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NUACHT: whither goest thou?NUACHT: whither goest thou?NUACHT

As Chair of the Communications 
Committee, one of my mandates is to 

bring together a “Task Force” to review the 
current goals and objectives of NUACHT
in relation to the Society’s Strategic Plan. 
Our Committee will discuss NUACHT as NUACHT as NUACHT
it relates to four key areas: Membership 
Expansion, Youth Membership, Community 
Outreach, and Clarity of Communications. 
I have begun to construct a committee of 
professionals in the field of publishing 
and public relations, communications and 
marketing, and I am hoping to add to this 
group.

To begin my work, I decided to review 
past issues. The SPS office has a vast 
collection. Erin Matheson was a great 
help in supplying me with back issues but 
unfortunately, her predecessors did not 
leave her Volume 1, Issues 1 and 2. If any 
member has these and would like to donate 
them to the Society for archival purposes, 
please contact Erin at the SPS offi ce.  

The original inspiration for NUACHT came NUACHT came NUACHT
from Gus O’Gorman, Padraig O’Leighin 
and the late Michael Callaghan. The 
“Nuachtlitir Chumann Naomh Pádraig 
Montréaléalé ” was originally published in Irish 
and English, with a soupçon of French. It 
is now English and French with a dash of 
Irish. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed reading twenty-
plus years of newsletters. It is apparent to 
me that those who have contributed to the 
NUACHT over its existence have been a NUACHT over its existence have been a NUACHT
dedicated group, whether as columnists, 

editorialists, managers, photographers, or feisty letter writers 
to the editor of the day. NUACHT has evolved from 8 to 24 NUACHT has evolved from 8 to 24 NUACHT
pages. Not only is the printed version mailed to members, the 
online version is now available to all visitors to the Society’s 
website. 

When the May 1989 issue was mailed to members, the Calendar 
of Events contained 15 events running from May through July. 
Eight of those events were rugby games! The May 2012 issue 
had 20 events running from the end of May through early 
December. Five of those were the ICCC Craic agus Comhrá
events. A different form of entertainment for sure! Along with 

Cont. p.4

By Marilyn Meikle Rochford
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Ireland is a small country – population around 5 million. 
About the size of Toronto. Globally, however, another 

70 million or so are linked to their Irish heritage either by 
birth or ancestry. This is the Irish diaspora. 

In Montreal, we number several thousand but the numbers 
actively involved in Irish cultural, sporting or educational 
activities would be considerably fewer. And we divide our 
energies among more than twenty different organizations 
each with a unique mission and history. Yet we are a single 
community with a common devotion to our sense of being 
Irish and to our community whether we ourselves or our 
ancestors were born there.

The Irish contribution to this city’s history is considerably 
out of proportion to our numbers. We built Montreal’s 
bridges, roads and railways, we contributed significantly to 
its commercial, academic and political life. We infused our 
culture into that of our fellow citizens. We have provided, 
judges, mayors, and prime ministers. And to this day, the 
shamrock quadrant of the Montreal city flag continues to 
proclaim the message that this city owes what it is today 
to the massive contributions of the Irish community. 
Shamrocks intertwine the DNA of Montreal. 

Every year in March we celebrate our presence in a way no 
other community does when the St. Patrick’s Day parade takes 
over the city and 500,000 people become Irish for a day. If 
we are proud to be Irish the rest of the year,  being Irish on 
St. Patrick’s Day is simply exhilarating!

But what is really important about the parade is that it 
belongs not just to the United Irish Societies or even the 
Irish community but to the entire city. Organized by UIS, 
a relatively small organization with limitless energy and 
boundless creativity, you begin to understand how we Irish, 
from a tiny rain-swept island in the back yard of Europe can 
make big things happen anywhere.  Once the UIS sets the 
parade loose, the event is less about the floats and marching 
bands and more about the hundreds of thousands on the 
sidewalks and balconies and roofs who paint their faces, 
wear silly hats, sit kids on their shoulders and cheer and wave 
and smile. The city takes ownership of this great annual gift 
from the Irish community and we celebrate it together as one 
enormous happy family. On that day, every Montrealer is Irish. 
There are no divided solitudes. Multiculturalism itself takes a 
back seat and everyone is monoculturally Irish for a day.

But that is who we are every day. We are Irish in St. Patrick’s 
Society, our friends in UIS are Irish, in Erin Sports, in the 
GAA, in Cine Gael, in the Montreal Irish Rugby Club, in 
Siamsa, Comhra, Inisfail and all the others who might be 
miffed because I haven’t named them – we are all Irish. 
Together, we are a single community and, united, we are a 
strong community.

And united we must stay so:

• Join each other’s organizations. Personally, I am trying 
to break all records but so far I am a proud member 
of UIS, Ireland Canada Chamber of Commerce, Cine 
Gael, Innisfail and the Montreal Irish Rugby Club and 
will join any other Irish association that will have 
me.

• Second, unite as a single community behind big 
ideas: 

• We can take the amazing event that is the parade and 
transform it into a full blown cultural festival just like 
they have done in Dublin only infinitely better in this 
world city of festivals.

• We can get behind the project to bring the Montreal 
Irish Rugby Club back into town to a sporting facility 
they can share with the GAA and the rest of the 
community.

• We can reach out to the new immigrants arriving from 
Ireland who need our help to find their way around 

Cont. p.4

A united family with big ideas
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News from the Society

If this sounds self-congratulatory, it should be. The Montreal 
Irish Rugby Football Club did a good thing and had a great time 

doing it. It prides itself on being an active part of the community in 
general, and Montreal’s Irish community in particular. On October 
26th, the MIRFC hosted its inaugural vodka oyster party to raise 
money for St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal and successfully raised 
over $10,000 for the cause!

The party was held in the Offi cer’s Mess of the Royal Montreal 
Regiment in Westmount. With over 150 guests in attendance, it was 
cozy, but there were lots of cold, fresh oysters and Boru Irish vodka 
and gourmet snacks from Otago. Everyone went home happy...
some happier than others. And while the party ended offi cially 
at 9 p.m., the good folks from the regiment opened the mess for 
everyone, so a good-sized group hung around and enjoyed their 
hospitality for a few more hours.

As a bonus, MIRFC managed to track down the only Irish Vodka 
available in North America...and then got it for free! (There are 
only two produced and one is only sold in Ireland.) It took a trip to 
Burlington to collect it from the kind and generous folks at Castle 
Brands, the North American importer, because it isn’t available 
anywhere in Canada. The SAQ took their pound of fl esh, but the 
Feds were sympathetic and donated the whole lot for the cause. 
It’s great vodka, too.

A special thank you to the sponsors: Castle Brands, VIA Rail, the 
Quebec Hilton and MacDougall, MacDougall & MacTier. Also 
thanks to Belle Guelle, Otago Catering and Karlo Marine Group 
for supplying the food and beverages.

Last but not least, a thank you to St. Patrick’s Society’s Erin 
Matheson and Seymour of the rugby club for making the whole 
thing happen.

This year is a milestone for the concert. Twenty years of 
great entertainment, hard work from the chairpersons, 

volunteers and the support from you, the audience, has helped 
St. Patrick’s Society make this one of the major fundraiser 
events of its calendar year. It is also a great way to begin the 
festive season.

The exciting concert is a wonderful evening of music and 
song and will include Buzz Brass, and the Bernadette Short 
Irish Dancers, and will feature Rosheen, who was the opening 
act for Céline Dion during Quebec City’s 400th Anniversary 
Celebration. Founded in 1997 by Lynn Vallieres, Rosheen is a 
group from Quebec City that has a passion for Celtic music. This 
group of singers and musicians will perform their repertoire 
of Christmas music. International ensemble, Buzz Brass is a 
fi ve-piece group founded in 2002 by Sylvain Lapointe. Buzz 
Brass has performed in the United States and in Europe and 
has won the Opus Prize in 2007 for Production of the Year. 
The group’s three critically acclaimed albums will be available 
at the concert. And the 20th anniversary celebration would not 
be complete without a performance from Bernadette Short’s 
Celtic Grace. These award-winning dancers have delighted the 
Christmas concert audiences year after year. Large screens will 
be set up for those sitting near the back of the Basilica.

Please come and celebrate and once again support the endeavours 
of our Society as it reaches out to the community.

Help SPS to help others! 

Tickets: $20/general admission
$50/patron tickets (reserved seats and wine and cheese 
party)

We invite you to contribute one non-perishable food item for 
our Food Bank. However, if you are unable to attend but would 
like to contribute to this fundraising event, we would be most 
appreciative. An income tax receipt will be issued.

For more info please go to our link:
http://www.spsmtl.com/purchase_tickets
or call Erin Matheson – Offi ce Manager 514-481-1346
or Carol McCormick 514-386-8082 

By Jim Kellett

First oyster party a smashing success

By Carol McCormick

COUNTDOWN!
to the 20th Anniversary St. Patrick’s 

Society
CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Dec 6th 7:30 p.m.
St. Patrick’s Basilica

7th annual SPS lecture: Catriona Crowe

On November 23rd, Catriona 
Crowe, Head of Special Projects 

at the National Archives of Ireland, 
delivered this year’s lecture in the  
Father Thomas McEntee Reading 
Room at Concordia.

A multi-talented woman, Catriona is 
also Chairperson of the Irish Theatre 
Institute and is a regular contributor 
of cultural and historical matters to 
both broadcast and print media.

Society members and others from Montreal’s Irish community 
enjoyed a stimulating and most informative evening.

Catriona Crowe
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Nuacht (cont.)

the Society’s Charity Ball and Luncheon in March, the Golf 
Tournament in June, and the Christmas Concert in December, it 
was encouraging to see the addition of new SPS events like the 
Fashion Show and Ógra get-togethers on recent calendars. It was 
also reassuring to see Ville Marie Feis, the annual celebration of 
Irish culture, music and dance, listed every May, and the AOH 
Commemorative Walk to the Stone remaining on the calendar. 
Both events are important parts of Irish culture in Montreal. 

