin Museum, September 11, 2016

In coming to Montreal during the annual “Walk to the
Stone”, the Great Famine Voices Roadshow will help tell
the stories of those Irish emigrants who were cared for
by the Grey Nuns as passed down through generations.
It will create a living and open online archive and help
promote and maintain a sense of Irish heritage on both
sides of the Atlantic. The Great Famine Voices Roadshow
will also travel in April to New York, the Burns Library in
Boston College, New Haven, and Philadelphia, as well as
St. Michael’s College at the University of Toronto on May
22nd. The Great Famine Voices Roadshow is funded by the
Government of Ireland Emigrant Support Programme.
If you would like to share a family memory or story, please
contact Dr. Jason King (faminestudies@irishheritagetrust.
ie).  
For general inquiries and to register for the Ancient
Order of Hibernians and Montreal Irish Memorial
Park Foundation “Walk to the Stone”, please contact
Fergus: info@ferguskeyes.com and/or Victor: info@aohMontreal.com
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2018 LIAM DALY
HERITAGE AWARD
Born in Wales, Alan
Jones initially became
interested in Irish
traditional music in the
late 1960s, after first
hearing it played in
local folk music clubs
and then hearing the
great Irish travelling
Uilleann piper, Finbar
Furey on BBC radio.
After numerous years of
persistent searching,  he
eventually obtained his
own set of Irish pipes and
has since spent his life learning about the instrument,
about Irish traditional music, and about Irish culture.
An engineer by profession, Alan is a longtime member
of Na Píobairí Uilleann (the Irish Pipers’ Association)
who has travelled extensively in pursuit of his passion
for Irish traditional music and culture.
Alan immigrated to Montreal in 1979, was interviewed
and performed on Liam Daly’s Montreal Irish Show
on local cable TV. While pursuing a Bachelor of Fine
Arts Degree at Concordia University, Alan undertook
numerous Irish Studies courses further expanding
his knowledge of Irish history, geography, culture
and music.
Alan frequently performs in concerts, playing and
promoting Irish traditional music. He has marched in
St. Patrick’s Parades, playing bagpipes and performed
at the Grosse Ile 150th anniversary for Parks Canada. He
has performed on behalf of Concordia University in
promoting the Irish Studies department with mayors
and ministers at the municipal, provincial and federal
levels. In 2004, Alan was the invited Uilleann piper
who performed with renowned Irish flute player and
ethnomusicologist, Desi Wilkinson in a special concert
called “Ireland on the St. Lawerence” – which traced
the strong musical roots between Irish and traditional
Quebec (French Canadian) music.
For his commitment to Irish traditional music and
Irish culture, the United Irish Societies of Montreal
is pleased to present the 2018 Liam Daly Heritage
Award to Alan Jones.
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2018 SIMON MCDONAUGH
HUMANITARIAN AWARD
Cindy and Gerry
h ave a li f e l o n g
friendship,   since
going to her cousin
Todd’s house (she
was five and Gerry
was eight).
Cindy Bray was born to Albert Bray and Viola Pine. One
of nine children, she attended  Sarsfield School and then
Saint Gabriel’s. Gerry was born to Juliette and Gerald
Tibbo. One of six children, Gerry also attended Sarsfield
School before his family briefly moved to LaSalle and
moved back to Point St. Charles. He attended James
Lyng High School. Lifelong friends, Cindy and Gerry were
married in St. Gabriel’s Church in 1985. Together, they
have three children: Todd, Victoria, and Ashley.
Cindy and Gerry have long been church volunteers.
Cindy sang in St. Gabriel’s Choir, performing in cabaret
and Christmas shows. She also volunteered her cooking
skills for the resident priests and seminarians. Gerry was
also a member of St. Gabriel’s Choir, where he sang duets
with Lisa Forget for concerts and weddings.
The couple, along with Terry Clahane and Darleen
Marchand catered various church events. They ran the
Parish’s bingo evenings, flea markets, helped with the
children’s liturgy, and numerous other activities. They
continue to help with the Parish’s Christmas basket
program, lenten lunches, and two yearly fundraising
breakfasts in support of  the children making their First
Communion and being confirmed.  
Cindy and Gerry both volunteered their time toward
the Point St. Charles Aces youth football organization.
For many years, Cindy worked at the canteen on game
days and Gerry coached and served as vice-president
for over twenty years.  
In 2012, Gerry was inducted into the Point St. Charles
Hall of Recognition. Also in 2012, both Cindy and
Gerry received the Parish Volunteer of the Year Award,
presented annually at the Gary Clahane Golf Tournament.
The United Irish Societies of Montreal is pleased to
present the 2018 Simon McDonaugh Humanitarian
Award to Cindy Bray and Gerry Tibbo for their dedication
to their community.
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By Victor Boyle, National President, Ancient Order of Hibernians Canada