It is clear that NUACHT has not only served members of St. NUACHT has not only served members of St. NUACHT
Patrick’s Society, it has been a conduit of information for sister 
societies and Irish organizations and institutions in and around 
Montreal. Articles have featured news about the United Irish 
Societies, Cine Gael, Erin Sports Association, St. Patrick’s 
Square, Ireland-Canada Chamber of Commerce, Montreal 
Irish Rugby Football Club, Gaelic Athletic Association, Irish 
Protestant Benevolent Society, The School of Canadian Irish 
Studies of Concordia University, Innisfail, and Tara Golf to 
name but a few. 

Over the years there have been controversial articles included 
in NUACHT. Whether Editorials, reviews of concerts or books, NUACHT. Whether Editorials, reviews of concerts or books, NUACHT
reports of Irish community involvement, or lack thereof, the 
last twenty years have run the gamut. In 1989 the disclaimer 
on the last page said “Views expressed in NUACHT are not NUACHT are not NUACHT
necessarily those of St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal. Comments 
or suggestions regarding NUACHT can be sent to the editor, NUACHT can be sent to the editor, NUACHT
Gus Ó Gorman at the address below.” Then, the only way to 
communicate with the editor was by mail. In May 2012, on 
page 2, the Disclaimer read, “NUACHT“NUACHT“  occasionally publishes NUACHT occasionally publishes NUACHT
material of a controversial nature. It wishes to state that one of 
the purposes of this newsletter is to share opinions submitted 
and it welcomes comments from readers.” The disclaimer was 
next to the contact information that included telephone, email, 
fax, and, of course, postal information. 

The evolution of the technology has had an impact on NUACHT. NUACHT. NUACHT
Gone are the “Rugby Shorts” that were included in the fi rst 
issues. World Cup scores are now available instantaneously. 
Members now update their calendars on their Blackberries and 
iPhones. News from Ireland is available with a few keystrokes 
on a laptop. Local associations have their own websites and e-
communications. Facebook and LinkedIn connect members and 
fi nd them talking about our events and posting photos online 
before they receive NUACHT. The Task Force will address these NUACHT. The Task Force will address these NUACHT
issues and more. 

In the September 2012 issue, a special box on page 23 said, 
“Please note that we welcome your opinions and would 
appreciate feedback on the contents of NUACHT Send your NUACHT Send your NUACHT
comments to nuacht@spsmtl.com”. Therefore, I ask you, please 
share your thoughts with the Task Force. NUACHT is YOUR NUACHT is YOUR NUACHT
newsletter.  

An bfhuil tuairim agat? 

Montreal and introduce them to our networks and 
help them find jobs. 

And do them together as a single community – a single 
family. As our predecessors showed us, to be Irish is to 
think big. What they were doing a hundred years ago, we 
can do even better today. 

Don’t forget …
The 20th Annual Christmas Concert takes place in St. 
Patrick’s Basilica on Thursday December 6th and promises 
to be the biggest and best yet. Tickets are only $20 which 
makes it the best value in town this holiday season. Come 
and bring the entire family. 

The members’ Christmas reception takes place at the 
Irish Embassy pub at 7 p.m. on Tuesday December 11th. I 
hope to see you there and I look forward to meeting you 
in person.

We need volunteers to help in many areas so if you have 
the time and interest to help us with our mission, please 
email Erin at office@spsmtl.com and she will sign you 
up. The areas at the moment we need help with are event 
organization, the St. Patrick’s Festival project, the immigrant 
integration initiative, Ógra (our young member group) and 
assistance with administration and accounting.

Happy Holidays!
Since this will be the last issue of NUACHT before the NUACHT before the NUACHT
holidays may I wish you all a very happy holiday season 
and a prosperous New Year. Enjoy yourselves but don’t 
eat or drink too much and, in this season of giving and 
family, please remember those less fortunate and make a 
contribution, however small, to a charity of your choice.

President (cont.)

St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal 
Members Christmas Reception

Erin has booked us the back room at the Irish Embassy and 
we will be providing refreshments, so mark your calendar 
and make sure you come to what is one of the truly fun 
events of the St. Patrick’s Society year.

  Nollaig shona dhibh go léir!

Tuesday, December 11, 2012, 7:00 p.m. 
Irish Embassy Pub & Grill, 
1234 Bishop St.

RSVP by December 7, 2012 to:
 offi ce@spsmtl.com or 514-481-1346
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The Society’s Annual Charity Ball will be held March 1, 2013 at The Society’s Annual Charity Ball will be held March 1, 2013 at Tthe Marriott Chateau Champlain. This is the perfect way to kick 
off the St. Patrick’s season.

More than 1800 Irish dancers from the four eastern 
Canadian provinces packed Montreal’s Queen 

Elizabeth Hotel over the Remembrance Day weekend 
to compete in solo and céilí team competitions at the í team competitions at the í
Eastern Canadian Oireachtas. This is the qualifying 
event for the World Championships to be held in Boston, 
next Easter and also the North American Championships 
in Anaheim in July. The three-day event featured 
competitions for boys and girls in single-age groups from 
under nine to over 20 years. There were also four-hand 
and eight-hand céilí competitions. Dancers come from í competitions. Dancers come from í
the 50 schools in Ontario, four schools in Quebec, and 
one each in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. 

All the dancers were beautifully turned out and did their parents 
and teachers proud. The SPS played no small part in this 
presentation by funding the schools with a cultural grants.

As it is a very tough competition, there are many tears of 
joy and sorrow at the places earned. The Oireachtas is open 
to championship-level dancers and also pre-championship 
dancers at the discretion of the teacher. Each dancer 
performed a hard-shoe dance and a soft-shoe dance. The 
leading 50% of each competition was re-called to perform a 
set dance. Judges were brought in from Ireland, Great Britain 
and the United States. 

On Friday and Saturday we enjoyed the solo competitions.
Local dancers placed as follows: Liandra Doonan (1st);
Guillaume and Emile Choenier-Shields, Casey O’Brien, and 
James Houghton (2nd); and Natasha Woytiuk (3rd). They also 
qualifi ed for the World’s and/or Nationals as did Elspeth 
McMurray, Meghan Kilmartin, Samantha Mailhot, Olivia 
Houston, Orla Mahon, Griffi n Schwartz, Katie Gulycz, Kevin 
Paquette and Gabrielle McBain.  All of the above dance with 
the Bernadette Short School.

On Sunday we saw about 200 céilí teams from all the provinces. í teams from all the provinces. í
They performed four-hand and eight-hand figure dances. 
Many schools entered multiple teams in each competition 
so as to include all their students where possible. It is not an 
exaggeration to say that the Bernadette Short School swept 
the board on Sunday at this interprovincial competition. The 
school’s teams placed 1st, 2, 2, nd and 3nd and 3nd rd in Senior rd in Senior rd céilí. The í. The í winning
team took the cup back to Montreal for the 5th time in six years. 
They also placed 1st and 2st and 2st nd in many other competitions  much 
to the amazement of the Ontario schools. Credit goes to Marie 
Short and her assistants Short and her assistants Short Katie Irving and Casey Costello for 
their attention to detail in the drilling and preparation of the 
teams. A surprising number of former champions showed 
up at the hotel to give their support to the 2012 competitors. 
These included Julie Dunn, Anne-Marie Keenan, Paula 
Malolepszy, Andrea Stanford and Ali Walker. The good will 
and camaraderie all around was amazing.  

Save the Date! 
SPS Annual Charity Ball: March 1st, 2013

The Bernadette Short Celtic Grace Dancers, comprising many 
Canadian National Irish dance champions, will entertain guests 
with heart-stopping a cappella routines, delicate soft shoe 
numbers, and precision choreography.

Three’s Company Orchestra will provide the music throughout 
the evening. Each year, the band adds to its repertoire of Irish 
and Celtic inspired rhythms. When dancing in the ballroom ends, 
guests will be invited to Hurley’s Irish Pub (set up in the Hotel) 
to enjoy traditional Celtic music.

A Silent Auction will be held with all proceeds going to support 
the Society’s charitable endeavours. Sponsorship opportunities 
will once again be offered this year for those fi rms wishing to 
increase their presence at the Ball. 

Ticket prices for 2013 are:
Bronze sponsorships (Table of 10): $3,000 
Regular ticket: $225
Junior: $150 (age 30 and under)

Tickets will be available for purchase on line through the Society’s 
website as of December 1st (they make a great holiday gift for a st (they make a great holiday gift for a st

loved one!) Formal invitations will be mailed in the New Year.

A reminder to all: The 2012 Ball was a SELL OUT. It’s not 
necessary to wait for your invitation. Purchasing a ticket online 
is your guarantee to attend the best party in town.

The Guest of Honour will be 
Kathleen Weil, Member of the 
Opposition, MNA for NDG-
Lachine and the Ball Committee 
is pleased to have Louis Vachon, 
President, Banque National as 
Honorary Chair. 

By Marilyn Meikle Rochford

Whooping it up!

… and Irish dancing
By Pat Short

Young guests having fun at the 2012 Ball
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Last  September I took a trip to New Zealand. It had been 
over four decades since I last set eyes on that mystical 

land of beauty and natural wonder. My visit was a sentimental 
journey of sorts. Back in the late ’60s and early ’70s, I worked 
as a merchant marine, and frequently journeyed  to the 
South Pacifi c. The sea voyages started out from Liverpool, 
(England’s Irish capital). Back then, we would spend an entire 
month on the rolling oceans before  reaching our destination, 
New Zealand. It was there I had an opportunity to become  
acquainted with the country and its beauty. For about six 
weeks, as we sailed around its ports, our ship would load up 
with cargo of New Zealand products to take back to Ireland 
and the U.K.

New Zealand is about the size of England and consists of two 
separate islands – north and south. The population is around 
4.3 million, about the same as that of Los Angeles.It’s also 
bilingual; they speak English and Maori.

New  Zealand’s North Island, “TE ika-a Maui,” is remarkably  
different from the South Island. It is a land of active volcanoes, 
hot springs, geysers, waterfalls, and unique fl ora and fauna. 
Favoured by the Maori folk for its bountiful resources, the 
North Island’s diversity and rich cultural history has been 
shaped by its dynamic and surprising landscape. 

I spent three weeks in my main destination, Wellington, the 
capital city. The highlight of my journey was meeting old 
friends and former shipmate, Captain Thomas Malcolmson 
and his lovely New Zealand wife Linda. Thomas  and I grew 
up in County Antrim and I had the honour of  attending his 
wedding in Auckland, August 1971, which was the last time 
I saw them.
                                                                 
Staying with the Malcolmsons was luxurious as they have a 
lovely  house nestled on the rolling hills of Onepoto, close 
to  Titah Bay. It’s a heavenly  place where you can feel the 
motion of the turquoise sea while watching the  surfi ng waves 
roll gently  across  the bay. And it’s only a 20-minute drive 
to  Wellington. On a few of occasions we  hiked along the 
fabulous walking paths and beaches.

Wellington is an infectious little city that I love dearly. I 
actually returned hoping to reclaim my heart that I left 
there 41 years ago, but I didn’t succeed. While I was there 
I inhaled a strong whiff of nostalgia. It was great to  stroll 
around where my old haunts used to be. It’s  such  a  vibrant 
city where I couldn’t help  swaying to the sounds of talented  
buskers, mellifl uence echoing everywhere. Wellington’s 
harbour front visits were  interesting. The entire waterfront is 
crammed with fascinating and creatively displayed artefacts, 
with great insights into New Zealand’s geological history 
and the  Maori culture. Being an old sea-dog, I particularly  
enjoyed seeing a treasure trove of ancient marine memorabilia 
and got a bird’s eye glimpse of some of the richness of New  

Zealand’s literature. There are many fabulous writers and poets 
down there. 

One day I ventured over to the parliament building, ”The 
Beehive,” and while strolling through the grounds, I happened 
upon a statue of a fellow countryman, John Ballance, a former 
premier, who formed the fi rst liberal government in 1891. He 
was born in County Antrim and helped advance the cause of the 
Maori people as well as supporting women’s suffrage.
                                                         
I made a token visit to Picton, on the South Island.  It took  three 
hours by ferry from Wellington to cross the Cook Straits and 
Marlborough Sound. The sea was a bit choppy but the sea breezes 
and springtime weather felt wonderful. Another breathtaking 
moment occurred as I gazed out at the magnifi cent snow-capped  
mountains that came into view as we approached Picton. When  I 
ventured ashore, I unexpectedly  stumbled upon the sweetest little 
traditional Irish pub, “ Seamus” where I met Alastair Hawthorne 
and his lovely wife Liz, a New Zealand lass, with Irish heritage. 
Needless to say, I received a grand  Kiwi-Irish welcome and I  
enjoyed a  pint of Guinness along with a sumptuous  meal of 
Kiwi-style fi sh and chips.

Union of fellowship in the Land of the Rings                       
By Jim McDermott

Time passed very quickly and before I knew it, I was preparing 
for the last  stage of my New Zealand odyssey. I boarded a 
bus near Onepoto, bound for Auckland via Rotorua, which is 
renowned for its steaming volcanic scenery and  bubbling mud 
baths. After a four-hour bus trip, the mud baths of Rotorua were 
very inviting and I jumped right in.

Cont. p.7

Jim on the ferr on the ferr on the f y erry err crossing the Cook Straitscrossing the Cook Straitscr

A traditional Irish pub in Picton
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,W is offi cial – the Board of Directors of the Défi lé de la St-
Patrick de Québec is pleased to announce that we will be 

working with MC2 Expérience – www.mc2.ulaval.ca  a well-
known and highly regarded organisation specialising in strategic 
event planning based at l’Université Laval.

News from the Défi lé de la St-Patrick de Québec:

an auspicious transition for our 2013 edition
By Catherine McKenna

MC2 will assume responsibility for the operational 
aspects of the Défi lé in collaboration with board 
members who will continue to provide their expertise 
in order to ensure the original vision for Québec City’s 
unique parade is adhered to, and will maintain a fi nal 
say in the choice of each and every one of the some 
1,000 participants. 

This much-welcomed evolution for the Défi lé will 
also allow board members more time to focus our 
efforts on presenting a quality event that continues 
to be dynamic, offering something a bit different 
every year. Not having fl oats requires that we be 
constantly creative regarding our themes, concepts, 
and participant line-up.

Since its revival in 2010 after an 84-year absence, a 

core group of volunteers one can count on less than 
two hands has built the Défi lé, aided and guided by 

and optimism for many more successful Défi lés side by side 
with a new generation of very talented and motivated young 
organisers.

More details about the March 23, 2013 edition of the Défi lé 
de la St-Patrick de Québec will be forthcoming in the next 
issue of NUACHT; in the meantime, for photos of last year’s NUACHT; in the meantime, for photos of last year’s NUACHT
parade, please check out our Web site: http://www.qcpatrick.http://www.qcpatrick.
com/en

For more information, please call
581 998 VERT

Photo: Laura-Lee Bolger

The Défi lé in Montreal’s St. Patrick’s Parade, 2012

the generous input of our seasoned neighbours at Montreal’s St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade. Almost all Défi lé board members work full 
time and have family commitments. Some of us are younger with 
new personal projects on the horizon. It would thus have been 
impossible for us to collectively guarantee the annual presence of 
the Défi lé in the coming years. But given we have put our hearts 
and souls into the renaissance of our parade from the beginning, 
none of us was willing to accept that looming eventuality. 

It is, then, thanks to our new partnership with MC2 that we are 
now well placed to look towards a future with revitalised hope 

Land of the Rings (cont.)

My last weekend in Kiwi land was spent in Auckland, New 
Zealand’s largest city with a population of 1.5 million. After 
a 41-year absence, I noticed the amazing and unbelievable 
transformation of that fascinating  city’s skyline. I was also very 
pleased to see there were still a number of architectural treasures 
from a different era proudly standing in all their majestic glory. 
I remember during my sailor-boy days going with Katrina, a 
local girl, to see the new movie at the time – To Sir With Love.
Sadly, the cinema was  long  gone. The march of time has seen 
unbelievable progress across Auckland’s isthmus.

My trip to New Zealand was absolutely amazing. This far-
away land is at the bottom of the earth, but when you go 
there,  you’ll  will  feel on top of the world.... Slainte! to 
all the lovely, friendly, and hearty people I met on my New 
Zealand odyssey.
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Montreal Irish RFC celebrates 55 years
By Mark Gallagher

Founded in 1957, Montreal Irish RFC is celebrating its 55Founded in 1957, Montreal Irish RFC is celebrating its 55F th

anniversary. The club has three men’s teams, a women’s Fanniversary. The club has three men’s teams, a women’s F
team, a junior boys’ team and a junior girls’ team. Besides being 
committed to the sport, winning provincial championships and 
hosting internationally attended tournaments, MIRFC also fi nds 
time for community groups and supports them fi nancially. 

On Sat 17th November the Montreal Irish RFC celebrated its 55th November the Montreal Irish RFC celebrated its 55th th

anniversary by hosting a black tie dinner, something the club does 
every fi ve years.  Around 70 players, supporters and old boys enjoyed 
a fabulous three-course meal at the Atwater Club.

This season, the club initiated a great relationship with CEGEP 
Andre Laurendeau to help them setup a rugby team. With coaching 
from some of the Montreal Irish players, they won a few games 
despite 2012 being their fi rst year in competition and are already 
looking forward to next season. In 2013 the MIRFC also hopes 
to launch a “mini” programme and are seeking volunteers to help 
with this. It will be aimed at children from six upwards and is a 
great way to get young kids fi t and active.

On Saturday 29th September, following the end of the 15’s season, th September, following the end of the 15’s season, th

the Montreal Irish hosted the annual John Jones Montreal 7’s 
tournament. The tournament helped raise over $4500 which 
will go towards the John Jones Memorial Scholarship Fund. 
This fund provides bursaries for up and coming rugby players 
pursuing post secondary education. The women’s cup fi nal was 
won by Ormstown Saracens while returning men’s champions, 
the Belgium Barbarians, held on to their title to remain undefeated 
on Canadian soil.

On October 26th, the rugby club hosted its inaugural vodka oyster 
party to raise money for the St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal. 
Over $10,000 was raised for the Society’s many charitable causes. 
The party was held in the Offi cer’s Mess of the Royal Montreal 
Regiment in Westmount. With over 150 guests in attendance, it 
was cozy, and with lots of cold, fresh oysters, Boru Irish vodka 
and gourmet snacks from Otago. 

Some of the founding members of the club were in attendance and it 
was a good mix of past and future generations. After dinner there was 

The second team celebrates winning the Super Ligue Reserves title

Photo: N
eale M

cD
evitt

a presentation by outgoing president Mark Gallagher who recapped 
the successes of the last fi ve years which included; 12 Senior Finals 
and seven Championships as well as the launch of the club’s junior 
programme.  Gallagher said it was a bittersweet night in that it was 
probably his last engagement as president after three fantastic years 
but to do so on the 55th anniversary of the club was a great honour.th anniversary of the club was a great honour.th

Cont. p.9

Mark Gallagher and Stephane Boucher
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The last few weeks of the season were 
busy for Montreal Shamrocks. On 

Thanksgiving Monday, October 8th, the 
grand fi nale of the Super League (our internal 
club league) took place. The Goose Village 
Black Rock team was the eventual outright 
winners after a great day of football. The 
winning team’s captain (Shane Foley) was 
presented with a trophy along with awards 
for best male (Phily Loughney) and female 
player (Lindsay Belzie) of the day, along 
with top scorer (Shane Foley) of the Super 
League season. The Super League success 
was due in a large part to the initiative and 
organizing efforts of Steven Owens and the 
contribution of our Aussie Rules friends, 
AFL Quebec. It gave people of all levels an 
opportunity to get involved.