Most of us are well acquainted with the “Irish Oral
Tradition” of passing down history from one generation
to the next through often repeated stories. Usually,
referred to as a bygone tradition, it is alive and well in
the psyche of Montreal’s Irish community.  Who among
us would not be ready to share a story or ten as told by a
parent or grandparent, aunt or uncle, to sighs and rolled
eyes at yet another telling? What we wouldn’t give to hear
each and every one of them, just once more.

abroad, including the experiences of Irish emigrants
and their descendants in building communities and
becoming integrated into their host societies. The topics
of homecoming, revisiting Ireland, and reconnecting
communities between Irish and diasporic locations will
also be central themes.     

The Ancient Order of Hibernians and the Montreal Irish
Monument Park Foundation will host Dr. Jason King of
the Irish Heritage Trust in Ireland to film handed down
The early nomadic clans had “kings” served by bards stories on a wide range of topics surrounding the theme
or poets who were expected to remember all relevant of Irish journeys at home and abroad, including the
information up to that point in the clan’s existence. These experiences of Irish emigrants and their descendants
men were expected to memorize all knowledge and have in building communities and becoming integrated into
it available on request or on demand from the high king.   their host societies. The topics of homecoming, revisiting
Imagine how devastating it would be for a clan to lose Ireland, and reconnecting communities between Irish
one of these special people for whatever reason.  As time and diasporic locations will also be central themes.
passes, we too risk losing these precious tales.
http://www.strokestownpark.ie/whats-on/ifss-2018
At this year’s AOH Walk to the Stone on Sunday, May
27th, 2018 you will have an opportunity to record for Filming will take place on May 27th, 2018 before and after
posterity some of those stories for inclusion in the Irish The Walk in St. Gabriel’s Church Hall. Stories can be told
National Famine Museum, Strokestown Park House, the by an individual, or family.
Irish Heritage Trust, and Ireland’s Great Hunger Institute
at Quinnipiac University project: Irish Journeys: Famine
All Irish need apply.
Legacies and Reconnecting Communities.  
The 2018 Irish Famine Summer School will consider
the Great Irish Famine and its legacies of dispersing
communities between Ireland, Great Britain, North
America, and Australia. Particular emphasis will be
placed on the theme of Irish journeys at home and
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For more information or to register, please contact:
Victor Boyle: info@aoh-montreal.com
Fergus Keyes: info@ferguskeyes.com
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IRISH JOURNEYS: FAMINE LEGACIES
AND RECONNECTING COMMUNITIES
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By Pat Short

A CRACKER OF A PERFORMANCE!

For probably the 43rd year in succession, young Montreal Irish dancers joined talented musicians at Sainte Anne’s
Veteran’s Hospital to entertain Canadian War Veterans who are in care there. Groups of dancers toured the wards
in the noon time and then, put on a great show for those who were able to come down to the theatre. This 72nd
Anniversary Show may be the last as the hospital moves from Federal management to Provincial on April 1st of
this year.
Seventeen Montreal area dancers from The Bernadette Short Schools of Irish Dancing in Quebec are very hard
at work drilling and preparing for the World Championships to be held in Glasgow, Scotland commencing on
March 25th and continuing for a week. Each qualifier undertook a travel fundraising event such as a comedy night,
art auction, mini-lotto, wine raffles and of course a “PUB NIGHT” to be held in St. Gabriel’s Church hall on Friday
23rd February, starting at 5:00 p.m. Tickets are available from Debbie Spencer at 514-769-5153.
The competition scene has been very quiet, and all the dancing teachers are welcoming new students and
returning dancers for the 2018 campaign.
Owing to a misunderstanding, I omitted to give the Costello School full credit for the number of dancers they
had in November’s Oireachtas. Casey’s school had many more dancers in the Oireachtas proper. I only credited
them with entry in the Premiership. Apologies Casey.
For perhaps 20 years, Bernadette Short had it in her mind to produce a version of “The Irish Nutcracker” but
between the Oireachtas and other scheduling difficulties, she never got around to it. This past Christmas,
Bernadette was
persuaded
by her team
of assistant
teachers to have
a go. Thanks
to Patrick Shea,
the producers,
Ville Marie Feis
Inc., were able
to s e c u r e t h e
Fr. M cL e a n
Theatre at Loyola
High School as
a venue. Only the
Par terre was
originally booked
as it was felt
there would be
enough seats
for a first time.
My, did we get
it wrong!!!  Three
weeks before
the performance,
i t
w a s
completely sold
out including
the gallery.
A super team of
Irish dancing
teachers put this
together. Lucas
“The Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairies”
Lawton selected
the Irish music,
Solo Dancer: Morgan Flanagan
that would
seamlessly flow
from that of Tchaikovsky, for 4 scenes from his regular Nutcracker. The opening scene “A Christmas Eve Céilí” was
choreographed by Marie Short. Many members commented at the placement of NUACHT in the first scene as
the Irish Nutcracker, James Houghton browsed through the contents as the scene unfolded. In the second half,
the following scenes “The Dance of the Snowflakes” , “The Waltz of the Flowers”,  “The Dance of the Sugar Plum
Fairies” and “The Candy Canes” were all choreographed by Lucas Lawton and Saint Patrick’s Society office guru,
Katie Irving. The production, which was generously supported by the Cultural Grant Committee of St. Patrick’s
Society of Montreal, was reviewed by the whole Irish community as a wonderful success.
As we are now well into “The Irish Season”, I would like to wish everyone a very happy St. Patrick’s Day. Come
out and enjoy the events. The Annual St. Patrick’s Society Charity Ball, The Erin Sports charity breakfast, The St.
Patrick’s Day lunch and of course, march with pride in the U.I.S. Parade.
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El i z ab e t h Q u i n n
was born to Mary
Florence Dennison and
Joseph Quinn. She and
her brother Joseph were
raised in Verdun where
they attended St. Willibrord
School and Parish.
Elizabeth graduated from
Notre Dame Mother House,
obtained a Bachelor of
Education from McGill
University, majoring in
Religious Studies. Additionally, she obtained certificates
in the teaching of Mathematics and Art from Concordia
University and graduated with a Certificate in Pastoral
Animation from the University of Montreal.
Elizabeth is married to Alfred Mackay. She is retired
after 32 years as an elementary school teacher and
currently enjoys spending time with her husband at
their country place.
Elizabeth has been active in the Irish Community for
close to 30 years. She filled several positions on the
Executive Committee of the United Irish Societies
and led the organization as its president in 2000 and
2001. She continues to be an active participant on
various committees including the Queen’s Selection
Committee, the Banquet Committee, and the St.
Patrick’s Parade Committee. She is a member of St.
Patrick’s Society of Montreal and of Innisfail Social and
Sports Association.
Elizabeth has been volunteering during most of her
lifetime. She has served on the Executive and Board
of Directors of Catholic Community Services and is
presently the President of the Board of Directors of St.
Antoine 50+ Community Center. She enjoys all things
musical, and has entertained at various events. She
has several hobbies involving needlework and sewing
and makes many of the sashes you see worn by parade
participants and dignitaries, both in Montreal and
Toronto.
In 2008, Elizabeth received the Liam Daly Heritage
Award in recognition of her continued devotion and
generosity entertaining others and in 2015 served as
Chief Reviewing Officer of the annual parade.
Elizabeth’s Irish heritage stems from numerous
counties, including Mayo, Tipperary, Monaghan, and
Kildare.
The United Irish Societies is pleased to present Elizabeth
Quinn as the Grand Marshal of the 2018 St.
Patrick’s Parade.
23