The Shamrocks retained their Quebec championship title when 
they defeated the Quebec Patriots on October 13th. On the same 
day, the Shamrocks women’s football team had a game against 

Ottawa. The Shamrocks ladies did very well considering 
this was their fi rst time playing together as a team. Ottawa’s 
experience and fi tness told in the end. The women’s team have 
a bright future ahead with Ronan Corbett at the helm. There 
was also an exhibition game of hurling that brought people 
from all the participating teams together. The games were 
played in Ste. Anne-de-Bellevue for the fi rst time this season. 
Shamrocks are very grateful for the use of this fi eld.

The Shamrocks are hosting two events in the coming weeks. 
A fundraising table quiz will take place on Wednesday, 
November 28th at 7 p.m. at Hurley’s Irish Pub on Crescent 
St. Tables of four cost $30 per table and there will be lots of 
prizes. Then on Saturday, December 15th, we will be back at 
Hurley’s for our Christmas Party/Awards Night. Tickets are 
$35 per person. Both events promise to be very entertaining 
and we would welcome your support. If you require further 
information, please contact montrealshamrocksgaa@gmail.
com.

Montreal Shamrocks end season on a high
By Conor Farrell

Photo: N
ick Sw

itzer

Photo: N
ick Sw

itzer

Montreal Shamrocks and Quebec Patriots

Montreal Shamrocks women’s team

Recognising the success of the development of the Junior Programme, 
Mark then made a special presentation of a club tie to Nicolas Mercier, 
the Captain of CEGEP Andre Laurendeau rugby team with whom 
the Irish have recently partnered and who had a fantastic fi rst year 
in the league.

Next up was a special presentation to Mr Bob McDevitt, who was 
awarded with a ‘Lifetime Supporter Award’ being recognised as one 
of the diehard fans of the last three decades. Both of Bob’s sons (Neale 
and Craig) played with the Irish and were on hand to present him with 
a beautifully engraved crystal decanter.

After speeches members were entertained by a fantastic soul band - 
Martin Goyette and the Skinny Bones and everyone danced the night 
away into the wee small hours.

This 55th anniversary year ended with all four of the senior teams th anniversary year ended with all four of the senior teams th

reaching their respective fi nals. The second grade men managed 
an emphatic win over Ste. Anne de Bellevue RFC to secure the 
Super Ligue Reserves title that had eluded them for the last two Super Ligue Reserves title that had eluded them for the last two Super Ligue Reserves title that had eluded them for the last two Super Ligue Reserves title that had eluded them for the last two Super Ligue Reserves title that had eluded them for the last two 
seasons. Unfortunately, the other teams were not as successful with seasons. Unfortunately, the other teams were not as successful with seasons. Unfortunately, the other teams were not as successful with 
all three suffering narrow defeats. The club will now regroup after 
the winter break and begin their challenge to regain their titles.

If you are interested in joining the club as a player, indoor training 
will begin in February. The club is also seeking coaching personnel 
to help out with our various programmes. Please check our website 
for full contact details and latest information at www.montrealirish.
com.

Montreal Irish (cont.)
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The Irish Tradition: an historical landmark for Irish Canadians

The launch of the second edition of The Irish Tradition
by Heritage Publishing took place on October 20, 2012, 

at Concordia University’s School of Canadian Irish Studies. 
This 758-page updated biography was unveiled in the presence 
of more than 40 guests entertained by a well-known harpist, 
Isabeau Corriveau. The national anthems of Ireland and 
Canada were played to open the ceremonial event. Guests of 
honour included His Excellency the Ambassador of Ireland 
to Canada, Dr. Ray Bassett, Andrew T. Molson, chairman 
of Molson Coors, Pierre Monahan, chairman of Valener, W. 
Brian Edwards, chairman of Miranda Technologies, Lélia 
Donohue, grandaughter of Timothy Donohue of Donohue 
Brothers, and Virginia H. Petty, the widow of George Petty, 
founder of Tembec and Repap Enterprises.

The author, historian and publisher, Carl Beaulieu, was 
there to bestow The Order of St. Patrick, an award, that was 
repatriated in 2011, to honour Canadians of Irish ancestry 
with outstanding accomplishments and initiatives. It was 
reconceived from the old and inactive Order of St. Patrick, 
that was created by George III in 1783. Up until now, 28 
leaders have been honoured with this award. On this occasion, 
the following outstanding people were awarded  the Order 
posthumously including William McMaster, founder of The 
Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce and of McMaster 
University, Robert Reford, founder of Montreal’s oldest still 
active shipping company and run by his descendants, Louis 
Riel, whose legacy lives on in aboriginal organizations 
such as The Waskahegen Corporation, Patrick Burns, 
industrialist, philanthropist and founder of The Calgary 
Stampede, Guglielmo Marconi, inventor and industrialist, 
Colonel Robert S. McLaughlin, founding president of 
General Motors Corporation of Canada, John Wilson 

McConnell, industrialist and philanthropist, Sir William Price, 
industrialist, military offi cer and patriot, Timothy Donohue, 
founding president of Donohue Brothers, Harvey Reginald 
MacMillan, founding president of lumber and paper giant, 
MacMillan Bloedel, Mary Travers, the queen of Canadian 
Folk singing, Marianna O’Gallagher, an outstanding Canadian 
Irish heritage preservationist, and George S. Petty, founding 
chairman of Tembec and Repap Enterprises. The following 
people, still living, also received The Order of St. Patrick for 
their accomplishments and philanthropy: Eric H. Molson, 
Chairman Emeritus of Molson Coors and David P. O’Brien, 
Chairman of Encana Corporation, Canada’s largest natural gas 
producer and Chairman of the Royal Bank of Canada, General 
John DeChastelain, Pierre Monahan, Chairman of Valener and   
Larry Smith of The United Irish Societies of Montreal.

Limited editions of The Irish Tradition (hardcover and softcover) 
are available from the publisher:  Heritage Publishing, 1119 Des 
Roitelets, #2, Chicoutimi,  Quebec, Canada G7H 6R3.Softcover 
is $75.00 (plus $15 mailing) and the hardcover is $150 dollars 
(plus $20 dollars mailing). For more information, please visit, 
Heritage Publishing web site at the following address: www.
heritagepub.cheritagepub.ca

 It is expected that the The Irish Tradition (Canadian edition) 
will be launched in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Dublin, Ireland, in 
the spring of 2013. In addition, The Irish Tradition (American 
edition) will be launched at The John J. Burns Library of 
Boston College in October 2013. For further information: 
edpatrimoine@bell.net or please call 418-698-4554.

(L. to R.):  Pierre Monahan, chairman of Valener,  Virginia H. Petty, widow of  George S. Petty, founding president 
of Tembec and Repap Enterprises,  Carl Beaulieu, publisher and author,  Andrew T. Molson, chairman of Molson 

Coors, and His Excellency Dr. Ray Bassett, Ambassador of Ireland to Canada.

Photo: International Photo Im
aging (Luigi d’Astolfo)

By Carl Beaulieu
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Our screening dates are as follows:Our screening dates are as follows:

Friday, Jan 11th (Opening night and wine reception). Please 
note that this is a change from the date originally printed in 
the September issue of NUACHT.NUACHT.NUACHT

Friday, February 8th

Friday, February15th

Friday, April 5th

Friday, April 12th & 13th (Film Weekend)
Friday, April 19th (Closing Night and Reception) 

[All regular fi lm evenings will screen at the de Sève Cinema, 
Concordia University, 1400 de Maisonneuve West, and will 
begin at 7:15 p.m.]

By Dana Hearne

The Ciné Gael Committee is hard at work planning our up-
coming 2013 Season. We have a long list of fi lms we want to 

check out before we make our fi nal choices. Recommendations 
have come from Lelia Doolan in Galway, from the Irish fi lm 
Institute in Dublin, and from the Toronto International Film 
Festival. Following Heather Macdougall’s news that Derry City 
has been named the fi rst ever UK City of Culture for 2013 we 
are looking at the idea of opening (or closing) our season with a 
fi lm from Derry (Jumpfi lm from Derry (Jumpfi lm from Derry ( – Kieron Walsh …– Kieron Walsh …– ) or perhaps having a 
Derry-focused “weekend. ”

Heather and Kester Dyer will (as usual) take care of our evening 
of award-winning short fi lms (which will be screened on Friday, 
April 5th).

You will notice from the dates below that we are both starting 
and ending our season earlier than usual. The reason for this is 
that Concordia is planning to renovate the de Sève Cinema and 
will be closing it down after April the 19th.

New opening date for Ciné Gael’s season

We are delighted to  announce that more than $6,000 has 
already been raised for the Patrick Vallely Scholarship 

in Canadian Irish Studies. Our goal is $10,000 (which will yield 
a scholarship of $500 every year in perpetuity). As most of you 
know, Patrick was a Montreal fi lmmaker, a teacher and a founding 
member of Ciné Gael Montreal. 

Our fundraising event, on Friday, November 9th, with guest speaker 
Dr. Ruth Barton was a great success. Irish-born Barton who is 
the Head of the Department of Film Studies at Trinity College 
Dublin, is among the pre-eminent authorities on Irish cinema. Her 
presentation on  “Maureen O’Hara: Pirate Queen, Feminist Icon?” 
was a delight from start to fi nish. For most of us this was a new 
take on Maureen O’Hara as swashbuckling heroine. 

Tim Hines spoke movingly about his friendship with Patrick and 
about what an exceptional and beloved teacher he was. And Peter 
Kirby (whose fi rst novel The Dead of Winter has just been published) The Dead of Winter has just been published) The Dead of Winter
spoke about how much he enjoyed Patrick’s contribution to the writing 
group they were both involved in.