Ronnie James is well
known throughout the Irish
community. A member of the
Point Saint Charles diaspora,
h e a t t e n d e d R i ve r s i d e
Elementary and Lorne School
before moving on to Montreal
High School. Ronnie was a
proud member of Leo’s Boys,
speaking glowingly about his
experiences whenever he has
the opportunity.
Ronnie is perhaps best known
as the longtime Equipment Manager of the Montreal
Alouettes. His association with the Alouettes began in
1996 upon the team’s return, when he served as Assistant
Equipment Manager. In 1998, Ronnie was promoted to
Equipment Manager, a position he held through the 2016
season. After twenty years in the equipment room, Ronnie
is now the team’s Travel & Logistics Coordinator. During
his time with the Alouettes, Ronnie has played a part in
nine Grey Cup games. He now owns 3 championship rings,
which he earned in 2002, 2009, and 2010.
Lesser known are Ronnie’s benevolent activities. He has
donated an endless amount of raffle prizes, auction items,
and a significant amount of time to the Point Wish Softball
Tournament, the Point Saint Charles Hall of Recognition,
and numerous other community initiatives. He has helped
serve meals at the Welcome Hall Mission and, at Christmas
time, has packed and delivered baskets on behalf of Saint
Gabriel’s Parish and the Erin Sports Association. Ronnie has
coached and managed youth sports’ teams, in some cases,
teams his children were not even playing on.
A member of the Erin Sports Association and the United Irish
Societies of Montreal, Ronnie is proud of his Irish heritage.
He contributes to the success of the annual St. Patrick’s
Parade by serving as a deputy marshal, although he is best
known for his work with the Erin Sports Association where
he serves as Chairman of the very successful, Irishman of
the Year Breakfast.
In 2017, Ronnie was awarded the Ian Stevenson Memorial
Trophy at the Point Wish Softball Tournament in recognition
of his dedication in volunteering for the tournament during
its 25-year run.
Ronnie is married to his wife, Susan for thirty-seven years
and resides in Chateauguay. Their son, RJ resides in Ottawa,
where he works as the Equipment Manager for the CFL’s
Ottawa Redblacks while their daughter, Mallory resides in
Alberta.
The United Irish Societies of Montreal is pleased to present
Ronnie James as the Chief Reviewing Officer of
the 2018 St. Patrick’s Parade.
February 2018
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By Kevin Wilson

A BUMPER SEASON FOR CINÉ GAEL

What began as an idea tossed around at a cultural
committee meeting of St. Patrick’s Society in 1992, has
developed into Ciné Gael Montréal, the longest-running
Irish film festival outside of Ireland.
The twenty-sixth season was launched on January 12th
with The Journey. The film takes an imagined look at
what happens when political foes, Martin McGuiness and
Ian Paisley travel together during the 2006 Irish peace
process. Filmed as
a road movie, the
director managed
to inte g r ate th e
gripping tension of
the two protagonists
with well-timed
comedic relief.
As is the tradition
for the opening
film, wine and hors
d ’o e u v r e s w e r e
served at a reception
organized after the
film so that those
a t t e n d i n g co u l d
meet and chat in
a pleasant, relaxed
atmosphere.
Two weeks later, on January 26 th , the touching
documentary, The Peacemaker, was presented to the
Ciné Gael audience. The Peacemaker delves into the
juxtaposition of Padraig O’Malley’s life as a renowned
international peacemaker while struggling as a
recovering alcoholic. The irony is that Padraig owes his
success partly to the way alcoholism humanizes him
in the eyes of both sides of tense political situations.
Moreover, he has expanded this philosophy to engaging
the next group of peace negotiators from populations
that have already experienced armed conflict. Padraig
has found that the best people to help solve human
conflict are those who have lived through it.
Peter Kirby, a man who has plenty of experience
in international trade disputes, treated us to a
wonderful introduction. His talk is available for
v i e w i n g h e r e : h t t p s : // w w w.y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=Pj0PnERsvYY&feature=share . And preceding
Peter, we were delighted to have the Second Secretary
of the Embassy of Ireland, Laura Finlay to share a
few thoughts on Ireland’s cultural influence and the
February 2018

importance of film festivals such as this one to the Irish
diaspora.

After the film, the director, James Demo, generously
shared his thoughts and views on Padraig during a
lively Q&A session via Skype.

The next film, on February 9, called Sanctuary, is
a beautifully written comedy of what happens
when Larry, an overweight young man with Down’s
syndrome, falls in love with Sophie, an attractive young
woman with epilepsy. More importantly, while many
films serve to spread a message, few films can boast of
having changed laws. At the time that this movie was
being filmed, Irish law held that people with mental
disabilities could not have sex before marriage. This law
was changed on February 14th, 2017 in part because of
this film, which was cited in their reasons for changing
the law.
L a t e r , o n  
February 22 nd ,
Ciné Gael
presents the
documentar y,
Older Than
Ireland, a
celebratory look
at 30 of Ireland’s oldest citizens, all of whom are 100 or
24

over. The film, while often funny, is a poignant tribute to
those who were born at the dawn of Irish independence
and witnessed many landmark events and changes

Hill and Richard Dormer also hailing from the Game
of Thrones; fans of the series will not be disappointed.
The season continues on April 20th with a yet-to-be
confirmed film and concludes on May 3rd with the
eponymous, Maze, the powerful dramatization of
the 1983 Maze prison escape. The film focuses on
the relationship between Larry Marley, a thoughtful
Republican prisoner and Gordon Close, a stressed-out
guard, and the process by which Larry games Gordon
into revealing passwords and security loopholes.
Historically, the Maze escape stands as the largest prison
escape in Europe since the Second World War. If there is
any doubt about seeing the film, let yourself be swayed
by Paddy Kehoe of RTE Ireland who wrote, “You will be
riveted to your seat in what is a refreshingly authentic
film, which has not one false note.”

in the twentieth century and beyond. Their
perspectives on life and its meaning is a message
for every one of us.
The schedule continues into March starting with
the famous evening of award-winning Irish short
films on the ninth. This event always promises
an evening of cinematic pleasure and certainly
nurtures discussion among the attendees of
the best and near-best which may or may not
coincide with your favourites and near-favourites.
On March 23rd, the awardwinning film, Cardboard
Gangsters, will be
presented. The movie is a
gritty look at the seedy underbelly
of Dublin, specifically Darndale on
the north side where life revolves
around unemployment, social
assistance and crime. The main
character, Jay Connelly, is a smalltime drug dealer who aspires to
a grander vision of himself and
his chosen profession. In an attempt at breaking into
the big leagues, he confronts challenges that he was not
expecting.
The next day (March 24th), Ciné Gael will present a matinee
performance of Shooting For Socrates, which is a story
based on the lead-up to the 1986 World Cup match as seen
by a 9-year-old, football-mad, Irish boy amidst the violence
and tragedy of life in Belfast. Starring Art Parkinson, of
Game of Thrones fame, as Tommy, as well as Conleth
25

After the closing film on May 3rd, there will be a gala
reception marking the end of season 26 where wine and
hors d’oeuvres will once again grace the tables.
With sponsors that include Jameson Irish whiskey, the
Embassy of Ireland in Ottawa, Concordia University’s
School of Canadian Irish Studies, Hurley’s and McKibbins
Irish pubs among others, the Ciné Gael festival has
provided sensational film entertainment that would not
see the light of day in a regular North American cinema.
All screenings are at Concordia University’s J.A. DeSève
Cinema. Individual films cost $12 each and there is an
entrance fee of $25 for the closing film and reception.
Tickets can be purchased or reserved in advance (514481-3503) and information is available on the website
at http://www.cinegaelmontreal.com/
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By Martina Branagan

THE COMMUNITY AWARD RECIPIENT IS...
Victor attended Chateauguay Valley High School in
Ormstown, Quebec and is a graduate of the Toronto
Institute of Applied Arts and Technologies (George
Brown University).
Victor always knew he was
Irish but it was a visit to
Ireland with his wife, Weena
Dibble of Chateauguay, NY
in 2002, that caused a lifechanging conversion, when
he came to the realization
of what it entailed to be
truly Irish. When the loving
couple returned from their
visit in April 2002, they
visited Grosse Ile that August and Victor joined the
Ancient Order of Hibernians shortly thereafter. The rest,
as they say, is history.

A native of Point St-Charles, Victor Patrick Gerald Boyle
is the 2018 recipient of St. Patrick’s Society Community
Award.

Victor arranges pilgrimages
to Grosse Ile every year and
works tirelessly on the Montreal
Irish Park Foundation when
he is not working at his day
job, Vice-President and CFO
Business Partners International,
Inc. Plattsburgh, NY where he
has been working since March,
1997.