The event raised $1,040 for the scholarship fund. Thank you to 
everyone who contributed so generously.

The next fund-raising event for the Patrick Vallely Scholarship, 
initiated by Paul Doyle, is planned for March 9th, 2013, at 7:30 
p.m. in the Oscar Peterson Concert Hall, Concordia University 
(Loyola Campus). 

Patrick Vallely Scholarship – two benefi t events
By Dana Hearne

The programme is being organized by three outstanding 
musicians: Beverly McGuire (who teaches music at Concordia Beverly McGuire (who teaches music at Concordia Beverly McGuire
University, and is best known for traditional music, Gaelic songs 
and her quartet Maeve); Dublin-born Kathleen McAuliffe (who Kathleen McAuliffe (who Kathleen McAuliffe
began her theatrical career at the Gaiety Theatre, was a soloist at 
the famed medieval entertainment at Bunratty Castle in County 
Clare, and in Montreal was the Gaelic star at Le Festin du 
Gouverneur for thirty-four years); and Carol McCormick (who Carol McCormick (who Carol McCormick
has played the lead role in many musicals, has produced three 
CDs, and can be heard every Sunday at St. Patrick’s Basilica  
where she is the lead singer and cantor).  50% of the net proceeds 
of the concert will go to the Patrick Vallely Scholarship fund. 
Robin Burns a very popular MC around Montreal will be our MC 
for the evening. We look forward to seeing you all there.  

For more information call Lynn Doyle at 514-481-3503

Photo:Kevin Vallely

Patrick Vallely enjoying an Irish holiday
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Andrew Fogary, a past president of St. Patrick’s Society, 
has been chosen to be the 2013 St. Patrick’s Parade Grand 

Marhsal.

Of Irish ancestry, Andrew is highly respected and is well 
known in the Irish community. He is a former Chief Reviewing 
Offi ce (1987) and has served as a judge at the annual Queen’s 
Selection Evening. 

A member of many organizations, he serves on the Board of 
Directors of  the St. Patrick Foundation and the Father Dowd 
Foundation and is a generous donor to all worthy causes. In 
April 2011 Andrew received a Gold Card membership from 
the United Irish Societies.

The 2013 Chief Reviewing Offi cer will be Don Pidgeon who 
hails from Griffi ntown and has been involved in the Irish 

community and heritage all his life. 

He served as Grand Marshal in 1994, was awarded the Simon 
McDonaugh Humanitarian Award in 2004, and the Liam 
Daly Heritage Award in 2010. Also, in 1995 Don received the 
Multicultural Award from the Leclerc Institute. He has been the 
Historian for the U.I.S. since 1992 and has written extensively 
about the Montreal Irish. In 2008, Don’s book on the 80-year 
history of the U.I.S. was published and the proceeds were donated 
to the Montreal Shriners’ Hospital for Children. Don was involved 
in the Grosse Île project of keeping the island as a memorial to the 
Irish tragedies of 1832 and 1847 and, was instrumental in having 
the Black Stone on Bridge Street refurbished and identifi ed as an 
Irish memorial.

A worthy recipient of the Simon McDonaugh Humanitarian 
Award, Michael Spears served the United Irish Societies 

of Montreal as its president in 1994 and 1995 and was the 
Chief Reviewing Offi cer in 1983. Mike was also honoured by 
the Erin Sports Association when it named him Irishman of 
the Year in 1988.

A career member of the MUC Police Department, he spent his 
fi nal 16 years as Chief Inspector.

Mike has long been associated with many successful community 
programmes and assisted in the organization and management 
of the LaSalle Boxing Club.  He led a group of volunteers 
which started a Boxing Exchange Programme between Irish 
and Canadian Boxers and was responsible for starting an 
International Youth Training Programme whereby groups of 
Irish teenagers travelled to Canada and were placed with local 
companies to receive training and work experience. Mike was 
also inducted into the Point St. Charles Hall of Recognition

United Irish Societies announces its 2013 dignitaries

Andrew Fogarty Don Pidgeon

Andriù MacGabhann (Belfast Andi) has been awarded the 
Liam Daly Heritage Award. Andi has been on  the traditional 

music circuit for many years. Originally from Belfast, Ireland, 
he has played major folk music festivals in Ireland, Scotland and 
England .

Now based in Montreal, he has played in several Celtic and folk 
music festivals including the  Montreal Celtic Festival, Montreal 
Highland Games and the Ville Marie Feis. 

Andi has brought the “true voice” of the native Ulsterman to many 
here in his adopted home of Montreal. Now a Canadian citizen, 
he is still the only Irish born singer and guitarist on the Montreal 
“Celtic Music” scene. 

Grand Marshal

Simon McDonaugh 
Humanitarian Award 

Chief Reviewing Offi cer

Liam Daly Heritage Award

NUACHT congratulates these fi ne gentlemen and looks 
forward to seeing them during the Season next March.



1
8
$
&
+
7

November 2012 13

Five homeless people have been found dead in locations 
scattered across downtown Montréal. Detective Inspector 

Luc Vanier of Major Crimes is alone, dozing in his armchair, 
with a glass of Jameson beside him, when he receives the call 
to investigate.

We’re introduced to Montréal in the dead of winter – to a detective – to a detective –
negotiating the bitterly cold streets of my city, visiting the hot-air 
grates, bus stop shelters, and nooks and crannies where the truly 
homeless seek shelter, outside of the shelter system. It rapidly 
becomes evident that these fi ve are not victims of the elements; 
they’ve been killed - a serial killer is at work.

I’ve lived in downtown Montréal since 1967 and have watched 
the ebb and fl ow of homelessness at the Salvation Army Men’s 
Hostel and the Welcome Hall Mission shelters. I know well 
how these men, and the women of nearby Chez Doris, become 
faceless to most of us – and even more so those living in the 
tunnels of our underworld with grimy faces and blackened hands, 
staking out the hot air vents that will protect them through the 
winter’s night.

Luc Vanier cares about these living victims, and is driven to fi nd 
justice for the dead ones, in Peter Kirby’s fi rst crime novel, The 
Dead of Winter. This book takes Peter a long way from his career 
as a noted International Trade lawyer, but drives home his love 
for, and attachment to, our city. More importantly for his readers, 
he’s delved deeply into the world of the homeless, the world of 
the police and morgues and crime procedure. It all provides a 
strong underpinning to this disturbing but gripping story.

I’m an inveterate crime novel reader, and my favourites are the 
serial characters, the private investigators and detectives like Luc 
Vanier who have fully drawn characters – Michael Connelly’s 
Harry Bosch, Ian Rankin’s John Rebus, and John Brady’s Matt 
Minogue. Irishman Kirby joins Brady and Peter Robinson in the 
ranks of my favourite English and Irish ex-pat crime novelists 
living in Canada.

Several years ago I visited Los Angeles, and midway through 
the visit I found myself in parts of the city I’d read about in 
the Harry Bosch novels of Michael Connelly. Dead of Winter 
manages in the same way to be a portrait of the Montréal of this 
driven detective, Luc Vanier. Location after location gets an “Oh, 
yeah!” from the Montréal reader as Vanier traverses the city, its 
streets and squares, its churches and Metro stations, and drives 
up to Laurentian cottage country.

We experience the life and 
soc ia l  under pi n n i ngs  of 
Montréal and we feel winter 
wrapping it’s cold arms around 
us, shivering in bus shelters 
and dodging spumes of slush 
from passing cars. Many of us 
have had the experience of the 
sharp pleasure of recognition 
when we see a Montréal street 
scene in a movie; Peter Kirby 
does that on the page for us, 
again and again, and as in the 
movies, it’s woven gracefully 
into the compelling action of 
the story, while he unravels 
the disturbing madness of the 

The Dead of Winter
By Peter Kirby
Linda Leith Publishing • 281 pages, $21.95

Reviewed by Antoine Maloney

killer, and the sins of omission and commission of those 
around him and his victims. Very aptly, at one point, Vanier 
is listening to a Patsy Cline song and a fi lm buff like me 
made an instant cinematic reference to the great Montréal 
fi lm by Jean-Marc Vallée, “C.R.A.Z.Y.”

As Vanier interviews other police, shelter workers, members 
of the clergy and the notarial ranks, Kirby manifests 
tremendous insight into the places and plight of the homeless 
in our city, and the attitudes of these professionals and the 
public towards them.

Vanier is a cop who cares, about the living and equally about 
the dead. He is driven to act on their behalf, very like Harry 
Bosch, and Kirby, like other great detective novelists, creates 
a fully drawn character that we care about, that we want to 
know more about.

Linda Leith Publishing promises at least two more Luc Vanier 
novels and I wait for the next one with great anticipation; the 
Montréal of summertime Jazz and Juste pour rire Festivals 
and F1 crowds …the Montréal of the St. Patrick’s Day 
festivities.

Kirby’s fi rst novel: a great stocking stuffer
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Irish Protestant Benevolent Society update
By Nicole Gareau

The IPBS Christmas Luncheon will be held at the Irish 
Embassy Pub & Grill, 1234 Bishop St., Montreal, on 

Friday, December 14, 2012, at noon. Please advise the IPBS 
offi ce if you plan to attend. Members will be responsible for 
making payment for their meals and refreshments directly 
to the Pub.

The IPBS will once again sponsor a dinner at the Old Brewery 
Mission. This year the dinner will be held on Tuesday, March 
19, 2013, at 4:30 p.m.  Besides the cherished regulars, we are 
always looking for volunteers for this event.  If you have not 
participated in the past, it is a very rewarding experience. 
Please contact the IPBS offi ce if you can assist.

The 157th IPBS Annual Meeting and Dinner will be held 
at the University Club on May 28, 2013, at 6 p.m.  We are 
very pleased to have Paul Almond as our guest speaker. Mr. 
Almond is one of Canada’s pre-eminent fi lm and television 
directors. He has directed and produced over 130 television 
dramas for the CBC, BBC, ABC and Granada Television and 
has now turned his talents to writing a series of novels based 
on his own family’s pioneering adventures in Canada. Check 
out his website at www.paulalmond.com.

As many of our members are aware, over the last ten years 
the IPBS Council has engaged the membership in establishing 
certain capital legacy projects to underline the Irish Protestant 
legacy and contributions to building the great City of 
Montreal, the Province of Quebec and  Canada. 

The Canadian Irish Studies Foundation was created 
at Concordia University to celebrate and promote the 
development of Irish Studies in Montreal. The IPBS has been 
very supportive of that endeavour. The Matthew Hamilton 
Gault Scholarship permanently gives an annual scholarship of 
$1,250 to a worthy student studying Irish history at Concordia 
University. The Gault family was very prominent in the IPBS 
and Montreal society, contributing to public service in a broad 
range of Montreal and Canadian companies over the years.

Also, the IPBS – in concert with the Anglican Diocese of 
Quebec and with Parks Canada – made a capital contribution 
of another $25,000 to the restoration of the Protestant Chapel 
at Grosse Île, which was the major retention area of Irish 
immigrants arriving in Canada under the most challenging 
economic conditions. In addition, the IPBS contributed - with 
the Anglican Diocese of Quebec - a brass plaque listing all the 
Protestant Ministers who served and ministered on Grosse Île 
as a memorial to future generations.

Many of our members travelled to Grosse Île to celebrate 
the re-consecration of the Chapel in a memorable service of 
thanksgiving. This initiative would not have been possible 
without the efforts of Bill Eakin as well as the enthusiastic 
support of the then Anglican Archbishop of Quebec, Bruce A. 
Stavert. We were delighted to be able, through our alliance with 
Parks Canada, to ensure that this Chapel was restored for future 
generations of tourists to celebrate and remember.

The Chapel on Grosse Île

The Jeanie Johnson Educational Foundation is pleased to 
announce that as a part of the overall program that it is 

developing commemorating the Battle of the Chateauguay 
1812-13 War that McGill University has confirmed that 
it will sponsor a History Conference on the 18th and 19th 

October 2013. Professor, Jon Bradley of the Department 

of Education is in charge of this event and will be inviting  
historians and authors from Canada, USA, England and 
Scotland to present papers and discussions on this subject. 
This will be in conjunction with debates with Universities 
across Canada. We will announce the participants as they 
are confirmed.

Jeanie Johnson Foundation announces 2013 history conference

By Leo Delaney

For more in format ion,  ca l l  514 489 2660 or emai l 
irishpbs@bellnet.ca or check www.irishpbs.ca.
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Pam Cotter has completed r has completed r
her MA in Ethnomusicology 
at University College Corkat University College Corkat . 

Here is another interesting 
account of  how she spends 
her time in Ireland.

Drive-in theatres, Thanksgiving and a Hallow’een concert
By Pam Cotter

Photo: M
egan Flanders

One of Ireland’s tallest buildings: St. Colman’s Cathedral

I have come to realise that it is very difficult to tell the 
seasons apart in Ireland. While Canada has very obvious 

distinctions (hot summers, colourful falls, snowy winters), 
Ireland is typically a consistent mix of green and rain. One 
great thing about having no radical temperature changes is that 
events which would be subject to seasons in other countries, 
can go year-round here. Case in point: the Irish drive-in 
theatre! When I heard there was a drive-in theatre in Cork, I 
had to go check it out for myself. In this climate, I feel like a 
year-round drive-in is a testament to the strong character of 
the Irish. Instead of hiding indoors until the weather improves, 
they accept the inevitable and enjoy life! I was hoping to see 
some ingenious set-up to keep the cars dry, but it was just an 
open field as usual. Expecting to watch the movie with the 
wipers on, I was pleasantly surprised the rain held off until 
the credits started to roll. Maybe the Irish do have a secret 
infrastructure in place.

the right place. This was 
also my first Thanksgiving 
in I reland with another 
Canadian present. It was 
great having back-up for the 
usual holiday teasing. At the 
very least, she could vouch 
for me that we do celebrate 
Thanksgiving in October 
and it makes perfect sense 
to us. This year my parents mailed me a care-package with 
a Thanksgiving themed tablecloth and paper plates. This 
sparked up some unusual questions from my guests, like 
‘how can you tell the difference between a Canadian turkey 
and American turkey’? Luckily while I was trying to come 
up with a smart answer, someone exclaimed that obviously 
the turkeys on this table cloth were Canadian because they 
were surrounded by maple leaves. Crisis averted! 

To finish off the fall season, this week I put on my old cat 
costume and attended ‘The Big Trad Train’ Hallowe’en 
concert at Dolans. A group of twenty-five Trad musicians 
(mainly from the BA in Irish Music and Dance) decided 
to put together a mix of classic soul, rhythm and blues 
songs arranged specifically for traditional Irish music 
instruments. So while a usual band would have a brass 
section comprised of saxophones and trumpets, this one had 
uilleann pipes and concertinas. It may be strange to picture, 
but the overall sound was exactly what you would expect 
of any Stevie Wonder or B.B. King performance.   

With Hallowe’en out of the way, November 1st marked 
the first day of winter in Ireland. In terms of seasons, this 
just means the rain will be getting a little colder. To me, 
however, this means my Christmas trip home is rapidly 
approaching. However, before I head back to Canada for 
the holidays, there is still quite a bit of excitement to be had 
here. Next weekend we are flying over to London for the 
simple reason that flights are only €15. At that price, you 
can’t afford not to go. I will also be cheering on the dancers 
at the up-coming Oíreachtas Rince na Mumhan íreachtas Rince na Mumhan í (regional 
qualifier for World Irish Dancing Championships) being 
held in Ennis at the end of the month. Then my attention 
will turn to the preparations for the annual Scoil Uí Ruairc
Christmas concert. After all this running around, I just 
might be spending my Christmas holidays catching up on 
my sleep! 

The theatre is located only twenty minutes outside Cobh so we 
decided to spend a few days there enjoying the sights. Being 
a seaport town, Cobh is steeped in rich history and was not 
only a point of departure during the Irish emigrations, but 
also the last port of call for the Titanic. Cobh is also home 
to one of Ireland’s tallest buildings, St. Colman’s Cathedral. 
Unfortunately the walk up to the cathedral was all too 
reminiscent of the walk up to the McGill Education Building 
on McTavish St. in Montreal.  Anyone who has experienced that 
vertical hike will understand what I am talking about. After 
surviving the climb in Cobh, we spent the rest of the weekend 
sitting on the dock and enjoying the local fish and chips.  

Back in Limerick, preparations began for the annual Canadian 
Thanksgiving Day feast. As per tradition, I received the 
‘Happy Canada Day’ messages from my Irish friends.They 
may have mixed up the holidays, but their hearts were in 
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I arrived in Belfast on July 7, 2012, in order to serve on the 
East Belfast Team for Youth Initiative’s Chunky Monkey 

Summer Scheme. Provided by youth workers and volunteers 
throughout Belfast, this is a two-week day camp for youths 
aged 11-14. While it is open to all children, it attempts to reach 
out especially to those who come from broken families and 
who are at risk of going down the wrong path. We provide 
them with activities, cross-community fun days and periods 
of refl ection. Volunteering with YI is all about building human 
relationships.

The fi rst week of the Summer Scheme was the more challenging 
one for me. It was all about getting used to their East Belfast 
accent. The fi rst few days, I could not understand anything the 
children said. Needless to say, this represented a signifi cant 
obstacle in relationship building, especially when you have to 
ask 12-year olds to repeat everything at least twice... they get 
fed up pretty quickly. Nevertheless, I led a few activities (with 
the invaluable support of my team mates) including a mask-
making workshop based on fear and some warm-up games. 
Getting to know our campers was great. 

I learned so much about Northern Ireland, as well as about 
myself by working in this environment. I received a crash 
course on current Northern Irish society from the young 
people and staff. I believed that using the history of Ireland as a 

in the context of Northern Ireland. It is a community organization 
in Belfast, which does outreach youth work. Its head offi ce, known 
as the Project Centre, is located in the disadvantaged Colin area 
of Poleglass in West Belfast. In order to maximize the reach of 
its youth work and cross-community exchange endeavours, the 
organization has chapters in East Belfast, Lagmore, Downpatrick 
and Banbridge.  

During the year, Youth Initiatives reaches out to young people from 
11 to 18 years of age. The staff team, volunteers and gappers* do 
so by facilitating evening programmes such as N.U.T.S (Never 
Underestimate Teen Spirit) in West and East Belfast, Flip, Lifeline 
in Downpatrick and Banbridge, Crosslinks, Target Project and 
the Tribes Project. These reach out to young people in strategic 
parts of Belfast and the whole of Northern Ireland. Some of the 
programmes are for boys and girls while others are for either 
gender depending on the goals YI aims to achieve with the 
participants through each one of these groups.

I am currently involved with the East Belfast chapter and 
attempting to partake in the Crosslinks programme which focuses 
specifi cally on cross-community work. It uses the arts as a platform 
to get the participants to enter into a meaningful dialogue and 
challenge religious and cultural misconceptions. I am hoping to 
implement a radio project which would be a module attached to 
that programme and work towards the same goals. 

Every year Youth Initiatives welcomes international gappers 
into its ranks. On the one hand, this allows YI to receive extra 
support in their youth work and on the other it allows the gappers 
to gain experience, live a truly life-changing adventure and get 
an accurate picture of Northern Ireland.

I am currently in the process of looking for sponsors who believe 
that this youth work is vital in supporting the development of a 
healthy future generation of adults in this country who will grow 
to become contributors to their communities. The sponsors could 
be individuals, groups of people or organizations. 