National President of the Ancient Order of Hibernians,
the Community Award recognizes Victor’s work on
the Montreal Irish Park Foundation which he has been
championing for 12 long years now. Its mission is to to
build a beautiful cultural green space around the area
of the Black Rock on the Montreal side of the Victoria
Bridge for a multiciplicy of reasons including honouring
the more than six thousand immigrants who died
there, the first responders who helped them, many of
whom died including the Mayor of Montreal, John Mills,
the many French Canadian families who took in Irish
orphans, and the First Nations who were there before
any of us and who have helped the Irish Famine victims.
Victor was born into a very tight-knit Irish family.
His maternal grandmother, Nellie (Rice) Howden
was royalty, affectionately known as the ““Queen of
Griffintown and his father loved horses, hence the move
to Chateauguay Valley when he was a teenager.
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His wife, sons: Liam (Amanda Stacey) and Kevin
(Jennifer Reddick) and grandchildren: Cian (7), Emma
(5) and Gavner (1 week) are extremely proud of this
achievement and his life’s dedication beyond seeking
to make his wife, the happiest lady ever.
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By Marion Mulvenna

Winter 2018 Courses in Irish Studies
FALL/WINTER 2017-2018
Irish Language & Culture I
Irish Language & Culture II

WINTER 2018

The Irish in Canada
Nationalism & Unionism in Scotland & Ireland
Intercultural Ireland:  Film, Theatre & TV
Research Methods in Irish Studies
History of Early and Medieval Ireland
Contemporary Irish Theatre
Irish Film Studies
Rebellions in Ireland and the Canadas

NUACHT

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL OF IRISH STUDIES AT CONCORDIA

New Summer 2018 Courses in Irish Studies

SPECIAL SUMMER COURSE

SPECIAL SUMMER COURSE

CONTEMPORARY
IRISH FICTION AND
THE IRISH LANDSCAPE

INTRODUCTION TO IRISH VISUAL, MATERIAL
AND DESIGN CULTURE
IRST 398 GB / DART 398 GA

IRST 398 GA /ENGL 398 GA

DR. EVE PATTEN

TRINITY COLLEGE DUBLIN

The representation of land and landscape has
always been central to Irish writing. In modern Irish
fiction the representation of Ireland’s physical
appearance – both rural and urban – continues to be
an important means of exploring the national
condition. In this course we will read from a range of
modern and contemporary Irish writers to see how
their work addresses topics such as the changing
image of Ireland’s western and coastal regions, the
depiction of the Irish border area, and the reimagining of the Irish city. The course will include
visual material and will cover short stories and novel
extracts from writers such as Anne Enright, John
McGahern, Colm Toibin, Paula Meehan and Kevin
Barry.
Eve Patten is Professor in the School of English at Trinity College,
Dublin, where she is Director of the MPhil in Irish Writing. Her
recent publications include Imperial Refugee: Olivia Manning’s
Fictions of War (2012) and Ireland, West to East: Irish Cultural
Connections with Central and Eastern Europe (2014). She is
currently editing volume five of the Irish Literature in Transition
series for Cambridge University Press, forthcoming 2018.
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June 4 – July 25
2018
Mondays &
Wednesdays
18:00-20:30
Email
irishstudies@concordia.ca
for information

DR. LINDA KING
Dr. King is the Co-Programme Chair of the BA (Hons) in Visual
Communication Design at the Institute of Art, Design +
Technology in Dún Laoghaire, Dublin.

In 1958, the novelist and critic Raymond Williams
argued that "culture is ordinary." Following this
premise, this course expands consideration of what
constitutes Irish culture in a general sense, by
focusing on such previously underexplored fields as
graphic, fashion, textile, craft, product and industrial
design, as well as architecture and advertising. In so
doing it demonstrates how "ordinary" objects and
images have been – and remain – powerful conduits
for political, social and economic discourse, due to
their ubiquity and mass appeal. Subjects to be
engaged will include nation-building, travel and
tourism, individual and national identity,
historiography, design professionalization, religiosity,
museology and popular music.