Youth Initiatives in Belfast www.youthinitiatives.com

(The core values: Equality and Inclusion, Quality and Excellence, 
Social Disadvantage, Environment for Growth, Christian 
Perspective, and Leadership.)

*gapper: a university student who is taking a year off during the 
course of a degree programme.

By Audrey O’Breham

channel through which to work with the youths would help me 
build relationships with them. However, during the fi rst hour of 
the fi rst training day, I realized that my background knowledge 
was going to be completely useless in building relationships 
with these youngsters mainly because they were born during 
the Peace Process, or later, so the history of the Troubles is 
meaningless to today’s teenage generation. They might have 
a vague notion of past events, but it does not impact on their 
everyday lives’ choices and actions at all. 

It is very much because of its cross-community interaction 
efforts that Youth Initiatives’ work becomes quite signifi cant 

Team leaders Rebekah, Audrey and Sarah enjoying social 
time together in Newcastle

Photo: Rebekah

Belfast summer programme attracts a Montreal volunteer
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Innisfail donates to Concordia’s Department of Irish 
Studies

Sons and dauughters of the founding fathers of InnisfailSons and dauughters of the founding fathers of InnisfailSons and dauughters . (front) 
John Faherty, Phyllis Morrice (back) John McDonaugh, Mary 

Coleman Meehan, James Coleman and Patrick Gilhooly

On October 19th, 2012, at the annual corned beef and 
cabbage dinner, the Innisfail Social & Sports Club Inc. 

made a generous donation of $13,000.00 to the Canadian Irish 
Studies Foundation to be used as a bursary .

In 2002, at an executive meeting of the club, members 
committed to raise money for a bursary and, ever since, have 
diligently organized events to raise funds in order to make a 
substantial contribution to the Irish Studies.

This bursary recognizes those forefathers, who on April 8th, 
1943, met for the purpose of reorganizing the Hibernian 
Knights into a public asset through organization for the welfare 
of Irish ideals and culture. This meeting was attended by 17 
well-known Irishmen who immigrated to Canada in the late 
1920s and early 1930s. Tom Faulkner, the club’s first president, 
submitted the motion that was seconded by Thomas Heggart 
and moved by Martin Green. It passed unanimously. Thus was 
the beginning of the Innisfail Social and Sports Club.  Three 
years later the club received its federal charter.  

The club has always been represented by a contingent in 
the St. Patrick’s Day Parade. It has been instrumental in 
organizing the popular Field Days at Loyola until the mid-
sixties, and has also participated in St. Patrick’s concerts 
and the popular Irish dances at Tina Hall.  In the early days, 
the initiation fee was one dollar plus a membership due 
of 25 cents per month. Sixty-nine years later, the annual 
membership fee is $10.00.

In reviewing past minutes of Innisfail meetings, it is 
obvious that unity, friendship and concern for one another 
has always existed within the club. Members never failed 
to help others and many of their children are present-day 
members of Innisfail.

Concordia’s Irish Studies professors Susan Cahill 
(from Cork) (from Cork) ( and Jane McCaughey (Ontario) fl ank 

Ann Broden (Innisfail’s president) 

By Sandy McDonaugh
Photo: John G

ilroy

Photo: John G
ilroy

Around town
Parade Queen Selection Evening

This annual event, organized by the United Irish Societies,  
will take place on Saturday, February 2nd, 2013, at the 

Buffet Sorrento in LaSalle beginning at 7 p.m. In addition to 
the public speaking competition, there is great entertainment. 
Round tables for 10 are available and tickets are $25 per adult 
or $12 for children under 12. For more information, check 
the UIS website at www.montrealirishparade.com or contact 
Elizabeth Quinn at equinn17@videotron.ca

ICCC Christmas Reception

The Ireland-Canada Chamber of Commerce’s annual 
Christmas reception will be held on Thursday, December 

13th from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Westin Hotel, 270 St-Antoine 
St. West (across from the Palais des Congrès). Featuring an open 
bar, hors d’œuvres, musical entertainment and door prizes, this 
promises to be a fun evening. Admission is $50 for members 
and $65 for non-members. Tickets are limited and available only 
until December 10th.  For more information, go to www.icccmtl.
com or email: contact@icccmtl.com.
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The Celtic myth Celtic myth C
continues … 

http://lesbuzzculturels.over-blog.com/

La chevauchée fantastique de Cú Chulainn - I 

Marcaíocht iontach Chú Chulainn 

D’autres articles sur la culture québécoise et irlandaise vous attendent 
sur mon blogue : www.lesbuzzculturels.overblog.comwww.lesbuzzculturels.overblog.com.

derrière le dolmen, gigotant et bougonnant. Lorsqu’il regarda 
Cú Chulainn, il poussa plusieurs cris frénétiques puis le 
satirisa d’un deuxième interdit : « tu franchiras le sommet de 
ce tertre seulement après avoir gravi les tertres d’Irlande. » 

Cú Chulainn, agrippé à la crinière de son cheval pour éviter 
de s’envoler, sortit de sa ceinture un dard et le projeta en 
direction du satire de droite. Le dard transperça la tempête de 
vent magique et l’atteignit au cœur, car la force et la précision 
de son lancer n’avaient point d’égal. L’impact projeta le satire 
en dehors de sa position et il déboula jusqu’en bas du tertre. 
Leur incantation s’interrompa. Le sortilège se brisa, libérant 
les esprits de l’air qui remercièrent Cú Chulainn pour son 
nouvel exploit. Dénués de la protection de leur sortilège, les 
deux autres satires s’enfuirent. Ce qui permit à notre héros 
de traverser le tertre pour franchir la frontière du comté, que 
l’on nomme de nos jours, An Cabhán.     

À suivre...

Après une chevauchée de cinq 
soleils qui resplendissaient 

dans le ciel et de cinq règnes 
de la lune dans la nuit obscure, 
Chú Chulainn arriva près d’un 
lac et s’y arrêta; car son cheval 
était exténué et tourmenté par 
une soif dévorante. Alors qu’il 
descendait de sa monture, i l 
ressentit qu’un maléfice avait 
imprégné l’atmosphère du lieu. 
Il décida de l’explorer pendant 
que son cheval s’abreuvait au lac. 

Un menhir, situé à la droite du lac, attira son regard, car 
la raison de cette ambiance envoûtante semblait émaner 
d’elle. Il se dirigea vers la roche et découvrit des écritures 
oghamiques gravées sur une de ses parois. Il lut à haute 
voix cette inscription : « Maudit tu es d’avoir bu l’eau de 
ce lac. Tu retrouveras la pureté de ton âme qu’après avoir 
bu l’eau des lacs d’Irlande. » Le verbe, ainsi prononcé, 
raviva l’atmosphère maléfique du lieu, ce qui précipita Cú
Chulainn à enfourcher son cheval, qui, maintenant désaltéré, 
l’attendait pour fuir cet endroit maudit. 
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étrange énergie qui s’immisçait dans son cerveau et 
prenait son aise. 

Après un temps incertain, il se retrouva au pied d’un 
immense tertre. Un tertre incontournable, sans allonger son 
périple de plusieurs jours. Il décida de l’ascensionner, car 
il devait parvenir à túr na corónach mhallachtach avant la 
fin du cycle de la lune. Son cheval trottina, le sabot alerte, 
jusqu’à mi-chemin du sommet du tertre. Un puissant vent 
s’éveilla. Plus sa monture gravissait le tertre, plus les sylphes, 
ces esprits de l’air, subjugués par une malédiction inconnue, 
redoublaient d’ardeur pour l’empêcher d’avancer. 

Arrivé près du sommet, il constata la raison de ce vent 
funeste : deux satires soufflaient dans de longues cornes. 
Ils s’étaient positionnés de chaque côté face à un dolmen 
qui emmagasinait le souffle surnaturel des satires afin de 
le propulser vers le bas du tertre. À pied joint, un troisième 
satire, l’auteur du maléfice du lac Muineachéan, sorti de 

St
Sti l l  accepting 

applications for 

September 2013

Secondary School

6865 de Maisonneuve W.  Montreal (QC) H4B 1T1

Elementary School

2290 Cavendish, Montreal (QC) H4B 2M7
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People in the news …

There a new family law fi rm in Montreal with roots in the 
Irish and French communities as well as a cross-generational 

element that continues a long legal tradition in the city. Catherine 
Eustace LLB  and Véronique Collard LLB, with Richard 
McConomy BCL, the Hon. Pierrette Sévigny QC as nominal 
partners, have founded McConomy Collard Eustace Inc. practicing 
family law and mediation – see http://www.mceavocats.com/. 
Maintaining her well established communal roots, Catherine has 
also followed Richard as legal advisor to the United Irish Societies 
of Montreal.

ATTORNEYS
MEDIATORS

COACHES

AVOCATS
MÉDIATEURS
COACHS

FAMILY LAW 

SOLUTIONS
EN DROIT DE
LA FAMILLE

mceavocats.com mceavocats.com 
tel. 514.866.4666tel. 514.866.4666
fax 514.866.4667fax 514.866.4667

The Canadian Men’s Rugby Team has just played two games 
against Samoa and Russia in Wales and will face The New 
Zealand All Black Maori rugby team on Saturday, November 
24th. The only Quebecer on the Canadian team is Montrealer 
Jon Phelan. Jon started against Samoa (10th) and played 
the second half in a big 35 - 3 win over Russia (17th) on 
November 17th. Both games were broadcast on TSN! Now 
if only local papers would take an interest in the great game 
of rugby. Canada is rated 13th in the world! Congratulations 
to Jon (son of SPS members Scott and Paula Phelan) and 
the whole Canadian Team!