July 3 – August 2
2018
Tuesdays &
Thursdays
18:00-21:00
Email
irishstudies@concordia.ca
for information
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2018  CALENDAR OF EVENTS / CLÁR IMEACHTAÍ 2018
DATE

EVENT

FURTHER INFORMATION

ICCC Tourism Ireland, Hurley’s Irish Pub, 1225 Crescent St., Montreal, H3G 2B1, 6-8 p.m.

office@icccmtl.com

Feb 18

UIS Gen Meeting 1:30 p.m., St. John Brebeuf Church, LaSalle  

president@montrealirishparade.com

Feb 23

The Montreal Shamrocks, GAC, 19:00-23:00, 4501 Bannantyne Ave., Verdun

Feb 23

Pub Night, St. Gabriel’s Church hall, 5:00 p.m. (The Bernadette Short Schools of Irish Dancing)

Debbie Spencer, 514-769-5153

Feb 24

Céilí, Siamsa, 8 p.m., The NDG Legion Hall, 5455 boul de Maisonneuve West, Montreal

info@siamsa.org

Mar 2

SPS Charity Ball, Salle de Bal Grand Ballroom of the Marriott Château Champlain, Montreal

http://www.spsmtl.com/purchase_tickets

Mar 10

Erin Club’s Irishman-of-the-Year Breakfast, The Evo/The Plaza Centre-Ville, 777 Robert Bourassa

ddubeau7@gmail.com or 514 894 6561

Mar 11

UIS Mass of Anticipation 11:30 p.m., St. Gabriel’s Church Point St. Charles

pmulqueen@hotmail.com

Mar 11

UIS Gen Meeting 2:00 p.m., St. Gabriel’s Church, Point St. Charles

president@montrealirishparade.com

Mar 16

SPS luncheon, Plaza Centre Ville, (EVO), 777 boulevard Robert Bourassa, Montreal, QC H3C 3Z7

http://www.spsmtl.com/purchase_tickets

Mar 17

St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Hudson

cunninghamspub@live.ca

Mar 17

Céilí, Siamsa, 8 p.m., The NDG Legion Hall, 5455 boul de Maisonneuve West, Montreal

info@siamsa.org

Mar 18

UIS 195 Consecutive St. Patrick’s Parade, 12 p.m. downtown Montreal

director@montrealirishparade.com

Mar 18

Green Mass, St. Patrick’s Basilica, 10 a.m.

Mar 24

St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Quebec City

fcribb@cribtec.com

Mar 25

St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Chateauguay

gtkeenan61@hotmail.com

Apr 7

UIS Awards Banquet & Dinner Dance 6:00 p.m., 777 boul Robert-Bourassa

coach_shawn12@hotmail.com

Apr 7

Thomas D’Arcy McGee Memorial, Mass at St. Patrick’s Basilica, Wake at Hurley’s Irish Pub - TBD

office@spsmtl.com

Apr 15

Celtic Mass, 11 a.m. (St. Patrick), Parish of Sainte-Marguerite-du-lac-Masson, Don McMahon

weedonald@hotmail.com

Apr 28

Céilí, Siamsa, 8 p.m., The NDG Legion Hall, 5455 boul de Maisonneuve West, Montreal

info@siamsa.org

Apr 29

UIS Mass for Deceased Members 11:00 a.m., St. John Brebeuf Church, LaSalle

pmulqueen@hotmail.com

Apr 29

UIS AGM 1:30 p.m., St. John Brebeuf Church, LaSalle

president@ montrealirishparade.com

May 27

AOH Walk to the Stone

info@aoh-Montreal.com  (514-928-7196)

Jun 7

SPS AGM, TBC

office@spsmtl.com
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Feb 13

th

Jun 13-16 Bloomsday Festival Montreal

bloomsdaymontreal@gmail.com

Jun 19

SPS Annual Charity Golf Tournament, Club de golf Belle Vue, Ville de Lery

office@spsmtl.com

July 26

AOH Mass in the Park

info@aoh-Montreal.com, 514-928-7196

Aug 18

AOH Pilgrimage to Grosse Ile

info@aoh-Montreal.com, 514-928-7196

Comhrá classes resumed 29th January.
The beginner Irish/Gaelic sessions are held weekly from 7:45 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Mondays
No classes during Spring break (February 19th & February 24th) or Easter week (April 2nd & April 4th) .
Concordia University, 1455 boul. de Maisonneuve Ouest, Room H1001.01 (10th floor)
Montreal, (Quebec) H3G 1M8

“Follow Your Society!”
ANDREA T. BOBKOWICZ
1 Place Ville Marie, Bureau 1700,
Montréal, Québec H3B 2C1
Tel.:

514-871-4339
1-866-843-3088
Fax:
514-879-3873
E-Mail: andrea.bobkowicz@nbc.ca
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