A special dinner was hosted on September 25th to mark Paul 
Loftus’s years of service as president of the Ireland-Canada 
Chamber of Commerce (ICCC). Friends, ICCC colleagues, 
members of the business and Irish communities in Montreal and 
Toronto savoured the wonderful view of the city from the main 
boardroom at the offi ces of Fasken Martineau while enjoying 
cocktails, followed by a three-course meal with wine. Speakers 
Vivian Doyle-Kelly, new president of the ICCC (and treasurer 
of SPS ), and Peter Kirby, co-founder and fi rst president of the 
ICCC lauded Paul’s unwavering dedication to the development 
of the chamber on both a regional and national basis and his 
contribution to the Montreal-Irish community. To commemorate 
his tenure, Paul was presented with a pen. 

On Oct. 14th, an oak tree and a garden bench installed under 
it were dedicated to Mabel Ann Fitzgerald who retired 
in March after 18 years as St. Patrick Square’s “loved and 
admired”front offi ce manager. Mabel’s husband, Patrick, was 
born on October 14  as were her twin daughters, Patricia and 
Sharon.  Just  before  the tree was planted Mabel learned her 
great-granddaughter, Emerson Belle McIver had also been 
born that day.

Also, at the Square on that day, there was a wedding anniversry 
celebration. Richard McConomy and Pierrette Sevigny, 
long-time SPS members, were happy to have enjoyed 48 years 
of married bliss! Richard is now the president of the Board of 
Directors at St. Patrick Square.

On October 18th, another successful pub quiz was hosted by 
the Ireland-Canada Chamber of Commerce. This one, known 
as the European Chambers Pub Quiz, was once under the 
command of quiz masters, Jonathan Sullivan and Casey 
Ryan. Forty eager contestants gathered in the Irish Embassy 
Pub on Bishop Street, and pitted their wits against each other. 
St. Patrick’s Society was represented as usual by Tom Brady, 
Mary McDaid, Alistair O’Hara and Anne Forrest. This 
team, Cosantóir, was somewhat chagrined to fi nish the evening 
in fourth place. However, they are determined to compete 
again in February to defend their title in the Irish Community 
Pub Quiz (they have currently held the prestigious McKeown 
Memorial Trophy for the past three years). 

Paul Loftus, Immediate Past President of ICCC

The happy couple: Richard McConomy 
with his wife,  Pierrette Sevigny

Photo:Alan H
ustak
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It will be a pleasure to help you plan your next:
Purchase or Sale

Residential – Commercial – Industrial – Property
HOME STAGING: Painting, Cleaning and Packing

CELL: 514-386-8082 FAX: 450-444-14216-8082 FAX: 450-444-14216-8082 FA

B.A., ASP, SRES carol@carolmccormick.ca
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NUACHT Advertising Rates
Per Issue Yearly (4 Issues)Yearly (4 Issues)

Business Card $75.00  $250.00

Quarter Page $150.00 $500.00 

Half Page $250.00 $800.00

Full Page $400.00 $1,300.00

Please note that we welcome your opinions and would 
appreciate feedback on the contents of NUACHT.

Send your comments to nuacht@spsmtl.conuacht@spsmtl.com

News from the School of Canadian Irish Studies
Michael Kenneally, Principal

DONALD AKENSON from Queen’s University, Kingston, will give the Fifth Annual Irish Protestant 
Society lecture ‘Wicklow Protestants and the World of Evangelicalism’ on Friday, January 18, 2013 at 
7:00 p.m. in the McEntee Reading Room (1455 de Maisonneuve West, Room H 1001.01).

Dr. Donald Akenson is an 
internationally acclaimed 
scholar and author who is 
considered the world’s foremost 
authority on the Irish Diaspora.  
Akenson received his B.A. 
from Yale University and 
his doctorate from Harvard 
University. He is Professor of 
History at Queen’s University 
K i n g s t o n ,  O n t a r i o  a n d 
Beamish Research Professor 
at the Institute of Irish Studies, 
University of Liverpool, and 
Senior Editor of the McGill-
Queen’s University Press. As of 

Note the new date for the return of Irish writer 
KEVIN BARRY as part of Concordia’s Writers 
Read Series.  He will be reading on Friday, March Friday, March 
8, 20138, 2013 at 7:00 pm in the Hall Building (1455 de 
Maisonneuve West, 7th fl oor, Room 767).

Kevin Barry is the author of the story collections 
Dark Lies the Island and There Are Little 
Kingdoms and the novel City of Bohane. He 
has won the Sunday Times EFG Short Story 
Prize, the European Union Prize for Literature, 
the Rooney Prize for Irish Literature, and the 
Authors Club Best First Novel Award.  He has 
been shortlisted for the Frank O’Connor Short 
Story Award and the Costa First Novel Prize. His 
stories have appeared in the New Yorker, New Yorker, New Yorker Best 
European Fiction, the Granta Book of the Irish 
Short Story and many other journals. He also 
works on screenplays, plays and graphic stories. 
He lives in County Sligo.

2007 his work included eighteen non-fi ction books, including 
more than a dozen about Irish history, and fi ve novels. Akenson 
won the Grawemeyer Award for God’s Peoples (1992) and the 
Trillium Book Award for Conor: The Biography of Conor 
Cruise O’Brien (1994). His book on the Bible, Surpassing 
Wonder (1998), was short-listed for the 1999 Governor General’s 
Award for nonfi ction. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Canada and of the Royal Historical Society (UK).

For information about Canadian Irish Studies 
courses, programmes, and scholarships, 
contact:cdnirish@alcor.concordia.ca
or (514) 848-2424, ext. 8711
or visit http://cdnirish.concordia.chttp://cdnirish.concordia.ca
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2012-2013 CALENDAR OF EVENTS / CLÁR IMEACHTAÍ 2012-2013

22 November 2012

Andrea Bobkowicz

Sun Life Building

1155 Metcalfe, Suite 1438

Montreal, Quebec  H3B 4S9

Telephone: (514) 871-4339
 1-866-843-3088

Fax: (514) 843-4447

E-Mail:andrea.bobkowicz@nbf.ca

DATE EVENT FURTHER INFORMATIONDATE EVENT FURTHER INFORMATION
  

Nov. 29 ICCC Craic agus Comhrá, The Irish Embassy Pub & Grill, 1234 Bishop St., 5:30 p.m. ICCC 845-0973

Dec. 6 SPS 20th Anniversary Christmas Concert, St. Patrick’s Basilica, 7:30 p.m. Erin Matheson 481-1346

Dec. 7 Innisfail Members’ Christmas Party (guests welcome), $12.00, NDG Legion  cruisebroden@yahoo.com

Dec. 11 St. Patrick’s Society Members’ Christmas Party, The Irish Embassy Pub & Grill, 1234 Bishop St. 7 p.m. Erin Matheson 481-1346

Dec. 13 ICCC Christmas Reception, Westin Hotel, 270 St. Antoine W ICCC 845-0973

Dec. 14 Unitas, Taizé in the Christmas Spirit (bi-lingual), Padua Centre, 1950 St. Antoine St., 5:30 p.m. info@unitas-mediation.ca

Dec. 27 ICCC Craic agus Comhrá, The Irish Embassy Pub & Grill, 1234 Bishop St., 5:30 p.m. ICCC 845-0973

Jan. 11 Cine Gael, Opening Night and Reception, De Sève Cinema, Concordia  Lynn Doyle 481-3503

Jan. 30 ICCC’s Visit Ireland Evening (time and venue to be determined) ICCC 845-0973

Jan. 31 ICCC Craic agus Comhrá, The Irish Embassy Pub & Grill, 1234 Bishop St., 5:30 p.m. ICCC 845-0973

Feb. 2 UIS Queen’s Selection Night, Buffet Sorrento, LaSalle, 7 p.m. cmurphy2_3@msn.cocmurphy2_3@msn.com

Feb. 8 Cine Gael, De Sève Cinema, Concordia  Lynn Doyle 481-3503

Feb. 15 Cine Gael, De Sève Cinema, Concordia  Lynn Doyle 481-3503

Feb. 20 ICCC’s Irish Community Pub Quiz, Hurley’s Irish Pub ICCC 845-0973

Feb. 28 ICCC Craic agus Comhrá, The Irish Embassy Pub & Grill, 1234 Bishop St., 5:30 p.m. ICCC 845-0973

Mar. 1 SPS Annual Charity Ball, Marriott Chateau Champlain Mar. 1 SPS Annual Charity Ball, Marriott Chateau Champlain Erin Matheson 481-1346Erin Matheson 481-1346

Mar. 10  Mass of Anticipation, St. Gabriel’s Church, 2157 rue Centre, Montreal, 11:30 a.m. Beverly Murphy 830-4504

Mar. 9 “Toast to Ireland” benefi t concert, Cine Gael, Oscar Peterson Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m. Lynn Doyle 481-3503

Mar. 15 SPS Annual Luncheon, Hotel Bonaventure Erin Matheson 481-1346

Mar. 17  Green Mass, St. Patrick’s Basilica, 10 a.m. Mary McGovern 866-7379

Mar. 17 St. Patrick’s Parade, noon Mar. 17 St. Patrick’s Parade, noon director@montrealirishparade.com

Mar. 23 Québec City’s Défi lé Défi lé                      581 998-VERT

Mar. 28 ICCC Craic agus Comhrá, The Irish Embassy Pub & Grill, 1234 Bishop St., 5:30 p.m. ICCC 845-0973

Apr. 5 Cine Gael, De Sève Cinema, Concordia  Lynn Doyle 481-3503

Apr. 12/13 Cine Gael, Film Weekend, De Sève Cinema, Concordia  Lynn Doyle 481-3503

Apr. 19 Cine Gael, De Sève Cinema, Concordia  Lynn Doyle 481-3503

June SPS Annual Charity Golf Tournament (date and venue to be determined) Erin Matheson 481-1346

June SPS Annual General Meeting (date and venue to be determined) Erin Matheson 481-1346

Apartment community

for 55+ 

www.stpatricksquare.com

We look forward to hearing from you! 

ST. PATRICK SQUARE

6767 Cote St. Luc Road

Suite #1 

Cote St. Luc.

514-481-9609


